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PREFACE

The Orientalists have generally been critical of the socio-

cultural values of Islam especially with regard to the status of
women. It is assumed that :-

(a) Islam discriminates against women.
(b) Islam regards woman as inferior to man.

(c) A woman'is not permitted to work outside her house.

(d) Higher education for women is considered unnecessary.

(¢) Women are the weaker sex and cannot be assigned any
position of responsibility.

These critics either misunderstand or misinterpret the Islamic
view point. It is proposed in the following pages to study the
Qur’anic injunctions regulating man-woman relationship and the
role assigned to women in its social order. The verses of the
Holy Qur’an have been compiled under various headings preceded
by a short introduction. It is the author’s firm belief that no
society, past or present, has given the place of honour, dignity
and respect that the Holy Book has bestowed on womane

The first chaptcr gives an overview of the position of women
in societies prior to the advent of Islam in order to comprehend
more fully and appreciated the revolution brought about by the
teachings of the Qur’an in the inter-relationship and rights and
responsibilities of both men and women.
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CHAPTER 1

WOMEN IN HISTORY

A study of the history of human civilization reveals
that it is seldom that woman has been given her rightful
position 1n society.?:{’Many philosophers, thinkers and scholars,
in different peripds '6mory have been giving divergent views
about woman. ‘f"Sometimes she was regarded as “the root of
all evils” and sometimes she was worshipped as “goddess of
fertility.”” Between these two extreme views, woman had actually

lost her natural position)

GREEK CIVILIZATION :
Greek Civilization is regarded as one of the most magnificent

. civilizations in history. In its early phase woman Was regarded
' as a‘'sub-human creature, inferior to man. The Greek philospohers
' “like Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Herodotus and others regarded’
- 5 — =
woman as fit only to perform household chores.

| Plato brings under one category “childien, women, and
<ervants.””! Woman was confined to her home with her chastity

as a jealoysly guarded treasure. Male and female apartments in
| the same house were well segregated.

__ + 'Then came the period of perversion and licence in Sparta—
| the great Greek City-state. Spartans wanted strong and brave
. citizens. They, therefore, left their men and women free of all

moral bonds for bringing forth healthy children :

|
\ g

i ~ 1. A Short History of Weman, p. 90. K
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««Qince the supreme good of the state was the production of il
healthy children, there was nothing immoral in free intercourse
between people outside the ‘bonds of matrimony, always
provided that the men and women who indulged in it, conformed
to the necessary high standard of physical excellence. Such
free love was, therefore, not discouraged and brought to disgrace,
whereas celibacy was a sin and a crime.’’? "

‘q-__.---"-._

At a later stage indulgence in the pleasures of the body came€
to be known as arts and aesthetics. This directly affected the
position of women in Greece.

ROMAN CIVILIZATION ;.
In its earliest “phase we find women totally dependent on

men. Before marrﬂiage she was subject to the supervision and
authority of the father and after marriage of her husband. ' “As

<uch she could not, of course, exercise any public or civil office,

she could not act as witness, she could not sign a will, she
ould not make a contract, she could not inherit property ifrom

anyone.” ?

A

Gradﬁ,ally, however, woman acquired a better position 1n
society. Although man remained the Chief of the family unit
his authority over- his wife was eroded to a considerable extent.
with further adﬁf;nbcment- }n_ civilization the Roman woman be-
came economically independent and attained in general greater
i)oﬁer and legal status. Divorce became easier and marriage could f i,?

ol
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* _ be dissolved on flimsy grounds. Seneca (4 B.C.-65 A.D.), the re- g f
nowned Roman philosopher and statesman, said : o

¢
3
§
4
[

s

]
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. _ | o B
Rome. Women calculate their age by the number of husbands .-

they have. taken.”? Cato openly held juvenile delinquency a.si

: &
1. A Short History of Woman, P- 100. _ Y
2. Ibid. p. 103. _ . T
3. S Abdul Ala Maududi . Purdah and the Status of Women in -

islam, Translated and Edited by Al-Asharl, Lahore 1979. %
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justifiable’ Cicero also pleaded for granting moral laxity to the
youth. '

When the restraint on public morality turned loose, a flood
of sexual licentiousness, and promiscuity burst upon Rome.
Theatres bécame scenes of perversion. Houses were adorned
with naked and immoral paintings.  Prostitution became common.

Men and women bathed together in public baths. Roman litera-
ture contained immodest and immoral themes. All this led to

the decline and fall of Roman Empire.

'CHRISTIAN EUROPE :
Christianity began by inculcating moral teachings among the

people. It forbade adultery. Wives were praised for their
chastity. Early Christianity aimed at purity of morals of both
‘men and women and therefore considered marriage as a necessary
social institution. But soon these noble teachings were changed.
‘The clergy looked upon woman as evil and responsible for the
:origina—ll sin of man.

Father Tertulian (A.D. 150) said about woman :

“Do you know, that each of you is an Eve; the sentence

wod 1ellb |\

of God on this sex of yours live in this age ; the guilt must of
]]necessity live too, you are the devil’s gateway, you are the un-

ifaler of that tree ; you are the first deserter of the Divine Law ;

L ou are she who persuaded him whom the devil was not valiant
| nough to attack. You destroyed so easily God’s Image Man.”’1

| @e of the Greek Fa}.lleré_t;f the CThurclq- sﬁys}

. “She is an mevitable evil, an eternal mischief, an attractive
‘calamity, a domestic risk, a charming and decorated misfortune.”’2

¥
I -

E]
I ¥
L]

1. Dr. Parveen Shaukat Ali, Status of Women in the Muslim
1. World, p.11.
.{ 2. S. Abul A’la Maududi, Purdah and the Status of Women

'

in Islam, p. 9.
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Such ideas adversely affected the status of woman in Chris-. 4" .
She became wholly dependent on man. Her free- ||
n away under the pretence of protecting her from :

tian society.
15
of having property and inheritance o

dom was take
sin, She had no rights

—

L
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ge meant only a- legiti- @b

Celibacy was considered holy. Marria
mate outlet for lust. Dissolution of marriage was prqhibited. 1}
It was vicious and sinful for the widow or widower to marry J

again. Thus the position of woman under Christianity was very %

unenviable.

PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIA : .
In pre-Islamic Arabia it was regarded a disgrace to have i

hence the custom of burying them alive. Woman was
the privilege and the right

le guardian to give her g
. . “i
mir Al1 ;

' daughters
considered as a mere plaything. It was

of her father, brother or any other ma
rriage to whomsoever he chose. To quote Syed A {
«Among the pagan Arabs, a woman was considered a mere ;
chattel ; she formed an integral part of the estate of her husband i
or her father, and the widows of a man descended to his son Or |
sons by right of inheritance as any “other portion of his parti-

in ma

imony.’’!

! | . | | oL
Polygamy and polyandry were practiced among ancient
Arabs. There was no uniform law for regulating marriage and

ey oris in the social life /4
of the Arabs. . ‘ ._ | o
 social milieu that the Quran was revealed t?

he message that all mankind—male and §

orce and this created serious complicatl

3

Allah and that He does not prefer. 3

e E

' the Holy Prophét with t
female —has been created by
other on the basis of a person’s sex.

t

one over the

(]
B
1. Léycd':g_;ﬁlir Ali, The Spirit of Islam, p. 82. ‘ téj
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And Allah hath given you wives of your own kind, and
hath given you, from your wives, sons and grandsons,
and hath made provision of good things for you. Is

| it then in vanity that they believe and in the grace of
Allah that they disbelieve ? [16/72]

> ! o @ - - 8w & 03 e e @ Xy i - W
u.&.--a_-’n.:.-.-.- ..;,-..-:..ﬁ_.aJJa.:la.-.-
o = |0 | 55 ylnoz ) JIl— 9 Ly g k.
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O mankind ! Lo ! We have created you male and female,
and have made you nations and tribes that ye may know

one another. Lo! the noblest of you, in the sight of
Allah, is the best in conduct. Lo! Allah is knower,

| Aware; [49/13]
| _
38 3G aibhj omt, A3 i1 SIS Vo L5
" a o -
[r.z;/'d‘ﬂ]

4 O

Hath not man seep that We h

ave created him from g
drop of seed ? Yet Jo ! he

1S an open opponent. [36/77] '
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So let man consider from what he is created. He is

created from a gushing fluid. That issued from
between the loins and ribs. Lo ! He verily is Able to
return him (unto life). On the day when hidden

thoughts shall be searched ouf, Then will he have no
might nor any helper. [86/5-10]
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Unto Him 18 referred (all) knowledge of the Hour. And
no fruits burst forth from their sheaths, and no female

carrieth or bringeth forth but with His knowledge. And .

on the day when He ca‘lleth unto them ; Where are

no@ My.partnersj.? they will say : We confess unto Thee, 'Hg
\ uq:c one’af us 18 2 witness (for them). ¥ e [41/47] E;.—;
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And Allah brought you forth from the wombs of your
mothers knowing nothing, and gave you hearing and

sight and hearts that haply ye might give thanks. [16/78]
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He bestoweth female (off-spring) upon whom He will
and bestoweth male (off-spring) upon whom He will ;
Or He mingleth them, males and females, and He
maketh barren whom He will. Lo! He is Knower,

Powerful. [42/49-50]
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Allah knoweth that which every female beareth and that
which the wombs absorb and that which they grow. And
everything with Him is measured. [13/8]

]

i

£

Marfat.com



<16 |
) 8 I -~ ~ @ I .-n-.’in @ I o, ) T e e et it T‘I.r
r P'KJ"M F'_' data U-: r&....l t...:l_,_}' (3=t -0 W “-T“J g
| o A 3 - e - 1 8,0 3 b - - i 0
e RIS .jlcqa—"'\.)_, uﬁ-‘rC}—G (l_‘.u_:f P l—?‘.’J‘ |
¢ i '
J 0 - ' - - - ' w i
[vi/ve] . 0.:—::«-—‘.. d_-_ﬂ‘ ._}—f-hﬁ_b ul_";_:_:_Sf \ iﬂth
: | {2
Allah created you from dust, then from a little fluid, then 1 5‘61
He made you pairs (the male and female). No female - | e
‘beareth or bringeth forth save with His knowledge. And A {he!
no one groweth old who groweth old, nor is aught '-'-"-..Thf
lessened of his life, but it is recorded in a Book. Lo! \ fof
that is easy for Allah. | - {35/11] |
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The event of Satan tempting Adam and
in the Holy Quran but unlike the story ‘1 the Genesis it was not

Eve (the name is not mentioned in the Holy Quran) who was
the first to yield to temptation. Both Adam and Eve acted toge-
ther ; sinned together and were pardoned after their repentance.
There is no scriptural authority for the Muslims to blame womah

for the sins of man.
Our first parents Were bestowed with the faculty of choice
which implied that they had the capacity for evil about which

they were forewarned. They -ealised the evil with their fall,
but God 1n His Grace provided them the opportunity to regain

Allah has neither shown any preference DOT
een Adam and his wife.

their lost status.
made any distinction betw

ey
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VERSES FROM THE HOLY QURAN
ON
ADAM AND EVE
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And (unto man) i O ‘Adam! Dwell thou and thy wife

in the Garden and eat from whence ye will, but come
not nigh this tree lest ye become wrong-doers.

