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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

It is with great pleasure that I write this treatise on
Ielamic History.” This is a history .of our forefathers

and predecessors. T1he inspiration of compiling this

book I got from my pupils to whom the br.::ok is dedica-
ted as a token of ~flection and love. Their encourage-
ment and will to help have made the completion of this

book possible.

It is just after the achievement of Pakjstan that the
benign authority of the Dacca Universily has kindly In-
troduced this subject to the long list of the University
Curriculum. Nobody can deny the urgent r}eed of the
study of Islamic History in this State of Pakistan. _Ig]a-
mic History throws a flood of light on the social, political
and religious history of the Islamic world, nay of the
whole world. When the whole ‘world was steeped in
vice and supcrstition, when the people of the globe were
groaning under the pangs of appression*and tyranny,
when chaos and confusion Were the order of the day,
Islam came as a torch-bearer of peace and civilization.
It raised the then world—especially the Arabs—from the
depth of degradation to 2 position of dignity and height
and awakened in the mind - of .the Arahs a sense of re-
Jigion and culture and thereby removed the deep-rooted
conception of idolatry. It also taught the idea of univer-
sal brotherhood and the idea of world government we are
now talking of. But as long as we had been under the
British imperialism, we had very little scope to study

our own history.

Now the dream of Sir Muhammad Igbal has been
fulfilled, but the dreamer is no more ii, our midst. Quaid-
o-Azam, who fought for the existence of the Muslims in
Tndia, wanted Pakistan only to revive our nast glory and
its brilliant chapter and thus he desired o create a new
world where there would he no injustice and exploita-
tion, no covetousness and fear of poverty, where there
would be no distinction between Muslims and non-Mus-
lims, between Christians and Jews, where there would
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be no segregation between high and low, between lord
and peasant. Today it is high time for us and it is our
fundamental duty to study the history of our cwn men
- —the Prophet and his successors, and to know thereby
how this newly born State of Pakistan would be an ideal
and prosperous one through the search-light of the
holy doctrine as preached by the Prophet of Allah. The
prosperity and progress of Pakistan depend on the his-
tory of Islam which can bring peace in this land of ours
and hence the-importance of Islamic History |

Though this book is primarily intended for the LA.
candidates, the B.A. students can also use the book pro-
fitably and it may nol be without interest for the gener- _
al readers. In this book I have tried to discuss in detail !

|
1

| the campaigns and expeditions, achievements and cha-

i racters, so that the students can form an idea of Islamic

] History and its rulers. I have left no stone unturned to
represent the real position-of our own men who have

been misrepresented by the European writers in the eyes

:. “of the readers. I will feel amiply rewarded if this book
i can fulfil the requirements of those for whom it is meant.
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I express my deepest gratitude to Syed Ameer Ali,
Moulana Muhammad Ali, P. K. Hitti, W. Muir and other
authors of Islamic History, whose works I have freely con-
sulted in writing this book. I have been fortunate in
enjoying the help and encouragement of many {friends
whose scholarship and advice I have been able to put to
good account. In particular, I shall mention the name
Prof. Syed Abdul Hai, M.A. for his valuable suggestions
and looking over the manuscript. L

Author - .
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION .

.~ 1 am happy to place the Second Edition of my book.
vefore the students and the public for their high demand.
In this edition the book has been thoroughly revised and
attempts have been made to make it suitable for the B.A.
candidates as well. Genealogical tables and Hijrah with
Christian era have heen added in the present edition for
the easy understanding of the readers. Besides minor
alteration in the spelling of names, additional materials
have been incorporated in some of the chapters in the
light of recent researches,

I express a deep debt of gratitude to my reverend
teacher, Mr, Mohibul Hassan, Lecturer in Islamic His-
tory and Culture, Calcutta University, whose help in the
correction of spellings and all-round suggestions for the
improvement- of the book I will never forget.

Author



PREFACE TO ’1"HE TWELFTH EDITION

':' - The present edltlon of my book ‘A Study of Islamic
N History,” has been thoroughly revised and enlarged.-
The whole of the material has been re-examined and a .
lot of fresh .matter appended at-different places. I am
sure that this edition will be more useful to students and .
to those who are interested in the study of Islamic sttnry'
and Culture,

) Of my teacher-frieénds, who have helped me gre»atly

q;- in the improvement of this edition, mention must

thankfully be made of Principal Humayun Khalid, MLA,,
Prof. Amir Ali, M.A.,, Prof. Muazzem Husam, M.A.,
Prgf Sufian Ahmed, M. A and Prof Nazimuddin Ahmed

Any suggestion for the further 1mp1ovement of the
hook will be gratefully welcomed.

E Dacca | _ ' K. Ali
1_ 19.8.68
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.:,The Semitic - Race /f/ ,{-}ﬂf’ﬁ.;g:&, _/:.,;I, o

r”/)of the Fertile Cresccnt’and became known as the ™ )
;'E&Era_%ﬂ“niansr the Assyrians, the Phoenicians,and the,. /. & =~
grne

E

-~ eivilization.

and western culture. The new civilization is called a:ﬁfi’m

-~ the Hellenic Civilization,

7 AD, the Muslims conquered Persia.and Rome and
- they, by virtue of their conquest, became the heirs

e

. THE BACKGROUND OF ISLAM

Pl LY o

!f
5l ?
- CHAPTER 1

i"""

(/£ Of the human races that contributed to - the 7
ancient civilization of. the world the Semitic race .
‘was one of them. The Semites occupied a special VS

‘place in the history of mankind.. Musa, the.founder
of Judaism, Isa, the founder of Christianity and
Muhammad, ‘the Prophet of Islam were the sons of
this Semitic race and the East was their homeland.

" Of these monotheistic religions, Islam is the 'third

and the last. Arabia, the birth place of Islam, was Arabia, the
the original home of the Semitic race. In course of homeland

* time the Semitic people;migrated to different parts of the Se-
‘ mitic  racc

| -
o

rews (Jews)\in history. The ancesﬂtp_fgfaf these -
people must have lived here for sometimes as :one
people before they became differentiated. About
9500 B.C. one of the branches of the Semitic race
left their original home and settled permanently
on the Tigris-Euphrates valley which had been
populated by @ highly civilized community, the
Sumerigns. As a result of their close association
with the\ Sumerians _there flourished ‘a great

~ g - f -~
(9}"}“-‘*0;)_'// {: S, (;J;:L
With the conquest of Persia by the Greek hero
Alexander, the eastern civilization entered into

Eurape and the Greeks developed it in various ways.
There grew up a new civilization out of this eastern .

b
- -Ir Y
[

s

ra
gt - gt ol

LA ‘'
it

the Hellenic Civilization. When theé Romans con-
~ quered Greece (146 B.C.) they became the heirs of

In the seventh century

 of these civilizations. -3, it is necessary to know the

" clvilizations of these countries before we study the
. history of the Arabs,
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A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY

Babylon and Babylonian Civiliz_ationf |
11& Iﬂ

The fertile region' that lies between .the twdl
great rivers, Tigris and Euphrates, is called ‘Mesol}:
potemia. In ancient times the northern part of Mesolf
potemia was called Assyria and the southern parf
was known as Babylonia, " The southern or lowelf
part was very fertile and as a resylt there grew

plenty of crops. Long before the birth of .Jesﬁ

Christ there lived a civilized nation in this r'egio“
Babylonia was divided into a number of petty indej
pendent city-states. Each city-state had its owy
god and was ruled by -a prince bearing the title
‘king’ or ‘lord’. These city-states -were always aj
war with one another for political supremacy.

