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I have been extricated from numerous difficulties and given

help by some of my teachers, colleagues and students. and especially
Professor Zafar Igbal, Dr. S. M. Akram Shah, Mr. Aminullah

Wasir, Miss Zarinah and Miss Zahida Aslam. To one and all
of them I am deeply indebted.

M. BAQIR
Panjab University,

Lahore
15 February 1965.
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(iv) [Early Nasta‘liq writers

(850-1173 A.H,) 102
(v) Later Nasta‘liq writers _
(1200-1299 A.H.) 103
(vi) Shekasteh writers
(999-1285 A.H.) 56
(vii) Contemporary Naskh, Nasta‘lig and Shekasteh writers
(1300-1320 A.H.) 24
Total 503

The author has noticed the calligraphers, almost in evety part,
in a chronological order, deviating from this arrangement only
when he has added some matter in the margins. According to his
own statement (p. 2) he gives the dates of birth and death, whatever

he could lay his hands upon. The original arrangement is adhered
to in the printed text.

The rccorded information is very meagre and sometimes doubt-
ful,! but some of the names and dates are mentioned by Hedayatollah
for the first time. And that is why amongst the biographies of
calligraphists this Tazkereh occupies an important place and deserves

attention. This author has narrated some of the things not hitherto
known like the fact that a calligraphist of Yaqut’s eminence had

permitted some of his extraordinary pupils to sign for him on their

works (No. 16,17 & 18 on p. 6). Similarly he has given an account

of some of the princes and courtiers, who tried their hand at this
art with noteworthy skill (Part 7).

I have added numbers to the various parts of the treatise and

calligraphists, two indices, and some specimens of calligraphy, obtained
from some Muslim countries.

I owe a debt of gratitude to Professor Hamid Ahmad Khan, the
learned Vice-Chancellor of the Panjab University, who very graciously

appreciated the financial difficulties of the Panjab University Arabic and
Persian Society and liberalized its annual grant. Without this material
and substantial help the Journal could not see the light of day
again, aftcr a closure, nor this manuscript could be reproduced.

1. The author has even forgotton to write the name of No. 9 in Part 7 (p. 77).
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(Maddah e Rhasseh) by Mohammad Shah Qajar in 1250/1834. and

was given the post of of secretary and accountant in the Treasury
(Monshi wa Mostaufi-e-Diwan)

The author, in his own turn, was also appointed accountant
(Mostaufi) during the the reigns of Naseroddin Qajar (1264/1848-
1313/1896) and Mozaffaroddin Qajar (1313/1896-1324/1906), and
served under the Prime Minister (of Naseroddin) Agha Mirza Yusaf,
Mostaufiol Momalek (1290/1873-1303/1885). At the suggestion of
Mirza Yusuf he undertook to compile biographies of the -calli-
graphists, sometimes, after 1300/1882-83 (pages 3 and 66 of the text).
and in twenty days partly composed (first six chapters) this treatise,
which contains notices of 479 calligraphists and a sketch of the history
of Muslim calligraphy, written as an introduction.

Nearly twenty years later, in the reign of Mozaffaroddin Qajar
in 1320/1902-1903, the author was again requested by the succeeding

Prime Minister, Mirza ‘Ali Asghar Khanl (page 68 of the text) to

make the treatise upto date and he added the last and seventh chapter
bringing the notices of calligraphists to 501 and to the year 1320/1902-
1903.

<

CONTENTS

The treatise opens with a very sketchy history of Muslim calli-
graphy giving short description of the invention of Kufi, Mohagqig,
Raihan, Suls, Naskh, Tauqi‘, Riga’ Ta'lig and Nasta‘lig, The rest
of the treatise is divided into seven parts, each part being devoted
to notices of calebrities as follows :

(i) Early Kufi, Naskh and Suls writers
(210 Before Hijra to 1190 A. H.) 94

(i) Later Kufi, Naskh and Suls writers
(1200-1299 A.H,) 30

(iii). Ta‘liq writers
(860-1299 A.H.) 44

1. Razi, Dr.‘Abdullah, Tarikh-e-Mofassal-e-Iran, p.497.

e ———
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recorded that a calligraphist, who had spent many years making a

copy of the Holy Quran and had failed to get an adequate reward
for his labours, turned up at Lahore to try and sell it to Faqir ‘Aziz-

ud-din, thc Foreign Minister of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. The Fagqir
praised the manuscript very much but expressed inability to pay
for it. Ranjit Singh overheard the argument, summoned the calli-
graphist to his presence and after scrutinizing the valuable manus-
cript acquired it for his private collection. It might be mentioned
in the passing that a couple of years ago the Panjabi Adabi Academy
acquired an authograph copy of the Diwan of famous Persian poet,

Wagqif Lahori. This manuscript once belonged to the library of
Maharaja Ranjit Singh.

Calligraphy played an important part in education of students
in different countries ruled by Muslim rulers and was considered a
sign of culture. The Muslims of the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent
also competed most successfully with their counterparts in other
parts of the world and infused a great interest also in Sikhs and
Hindus. Furthermore they actually invented certain new forms and
styles which may be called as decorative art. Some of these are

known as Gulzar, Ghubar, Mahi, Sumbul, Raihan, Pechan and
Nakhun.

SRR T e il

Calligraphy, like all fine arts, is beyond definition. The points
of its beauty cannot be brought out just by analyzing its original
components. Particularly it is difficult to understand or appreciate
the decorative values and artistic significance without referring the
original specimens to their proper setting or background. I will,
therefore, end this introduction by inviting your attention to the original
specimens reproduced here to illustrate various characters, styles and
forms. The descriptive notes also give the names of known Katibs,
and their periods.