Then Satan whispered to them that he might manifest
unto -them that which was hidden from them of their
shame, and he said : Your Lord forbade you from this
tree only lest ye should become angels or become of the
immortals.

And he swore unto them (saying): Lo ! I am a sincere
adviser unto you.

Thus did he lead them on with guile. And when they
tasted of the tree their shame was manifest to them
and they began to hide (by heaping) on themselves some
of the leaves of the Garden. And their Lord called
them, (saying): Did I not forbid you from that tree
and tell you: Lo! Satan 1s an open enemy to you ?
They said : Our Lord ! We have wronged ourselves. If
Thou forgive us not and have not mercy on us, surely
we are of the lost ! | 3 [7/19-23]

1 - d = o O o A = 30 -~ D 2 06 3 -1 ) - 8 ) -

Lzl,..,_a p AT A | d:..:-_gjj il ..f.u| r.‘.‘-r_.! -

0 I o - Bl | o o Do oot .--..n: k)

| Lj_,_i.:.i GJ-?hu-“ﬂ-Lﬁl-!J-ﬂ_J y,} --'i" Sy e IJ‘-::';
": : - O 1.4 -
! [va/r] O O-atbdl -
lf

i And Wesaid: O Adam ! Dwell thou and thy wife in
{ the Garden, and eat ye freely (of the fruits) thereof

where ye will; but come not nigh this tree lest ye be-
come wrongdoers. | [2 :35]

Marftat.com



20

A
w ' - o e e o [ o .-r--...,.l.-.-.-

‘..4...-4 l...u.-.g__:-_,...a-l_'l 1_«‘.__.5 U._l‘z....__u.__" ‘_.Q—-G—JJ‘ ’

-

d - J 0O - -'ﬂJ

d 34_5 U"""‘J F_SC_,,;._;_J 1 _,-]a.....-ml ool e gL A-ﬁ-ILJK .

g

r
v} J----ud-r-ﬂj B ¥ o -

[\‘"I/T]' O LJ""""" LS'” CL.....; 8 yelulieiras U"}N‘u' r..-i.l_,

But Satan caused them to deflect therefrom and expelled
them from the (happy) state in which they were; and
~ We said : Fall down, one of you a foe unto the other !
There shall be for you on earth a habitation and provi-

sion for a time. [2 : 36]
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But the Devil whispered to' him, saying: O Adam !
- Shall 1 show thee the tree of immortality and power that
: Wasteth not away ?

Then they wam ate thereof, so that their shame became Y
apparent unto them and they began to hide by heaping 3|
on themselves some of the leaves of the Garden. And

Adam disoveyed his Lord, so went astray.

Then his Lt::r'r{fl chose him, and relented toward him, ane
guided him. T

" " .
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He said : Go down hence, both of you, one of you a
foe unto the other. But if there come unto you from Me

a guidance then whoso followeth My guidance, he will
[20 ; 123]

not go astray nor come to grief.
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CHAPTER 4 o

EQUALITY OF SEXES =

Ghe position of women in the socalled great civilizations
of the past reveals that ‘““a woman had in no period of her life

an independent existence.”! Man regarded her occasionally a
goddess, usually as a slave, but rarely as a companion and a
comrade. Even Modern Europe which claims that it has totally
liberated woman from man-chauvanism, fails to provide her

with the rightful role in society. It was for the first time that
Islam bestowed equal rights to a womanD

There is a complete and separate Surah in the Holy Quran

about Women (i.e. Al-Nisa). It is in this Surah wherein Allah
has laid down clearly the doctrine of equality.

The Holy Qufan is addressed to all mankind—men and wo-
men alike. Certain passages make this explicit by addressing
both men and women. “Lo ; men who surrender unto Allah,
and women who surrender, and men who believe, and women

who -believe, and men who obey and women who obey, and
men who speak the truth, and women who speak truth, and
men who persevere (in righteousness) and women who per-
severe, and men who are humble and women who are humble,
and men who give alms and women who give aims, and men who
~ fast and women who fast, and men who guard their modesty and

1. Marriage and Morals, p. 26.
| 25 .
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women who guard (their modesty) and men who remember Allah
much and women who remember Allah hath prepared for them

~ forgiveness and a vast reward. [33 : 35]

Both men and women will be raised on the Day of Judge-
ment and rewarded or punished on the basis of their deeds.
“On the day when the hypocritical men and the hypocritical
women will say unto those who believe ; Look on us that we may
borrow from your light ; it will be said : Go back and seek for
light ; Then there will separate them a wall wherein is a gate, the
s ner side whereof containeth mercy, while the outer side thereof
:s toward the doom. They will cry unto them (saying) were we
not with you ? They will say : Yea, verily ; butye tempted one an-
other, and hesitated, and doubted, and vain desires beguiled you
ti11 the ordinance of Allah came to pass; and the deceiver

deceived you concerning Allah.” (57 : 13-14)

«O mankind be careful of duty to your Lord who cre-
ated you from a single soul and from it created its mate-and from
them twain hath spread abroad a multitude of men and women.”

4:1)

| This is a declaration that all human beings are equal. There
is no distinction of race, sex, Or colour in Islam and both men
and women stand on equal footing in respect of enjoying basic
1 human rights because they all ultimately spring from a single

source.

\ God does not distinguish between man and woman. Both
' can attain the highest place of honour and distinction by virtue
() of his or her faith and righteous deeds. Both are promised
) ~ similar rewards if they obey Divine Commandments and both are
-~ warned against similar chastisement if they disregard those com-
mandments. Says the Holy Quran: “And whoso doeth good

]2
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works, whether of male or female, and he (or she) is a believer such

will enter paradise and they will not be wronged the dint in a Pl
date-stone. | (4 : 124) |

Islam believes in co-operation between the male and female. \ |
A woman is a full and equal partner of man. She has an inde=

pendent personality.. Her life, her honour and her property are
as sacred as those of man.
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VERSES FROM THE HOLY QURAN

ON
EQUALITY OF SEXES
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Whosoever doeth right, whether male or female, and
is a believer, him verily We shall quicken with good life
and We shall pay them a recompense in proportion to
the best of what they used to do. [16 : 97]
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Whose doeth an ill-deed, he will be repaid the like there-

of, while whoso doeth right, whether male or remale,
and is a believer, (all) such will enter the Garden, where
they will be nourished without stint. [40 : 40]
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And whoso doeth good works, whether of male or fe-

male, and he (or she) is a believer, such will enter paradise

and they will not be wronged the dint in a date-stone.[4 : 1 24]
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"And their Lord hath heard them (and He saith): Lo !
I suffer not the work of any worker, male or female, to be
lost. Ye prt)ceed onehfro'm another. So those who _fled
and were driven forth from their homes and suffered
damage for My cause, and fought and were slain, verily
I shall remit their evil deeds from them and verily 1
shall bring them 1nto Gardéns underneath which rivers

flow—A reward from Allah. And with ' Allah is the

fairest of rewards. ; [3: 193]
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Lo ! those who give alms, both men and women, and
lend unto Allah a goodly loan, it will be doubled for

them, and theirs will be a rich reward. [S7 : 18]
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Lo! men who surrender unto Allah, and women who

surrender, and men who believe and women who believe,

and men who obey and women who obey, and men who

1 speak the truth and women who speak the truth, and
men who persevere (in righteousness) and women who' '

persevere, ané men who are humble, and women who

are humble, and men who give alms and women who

* give alms, and men who fast and women who fast, and

, men who guard their modesty and women who guard

i (their modesty) and men who remember Allah much and

H; | women who remember—Allah hath prepared for them

r;;i —  forgiveness and a vast reward. [33: 35]
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On the day when thou (Muhammad) wilt see the
believers, men and women, their light shining forth before

them and on their right hands, (and wilt hear it . said
unto them): Glad news, for you - this day : Gardens

underneath which rivers flow, wherein ye are immortal.
That is the Supreme triumph.  On the day when
the hypocritical men and the hypocritical women will
say un_ltb those who believe : Look on us that we may
bqrrow from your light! it will be said : Go back and
seek for light; Then there will separate them a wall
wherein is a gate, the inner side whereof containeth
mercy, while the outer side thereof is toward the doom.
They will cry unto them (saying): Were we not with
yoﬁ 9 They will say : Yea, verily ; but ye tempted one
another, and hesitated, and dobted, and vain desires
beguiled you till the ordinance of Allah came to pass,
and the deceiver deceived you concerning Allah ;
So this day no ransom can be taken from you nor from
those who disbelieved. Your home 1is the Fire ; that

is your patron, and a hapless journey’s end. [57 : 12-15]
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And those who malign believing men and believing
women undeservedly, they bear the guilt of slander and
manifest sin. [33 : 58]
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So Allah punisheth hypocritical men and hypocritical
women, and idolatrolus men and idolatrous women.
But Allah pardoneth believing men and believing wo-

men, and Allah is ever Forgiving, Merciful. w1133 3:73]
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As for the thief, both male and female, cut off their
hands. It is the reward of their own' deeds, an examp-
lary punishment from Allah. Allah is Mighty, Wise [5 : 38]




CHAPTER 5

INTER-RELATIONSHIP AND RIGHTS &
RESPONSIBILITIES OF MAN WOMAN

(I‘here is no difference in social, economic and human rights
of man and woman. Islam recognises both as equals and part-
ners. 'Women have the freedom to make their own decisions in

every sphere of human activity including economic, social and
political ' spheres. They are accountable for their actions as .
they have been endowed with the same mental and spiritual

faculties.

The Quran reproaches those who believe women to be
inferior to men. “And they assign unto Allah daughters—Be
glorified ! and unto themselves what they desire. When if one

of them receiveth tidings of the birth of a female, his face re-
maineth darkened, and he is wroth inwardly. He hideth him-

" self from the folk because of the evil of that whereof one hath
| had tidings (asking himself) : Shall he keep it in contempt, or
bury it beneath the dust. Verily evil is their judgement.”

(16 : 57-59) )

God created men and women from a single soul. There is

| no distinction between men and women on the grounds of sex.

As human beings both are equal in all respects. “O mankind be

" careful of duty to your Lord who created you from a single soul
, and from it created its mate and from them twain hath spread
: abroad a multitude of men and women.” (4 :1).