‘The Akkadians' (after the name of their ,capit&!
Akkadu) were the first of the Semitic peoples- wh
came and settled in the southern part of Mesopote
mia. \The founder of the dynasty of Akkad was th
famous Sargon I (about 2800° B.C.) whose reig
formed a great landmark in the history of earl
Babylonia and united the whole valley under hi
sceptre. He is said to have conquered_S ria, “th
Jand of the setting sun.” Under his rule the Stat
took on a systematic and centralised organisatio
which was to serve as a model for the future State

The Amorites were the second group of the S
mitic peoples who came from-Syria and establishs
their supremacy over the Euphrates valley und
the leadership of Hammurabi. Hammurabi (214
2081 B.C.) was the greatest ruler of old Babylon
and one of the greatest rulers of the ancient worl
By wars and conquests, he euhanced the power a
nrestige of his empire. He united the whole valle
i.e., Akkad and Sumeru, and renamed it as Babyl
Hammurabi was a great administrator and a leg
lator. He collected and codified the laws of ancie
Babylonia. In 1901-1302 AD., M.de Morgan,
French archaeologist, discovered at a place nam
Susa ‘a block of stone upon-which was inscribed 1
code of laws set up by Hammurabi. It is known
the Code of Hammurabi. /The Code of Hamn
rabi is “perhaps the oldest and the most notable

. of laws that had yet been made and obeyed in



THE BACKGROUND OF ISLAM | 3

'world.."* It deals with laws regarding rightls and  The Code

~duties of all classes of people which made’ up the of
." population of the Babylonian Empire. The princi- Hammurabi

. prm————— - - .
fANATOLIA ("~ ARMENIA o

Mosul

_ Thud
--15 N eMadinsh

w eBadr
N3
~NaJedda
P~ *Makkah
*Tn

The Semidc Region. .

ple of punishment in the code “was an cye for an
~ eye, a tooth for a tooth.”” The Code of Hammurabi

“'['ll--l- -~
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Conquest
of Baby-
lonia by the
Assylnans

The
Chaldean

cmpire

Nebuchad-
nezzar, the
preatest

ruler of . the
Chaldean

aynasty

Civilization
of
Babylonia

Agncul-
ture,
industry
and
commerce

Religion

greatly influenced the Rdman laws _'zind the médr'em';;'::_
European laws have been constituted on the basis :#
of the Roman laws. ' ' L SRR 1 1

of Babylon became very bscure. )
came and established political supremacy in the val--}
ley. At last the whole of Babylonia was conquered -

A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY

i

On the death of Hammurabi the political history- §
Several tribes #"§

by the Assyrians in the 8th century B,C..

On the fall of the Assyrians, Babylonia again
rose to power and prominence under the -Chaldean ~
or New Babylonian dynasty (625-538 B.C.). Nabo- |
polassar (625-605) was the foundér of this new
dynasty. Nebuchadnezzar, son of Nabopolassar, was .
the greatest ruler of. this dynasty. It was under
him that Babylon recovered her ancient splendour.
He carried his conquest to the borders of Egypt, de- |
feated the Hebrew king .of Judah and ruthlessly .
destroved Jerusalem in 586 B.C. The beautiful gar-
dens which_he_caused to_be made on the roof of the

imperial palace for the pleasure of his wife, were

the famous Hanging Gardens. By the middle. of
the—6th century B.C. the new Babylonian or Chal-
dean empire fell into the hands of the Persians.

In the history of civilization, the contribution
of ancient Babylonia was no doubt a great. one. The;
Babylonians were expert and skiliul in agriculture,
They excavaied canals to irrigate land. in times of,
draught and made dikes to protect crops against
flood. In industry and commerce they also made
much progress. The Babylonian mercharts dis-
covered a new system of keeping accounts and a
system of fixed weight and m~asure was prevalent
among them. .he people of antiguity derived their
svstem of measure and weight irom those merchants.
For a period of nearly two thousand years Baby-

‘lonia had been the cenire of trace and commerce

in the Tigris-Euphrates valley.

The Babylonians were the worshippers of man]
gods, namely, nature gods; local city deities anu :
group of lesser gods.- Marduk was their chief go«
and Ishtar was their god of love. The main: feu
ture of their religion w-3 a belief in spirits, partl

Marfat.com



THE BACKGROUND OF ISLAM '

<cularly in evil spirits. Another feature of their re-
ligion -was the foretelling of events by the move-
ment of the planets and stars. The Chaldean astro-
logers ‘acquired proficiency 1n astrology and they
 were famous throughout the ancient world.

There was a new system of writings prevalent
jn -Babylonia. It is called the cuneiform system of
writings on account of its wedge-shaped characters.
1t is considered to be a more developed system than
the picture-writing in ancient Egypt. The Baby-
lonians used four or five hundred syllable signs.
Nothing is known about the use of paper. “The
writing material of the Babylonians,” says Myers,
“was usually clay tablets of various sizes”.

In the field of sciences the Babylonians made
much progress. “In astronomy they made greater
advance than the Egyptians. Their knowledge of
the heavens came about from their interest as astro-
logers in the stars.”* The Babylonians “divided
thie zodiac into twelve signs and named its constel-
Jations.” They could foretell the eclipses of the sun
and the moon. It was Babylonian astronomers Asconomy
who invented the sun-disl and the water-clock.

They used the calendar which was_far more ad-
. vanced than that of the Egyptlians. They divided
‘ 'mwa —thé_day and night info

hours., and hours into minutes’ and invented the

Seven day weéek. -In mathematics they made origi-

~ hal coniribulions. They invented the decimal sys- Mathema-
l tem in numbers and it is from them that the sys- ves

. tem has come to the modern world.