TEZKERA E KHATTATIN

The only extant.and known manuscript of the Tezkera e Khattatin,
which is reproduced here, belongs to the Imperial Library, Teheran

(No. 11686). It is a treatise on calligraphists, written by Lesanol
Molk 11, Mirza Hedayatollah, the eldest son cf Lesanol Molk I. Mirza
Mohammad Taqi Khan Sepehr, who was appointed Royal Panegyrist
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In the 15th century, under the rule of the Timurids, the arts of
the book reached their height and calligraphy attained the importance

of a great art. One of the most famous masters of the 15th century

was Khwaja Mir ‘Ali of Tabriz, who is credited with the invention
of Nasta‘liq by mixing the Naskh with the Ta‘liq. And that is why

it was called Nasta‘liq. This is a highly developed and more elegant
form of .cursive writing, with features of both Naskh and Ta‘liq,
which came into general use with the 15th century.

As the time passed the Naskh character gradually came to be
used in the writing of Arabic and the Nasta‘liq was employed for
writing Persian. The Urdu language adopted Nasta‘liq under the
influence of Persian, while other languages of the present West
Pakistan like Panjabi, Sindhi, Pashto, Brauhi and Baluchi adopted
the Naskh character to start with. = The Panjabi, Baluchi and Brauhi

are now mostly being written in Nasta‘liq, while Sindhi and Pashto
stick to Naskh,

Talking of things nearer home it must be mentioned that the art of
calligraphy flourished under the various dynasties of Muslim and non-
Muslim rulers in power in the Indo-Pakistan subcontinent from the
time of the invasion of Mahmud of Ghazna down to the times of Ranjit
Singh, Most of the rulers were great patrons of the art and some of
them were themselves fine calligraphists. Firishta has recorded that
Sultan Ibrahim, a grandson of Sultan Mahmud, excelled in
calligraphy and transcribed two copies of the Holy Quran.

'F‘he Mughul Emperors were great patron of the art. Ta‘lig
flourished during the period of Akbar and later on calligraphist

invented Shikasteh by mixing Nasta‘liq with Ta‘liq. This was also
called Diwani (official) because it was used in the Secretariat.

Even in the days of the decline of the Mughul empire and the
rise of the Sikhs the art of calligraphy continued to flourish. It is

Marfat.com
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2nd century of the Hijra. Thenceforward the rounder script begins
to curb it to softer curves.

The earliest Quran, and the only eighth century copy, with a date
168 A.H. (784/5 A.D.), is in the Cairo library. Most of the Abbasid

Qurans are of the ninth century. They are written on parchment

and show thick and rounded Kufic letters with short verticals and
exaggerated horizontals., This Kufic was used in Egypt, Syria, and
Mesopotamia during the ninth century and part of the tenth.

Different styles of Kufic developed gradually. Abul Aswad
(69 A.H.), a disciple of Hazrat Alj, is reported to have improved the
calligraphy of the Quran and introduced vowel marks in the form
of dots. His system was followed for about a century. His disciples
improved upon his style. Qutba is the next great calligraphist who
is said to have invented four styles of the Kufic. After him we hear
of Khalid (96/715), who wrote the golden inscription in the Prophet’s
Mosque.

The Kufic reached its excellence in the calligraphist Ibn Mugqla

(338 A.H), who was a renowned artist of the reign of Al-Qahir Billah,
the Abbasid. He is said to have invented the six main styles, viz,,
riga,* naskh, mohaqiq, tauqi‘, suls and raihan that prevailed after the
Kufic lost its charm for the people.

The round variety of the script which had been developing un-
noticed under thc shadow of Kufic came to be recognized as the
script of the State by the beginning of the 10th century, when it was

given the distinctive name of Naskh. It had incorporated into itself
all those orthographical improvements that had been worked out in

the Kufic, and had all the vowel marks, punctuation and diacritical
signs.

Naskh developed different forms in different countries. The one
known generally as Maghribi, i.e., ‘the Western’ is the earliest variety
and is drawn directly from the Kufic of the tenth century, indepen-

dent of the later Naskh styles.

Sometimes during the 13th century there developed in Iran a
form of writing known as §Ta‘lig in which the characters show a
tendency to slope downward from right to left. Ta‘liq was invented
by mixing the riqa‘ and the tauqr’ and the fact is recorded by

Maulana Jami who says :
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Introduction

MUSLIM CALLIGRAPHY

CALLIGRAPHY is one of the most refined arts cultivated

and practised by Muslims. It was more esteemedfthan that
of painting and flourished for over 12 centuries in various parts of

the Muslim world, inc]ﬁding the Indo-Pakistan sub-continent. Tt was

begun and carried on in its early stages by the Arabs, but received ijts
highest fulfilment at the hands of the Persians.

The Arabs had a system of wiiting in Pre-Islamic days. It had
two styles: monumental and cursive. The cursive style of the old
Arabic script used on soft material, like leather, parchment, etc,,

existed prior to the monumental style, which was more developed and

was used on harder material like camel bones, potsherds,

stone and
wood. Both the

scripts were derived from Nabathean and Syriac
characters, which themselves are ultimately traceable to the Phoeni-

cian of the eighth century B.C. It (Phoenician), was termed Himya-

ritic, Himyar being the town where it was current before the advent
of Islam,

The early style of Arabic script was Kufic, named after the city

of Kufa in Iraq. Although this variety has been traced to about 100
years before the foundation of this town (17/638), yet it remains a
fact that this particular way of writing was officially made use of.

Kufic characters were used during a period of 500 years for ins-
criptional purposes and for copying the Holy Quran. The main

features of the Kuﬁc‘l mode of writing'are its vertical and oblique
lines, and it reached its extreme angular character by the end of the
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