Women are a source of comfort and rest and it is a sign of
God that He has set between man and woman mutual love and
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mercy, ‘‘And of his signs is this : He created for you helpmeets i 8
that ye might find that y¢ might find rest in them, and He ordain- i} f_Jﬂ"‘B
ed between you love and mercy.’’ - (30/21) ﬂlakﬂ
: 0

They protect 'and_ save each other from sin and provide ﬂliﬁ

warmth and closeness of compani

onship and a sold intimate \ \ i
' e

friendship. Thé){ ei{j?i_ﬁi’the right and foﬂ?id‘ the wrong. “And

o . BEARL » ' . _ .. ,:3
the believers, men ‘and "women, are protecting friends one of I¢
|.

another ; they enjoin the right and forbid the wrong, they estab- | )
lish worship and they pay the poordue, and they obey Allah and {§
His messenger. As for these Allah will have mercy ol them. i ’
Lo ! Allah is Mighty, Wise.” (9/71) Tk 1! \ﬁ?ﬁ
1t is forbidden to forcibly inherit women ; man 1s 'fequired ‘t i

to consort with them 1n kindness. ' ‘O ye who believe : It 'is not ;
lawful for you forcibly to inherit the women (of your deceased i

kinsmen), nor (that) ye should put constraint upon them that ye |
may take away a part of that which ye have given them, unless §
they be guilty of flagrant lewdness. But consort with them in i E
kindness, for if ye hate them, it may happen that ye hate a thing
horein Allah hath placed much good.”  (4/19:20) "

e responsible for meeting the material needs of women |
also to ‘bequeath unto their
t (of their own) ‘

|

Man ar
not only during their lifetime but
wives a provision” unless they opt to go ou

“(In the case of) those of you who are about to die and:
3 % |

E.J”.”{J “

accord.
ehind them wives, they should bequeath unto their wives a |-

leave b
"= " provision for the year without turning them out.” (2/240) "1£ c
(Good women are obedient and chaste. Islam prescr_ib"é%zé'}
ik

exemplary punishment for those who accure honourable women: |

«And those who accuse honourable women but bring not f{juﬁ;;

» - . ‘., ‘1?‘
witnesses scourge them (with) eighty stripes and never (aftexwafd_}‘i |
accept their testimony —TLhey indeed are evildoers.” (24/4-5) ( ﬁ
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them to excel the other, and because they spend of their property
(for the support of women).” (4 : 34) This does not automatically
make men superior. Women have rights similar to those of men
although man is regarded as: the. senior: partner. “And they
(women) have rights similar to those (of men) over them in

- kindness, and men are a degree above them.”!! (2:228). This is

" because of their role as the head of the family.- "It does not mean
any discrim ination or superiority of one over the other.

A case is made out of the infirmity of women by quoting a

verse on two women witnesses. “When ye contract a debt for a
fixed term, record it in writing...And call to witness, from among
your men, two witnesses. And if two men be not (at hand) then

a man and two women, of such asye approve as witnesses, SO
that if the one erreth (through forgetfulness) the other will remem-
 ber.” (2:282). The law requires that if a woman forgets some-
thing, then the other woman would remind her, or if she makes
an error, the other would help to correct her. It is a precautionary
measure to guarantee honest transactions and proper dealings

between people.

( The Quran demands the observance of chastity both from
" men and women. ¢Tell the believing men to lower their gaze
1 and be modest. That is purer for them. Lo ! Allah is Aware of
what they do. And tell the believing women to lower their gaze
and be modest, and to display of their adornment only that
 which is apparent, and to draw their veils over their bosoms, and
| not to reveal their adornment save (o their own husbands...”
(24 : 30-31).

# ./fslam improved the position of women and brought them at
par with men in a number of ways :

- . e
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1. Female infanticide was suppressed.

P . TN

e
i -r—- -l 1 -,
=] .-: LH"—I-

2. Women were recognised as spiritual equals of men.
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3. Search for knowledge was regarded as incumbent on
male and female alike.

4. She was given the freedom to select her husband.

5 She has the legal rights to seek separation from her \
husband. ‘ ) :

6. Female property rights were guaranteed by law and she \
was entitled to her share in inheritance. 1

7.  Women like men, could attain any place of honour and l
glory through righteous deeds. 4

Q. It is incumbent on both men and women to lead a chaste
life. ey '

r

The inter-Relationship is based on mutual love and trust. |

The rights and obligations are the same. Allah says: “O \

. mankind ! Lo! We have created you male and female,” and J

have made you nations and tribes that ye may know one another. ||
Lo! the noblest of you, in the sight of Allah, is the best 1in

conduct.’j (49 : 13) .
The conduct of a beligving woman is described thus in the ~§

~ Holy Quran. «0Q Prophet! If believing women come unto /i
= ‘thee, taking oath of allegiancs unto thee that they will ascribe : (ijf
"~ 'nothing as partner unto Allah, and will neither steal nor commit 1
adultrey nor kill their children, nor produce any lie that they. i

" have devised between their hands and feet, nor disobey thee in {
what is right, then accept their allegiance and ask Allah to for- {ff.[

give them. Lo! Allahis Forgiving, Merciful.”” (60 : 12).
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It is obligatory on a Muslim woman to have i—
(1) Faith in Allah. |
(2) Lead a life of _chastit);;
(3) Follow the right.
(4) Not to kill her child.
(5) Not to steal.
(6) Never to tell a lie.
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VERSES FROM THE HOLY QURAN

ON
INTER-RELATIONSHIP AND RIGHTS AND _
RESPONSIBILITIES OF MAN & WOMAN' \
\
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O mankind ! Be careful of your duty to your Lord
Who created you from a single soul and from it created \
its mate and from them twain hath spread abroad a

toward Allah in Whom ye claim (your rights) of one
another, and toward the. wombs (that bore you). Lo !

Allah hath been a Watcher over you. [4: 1] ,_r'--a:;;‘

. multitude of men and women. Be careful of your duty l
i
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And whoso doeth good works, ,.W'het.he_r of male or
female,-and he (or . she) is a believer, such: will enter

paradise and they w:ll not be wronged the dint i in a
date-stone. 4 : 124]
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[44/4]

And He it is Who hath produced you from a single
being, and (hath given you) a habltatlon and a reposi-

tory. We have detailed Our revelations for a_gpeoplfe who
have understanding. 1. 1[0 $99]
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(And the believers, men and women, are protecting
friends one of another ; they enjoin the right and forbid
the wrong, and they establish worship and they pay the

poor-due, and they obey Allah and His messenger. As
for these, Allah will have mercy on them. Lo! Allah

is Mighty, Wise. , : [9 3 71]




[ev/e]l . s O Lsls

And covet not the thing in which Allah hath made some - "-}; .
of you excel others. Unto men a fortune from that
which they have earned, and unto women a fortune from it
that which they have _ea.rﬁed (Envy not one another) but 1
ask Allah of His bounty. Lo! Allah is ever Knower l
of all things. b R ¢ £ V) ‘
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Vile women are for vile men, and vile men for vile }-_;_;
women. Good women are.for good men, and good men {»ﬁ
for good women ; such are innocent of that which people - ‘;

say : For. thefn is pardon and a bountiful provision. [24 : 26] L,:a
L %

, Ma;rft com



s 1 # -E.ﬂ.fﬂ--.--rﬁ.lﬁ.---' - = 0 J -Jﬁ‘_-ﬂ.l - 0 -
L ] L | l|

- u",_jl“‘ "

8 3 ~0 - n.r.:.-upa I =D 0 )s D~ WIOJ -

]HJ—&UUK-’ [,.{J iTJl ;_.-.‘.‘.5'1:4 | gs2l5 a_b_,):.:l_;

- L |
- 8~ D J D ~0 JD~ O J I o o o W

TSI LAl o il Bl o5 e

w2 bHI -J-r#E.ﬂﬁ - o = W a’ﬁ:::ug S = 0 b
7

CJ-“‘.’_;—CZL:.J Y l_}-—“—” ) rl--_..a._” ‘_9.:._:| o e o=

- - - - -

5 .-nJ-'E:--: L J“""""“_,;. {1 = 0 ‘-:ﬂf --ﬁ.l&‘#-
UHJ-U)\B Aﬂlb_’.h-l—g_b .-Lg:-w.a-” U—"U}-‘fl‘ru:“_’

-

s lIW~ 63D -~ e P13 -2 - -
O Q) 8-Fard P.&.Ln_l eladd ol A yantd TErEg

o |, - - -

[\AL!T]

1t is made lawful for you to go unto your— wives on the
| night of the fast. They are raiment for you and ye are
raiment for them. Allah is Aware that ye were deceiving
yourselves in this respect and He hath turned in mercy
| toward you and relieved you. So hold intercourse with
e - them and seek that which Allah hath ordained for Yyou,
[ and eat and drink until the white thread becometh dis-
ll ~ tinct to you from the black thread of the dawn. Then
4 strictly observe the fast till nightfall and touch them not,
but be at your devotions In the mosques. These are
the limits imposed by Allah, so approach them not.
Thus Allah expoundeth His revelations to mankind that

they may ward of (evil). [2 : 187]
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‘Tell the believiﬂg men to lower their gaze and be modest.
- That is purer for- them. Lo! Allah is Aware of ‘what
they do. ~ And tell the believing women to lower
their gaze and be modest, and.to display of their adorn- |
ment only that which 1s apparent, and to draw their | vf
veils over their bosoms, and not to reveal their adorn- ¥
ment save to their own husbands or fathers or husbands’ A
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brothers or their brothers’ -sons or sisters’ sons or their
women, or their slaves, or male attendants who lack
vigour, or children who know naught of women'’s naked-
ness. And let them not stamp their feet so as to reveal

what they hide of their adornment. And turn unto Allah

together, O believers, in order that ye may succeed.
[24 : 30-31]

2 20 ot s J I ---ul.nl

u.._......_,.o_ll ﬂ-Lu..'l_’ LS:_,__;_; n_f_n..l_,)'ﬂ J u...--..”l.é.ll..i

- 0 -ﬂ-H - = o= 0 23 2

U.J B d‘ -J.ﬁ‘ ljz.j.ﬁ L",_f._ﬁ_._l)k_x u....e u_.‘.-....-._L-C LJ-n_‘-LJ

Z023 -~ 231 DB F - -

[a4/rv] O l-“‘-*-"‘J il ail Oy " 535 3
0 Prophet ! Tell thy wives and thy daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their cloaks close round
them (when they go abroad). That will be better, so that
they may be recggniséd;and not annoyed. Allah is ever
Forgiving, Merciful. [33 & 39]
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No blame is there upon the blind nor any blame upon

the lame nor any blame upon the sick nmor on yourselves
if ye eat from your fathers, or the houses of your mothers,

-~ or the houses, of your buothens. or the houses of your
- sisters, or the houses of your fathers’ brothers, or the
houses of your fathers’ sisters, or the houses of your
_mothers’ brothers, or the houses of your mothers’ sisters,
or (from that, whereof ye hold the keys, or (from the
house) of a friend. No sin shall it be for you whether
ye eat togéther or apart. But when ye enter houses,
salute one another with a greeting from Allah, blessed
and sweet. Thus Allah maketh clear His revelations

for you, that haply ye may understand. [24 : 61]




-, k]
o v O e et B e ~0 G - )
-
-

:.Eu:—“ 1_5:?)-!: EST F-QJJ:.Jﬂ‘_}_LA\ C,.Q_U‘LHLII_

H.‘Iﬂ..'l'l.lﬂ--l - b - ﬂ.l'-_ﬁ.,.- w Jo 2 .J n.:--.- .
w ' - -'E o W - J - - -'ﬁ-ﬂl: -E__l:'l