System of
wrinng

Assyria and Assyrian Civilization

i The next group of the Semilic peoples who es-
tablished their rule over the northern region of
Mesopotemian valley were the Assyrians. “The his-
tory of Assyria”, says Myers, “is in the main a story
- of the Assyrian kings.” Through blood and cruel-
. tv the Assyrian kings conquered country after coun-
: ‘lrg.r.and established a powerful empire. Because of
4 their cruelty they were called the scourge of anti-

History of
Assyna
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—

# *PVN., Myers, A Short History of Ancient Times,
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“human life, and they found special pleasure in it." j}

A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY . .

quity. They made war for pillage and massacre of If

Sargon II (722-705 B.C.) was one of these cruel i §}
kings. He was a great conqueror., Xe captured ¥:
Samaria (722 B.C.), the capital of the kingdom of ‘{}
Israel and carried away as captives the most influ- %
encial men of the Ten Tribes, These captives arc §
known as the “Lost Ten Tribes”, because nothing 3
was heard of them any more. Sennacherib (705)-
681 1B.C.), son of Sargon, was also a great conqueror.: -
He conguered Babylonia and subjugated Palestine .
and Egypt. Ashurbanipal (668-626 B.C.) was the
greatest king of Assyria. Almost the whole of wes- '~
tern Asia acknowledged his authority. On his death
the Assyrian empirembegan to decline rapidly. "In
612 B.C. Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, was attack- *
ed and completely sacked by the Aryan Medes of__j*“j
Persia. Thus the Assyrian empire came to an end.

The Assyrian culture was greatly influenced by .
the Babylonian cullure. The chief characteristic
of this culture was that though it was indebted to
others for their civilization, the Assyrian culture
spread to the whole civilized world. But the Assy-
rians were not mere imifators. In sculpture, archi-
tecture and paintings they made original contribu-
tions. Sennacherib was a great builder. He rebuilt
the ancient capital, Nineveh and adorred it so beau-
tifully that it lookéd like the sun. Some of the As-
Asyrian monarchs were patrons of learningg and lite- {
rature. Himself a great scholar, Ashurbanipal col-"
lected a great library containing rare books. It is.™
considered as the largest and most important libra-;:_. |
ry of the Semitic world.

The Assyrians have been called the “Romans ¢
of Asia.” “Like the Romans, the Assyrians built
up a vast empire by a series of campaigns and con-
quests. Before them, no people established so vast
an empire. As the Romans derived their culture
and civilization from the conquered Greece and
then developed and diffused it throughout the world,.
similarly the Assyrians borrowed the main features
of their culture and civilization from the conquered
Babylonia and then developed and spread it through-~
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out her vast empire.” The Assyrians also, like the
Romans, introduced a centralised system of admin-
istration. The provinces were administered by the
. governors who were directly responsible to the em-
"peror. The Assyrians constructed a number of
roads and thereby kept the capital in .touch with

djfferent parts of the empire.,

Th‘_’\ Hebrews

Of the other Semi{ic peoples who established
theigigupremacy over Syria and Palestine, the Pho-
N he Aramaeans and the Hebrews were the

Hebrews or Jews cladned Abraham as
¥ their ancestor. They were originally nomads who
had left the Arabian desert in search of a land and
ultimately came to settle In Cannan (later called

Palestine).

Hebrews founded a kingdom of their own
under the leadership of David, son of Jesse of the
tribe of Judah. It was under his son and successor,
Solomon (961-922 B.C.) that the Hebrew kingdom

_@_hgd_Jh&.Pj_u_nacle of its glory. Solomon did

A,

| many beneficial works jor the couniry. He adorned
' Jerusalem, the capital of the Hebrews with magni-
! ficent .buildings. He was a liberal patron of art,
' commerce and learning. But after his death the
| Hebrew kingdom was divided into two parts, name-
| 1y, Isracl fi the north and Judah in the south. The
‘ Assyrians conquercd the kingdom of Israel in 722
B.C. and the kingdom of Judah was conquered by
the Chaldean king Necbuchadnezzar in 586 B.C.

The contributions of the Hebrews were not ime-
portant in the domain of arts and science. The Old
Testament out of which the New Testamenti arose,

L

- Teligion, _While their hieighbours worshipped many
E godsand goddesses, they believed in the oneness of
' God. They also ‘developed a high moral code em-
'+ bodied in the Ten Commandments which their god
-2 Jehovah dedicated to Moses on Mount Sinai’ It

~ was 2 unique literature of the Hebrews. But the
\ Hebrows made preat contributions in the field of

The Jews
clatmed

their des-
cent from

:"th‘:lh:lm

Undezr
Solomoen
the
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kingdom
reached
the height
of its glory
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was the Hebrew monotheism which preceded Chris—
tianity and Islam—-two great rel:gions of the world

The Byzantine Empire |

On the eve of the rise of Islam the two mlghty |
powers—the Byzantine Empire and the Sasanian ]
Empire—were ruling -over the terntones of the'
Near and Middle East. | |

The Eastern Roman. Empire was called the
Byzantine Empire. It consisted of Syria, Palestine, }
Egypt and a part of Europe. Byzantlum was a
Greek city on the Bosporus and the Byzantine Was.,_
named aiter this city. It was made the. capital of:
the Eastern Roman Empire in 327 A.D. by Constan- i

tine the .Great. Buil soon it was named Constantl-
nople after his.name. o

The history of the Byzantine empire must be-
gin with the era of Constantine. Constantine was
followed by more than seventy rulers who graced
the imperial throne of Constantinople before its fall -
in 1204 A.D. Theodosius I (379-395) who came to:
power in 379 A.D. made Christianity the official re-.
ligion of the empire. Theodosius II (408-450) was
the next important ruler of the Roman empire. He
constructed the storied land walls of Constantinople.
Justinian 1 (527-565) came to the throne of the
Eastern Roman Empire in 527 A.D. He was a man
of unusual ability and rare genius. lle tried to
restore the Roman Empue to its ancient glory and
with this end in view he undertook- amb1t10us
schemes of conquest. But the chief achievement,
of his reign was the collection and publication af
the “Body of the Roman Law.” “This work, em-
bodied all the law knowledge of the anczient Ro-
mans, was the most precious legacy of Rome lo
the world.”* Justinian was one of the greatest buil-
ders in the world. He founded a University and:
rebuilt the church of St. Sophia which l*ad been
built by Constantine the Great.

Heraclius (610-641) was the next glfted em-
peror of the Roman Empire. He is often cziled the

* Mycrs, # Short Hm'ary of Apcent Times,

d
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crealor of the medieval Byzantine period. it was
under him ‘that Greek became the official language
of the empire. On his accession he found the em-
pire in 2 disturbed and debilitated condition. The
very existence of the empire was threatened by
the Slaves and the Sasanians. He defeated the Iran-
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~ jansin a series of brilliant campaigns’ and freed
. Syria and Egypt from Sasanian control. Iowever,
"+ the financial strain of these wars left him unshle to
i yeet the Muslims in a favourable posture, and the
recovered provinces were Tost to them during the
Jast days of Heraclius. * .
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A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY

Christianity is one of the greatest rehgmns of
the world. It owes its rise to Jesus of Nazareth.: At "

the age of thirty Jesus Christ appeared in public #

and was crucified in the reign of Tiberious at An- §
tioch in Syria where his teachings were first preach—- ®
ed by St. Paul His followers were first called”
Christians as ‘a term of reproach’. It was due to the
efforts of St. Paul that Christianity spread from -
Asia Minor to Greece and Rome. X

In spite of the opposition made by SOme of,the
Roman emperors, namely; Nero and Diocletian, the
Christians began to draw the attention of the State. 7
With the accession of Constantine, Christianity "3
achieved a great success in Rome. He gave legal |}
recognition to the new faith and made 1t State |
religion. - ]

Most of the Roman emperors were good admin- |
istrators. The Roman system of administration as
established by Augustus was theoretically a restora-
tion of the old Republic. But in reality it was an
absolute monarchy under the guise of the republi-

can form of government. By his assumption of pro-
consular command and tribunician powers, Auqus-
tus became all in all in Rome and in the provinces.
He divided the provinces into two classes, Imperial

and Senatorial. The Imperial provinces were admi-
nistered by governors who were directly responsible
{o the emperor, The Senatorial provinces were gov-
erned by governors ointed by the Senate. With |
‘mﬁmﬁ%’We -
Republic, the Consuls, the Tribunes, even the Senate -
itself had by this time lost all pohtlcal s:f.gmﬁcance ”

The emperor became virtually a despot. | ;:ﬁ

The Sasanian Empire L

. It was probably before 1500 B.C. that some Ar-
yan tribes came to settle on the plateau of western
Iran. “The immigrants that settled in the south,
near the Persian Gulf, becarhe known as Persmus, ‘
while those that tnok possession of the mountain
regions of the north-west were called Medes.”

In 539 B.C. the Chaldean empire was over-
thrown by the Medes and Persians under their kmg
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Cyrus. With the fall of Babylon the power passed
#6T the Semitics to the Aryans who were hence-
forth destined to shape the main course of events. cCyrus
Cyrus was tollowed by his son. Cambyses who ad-
ded Egypt to his empire. After him Darius (521-484
B.C.) who ascended the throne in 521 B.C. was the
greatest of the -ncient Persian kings. The powers of
Persian monarcny passed away with the reign of . .
Werxes, son and successor of Darius. In 334 B.C.
Alexander the Great invaded the Persian empire and

put an end to Persian rule by inflicling a crushing
defeat on the reigning ruler, Xg_:z:es.

The Sasanian Empire which marked a new .
cpoch in the history ofi Persia came into being in
996 A.D. as a result of a national revolt led by Ar-
Jeshir against the Greek-Parthian rule. Ardeshir, , . ..
son of Papak of Fars, was @ vassal-king who revolted .. the
against his sovercign, Ardawan and captured the founder of
conlerminous province of Karman., At this Arda- the Sasa-
wan invaded Fars and attacked his vassal, but he was 3'?“ *
defeated by the latler. In 226 A.D. the final battle ynasty
was fought on the plain of Hormuz in which the
Prathian army was completely defeated and Arda-
wan was killed. The battle of Hormuz laid the
- foundation of the Gusanian dynasty which ruled

! over Perxia for four centuries.

|

Ardeshir, the founder of the Sasanian dynasty,
was o great conqueror and a ruler. He aimed at
{ establiching a contralised government. He main-
' tained a strong standing army and kept it under the
' command of officials who were independent of the
| Satraps. Under him the ancient Persian religion of

' Zocoaster was revived.

.

Ardeshir was succeeded by his son, Shapur I in

* 240 A.D. Shapur was a great soldier and a successful
administrator. His sculptures and other buildings, shapur 1

" which he founded at Shuster and elsewhere, prove
i his devotion to arts of peace. After him the Sasanian
- dynasty produced a cseries of relatively weak
4 monarchs.

Shapur the Great who ascended the throne in
909 A.D. was one of the illustrious rulers of this dy-
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long with the Romans for the glory of his dynasty}

A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY

nasty. He had an exceptmnally long and successfu
reign (309-379 A.D.). Shapur the Great had to fight}:

Sir Percy Sykes says, “The manner in which he condi.
ducted the long fight with Rome to regain the -*‘
provinces lost by his grandfather, Narses and to se
cure -possession of Nisibis—a struggle which he kep i
free from disaster—proves that he possessed not only

military talent of a high order, but also a tenaci ~';:‘
of purpose that was Iackmg in many members of the}
dynasty.” His campaigns against the Huns further}

speak of his military and dlplomatlc achlevement

The most illustrious monarch of this dyna
was Nowshirwan the Just who was a contemporary
of Justinian. He ascended the throne. of Persia in}
531 A.D. He was-a great general and conqueror. But?
his fame rests chiefly on the organisation of civilg
administration. He took steps to eradicate the evils
that pervaded the administration of the empire. His
organisation of land tax, his improvement in irri-
gation and communication, and his creation of a)
standing army bear testimony to his genius as a
great administrator. He was famous for his justice.
Himself a devotee of knowledge, Nowshirwan was
also a great patron of learning.

Khusraw Parwiz, son of Hormisdas and grand-
son of Nowshirwan was the last great kmg of the
Sasanian dynasty. He came to throne in 590 A.D'
and was a contemporary of the Byzantine ernpemr,
Heraclius. “No monarch”, says Sykes, “looms larger:
in Persian literature and art than Khusraw Parwxz_
who was famous alike for his power, his magni
cence, his treasures, his love for his Christian wx.fe
the beautious Shirin, and his deep affection for his
black horse Shabdiz”. In his early life Khusraw
Parwiz was bm courageous, but in his old age
he was tyrannical and vindictive. When the Pmphe1
of Islam sent a messenger with a letter to him, he
tore up the letter and drove the messenger out of
his court. But it ‘was during the reign of Yazdigart
III (634-652) that the Persian Empire was over
thrown by the Arabs. .
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The religion of the Rersians was _Zﬂroasgll:r?:?};
ve religion of anoasterlgo_lég'?:t&de Igz{fure n any
.:iefd an;;eggshizt? zrrh;etilgf; religion, of the Peysi:ans': The impor-
or_t. lso left a profound impression on the religions tza;mcas:éa-
gtt;lea'Jews and the Christians. The idea of Judai ni;;
m and Christianity that gaoc_i and evﬂl ari1 e?;lead PLsiies
nd .permanent adversaries is probably der

'Om Zoroastrianism.
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CHAPTER II
ARABIA BDFORE ISLAM B
The land of Arabia /\/ (,(T;M/ / {_4/ ,//_o