= -

- - -

- - ] JHE#FE - =z b - .."Iﬂ.-: .I_"I - o D~ W

-
-
- -
-

: -
0 3 3 -~ z - © w J 1 & ﬁ.lb-IﬁYﬁ-.-.-m ﬂ-.-

| g LIS ULli..:; -] WPy | P-:.,_..J'Lg ,E:"j CYoe G:’-J

2 ] R P B i e 3 D

O Lzms 1l Gligy AUl "aad

PR LR e ol

0 - ' &I 13 8= 1 o, “ . e ] e -
s u"lf‘w U_,,Z-_.il A9 § JL-J_’-LA-LJ 1....#-_-.5'_3

- 0w 0 29

[T‘ = 1‘|/ﬂ'] 0 CL;Q-LEC; l—t-_-.--i f.—i:-.i E).l.;-.i;

O ye who believe! It isnot lawful for you forcibly
to inherit the women (of your deceased kinsmen), nor
| (that) ye should put constraint upon them that ye may
take 'away a part of that which ye have given them,
unless they be guilty of ﬂagrant' lewdness. But consort
1 with them in kindness, for if ye hate them it may happen
] - that ye hate a thing wherein Allah hath placed much good.
And ifye wish to exchange one wife for another
and ye have given unto one of them a sum of money
: (however great) take nothing from it. Would ye take it by
: the way of calumny and open Wwrong ? How can
i ye take it (back) after one of you hath gone in unto

3 the other, and they have taken a strong pledge from

',} % , you ? [4:19-21]
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Allah hath not assigned unto any man two hearts within
his body, nor -hath He made your wives whom ye declare
(to be your mothers’) your mothers -nor hath. He made
those whom ye claim (to be your sons) your sons, This
is but a saying of your mouths. But Allah saith the
truth and He showeth the way. = ' 133 : 4]
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The adulterer shall not marry save :an adulteress or an *3‘1
idolatress, and the adulteress inone shall marry save an Vﬁ
e . oo
adultérer or an idolater. All that is forbidden ‘unto e
believers. = s [24: 3] gﬂ;
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Men are in charge of women, because Allah hath made \_/
the one of them to excel the other, and because they

spend of their property (for the support of women).
So good women are the obedient, guarding in secret
that which Allah hath guarded. As for those from
whom ye fear rebellion, admonish them and banish them

to beds apart, and scourge them. Then if they obey
you, seek not a way against them. Lo! Allah isever
High, Exalted, Great. - - [4:34]
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As for those of your women who are guilty of lewdness,
call to witness four of you against them. And if they testi-
fy (to the truth of the allegation) then confine them to
the houses until death take them or (until) Allah appoint
for them a way (through new legislation). [4 5 13]
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And those who accuse honourable women but bring not
four witnesses, scourge them (with) eighty stripes and
never (afterward) accept their testimony—They indeed are
evil-doers. Save those who = afterward repent and
make amends. (For such) lo! Allah is Forgiving, Merci-
ful. [24 4-6]

As for those who accuse their wives but have no witnes-
ses except themselves let the testimony of one of them
be four testimonies (swearing) by Allah that he is of
those who speak the truth.
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If 2 woman feareth illtreatment from her husband, or
desertion, it is no sin for them twain if they make terms
of peace between themselves. Peace is better. But greed
hath been made present in the minds (of men). If ye do
good and keep from evil, lo! Allah is ever Informed
of what ye do. Ye will not be able to deal  equally
between (your) wives, however much ye wish (to do so).
But turn not altogether away (from one), leaving her as
in suspense. If ye do good and keep from evil, lo!
Allah is ever Forgiving, Merciful. But if they separate,
Allah will compensate each out of His abundance.
Allah is ever All-Embracing, All-knowing, [4 : 128-130}
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O ye who believe ; When ye contract a debt for a fixed
term, record it in writing. Let a scribe record it in
writing between you in (terms of) ‘equity. No scribe
should refuse to write as Allah hath taught him, so let
him write and let him who incurreth the debt dictate,
and let him observe his duty to Allah his Lord, and
diminish naught thereof, but if he who oweth the debt
is of low understanding, or weak, or unable himself to
dictate, then let the puardian of his interests dictate in
(terms of) equity. And call to witness, from among
your men, two witnessess. And if two men be not (at
hand) then a man and two women, of such as ye approve .
as witnesses, so that if the one erreth (through forget-
fulness) the other will remembers. And the witnesses

must not refuse when they are summoned. Be not
averse to writing down (the contract) whether it be small

or great, with (record of) the term thereof. That is more
equitable in the sight of Allah and more sure for testi-
mony, and thé best way of avoiding doubt between

you ; save only in the case when it is actual merchan-
dise which ye transfer among yourselves from hand to

hand. In that case it is no sin for you if ye write it not.
And have witnesses when ye sell one to another, and let
a no harm be done to scribe or witness. If ye do (harm

to them) lo! itisa sin in you. Observe your duty to
Allah. Allah is teaching you, And Allah is Knower

of all things. | [2 : 282]
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(In the case of) those of yoﬁ who are about to die and
leave behind them wives, they should bequeth unto their
wives a provision for the year without turning them out,
but if they go out (of their own accord) there is no sin for
you in that which they do of themselves within their

rights. Allah is Mighty, Wise. [2 : 240]
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Mothers shall suckle their children for two whole years :
(that is) for those who wish to complete the suckling.
The duty of feeding and clothing nursing mothers in. a
seeml)" manner is upon the father of the child. No one
should be charged beyond his capacity. A mother
should not be made to _suffer because of her child,
nor should he to whom the child is born (be made
to suffer) because of his child. And on the (father’s)
heir is incumbent the like of that (which was incum-
bent on the (father). If they desire to wean the
child by mutual consent and (after) consultation, it
is no sin for them ; and if ye wish to give your childern
out to nurse, it is no sin for you, provided that ye pay
what is due from you in kindness. Observe your duty
to Allah, and know that Allah is Seer of what ye do. [2 : 233]

QI = = | & o= - 9 . - Q@ LN wr - 2D t @ - 2 9y .

- - - -t

[

3
w = R - ,...ﬂ ;J.J-I'ul P O

g_-nl.:-_" u_’;ul‘ U_L.:h.l..-a U-n—a.(..l UI t:}""&"] d-.?r_g\,;j

-

-

u.?l d I = P ). 0 -0 . e w » O

Gl e gend s ,..-..w e .;uul.s U_ﬂ_s 5 Ol

o R L T ﬂ_;_,.

Lg..tjl ‘_}.,... O-6= 3 L;‘)\_,pl T_g.alJI <_)| dl.l:: u;" U.c:.:_,..!

. -

r_:-.-'.-r- EJﬂ'_...ﬂ' ﬁ e - -

b EESE o-a-l-ﬁ dl—=~;-U3 S Syt g ds

- Jﬂ - J1 -

- Lrvalr] , | Op—-"i"‘.:-’)-“' )

Women who are divorced shall wait, keeping themselves
_ _apart, three (monthly) courses. And it is not lawful for
| them that they should conceal that which Allah hath
ji | created in their wombs if they are believers in Allah and
‘| the Last Day. And their husbands would do better to
} take them back in that case if they desire a reconcilia-

; tion. And they (women) have rights similar to those

_r':! " (of men) over them in kindness, and men are a degree

¢ above them. Allah is Mighty, Wise. [2 ¢ 228]
-.I[,':

1

r




i
¢ O 3y O .-r.--Cw .In.!m-ulc.-.- a J - 3 0 -

a_,-.-l_'; cu_g_-._n U_L.G- u-h_}..at....aj d.....,c:...‘IJ.l‘ u-ﬁ-“.i-*".r"-’

= ,.-E- o 3° -~ 0 rﬁ--c.r.l- 90 el

Jel i o Cj_,_,_.:..JU_ Lello, o)l _,.L'L-J\ U.LL_Q

Lyrsfvlii8)) od) mo-har | OM\

It is no sin for you if ye divorce women while yet ye

have not touched them, nor appointed unto them a

portion. Provide for them, the rich according to his ‘\
!

L] ] J
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means, and the straitened according to his means a fair

provision. (This is) a2 bounden duty for those who do

good.
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As for women past child-bearing, who have no hope of
marriage, it is no sin for them if they discard their

(outer) clothing in such a_ way as not to show adorn-

ment. But to refrain is better for them., Allah is Hearer,
Knower. — . | [24 601 n
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They question thee (O Muhammad) concerning mens-
truation. Say: Itis an illness so let women alone at
such times and go not in unto them till they are cleansed.
And when they have purified themselves, then go in unto
them as Allah hath enjeined upon you. Truly Allah
loveth those who turn unto Him, and loveth those who
have a care for cleanness. Your women are a
tilth for you (to cultivate) so go to your tilth as ye will,
and send (good deeds) before you for your souls, and
fear Allah, and know that ye will (one day) meet Him.
Give glad tidings to believers (O Muhammad).
And make not Allah, by your oaths, a hindrance to
your being righteous and observing your duty unto Him
and making peace among mankind. Allah is Hearer,

Knower. [2 : 222-224]
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O ye who .bellieire.! -Enter not houses other than your
own ‘'without first announcing your presence and invok-

~  ing peace upon the felk thereof. T hat is better fer you,
that ye may be heedful

And if ye find no one therem still enter not until per-
mlssmn ‘hath been gwen And if it be said unto you :
Go away again, then g0 away, for 1t 1S purer for you.
Allah knoweth what ye do | [24 : 27-23]
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O ye who believe ! Let your slaves, and those of you
who have not come to puberty, ask leave of you at three
times (before they come 1nto your presence) : Before the
| prayer of dawn, and when ye lay aside your raiment for
the heat of noon, and after the prayer of night. Three
times of privacy for you. Itisno sin for them or
' for you at other times, when some of you go
. round attendant upon others (if they come into your
) presence without leave). Thus Allah maketh clear the

revelations for you. Allah is knower, Wise. And
when the children among you come to puberty then et
them ask leave even as those before them used to ask it.

_ Thus Allah maketh clear His revelations for you.
I Allah is Knower, Wise. . [24 ; 58-59]
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Such of you as dle and leave behind them wives, they
(the wives) shall wait, keeping themselves apart, four
months. and ‘ten days. And when they reach the term
(prescribed for them), then these is no sin for you'in
aught that they inay do. with: themselves ' in 'decency.
Allah is ' Informed of what ye do. There is no sin
for. you:iin that: which ye proclaim or hide in your
minds . concerning - your troth. ' with women. Allah
knoweth,: that ye will remember them. But plight
not your-troth with women except by uttering a recog-
nised form of words. And do not consummate the
marriage until (the term) prescribed is run. - Know that
Allah knoweth what. is in your minds, so beware. of
Him : and know that Allah is Forgiving, Clement.