Arabia, the cradle of Islam, is a vast penins
_in the south-west of Asia is the largest peninsilj

Geographi-  “In the world and one of the driest countries of th
cal post-  globe. It has an area of 120,000 square miles but’ itg

;?Sb‘:f 2 \ population is scanly, o seven souls for every;
3/ dy" . SE]uare mile. Arabia occup1es a unique position in
93 ~ the map of the old world. If js situated at the meet-
' ing place of the three continents—Asia, EumEe an
Africa, Hence it commanded a central position of
the globe when America and Australia were not dis-
covered. It is surrounded on the north by the Synam
desert, on ngh
by the Persian Gulf and on the west by the Red Sea;
ASTit is bounded by water on three mges, the Arabs
call it the Jazirat-al-Arab, the island of Arabla T

,.F--' d-l-—---‘..—_-'

The vast region of Arabia is divided into several

provinces of which Hnaz Naid, Yaman, Hadramawt

and Uman are important in the history of the Mushrd
Tmportant world. Makkah, Macdina and Talf are the three

l’;ﬁ‘“;‘ﬂi’fm chief towns of Hijaz. Northern Arabia is a land of

immense tractless deserts. Abo one-third of tue

- countr; 1s covered by sangE eserts. The Jargest por-

U":/‘ tion of this desert area is known as ad—Dahna IV‘lan,
Th the middle of The Southern part of Arabia, The

southern portion of Arabia, which consists of Yaman‘
Hadramawt and Uman, is thickly populated and cele-

brated for its commerce and agriculfure. This is the

most fertlle region of the whole of Arabian penin-

~sula. The richness and variety of its products won

for it in ancient times the name of “Arabla Felit'
or Arabia the Fortunate. ~

The climate of Arabz&;s_gﬂ_rxeg__d#except
in some coastgl tﬂﬂns...and wa g ,v eys. _The
A Tt 5 -r:;t % i“j.ll ;.J
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| |

' >
people are generally hardy and they possess I bhust / ((/ 'f° ( v -
}ealth due to the intluence of its typical cimate.” i | 1.

Al—

“Though Arabia is surrounded by watgLQDMY?S— md/ L
oxcept the north, 1t has practically no Iivet worthy clirdee of
| antion. 5 If there 1s any, 15 not navigable. The Arabia and

of mention.

small s which exist here and there make the it influence
strands fertile. Rainfall is scanty bul where there )
js water fhe land 18 vemarkably fertile for the pro- ~ @@ﬁ ’q;)

duction of coffee, indigo, fales vegetables and Luits. et
il 2oy J 450547

Y ‘ )

The -palm is t} 2’ ieen of trees in Arabia. SOy
Wr a ich ali ithou! S
{t Tife in the desert would b I]inkable. The uses
of the palm:uee_ale_as._néié%m as the needs of

man. Its fruit is he siaple food of the people, s

stones are crushed 1o provide sustenance 1o the

i iy e

camel. its fermented milk is the Tuxury drink for the
Bedouins, its wood 1S -1most the only fuel in an other-
wise treeless land, ils branches provide material for
mats and reois ; while the fough fhbre of 1is bark

can be used for ropes. The dat&-palm is one of the _
: . Products
¢ 5 Bedouin who always longs for ¢ Arabia

“tho two black ones., l.c., walcr -nd dalecs, 1he

coastal regions produce fruits and vegetables in large.
quantity. -Yamanis the most fertile tract in Arabia.l

e and A

Wheat and-cofte are found in ahundange in this re-
gion, Agricylture is_also “possible due 1o ainfall,

Miiet and rice are produced in some parts of _Uman.

The frankincense plant is the most valuable product

} of Hardramawt and Mahra. It has occupied a special
place in the main comnercial products of Arabia.” . ‘bf
(gf. :

"'i ,..
| at are the principa ‘-)/j*'/

" Camel. horse, sheep _and_go rincipal
domeslic animals of Arabia. Of these anima:"t's camel

is the most useful in Arabia, without which desert /J o~

¥

Tlife wenld have been inconcejyahle. It is “the ship
of th.e ve<ert”. DBesides acting as a ship in the sandy ' Animals

desert and providing the Bedouin with his main’
vohicle of transport, the camel is the mg-y , /7" ]
i — Rt i//‘& ‘)",n /-)
’ {

jum of the bride, the price:

~ ¢i.the Dlo {he wealth of 7«

{‘ 1:3__§hei kh, are all computed in terms of camels. It Stial.
i is the Bedouin's constant companion, his alter €go, 222 L
his foster parent. He drinks its milk instead of wa- |

ter, which he sparés for the catile; he foasts on its
B

R e C
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- flesh, he covers himself with his skin; he makes }§
his tent of its hair and its dung he uses as fuel. The. {{
camel is so necessary to the Arabs that Umar I once {}

ol g sald, "Thwwy—“w}lﬂe:théﬂhm; A
firecd KT prospers,”¥ 1t played.an important part in-the ear-.

T Xl

ly tonquests of the Muslims. The Arabian horses v§
are the finest in the world. In the 8th century
Arabia used_to _export horses to different parts. of ]
. the world. Qoats and sheep are the chief property -
“a of the Bedouijns. - -

\ .
Iy /:;/ b‘g/‘{/} Irl__]:illl_it?nts f)f_Arabia N
The people of Arabia fall into two groups,

17074 iz, “the dwellers of the cities” and “the dwellers

d};/"',?_-,f._}he desert”—the Bedouins. The dwellers of .the

2“*’;’&2‘ / cities settle in one place and they know ‘how to till

W lands and grow corn. They have their business

3 transactions within their country as well: as other
fo'f[:

.‘ bl
e — T o e

countries. They are more refined and civilised than

g */3_? the Begggins who do not like the idea of settled life.
)% VT The Bedouins wander from one place {0 another
o with all their belongings. In the midst of their jour-
T ney they temporarily halt at places where they live
S ks in tents. They have different tasies of life. To
o them, sheep and camel raising, horse breeding, hun-
i . ¥

ting and raiding are the only occupations worthy.of /
p - a man./ They have no charm for agriculiure and ail:
varilies of trade and_craft. Attack, counter-atiack, -

er are the evils inherent in the very
system of Bedouin life. They do not like .to_ sif.’

quietly for a long time. -If a Bedouin cannot find
any enemy to deal with, he gives an ouflét to hist
irresistible urge for nghting by falling upon his own '
people, In tnis respect an Arab poet says, “Our ¢
usiness is to make raids on the enemy, on ‘our

', .« . | neighbour and our own brother, in case we find none
RS *‘»\f to raid but.a brother.” The Beédouins trave special .
| ' » % "love for their fellow tribesmen. When a member of
., -a tribe commits any wrong, the whole tribe not: only.
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ARABIA BEFORE ISLAM

aﬁdnrse his actioh but
him. “We do not ask

also share responsibility
our brother”, says a poet,

17

with

agop feecitill

& f_'d f{

!
1

reasons and e
or help.’

The Be

e:_?@anatﬁns for a 1) W
in patriotism is neither

crime) when he

national Nno “terri

jal but strictly

tribal. 'Iribal-

iem constifutes the Shief feature of the social life.

Tova

of @ member if

tribe can command _the Ity _of a
it fails fo protect him. “Be loyat to the tribe”, says

“its claim upon its members 1s strong enough

i —————

give up his

wife”’. This tribal

a bard,
16 make a husband

system-—prmdd

a constant sourc

e of fighting *

amongst the Arabs 0 pre-Islamic days.

None can deny the fact that
ture of Arabia has an important influence upon the ,

mind o6f its people.

e

the physical fea- fhﬂ f cot *?c.-.{fiwlﬁ

Avabl
Arabs ?.Z/{j‘ftbiq

’tl;he_d_esert land saved the

from ine invasion of the foreigners on the one hand
snd tade them a nation of traders on the other.

- Arabia, being a tractless
the attention of the

outsiders.

Jesert could not attract  nfluence

“This is why", says of geogra-

PX. Hitti, “the Arabs have escaped foreign domi- phy

“and industrious.
! gert has
om and

WO Jelde A

e

" nation for cen.uries.
‘constantly with the desert, they become. persevering
Their unrestricted life in the de-

5bs are to siruggle

spirit of free- -

individualism, This love of Ifreedom

has never made them acge

Sthers. The early European
- adimaration for the 1

t “The_Arabians were
|

. Islam were able to crea

Condition of Arabix gt /Ahe advent of Islam
ing the rise of Islam is known

The period p
as Ayyam-i-Jahiliyah or Age

! .

' tory of ancient Arabia.

1 “the Jahiliyah period, whic

* the creation of _Adam down
ammad [

“the centu
D a

Cox
K P
n

{
by

immediate

;7 S

4
£
E]

ra‘.-"_h.
L PO VR SN R L ST

ove of the Arabs.
the only people who did no

send their ambassadors o Alexander, who had plan-
~5d 1o make Arabia {he seat ol his enip‘lre.”‘"f.“o‘r"
' {hose qualitles, the Arabs alier their conversion to

te a vast empire and civili-
" zation in the history of the world. /

According to
in a sense extends

more particularly as _useg
sreceding

RN 4
.r:/'/J/ -

ation_ of_

historians have greal . | 1
Strabo says, ﬁS‘i‘T&bO Aee S

Ll

of Ignorance In the his- |

E.K Hitti, Jahiliyah ‘
e k pcﬁod "[,.r—‘ﬁ’
the mission of Mu- 78 |

ar
the rise of Isla_m".

to

v
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18 ‘ A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY

The period Was so called, because the 'polit'ical,_‘"i
ligious and sgcial conditions of Arabia were of __ 1
worst order. - The pre-Islamic Arabs had no inspir'l'

prophet, no revealed book, no clear-cut religioyg
ideology and they had no idea of the system of Gol
ernment, no idea of moral and descent life.
‘religious as well as political life was on a thorou

ly primitive level'. o e ]

Polifical. Duriﬁg the age /of ignorance, t}
whole of Arabia excepég,%ﬁtai ortions of the noxt

which were under the{su 1 ersid
~5d the Roman Empires{enjoyed complete indepe

- ividon of dence. " The™ A vided—Intc
21, ivision ach tribe had a chief of ils own, gene;aB ,
U/j " SJ/.L :},:n ‘;:E; as Sheikh to whom they owed their 4ljegiant
o) d" ibes Those belonging to the same tribe were on friend
(= » . terms.) The relation between the member f

Y . . :
_,r_:,mﬂffj'(' - ferent) iribes was very hostile. The Arabs did x
-~ : 1{,«1 hestitate to go to any rien sth, even they were rea

L L -
'_"‘..y o e e %
e T Tice Their Tives for the honour and-prestige

\'¢ : :
? f.i,{)‘i the tribe.l In the absence oI any centralised gove
(ot Tient these tribes were always in conflict with e:

other at the slightest~pretext and the war. betwe

the conflicting tribes sometimes continued for m:

5" years togethng The battle of Basus which origir

" ed from a she-camel beating between Banu B

In the and Banu Taghlib lasted for forly years. The A

absence of  of Dahis and Ghabra (name of horses) fought]
centralised ween the Abes and its sister tribe Dhubyan OV¢
govern- horse race continued for several deca)aes."e Tﬁe fr

ment tnibal .
wars wm"-.;;""g/rmds and wars were thus a matter of eve

/', ¥ There was no systemalic law in the country. “M
47" s right” was the law in the land.. Politically, Ar:

. o .}'; i

5 7 2t the advent,.of Muhammad (Sm,)j was lorn

1. , Dieces by Mvalrieg of its OEVI'I&Ide'UH}' it i
i, .+ .the_intrigues of its neighbouring s aj?s- d bY

t"‘:‘m‘_"i‘“{v : ':fr .. ﬁ._" : 1 -1‘.‘.
¥ b Economic. The land of Arabla was’ Ra

R _ There were no agricultural and_mineral prod

{ " Hence the people in general were econolmlca’l)
X | W ) | by ter
; TR . pressed. "They, earned their Lyeulo ‘bbe
2 Am * 9 cattle. People of a higher-status like Abu Bak
A | I N o RS il SERTPCI S ) 3R
""} N i o A eam W W, - M'mnﬂ .-..ﬁ:gh.t!.ﬁ e _ ,M C 3 .‘ "'l‘- ’- : ”-'"" K" " -
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) , )'i’}‘-.’-ﬁ _ |
Jthman carried on ir%an and /foreign business.
They were economically belter off but their num- gt {
oers were few and far betweep. The practice oiy2L (3% y

monev-lending based on the system of*Usury was in

———

vogue among the Jews who treated their debtors

ery geverely. - f/i
7 <
MCuﬁi:ral. Tﬁgo/a there was no educational sys-

em like that of the modeg_g“,&age, the Arabs of this
reriod were not altogether di

devoid of culture. They
vere famous for their language and poetrv. The
anguageé of tne pre-Islamic anEs had %een so rich
hat it can be compared with the developed langu- Pertection

1ges of modern Europe;IThe perfection of the Ara- . Arbic

ic language was The greglest contribution of the language '