—
e

L4

[2: 234-235]
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folk deride a folk who
(are) nor let- women (deride)

o may be better than they are; neither de-

fame one another, nor snsult one another by nicknames.
Bad is the name of lewdness after faith. And whoso

O ye who believe | Letnot a
may be better than they
women wh

.--“..Iiﬂ | I

Successful indeed are the believers Who are humble in
their prayers And who shun vain conversation,

And who are payers of the poor-due ; And who guard’

their modesty—Save from their wives or the (slaves)

that their right hands PpOsSess, for then they are not
blameworthy. But whoso craveth beyond that, such are

transgressors. [23:

“.—--E. - @ 0 - 9 - 3 255 © > @ - . o Bou B
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1-7]

turneth not in repentance, such are evil-doers. [49 : 11]
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CHAPTER 6

THE CONCEPT OF MODESTY 470,

Woman is nelthera piece of adornment nor an object of
satisfying man’s lust. She has her-own distinct personality :

respon51ble and accountable for her actions and like men subject
to the same rewards and punishments. ( She is entitled to dignity,
status and respect In society) e

'—_islam la trictions on wearing of decent and proper
clothmg and adornments.. The Holy Quran calls such things as
a gift of God and reproaches those who look upon them as for-
bidden. “Say : Who hath forbidden the adornment of Allah
which He hath brought forth for His bondmen....Say : My Lord
forbiddeth only indecencies, such of them as are apparent and

such as are within.” | _ [7-32 33)]

The observance of modesty and chastity are obligatory on
both men and women, but women must also be discreet in ‘matters

of displaying their adofnment “And tell the believing women
to lower their gaze and be modest, and to display of their adorn-

ment only that which is apparent, and to draw their vells over
thexr bosoms and not to reveal their adornment.” j [24 ;31

The ralrnant_ was revealed “to conceal your shame, and

splendid vesture;~but the raiment of restraint from evil, that is
best”. - it [T 261

Muslim women are required to draw their cloaks around
them ‘O Prophet; Tell thy wives and thy daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their cloaks close round them

o 58
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(when they go abroad). That will be better, so that they may be
- recognized and not annoyed. Allah is ever Forgiving, Merciful.”
' [33:59]

\

( Women have complete freedom of movement. They could

e’conhned to their homes only when there is a proven charge of |
indencency against them. “As for those of your women who are
guilty of lewdness, call to witness four of you against them. And
if they testify'(to the truth of the allegation) then confine them
to the houses until death take them or (until) Allah appoint for
them a way (through new legislation)™. 5y [4 : 15]

-

Tt is now an admitted fact that sexual laxity results in the
decline and fall of civilizations. The observance of chastity and

sexual fidelity by both men and women is therefore of utmost
importance for healthy, dynamic, forward looking and progres-
sive society.
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O Children of Adam We have revealed unto you
raiment to conceal your shame, and splendid vestui‘e,
but the raiment of restraint from evil, that is best. This
is of the revelations of Allah, that they may remember.
(7 : 26]
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O Children of Adam ! Let not Satan seduce you as he *1 "
-caused your (first) parents to go forth from the Garden ;
aud tore off from them their robe (of innocence) that he ol
might manifest their shame to them. Lo ! he seeth you, | ,rs;
he and his tribe, from whence ye see him not. Lo! We 1
have made the devils protecttng friends for those who i'g
believe not. & IR 2T) n;ﬁ
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Say : My Lord forbiddeth only indecencies, such of
them as are apparent and such as are within, and sin

and wrongful oppression, and that ye associate with
Allah that for which no warrant hath been revealed,

and that ye tell concerning Allah that which ye know

- (7 : 331
[I:“u./r] O o..e,-l U-Ul..-;..i f“‘:"ﬂ 9 P_{J u“l-«:-i RS

They (your wives) are raiment for you and ye are
raiment for them. 2 : 187]
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Say : Who hath f orbidden the adornment of Allah which
‘He hath brought forth for His bondmen,” and the good

things of His providing ? [7 : 32]
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O Prophet ! Tell thy wives and thy daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their cloaks ' close round
them (when they go abroad). That will be better, ' that
so they may be recognised and not annoyed. Allah is ever

Forgiving, Merciful. [33:59]
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Tell the believing men to lower their gaze and be
modest.. That is purer for them.. Lo ! Allah 1s aware
ofwhat they do. s i ety [24 30]
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And tell the believing women to lower their gaze and be
modest, and to display of their adornment only that
which is apparent, and to draw their veils over their
bosoms, and not to reveal their adornment save to their
~own husbands or fathers or husbands fathers or their
sons, or their husband’s sons, or their brothers or their
brothers’ sons, or sisten’s sons or their wowen, or their
slaves or male attendants who lack vigour or childrenwho
know naugh of women’s nakedness. And let them not
stamp their feet so as to reveal what they hide of their
adornment. And turn unto Allah together, O believers,
in order that ye may succeed. - [24 : 31]
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Lo ! men who surrender unto Allah e.nd wemen ‘who *
surrender and men who believe and women’' who belleve ™ A
and men who obey and women who obey, and men who
speak the truth and women who speak the truth,’and men ‘ |
|

who persevere (in righteousness) and- women -who-' per-
severe, “and- men who” are humble and women-who are
humble, and men-who give ‘alms and women who give
alms, -and men who fast and women who fast, aud men
who . guard (thelr modesty), and women who guard

(their modesty) and men, who remember ‘Allah. much
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and women Wwho ‘remember—Allah hath prepared for Pt
them forgiveness and a vast reward. 1 [33: 35] H{‘;
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CHAPTER" T
1) MARRIAGE

( Marriage is a religious duty and an open social commitment
for Muslims capable of meeting the responsibility It is a ‘’strong
pledge” which fortifies social relationship and adds to moral and
spiritual purlti) Those who cannot enter into a marriage contract
are required fo be chaste. “And let those who cannot find a
match keep chaste till Allah give ‘them independeuce by His
grace”. (24:33)" Islam forbid, sexual relations outside the
bonds of marriage. ‘“And come not near unto adultery. Lo ! it
is an abomination and an evil way’.

marriage can only take place with the consent of the

o — B '-"—"F

parties = volved and the woman making a free choice of her

compamou “Place not difficulties in the way of their matrying
their husbands if it is agreed between them in kindness”. (2 : 232)..
/ A “marriage contract 1is effected by uttering a recogmz-
sdform of words and by giving the women fheir marrlage por-
tmn\si) “But plight not your troth with womenméx‘cnzgﬁt—by uttering
a recognised form of words”. (2:235). “This day are (all) good
| things made lawful for you.. ...And so are the virtuous woman...

oy when ye give them their marriage p p_ortmns\ (5 5)

( A companion in marriage 1s a blessing of Allah)“And Allah
hath given you wives of your own kind, and hatk given you,
from your wives, sons and srandsons,’and hath made provision
of good things for you”. (16 : 72). They are a source of mutual
love, affection and enjoyment. “Your women are a tilth for you
(to cultivate) so go to your tilth as ye will, and send (good deeds)
before you for your souls, and fear Allah”. (2:223). It is enjoined
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upon believers to be kind to their women folk and not to forcibly
inherit them. “O ye who believe ; It is not lawful for you
forcibly to inherit the women’’. (4 ; 19)

Believers are forbidden to marry idolators and adulterers.
““The adulterer shall not marry save an adulteress or an idolato-
ress, and the adulteress none shall marry save an adulterer or

an idolator. All that is forbidden unto believers”. (24 : 3), It
is not lawful to marry certain blood relations from man’s/wo-

man’s side.

“And marry not those women whom your fathers married
except what hath already happened (of that nature) in the past.
Lo ! it was ever lewdness and abomination, and an evil way.
Forbidden unto you are your mcthers and your - -daughters, and
your sisters, and your father’s msters and your mother s sisters,

and your brothers daughters, and your sisters daughters, and
your foster-mothers, and your foster-sisters, and your mothers-in-

lax, and your step-’aaughtefs who are under your protection
(born) of your women unto whom ye have gone in—but if ye have
not gone in unto them, then it is no sin for you (to marry their
daughters)—aud the wives of your sons who (spring) from your
own loins. And (it is forbidden unto you) that ye should have
two sisters together, except what hath already happened (of that
nature) in the past. Lo ! Allah is ever Forgiving,  Merciful”’
{4385, 230 L5 ol Tounareiecmomer At awlul if theso/are
married by obtammg their consént and after giving them their

““due marriage : portions. ““And give unto the women, (whom ye
marry) free gift of their mamage portions ; but if they of their

-own accord remit unto you a part thereof, then ye are welcome to

absorb it (in your wealth)”. (4 :4)

The duration of nikahis indefinite. The Shia sect considers.

O o I T B i e
marriage for a predetermined period also lawful on the authority

of verse, “Lawlul unto you are all beyond those meEuB;édigo

that ye seek them with your wealth in honest wedlock, not

U
F

— — - —— \
.
-
-
» ]
-

,

"'--_--.|I| .-'\. '..' - --| ‘r

e Wy " 1 p
N o

——
- ' i L|
S e I.l" F 7 -
F '.:‘I::: gt A ﬁu i o --.I W Sy T
b B o el g e e VS £ oo
" - et

| .
:" -._' b -I-._,,,.._'ll I.:l
s T s

il
o

b
Ir‘;*i.j'.'r&';"-" N = e

e '-—?-.- = T
-



wiov '],E‘}.IE’W_

—

67

debauchery. And those of whom ye seek content (by mé_u*rying
them), give unto them their portions as a'duty. - And there is no
sin for you in what ye do by mutual agreement after the duty
(hath been done)”. (4 : 24)

Muslims are permitted to marry the women of the receivers
of the Scriptures. ““And so are the virtuous women of those who
received the Scripture before you (lawful for you) when ye give
them their niarriagqﬂgﬁortinns”. (5:59).

POLYGAMY (<

The key passage in the Quran in which polygamy 1s said to
be permissible is : ““And if ye fear that ye will not deal fairly by
the orphans, marry of the women, who seem good to you, two or
three or four; and if ye fear that ye cannot do justice (to so
many) then one (only) or (the captives) that your right hands
possess. Thus it is more likely that ye will not do injustice”.
(4 : 3). This is usually read with the following verse. “Ye will
not be able to deal equally between (your) wives, however much
ye wish (to-do 50). But turn not altogether away (from one)
leaving her as in suspenﬁe. If ye do good and keep from evil,
Lo! Allah is ever Forgiving Merciful’”’. (4:129). Equality in

dealings in the above verse means equality in feclings which is

impossible ; justice in the former verse implies equality in treat-
me nt pr'ovic_f_ling'food and clothing and the performance of con-
jugal rights etc, It i is obwaus that marnage ‘With more than one

| woman ata tlme 15 nat forbidden. It ‘was sanctloned after the

battle of Uhud Wwhen the communlty was left with many uncared
 for mdows and. orphans as well as prisoners of war. Polygamy

- 1s permissible only in unusual conditions™ and times to meet the
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special needs of society.