Age of Ignorancesto emer\égéfce of Islam. P, K. Hitti -Wiy

ays, “The ;[jurﬁ)ph of Islam was to a certajn extent. 1_)”1 f-y:E;m e
he triumph of a language, more particularly of a P4 So
0ok, * An

other cultural achievement of the pagan"f.\é \ o <
\rabs was their poetry. The poetry of the period aé 30

vas national in_influence_buf not in_ spirit” The ‘\g

heme of poetry was not the Arabs but the Arab \\

ribe. In their songs and poems, the poets.of-the Ja- P

iliyah periad sang of their tribes, of war, of the feats )
courage of their-tribal heroes and, above all, of

}ir ‘women and lovers. “In those days poetry was

Flll&l-l'—)' for the cultured few, but the sole medium
: literary cexpression.”+ Ghalan ibn Salamah of _the

?be of Taqif is known to hold once a week a literary B
| erln% where poems were recited and_ wherg ‘.
rerary discussions and criticism took_place.  The

. - -

ems ol pre-Islamic_Arabia are_one of our impor- |
tsources Jor the study of the history_of this. pe-

) i u -
od. They ‘throw light on all aspects of pre-Islamic lr:::.m;?ni:

rabia’. Imarul Qays, Tarafa bin al-Abad, Harith Arabia
.n Hilliza Antara bin Shadad al-Absi And Amr bin .

- ek el
ulthum {vere some of the important poels in pre- ~-{'iW\

lamic Arabia. P\ N

Al -Rcligious. f' With the excegtion of the Jews and, |} "¢ °
~-@ Christians, the res{ of fhe Arn S were idolatrous.)‘?»/{ o\

At the religions of the Jews and the Christ ans were
I . * -

LY

. #

. K

* ;!*.-l":!
H . ' ’

i
1% K, Hitn, Hirtory of the Arabs. | __

I. A,ijr.._."n;hn]m.gf ‘%W{&mﬂpl.:t.. N SR
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h\? 170 ' iti Their feligions could otf 3
in a oribunc co:.ndltlon. the material and spir"it;;__ 1

Arabs as a whole. o
fIsg:a,emic Arabs were mainly ' ':.ﬂ?__
o : hi ped many gﬁ AN EULIUC O . : 1-:
-—g“tt‘ ™ gz&r ::: r:wrf godi and _godc}ess, and e:eirgxpfoa;n j
rl .ts own househ '_%} ThE mos l_L t-___i.
had 1 s were(al-Uzza, al-Lat,

dess .
of these godsl?ggbg;{d ;SO were held in high ested

d a _ h estee
%:\:Ermtl}ita ;I;abs.@agh}l h, Wadd, Nasr etc., were ' y

v

. ' Beliefs and
L ‘Fﬂﬂﬂm ‘iﬂ \ te ~ lt -the - !
Islamc Tait ] 0 Ml - PCE -
A } ) Fﬁib“‘ “There were'ﬁ%idas _ Iyﬂ mufnd algfﬂl;bal}ur
A L.:.,-ﬂ- (- chief deity representing fi‘n thdeiﬁ :rrer;t arts of
mR ng Every year men irom to 1
N\ hovedh used’ to come here to pay homage 10
\‘g\t ?olgsltnlr)uring this time a bigffﬁl_l'. was ezc}'m AG
' - ed the “fair of "Ukaz.. D
& and the fair was call hipped the sun,.
N idol worship, the Arabs WOrsi'P 50
ST ll-izcn, the star and the atr. w

. would worshi «nieces of ston

that the shi = . LI5S

Snd-heap’. ‘The kissing of 1 _Black to ,_-,

tﬁg ci :cumambulation of the Kaba 1@- 5
_\77 et = of e A

C : ie of

-~ .~ ;1. Only a section of the peopie 1ot
) S 1* believed. in 2 vagmE HIETC 1o this ot
FEe S TN Nawfal and Zayd bin » darknes

' - :%.  Social and Moral. In an age.-_-ﬁ-“f%.x g ter
‘ ‘E?}J Arabs were' ed with tourage, Ches_" ;.
ey .am el SRl Y SRl rs-satig Ll e — ...l:.:!-na.ﬂ_" R Pt At i




ARABIA BEFORE ISLAM | 21

é:ohderful memory, sense of self-res _ct feelin . of
‘reedom, love and alleglance Tor the tribe and tribal Good qua-
[eader, Sl licity, generosit hospitality and last tt:::sh:;t- . Gh

1 St
mut not the least tEe Enaclé for poetry. DBut these by Bba 1 Q:\Cj\

..
".
LS

good qualities were outweighed by bad ones. During  cnes » D
this dark age, the frmament of Arabia was OVel- OL_‘C\.{ _;4})
clouded with injus;ice,;_vi;:e"&'n'd superstition. (AL .
LT -
The position of women there was worse than that gil

of the women of any other country in contemporary _
Position of

history. Thex Ppre-Islamic Arabs regarded their o

women as'éﬁtt@lnnd'mmmmer N
'.Cﬁl-%prj': femnpl_\Women had no rights and no social res- t.,_‘g\'f-‘f' >
pect. =an could marry as many wives as he liked MENNY; _;u-
and could divorce as vo wished. When a father was ALY

informed of the birth of a daughter, his face would
furn pale with grief and anger. Sometimes_the

father buried her alive in spite of her soul-harrow-
g cries. Many a father Ei%ea his female children
¥or Tear of poverty as it 1s stated in the Holy Quran :

i ul ' ] PR e o . - .-

“and kill ye not your children for {éar of

t)»\ poverty. We provide them with livelihood ' / -
) ‘ and you also, surely killing them is a heinous —77=" |, Y 2
¢ sin.” U’C/f - L ¢ _;;.r - . ¢l})/ |
|_:'r ..\-r"""r)] ‘giﬁ’f’u?-j(f;ﬂ //;‘/}f_}r
:ofr " Polygamy and polgandry were prevalent among

Hhe Arabs. Besides, 'a plurality of wiyes, a man e T

» s

could have unlawful relations with a number of VvV

sweet hearts. Narried women were allowed by their v vi¥e T
Fornica- el

hushands_to conjugate with others for. the sake of “orte,
TR Y \ : g jon a
offspring.” Girls of coguettin -d‘EEE51twn often used aduliery

fo go to the oulsb‘j%g of the city where they allowed
! 4+he menfolk to lake fuil liberly wit em. S_r___hfe P~
! mothers were arried lo their sons and sometimes

. sisters also used to be married with brothers. Wo-
. men were not entitled to have the share of the pro- .

—i

perty of their deceased husbands, fathers and other \ SAON
o\

'
. Trelations. Such a_ miserable and obngxious _life 1) "

wormen were leading before the advent of Muham-""

4 mad_(Sm.) who Jifted them up from. the depth of
‘" lowliness. to the pogi}iﬁon} of respect and dignity.