/i SLAVE GIRLS

Slaves were made out of prisoners of War. Islam ordered
that these may be released for a ransom or as act of piety. “Now
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when ye meet in battle those who disbelieve, then it is smiting of’
the necks until, when ye have routed them, then making fast of
bounds ;: and afterward either grace Or ransom till the war lay
down its burdens”. (47 : 4). This was an important stop to stop
the main source of slavery and led to its ultimate elimination.
Muslims were encouraged to free the slaves as atonement e.g.
«“He who hath killed a believer by mistake must set free a believ-
ing slave. (4;92) and *“Allah will not take you to task for that
which is unintentional in your ‘oaths, but He will take you to task
for the oaths which ye swear in earnest. The expiation . thereof
is the feeding of ten of the needy with the average of that where-
with ye feed your own folk, or the clothing of them, or the libera-
tion of slave”. (5:89), \
i

I
1E
-1

Muslims were encouraged to marry believing slave girls
«« And whoso is not able to afford to marry free, believing women, :f
let them marry from the believing maids whom your right hands ‘{
possess’’. (4: 25). ]
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“ A pious slave was to be preferred in marriage to an infidel.
«Believing bondwoman is better than an idolatress though she

please you ; and give not your daughters in marriage to idolaters
till they believe”. (2 : 221).
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A believer ‘Wwas not to force a slave girl into a.life of whore-

_f

dom. ¢‘Force not your slzfve-girls to whoredom that ye may / it
i

.seek enjoyment of the life of the world, if they would preserve
- their chastity”. (241 33). | -1{

(

,.M-hﬂ

Slave girls are included in the general recommendatmn

‘;,

’i
- to contract marriage and sex relationship was permitted with ; 7al
them. ;

]

“In the name of Allah, the Beneficient, theMerciful. Success- .,
ful indeed are the believers. Who are humble in their prayers, \GE
And who shun vain conversapon, And who are payers of the.
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poor-due. And who guard their modesty. Save from their wives
or the (slave) that their right hands possess, for then they are not
blameworthy”’. (23 : 1-6)

A fruitfu! cohabitation between the master and the slaves-

" girl however eventually eliminated the second major source Z.e.

slavery by birth as the child was born free and it also resulted 1u
the freedom of the mather “Ummal-Walad”. Slavery and re-

taining slave-girls has no moral or religious sanction after the

end of the trans'twgal period in early Islam.

7.e. calling one’s wife as like his mother for dis-
contimg sexual relations is prohibited in Islam.

‘““Such of you as put away your wives (by saying they are as
their mothers)—They are not their mothers ; none are their
mothers except those who gave them birth—-they indeed utter
an ill word and a lie. And Lo ! Allah is Forgiving, Merciful’.

(58: 2)

The vows of continence like ‘Ila’ and ‘Ziﬁ' are also pro-
hibited.




VERSES FROM THE HOLY QURAN
ON
MARRIAGE
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This day are :(‘all) good things made lawful for you. The
food of those who have received the Scripture is lawful

for you, and your food is lawful for them. And so are
the virtuous women of the believers and the virtuous

women of those who received the Scripture before you

(lawful for you) when ye give them their marriage
portions and live with them in honour, not in fornica-

tion, nor taking them as secret concubines. Whoso

denieth the faith, his work is vain and he will be among
the losers in the Hereafter.
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And marry such of you as are solitary and the pious of

your slaves and maid-servants. If they be poor, Allah
will enrich them of His bounty. Allah is of ample

means, Aware. - [24 : 32]
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Your women are a tilth for you (to cultivate) so go to
your tilth as ye will, and send (good deeds) before you
for your souls, and fear Allah, and know that ye will (one
day) meet Him. Give glad tidings to believers,

+ (O Muhammad). [2: 223]
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There is no sin for you in that which ye proclaim or hide

in your minds concerning your troth with: wdmen.
Allah knoweth that ye will remember them. But plight
not your troth with women except by uttering a recog-
nised form of words. And do not consummate the
marriage until (the term) prescribed is run. Know. that
Allah knoweth what is in your minds, so beware of

Him, and know that Allah is Forgiving, Clement. [2 : 235]
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And if ye wish to exchange one wife for another and ye
have given unto one them a sum of money (however
great), taking nothing from it. Would ye take it by the

way of calumny and open wrong? How can ye take

it (back)-after one of you hath gone in unto the other,
- o

and they-have taken a strong pledge from you ?

[4:20-21]

=
I, 3 5 . o

1. ? & - . .
= Ay ¥ = ; :

:;--'.'-'d"h:'-’- F ...;‘.. i i
g ]

- 'ql
B 0 i

L
.

o SR
e 1w

g e
l'l"ll. i e ¥

i o Lk b R -
LA .-:..-. r.'f';‘;? . J'. X
& ln':';&filﬂ‘:"kh ]
= i - —= X P ——

g

i W
-

¥
:_:L.ﬂr




713

31 33 e (oD ML liglim™St w03 .cmben 280§ 0.0 . 9.

Y ﬁ_ﬂ_ﬂ_p_g u_._p.l_:-K..l UJ.R.#:.JY UJ.-LJl L_a_n.-..“«..-]_,

O o o - Q3 -, 9 - - O - 0 . o
\;‘,&-\-cLh-o H""’('“ (_j_,..zﬂ...-_] u-JJL ”_’ hd-Lp,a.-D LJ"

- | -

n_,n_,;wl_s..*n_,u o © 40 -0 €5 03 »r © 53 -9

opeil | @egd e i) r...m_,.._nt;’,f.s F..S::Lg._li

U_LG ‘rgg.:.f__‘:.j‘_,.h)_{j .31_’ : .K.J‘ (_S'J.” d.ﬁ‘ dl--l LJ"'"

- 02 | -~ © - wem 030w sﬂ_.._.,..-ﬂ

I R N g R e 03,1 ul T-.’—--”

[vr/vel O =)

And let those who cannot find a match keep chaste till
by His grace. And such of your slaves as seek a writing
(of emancipation), write it for them if ye are aware of
aught of good in them, and bestow upon them
of the wealth of Allah which He hath bestowed upon
you. Force not your slave-girls to whoredom that ye
may seek enjoyment of the life of the world, if they
would preserve their chastity. And if one force them,
then (unto them), after their compulsion, Lo ! Allah
will be Forgiving, Merciful. [24 : 33]
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O ye who believe ! it is not lawful for you forcibly to
inherit the women (of your deceased Kinsmen), nor \
(that) ye should put constraint upon them that ye may
take away a part of that which ye have given them, &
unless they be guilty of flagrant lewdness. But consort 1&
with them in kindness, for if ye hate them it may happen \

!

that ye hate a thing wherein Allah hath placed much
good. [4: 19])
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Wed not idolatresses till théy believe ; for lo! g
~ believing bondwoman is better than an idolatress though

she please you ; and give not your daughters in marriage
to 1dolators till they believe, for lo! a believing slave
1s better than an idolater though he please you. These
invite unto the Fire, and Allah invieteth unto the
Garden, and unto forgiveness’by His grace, and expoun-
deth thus I~I_is“rev;lelations to mankind that haply they
may remember. [2: 221]
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And marry not thbse women whom your fathers married,
except what hath already happened (of that nature) in
= the past. Lo ! it was ever lewdness and abomination, and
- _an evil way. Forbidden unto you are your mothers,
and your daughters, and your sisters, sisters and your
father’s sisters, and your mother’s sisters, and your

brothers daughters and your sisters daughters and

your foster-mothers and your foster-sisters, and your

mothers-in-law and your step-daughters who are under
your protection (born) of your women unto whom

&
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ye have gone in-but if yc have not gonc-in unto them,
then it is no sin for you (to marry their daughters) and
wives of your sons who (spring) from your own loins.
And’ (it is forbidden unto you) that ye should have two
sisters together, except what hath_already happencd
(of that nature) in the past. Lo! Allah is ever For-
giving, Merciful. And all married women (are for-
bidden unto you save those (captives) whom your right
hands possess. It is a decree of Allah for you. Law-
ful -unto you are all beyond those mentioned, so that ye
seek them with your wealth in honest wedlock, not
debauchery. . And those of whom ye seek content (by
marrying them), give unto them their portions as a duty.
And there is no sin for you in what ye do by mutual
agreement after the duty (hath been done). Lo! Allah
is ever knower, Wise. And whoso is not able to
afford to marry free, believing women, let them marry
from the believing maids whom your right hands possess.
Allah knoweth best (concerning) your faith. Ye (proceed)
one from another ; so wed them by permission of their
folk, and give unto them their- portions in kindness, they
being honest, not debauched nor of loose conduct.
And if when they are honourably married they commit
lewdness they shall incur the half of the punishment

(prescribed) for free women (in that case). This is for
him among you who feareth to commit sin. But to have
patience would be better for you. Allah is Forgiving,
Merciful. [4 : 22-25]
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And when ye have divorced women and they reach their
term, place not difficulties in the way of their marrying
their husbands if it is agreed between them in kindness.
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This 1s an adﬂwmﬂng#ﬂwhﬂeth
in Allah and the Last Da ous for

you, and cleaner.
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The audlterer shall not marry save an adulteress or an
idolatress, and the adulteress none shall marry save an
adulterer or an idolator. All that is forbidden unto be-

lievers. . : [24 :

Allah knoweth : ye know-not. [2 : 232]
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O ye who believe ! when believing women come unto you
as fugitives examine them. Allah is best aware of their
faith. Then, if ye know them for true believers, send them
not back unto the disbelicvers. They are not lawful for
the disbelievers, nor are the disbelievers lawful for them,
\ And give the disbelievers that which they have spent(upon
| them). And it is no sin for you to marry such women
_ when ye have given them their dues. And hold not to
i the ties of disbelieving women ; and ask for (the return
'f-:-" of) that which ye have spent; and let the disbelievers
ask for that which they have spent. That is the judge-
: ment of Allah. He judgeth between you. Allah is
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Knower, Wise. And if any of your wives have gone
from you unto the disbelievers and afterward ye have
your turn (of triumph), then give unto those whose
wives have gone the like of that which they have spent,
and keep your duty to Allah in whom ye are believers.

(60 : 10-11]
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Give unto orphaus their wealth. Exchange not the good
"= " for the bad (in your mapagement thereof) ror absorb
| their wealth into your own wealth. Lo ! that would be
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a great sin. And if ye fear thatye will not deal R E
fairly by the orphans, marry of the women, who seem 5‘%
good to you, two or three or four ; and if ye fear that “" '
ye cannot do justice (to so many) then one (only) or (the -:'
captives)  that your right hands possess.  Thus it is more
likely that ye wiil not do injustice. = = L [43243) yéJ
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Ye will not be able to deal equally between (your) wives,
however much ye wish (to dolsc}). But turn not altoge-
ther ‘away (from one), leaving her as in suspense. If ye
do good and keep from evil, lo! Allah is ever Forgiv-
ing, Merciful. = [4 : 129]
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Lo! as fbr those who traduce virtuous, behevmg women

(who are) careless cursed are they in the world and the
.+ Hereafter. Theirs will be an awful doom. [24 1 23]
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As for those who accuse their wives but have no witnesses lia
except themselves ; let the testimony of one of them be l
four testimonies, (swearing) by Allah that he is of those ik
who speak the truth ; \
And yet a fifth, invoking the curse of Allah on him if he ?--;
It

is of those who lie. ,
And it shall avert the punishment from her if she bear {
. ) CA L
witness before Allah four times that the thing he saith . ﬁ
is indeed false;
And a fifth (time) that the wrath of Allah be upon her 1

if he speaketh truth. | | [24 : 6-9] {; =
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And whoso committeth a delinquency or crime, then
throweth (the blame) thereof upon the ‘innocent, hath
burdened hunself Wlth falsehood and a flagrant crime.
| | B [ - 112]
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[v/aA]

Such of you as put away your wives (by saying they are

" as their mothers)—They are not their mothers; none
are their mothers except those who gave them birth—
they indeed uttar an ill word and a lie. And lo!
Allah is Forgiving, Merciful. _ [58 : 2]
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CHAPTER 8

/In pre-Islemlc Arabla a sum of meney ‘mahr was paid
by the suitor to the fether or nearest kinsman of the woman
he wanted to marry, and another sum .s*adaq to the brlde but
later ‘mahr’ and ‘sadaq’ become mterc engable words.  _Mahr .
wg by the bridegroom to the bride Mernage portion is a
woman’s right. “And give unto the wofmen, (whom ye marry)
free gift of their marriage portions: but if they of their own
accord remit unto you a part thereof, then ye are welcome to
absorb it (in your wealth)” (4:4). TItisincumbent on man to
fulfil this obligation. |

“And those of whom ye seek content (by marrying them),
give unto them their portions as a duty. And there is no sin

for you in what ye do by mutual agreement after the duty (hath
been done). Lo ! Allah is ever Knower, Wise.” [4: 24).

The bridal gif'tq'is the property of the wife and remains hers
even if the marriage is dissolved. “Anad if ye wish to exchange

.= one wife for another and ye have given unto one of them a sum 3
- of money (however great), take nothing from it. Would ye “g
take it by the way of calumny and open wrong 7 (4 : 20). (If a b
woman is divorced before cohabitation she is still entitled to the
marriage pertion% “It is no sin for you if ye divorce women &
while yet ye have not touched them, nor appointed unto them a 5
portion. Provide for them, the rich according to his means, and Ii‘*"
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the straitened according to his ;neans, a fair provision. (This is)
a bounden duty for those who do good. If ye divorce them
before ye have touched them and ye have appointed unto them
a portion, then (pay the) half of that which ye appointed, unless
- they (the women) agree to forgo it, or he agreeth to forgo it 1n
whose hand is the marriage tie. To forgo is nearer to piety.
And forget not kindness among yourselves. Allah is Seer of

what ye do.” (2 : 236-237) .

All kinds of things besides cash may be given as ‘malr’

befitting the brides and in keeping with the status and capacity
of the bridegroonj

I
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/ And give unto the women, (whom ye marry) free gift of
their marriage portions; but if they of their o cord il

:
remit unto you a part thereof, then ye are welcome to ‘
i

absorb 1t (in your wealth). [4 : 4]

- .--"-—_

And those of whom ye seek content (by marrying them),
give unto them their portions as a duty. And there is
no sin for you in what ye do by mutual agreement after
the duty (hath been done). Lo ! Allah is ever Knower, i 3
Wise. * [4:24)
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This day are (all) good things made lawful for you.
The food of those who have received the Scripture 1s
tawful for you, and your food 1s lawful for them. And
so’are the virtuous women of the believers and the vir-
tuous women of those who received the Scripture before
you (lawful for you) when ye give them their marriage
portiong__g\qg live with them in honour, not in fornica-
tion, nor taking them as secret concubines. Whoso
denieth the faith, his ‘work is vain and he will be among
the losers in the Hereafter. ' [5 2 5]
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And if ye wish to exchange one wife for another and ye
have given unto one of them a sum of money (however
great), take nothing from it. Would ye take it by the
way of calumny and open wrong ?

='.h-|—- s

How can ye take it (back) after one of you hath gone in r,f-
unto the other, and they have taken a strong pledge i
from you ? [4:2021) I/
:ir |
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Lodge them where ye dwell, according to your wealth, -
and harass them not so as to straiten life for them. And
if they are with child, then 'spend for them till they
bring forth their burden. Then, if they give suck for
you, give them their due payment and consult together
in kindness ; but if ye make difficulties for one another,
then let some other woman give suck for him (the father
of the child). Let him who hath abundance spend
of his abundance, and he whose provision is measured,
let him spend of that which Allah hath given him.
" Allah asketh naught of any soul save that which He hath
given' it. Allah will vouchsafe, after hardship, ease.

[65 : 6-7)
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CHAPTER 9
@* DIVORCE

| 4arriage is not just a legal contract. It is a pious resolve to
live together as loyal and loving companions. The husband and
wife are commanded by God Io be kind and patient and in = case
of apparent incompatability not to take decision in a haste.  ‘‘But
consort with them in kindness, for if ye hate them it may happen

that' ye hate a thing wherein Allah hath placed much good.” il
14 : 19). 1
- The couple must try to make peace and establish a har-

el h'II----|.|. b —

. monious relationship through compromise and adjustments. ¢If
_a woman feareth ill-treatment from her husband;-or_desertion, it
_is no sin for them twain if they make terms of peace between
themselves. “(4 : 128). The assistance of arbiters may be sought
in case of a dispute.

‘-h-"'-l-l__

=

“And if ye fear a breach between them twain (the man and
wife), appoint an arbiter from his folk and an arbiter from her
folk.” (4 : 3)).

-_rﬁ

. Man is prohibited to compel and force a woman to seek 3
'div'o;Eé and retur ney. ‘‘And if ye wish to ex-
Ehang_e one wife for another and ye have given unto one of them
a sum of money (however great), take nothing from it;f Would
ye take it by the way of calumny and open wrong ?”° (4 : 20). If
all efforts at reconciliation fail, divorce mny be invoked but a
period of waiting is prescribed before it becomes irrevocable and
final. This period provides an;opportunity to determine the
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paternity of a child and to seek reconciliation between the. hus-
band and wife. “Women who are divorced shall wait, keeping
themselves apart, three (monthly) courses.” (2:228). Ifa similar
situation arises again, divorce may be pronounced a second time.
«Divorce must be pronounced twice and then (a woman) must be
retained in honour oOf released in kindness”, (2 : 229) but ‘during
this period she must be treated with kindness. “When ye have

divorced women, and they have reached their term, then retain

them in kindness or release them in kindness. Retain them not to
their hurt soO that ye transgress (the limits).”’ (2 :231). They
—ust mot be expelled from their homes. «Q Prophet | When ye
(men) put away women, put them away fdr their (legal) period
nd reckon the period, and keep your duty to Allah, your Lord.
Expel them not from their houses.” (65 1).

When divorce 18 pronounced the third time, it becomes final
and irrevocable unless the woman is married to another person
and is divorced by him. ‘And if he hath divorced her (the third
time), then she is not lawful unto him thereafter until she hath
wedded another husband.” (2 :232). No obstacles are to be
placed in the way of women who wish to remarry. “And when
ye have divorced women and they reach their term, place not
difficulties in the way of their marrying their husbands if it is
agreed between them in kindness.” (2 :232).

Islam wants a man and woman to be loyal to each other and
be happy and contented or else to separate in a dignified and
decent way after all avenues of reconciliation have failed. In
case of a woman divorced before consummation of marriage she
may be recompersed by man.

«Tt is no sin for you if ye divorce women while jfet ye have
not touched them, nor appointed unto them a portion. Provide
for them, the rich according to his means and the straitened
according tn his means.” (2: 236).
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- The presence of two legal witnesses is: regarded -as necessary
for-the' validity of ralak. |

"Then, when ‘they have reached their term, take them back
in kindness or part from them in kindnes's' and call to witness two

just men among you, and keep your testimony uprlght for
Allah.” (65: 2). |

_ The following verse is mterpreted a a provision aﬁ'ordlng
separatlon to the pair after mutual agreement in return for com-
pensation. “And if ye fear that they may not be able to keep the
limits of Allah, in that case it is no sin for either of them if the
woman ransom herself.” (2 : 229),
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VERSES FROM THE HOLY QURAN
~ ON
DIVORCE
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And if ye fear a breach between them twain (the man
and wife), appoint an arbiter from his folk and an arbiter
from her folk. If they desire amendment Allah will

make them of one mind. Lo ! Allah is ever Kuaower,

Aware [4: 35]
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| If a woman feareth ill-treatment from her husband or
desertlo_ﬂ_, it is no sin for them twain if they make terms

of peace between themselves. Peace is better. But greed
i hath been made present in the minds “(of .men). If ye
i do good and keep from evil, lo! Allah is ever Informed

1 of what ye do. [4: 128]
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Divorce must be pronounced twice and then (a woman)
must be retained in honour or released in kindness. And
it is not Mawful for you that ye take from women aught
of that which ye have given'them ; except (in' the case)’
when both fear that they may not be able to keep within
the limits (imposed by) Allah. And if ye fear that they
may not be able to keep the limits of Allah, in that case it
is no sin for. either of them if the woman ransom herself.
These are the limits (imposed by) Allah. Transgress
them not. For whoso transgresseth Allah’s limits, such
are wrongdoers., * [2 ¢ 229]
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And if he hath divorced her (the thlt'd time), thcn she
is not lawful unto him thereafter until she hath wedded

another husband. Then if he (the other husband) di-
vorce her, it is no sin for both of them that they eome to-

gether again if they consider that they are able to observe
the limits of Allah. He manifesteth them for people
who have knowlege. ' [2:230]
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It is no sin for you if ye divorce women while yet ye
have not touched them, nor appointed unto them a por-
tion. Provide for them, the rich according to his means
and the straitened according to his means a fair provi-

sion.  (This is) a bounden duty for those who do good.
) [2 : 236]
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If ye divorce them before ye have touched them and ye
have appointed unto them a portion, then .. (pay 'thc)
half of that which ye appointed, unless they (the women)
agree to fbrgo it, or he agreeth ,to,fo_lfgo it in ,whose
hand is the marriage tie. To forgo is nearer to piety.
And forget not . kmduess among yourselves. Allah is

. Seer of what ye do. _ [2 237)
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Women who are divorced shall wait,- keeping -them-
_ selves apart, three (monthly) courses. Aund it 1s not law-

ful for them that they should conceal that which ‘Allah

hath created in their .wombs if they are believers in

All‘ah"and the Last Day. And their ‘husbands would i

do better to take them back in that case if they desire a

reconciliation. “And they (women) have :rights similar

to .those (of men) over them in kindness, and men are

a degree-above them. Allé.p is Mighty, Wise. } ~[2__'_;-r2-2_8]
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When ye have dworced women, and they have reached

| their term, then retain them in kindness or release them
i kindness. Retain them not to their hurt so that ye
transgress (the limits). He who doth that hath wronged
his soul. Make not the revelations of Allah a laughing-
stock (by your behaviour), but remember Allah’s grace
upon you and that which He hath revealed unto you of
the Scripture and of wisdom, whereby He doth exhort
you. Observe your duty to Allah and know that Allah
is Aware of all things. | [2 ; 231
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And when ye have divorced! wdmen ::alﬁd they. rea"Eh théir
term, piace not leﬁcultles in the way . of thelr marrylng
their - husbands 1f 1t is. agreed.hbetween them_in. klndness.
This is an admomtlon for him among you who believeth

in Allah and the Last. Day That“ is: more_ v1rtuous for

‘-"-‘".

you, and cleaner. Allah knoweth P ye know not. [2 26232}
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0 Prophet .y 'Whé'lry_e (men) putawﬁy vs}cimen put’ them :

away for their (legal) period “and’ ‘reckon the period, and
kEEp your dutyto Allah Your® Lord Expe]“‘tbem niot
from ‘their ‘houses ‘nor” let ‘them go forth u“nless they-
~ commit open immorality. Such are- “the limits- (1mposedv
by) Allah ; and whoso transgresseth Allah’s limits, he
verily wrongeth his soul. Thou knowest not.

that ‘Allah wﬂl af terward bring some: new, thmg to pass.
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Then when they have- reached their - term, take ‘them

s -...-.l-r-.. R I-p'l"'hil-"'

| B g L I .‘-—‘-.u-l-un. .

back in kindness or part froni'them in kmdness and
call to-witness two: just men -among you, ‘and-_keep -your

testimony uprlght for Allah.” Whoso believeth in Allah
and the Last Day is exhted to act thus Andﬂ whose-
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For:divorced.women a . proyision | in kil_l:'ldnESS i a duty
for those who ward off (evil)., ... .. - [2::241]
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ch O_ye. who .believe.! If. ye -wed behevmg Wwomen: and
dworce them before ye-have “touched them, then there is

{ no;p_enod:t}lat ye should reckon. But content them and
release thenr handsomely. L33 3+49)
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ve will not be able to deal equally between (your) wives, 1! |

however much ye wish (to do so). But turn not altoge- :

ther away (from one), leaving her as in suspense. If ye B
do good and keep from evil, Lo ! Allah is ever For-
giving, Merciful.

But if they separate, Allah will compensate each out of
His abundance. Allah is ever All-Embracing. All

Knowing. 14 : 129-130]
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O ye who believe ! Tt is not lawful for you forcibly to
inherit the women (of your--dcceased kinsmen), nor (that)
ye should put constraint upon them that ye may
take away a part of that which ye have given them,
unless they be guilty of flagrant lewdness. But consort
with them in kindness, for if ye hate them it may happen
that ye hate a thing wherein Allah hath placed much

good.

And if ye wish to exchange one wife for another and ye
have given unto one of them a sum of money (however
great), take nothing from it. Would ye take it by the
way of calumny and open wrong ? | [4 : 19-20]
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Those who forswear their wives must wait four months ;
then, if they change their mind, lo! Allah is For-

giving, Merciful. |23 226]
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‘Idda’ is the period during which mdows and divorced

women’are forbldden to enter ‘into'a new marriage contract' The 5'"3 L

Waltmg perlod for w1dows IS fdui' months a;ii ten days “«Such i
of you as die “and Teave behlnd t]:ieni ~W1ves - they; f(tﬁreﬂwwes) | %
'shall ‘wait, keeping themselves’ apart’“Fort “months “and ten ‘
days.” (2:234). As for divorced women the waiting period F'

18 three courses, and for non-menstruating women three months.

- “Women who are divorced shall wait, keeping themselves
apart, three” (monthly, courses. (2:228). ‘“And for such of
your, women as despalr of menstruation, 1f ye doubt,. thelr period

_—--ll—-l--

(of waltmg) shall be three months, along with those who - have it
< not” (65 4) g /0 ¥ B 4Bl

: {3} I

h-.-—

p A pregnant dworced woman must not remarry until after

chlldblrth “And for those wﬂ:h chlld thelr perlod shall be till -f";
they brmg for_th thelr burden (65 4) £ e e E

It is the respenmbﬂﬁy of the husband to prowdewlodgmg
and meet the divorced woman s needs until dehvcry and also for

. the period that she suckles the child. “And if they are with ;
child, then spend for them till they bring forth their burden.
‘Then, if they give suck for you, give them their due payment”. |
(65 : 6).
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Such of you as dle and leave behlnd ‘them’ wives, they
(the wwes) shall “wait, keeping- themselves -apart, four
months and ten days ‘And ‘when they ‘reach the term
(prescribed for them) .then there is no sin for you in

aught that they may* do with “themselves in’ decency.
.Allah IS mf'ﬂrmed of what ye do. -0 . | [2 : 234]
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Women who are divocrced shall wait, keeping themselves
apart, three (monthly) courses. And it is not lawful for
them that they should conceal that which ‘Allah hath
created in their wombs if they are believers in Allah and
the Last Day. And their husbands would do better to
take them back in that case if they desire a reconcilia-
tion. And they (women) have rights similar to those
(of men) over them in kindness, and men are a degree
above them. Allah is Mighty, Wise. [2 : 228])
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O Prophet ! When ye (men) put away women, put them i
away for their (legal) period and rackon the period, and L
keep your duty to Allah, your Lord. Expel them not
from their houses nor let them go forth unless they -.»z.fg ‘5
commit open immorality. Such are the limits (imposed = {__;_:_I_
by) Allah ; and whoso transgresseth Allah’s limits, he 1!3}
verily wrongeth his soul. Thou knowest not: 1t may. | iz

)
be that Allah wﬂl af’terward bring some new tn*ng "%é
to pass_ . %3 [65 : 1] éé
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Lodge them where ye dwell, according to your wealth,
and harass them not so as to straiten life for them. And
if they are with child, then spend for them till they bring
forth their burden. Then, if they eive suck for you, give
them their due payment and consult together in kind-
ness ;: but if ye make difficulties for one another, then
let some other woman give suck for him (the father of

the child). (65 : 6]
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i And for such of your women as despair of menstruation,
i if ye doubt, their period (of waiting) shall be three
months, along with those who have it not. And for
) those with child, their period shall be till they bring
forth their burden. And whosver keepeth his duty to
Allah, He maketh his course easy for him. [65 : 4]
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Chastity is'a mark of the believer. ‘Sexual intércourse out-

side rnatrlnmny is' strictly forbidden. “And come not near unto

adultery. Lo ! “it'is an abomination and an evil way’’. (17° -i32)
The observance of moral,code in, matter of sex leads to a ‘produc-

' T | ] ‘ H {

tive and pregresswe aoelety and llﬂ‘lltlng the sexual opportunlty
18 the cause, of cultural advancement P b

r _j -I'_':,i;' e :I. 'I_' " "t-. -

Islam 1S agamst lndeceneres and Iewdness.; ':'.‘Say My Lord

Pt

hhhhhhhhhhh

such-as are! W1th1n..- (7 .-33),-1;'.?-‘As.-fer these of yeur women
who> are| guilty; of, lewdness,. call to W1tness four of you.against
cthem. And if they testify (to the truth of the allegation) then
conﬁne them to the houses until death take them or (until) Allah
appoint for them a way (through new legislation)””. (4 : 15).

Pumsl_lrnent s prescrlbed for the adulterers ‘“The adulterer
and the adulteress, scourage ye each one of them (with) a hundred

strlpes. . And let. not_ _plty fer the twaln wnhholld yeu from obe-
dience to Allah.” (Apa, Y F g te e

- (Those. who. ‘wrongly.. accuse honourable wemen are also to be
pumshed the same way. “And those whe ‘accuse honourable

women but bring net four ‘witnesses, scourage them (mth) elghty
stripes and never (afterward) accept their testimony”. (24 : 4).

"'The follewmg Verse is quoted as a reference to homosexual-
lity. “And as for the two of 'you ‘'who are gullty thereof, punish
them both. And i they repent and’ lmprove, then let them be,

Lo B Al]ah IS Relentmg, Mermful A (4 I I D200)
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VERSES FHOM THE HOLY QUHAN
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PUNISHMENTS 'FOR SEXUAL LAXITY
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And come not near unto - adultery Lo' 1t 15 an. abo-
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mination aud an évil way. R A 117 : 32]
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Say : My Lord forblddcth only mdecencws such of
them as aré apparent and. such as are.within, and sin and
wrongful oppression, and that ye associate with Allah

'- -that fc:rhwhlch no warrant hath been revealed and that

ye tell concermng Al]ah that whlch ye know not. [7: 33]
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As for those of your women who are guilty of lewdness,
call to witness four of you against them. And if they
testify (to the truth of the allegation) then confine them
to the houses until death take them or (until) Allah

appoint for them a way (through new legislation). (4 : 15]

'l.i-"r P\ e -"llﬁ--'.-r-' --"lﬁ.-'ﬂ..'l'-'J

l...--n-n-‘ L—#—J‘ t..-éq.un-.ﬂ' l JJ-J‘ _’ l-fa-n qﬂ;-ﬂ _9 l_e. .\_JJ-JT GJJ_--

.-

-0 J L - R
- 30 u w 3 e i o

Wl o 1 G PRl Al 8 Rl | s 8

R

® 4, 0 s 30 . LG -0 .
"._f’ul .u.‘.‘ U.J.'i U" A..l\JL.q...g..J ‘,_S'.Lnl..v Ny sada
“-—-a-—a.-c 1nl e -~ © _..ﬁ._, ﬁ..'l 4',_
1§
O u“mdj.a-” dh...ﬂ-’Lé j}
il
il 51 s Ej'j, Uhe .x....-nJ 9 Z:.s;:.*.f{ Y U.,IJ_W
e e Gy ‘J o
8l
-~ 8 s i il
" O i) i
R o= e f" .'
- o - @ 40 . ¢ " 2 {f - & 2P - ® 30 . 2 "éi

\
\
] __Irlll : ":., : T =
PR T e

_a-*-.’_) l-*llj-ﬂ—:! f':J rrj LIV W | UJ-—#J—' L,J-L.”_,

- - ﬂ-‘-"uﬂ"-"; Z -0 - - o | - ﬂ_]ﬂ - . e a3

r.,.-'r..J ‘_Q-L-:.E.j' y.’ E-*—t.? c’-:-:.u--; h_,AJ.-:-lJ IT-L-‘.-—«:

\

ki e

:.".';Fq._ g

- & J y 9 JI) o o~ .-'C.i- F :-'.-

O O gbsani = Sedel s Al ool i

] | E il
e e g
b

2 -
ny
oy o

i

Marfat com



109:
(Here is) a Surah which We have revealed and enjoined,
ard wherein We have revealed plain tokens, that haply
we may take heed. The ad