5 e m————_
N

}"“5 '_ Slavery was in yogue among the 'Arabs. They
. treated the slaves most inhumanly, possessing the

_._——-l-l"""""-"

Killing of
daughters

e tiyn

g, 15
W
A (et D hee

| T . i : . . ’a .
- h:!gi AR e Lt Ha’- it o JCRE : . y k
L | h o cma M am % L0 'M.I-.\.___._,.:-‘_ '_ . i"’.".:- F"‘ ; Lo Lo el : B
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; i .

authority of life and death over them. Marriag

{ { S‘tﬂn;:::::: among the slaves themselves was not legal and freel}
i - marriage was prohibited under frightful penaltiegi:{g
‘41 :T}le society of Arabia was steecped in vice, sup-if§
’;1 | erstition and barbarism. The Arabs were so much §
X given to superstitions that they would not under<i
i‘ﬁ ' take any work whatsoever before they copsulted ¢
A2 their idols through the help of oracles constituted ¥

"iﬁ‘ by arrows. Human _sacrifices at the altar of thQ

ﬁ temples were not infrequent. Social inequality, pez- |
:’T secution, drinking;~gambling, plundering and other
4 EERRTR P mg_a

cinods vices were rampant w__i . The mo-!
Tal and material condifion "of Arabia in particular?

1:::’:‘;3‘1{:‘: of and thal of the rest of the globe In general was so-
3 vuhammad | d€plorable that it could hof but call for divine inter- |
(Sm.) ference. The conditions which operated before the

birth of Te:us Christ nearly seven centuries before, |
now operated with greater forces and vehemence.
Hence was the advent of Muhammad (Sm.) in the
soil of Arabia, because, of all the countries of the"
“world, her conditions—political, religious and social

—were the worst,

- ol

e 3 Pl e« - R b TG O 5 ., e

-
. F __"_-

. Thus when the whole of Arabia was groaning '
~ under oppression and torture, injustice and cruelty,
~ vice and superstition' Muhammad (Sm.) appeared

. I

| - as a blessing to the Arabs and the whole universe.-
: ,;i | | - :ﬂ i .
| /
:_ “ e
R _. 1
N f
i N |
i'l ' -_ ' ‘
i ' ' t
d -
14
_f’? Ay % uﬂ-r-u-m
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PART II
THE RISE OF ISLAM AND THE CALEHAL STATE.
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} ten years. ) ;-

e Quraysh family was a fa

the Ismailite Arabs: The%f& was a po .
nam At who was_desce ed from Ismail. Fihr's ouraysh
d hence all his des-

another name was uraysh anc

cendants_are called %mlzsh ~fter him.))In the 5th

vear of the Christian-era{ one of the descendants ol
Qusayy by name€ wnited all the tribes of the

. Fifr,
Quraysh and ook possession of Hijaz and t
enience of ad

of the Ka'bah. For the conV c
tion he built 2 Counsel Hall (Dar un-Nadwa
the leaders of e Quraysh used t b

time to time for public business.
himself a capable administrator by supplying foo
: . 5

1, and water to the pilgrims
: L%Pilgﬂmage-']) ﬂ?r—--/ 107
‘ﬂ [ After the death of Qusayy, his son Abd-ud-Dar
became the ruler of Hijaz and more specially of
Makkah. DBut on his death there aros¢ 2 dispute
\S\J,over the administration of Hijaz between his grand-
({ sons and the scns of his 1::1'{3’(.11erti Abd-Manaf. ! it »
was ultimatel decided that Abd-Shams, son of ‘
l Abd-l\rfanaf, would be in charge of the r'é‘___}rgm.&*and" d p° |
h Ysons of Abd-ud-Dar WEIE fo look after
er this arrangement,

L the military. bul Sometime aft
ibility of administra- -
(/i-"" ’Jt |

Abd-Shams gave up the respons
r brother Hashim, who was fit {o]

;l tion to his younge
f <houlder the task. Hashim was }h _popular figure Rival
in Arabia for his bravery and”~ %geﬁernsitx.j But bct:r::n“j’w
Vo (Umayyah. con of Abd-Shams, became envious of his Hashia
) t{e challenged the right 3% ‘f‘?;m"

uncle's position and power.
of Hashim as to his success in the open field but he ,-."ﬂ/;; D
had to admit defeat and according to the decisio «/ / |

of the judges he was banished from the country for




26 | A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY .

GENEALOGICAL TABLE OF THE PROPHET *

Qusayy 6757 S bi b 4

| 2
‘Abd-Manaf ~— A},J..-vx@f -dzf’ v

l
|

rr v l
Abd-Shams have Ww Hashim FpTL pe

| | ¢ rollwy
Umayyah Abdul Muttalib (S/méa{ h)
| |
Harb | | |
l Abdullah  Abu Talib Abbas |
| | @
Abu Sufyan Muhammad | Abdullah
] (Prophet) - |
Mu’awiyah |
and Ali
. Umayyad | |
Khalifahs Fatimah .4 Al Muhammad
(Daughter) l
|
e l i ‘ :
| L IR
Ibrahim  Abdul Abbas Abu Jafar A
| (as*-Sa.ffah) -al-Mansur,
and e i et e e g :u
Abbas1d . T
fahs e :
{
‘.r__z\; 3
.. K B W P T S
E';‘\ ' %?:E %&ﬁ‘!ﬁ.‘# .a-:tf :"-_'_..,E M%E:’i? e T TR o T T WAV St
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EARLY LIFE OF THE PRQPHiaT . | o7

.. ';(Hashirn, the great grandfather of Muhaipmad, | |
ynarried a lady of Madinah and the result of this Shabib,

marricge was a son named Shabih.) On the d?ath 'flﬂ h?'-' _
of Hashim, his brother Muttalib brought Shabih tc . '

know
Cfidinah. —The people of' Madinah thought that known, as
'Shabih” was the slave of Muttalib and so they called Mutualib

him through mistake ‘Shabih Abdul Muttalib’;j The
jatter name 1S NOW known only as- Abgul Muttalib

( The generosity and fair mindedness of Abdul
Muttalib won for him an 1Emdisp-utea::i position among Tealouss
the Quraysh who recognised his OVE lordship. JBut {0 cn

Harb, the son_of UNd T reiused to accepl DS panu
-supremacy. The decision of the judges again went Hashim
agmt T as 1t did in the case ¢  his father.) Thus,  and Banu
ere W hetween the Banu Umanad
. Hashinvand the Banu Umayyah and the struggle for
power/between the two in the subsequent genera-

Ety; gxad its root in the past.

> -Abdul Muttalib, an old man of nearly seventy,

. had several sons and dau rters. When he was rul-

ine over Hijaz, Abrahah?; the Christian chie{ of Abraha’s

; n ?occasmn oF his march towards Makxa
chief)

W dnvasion ot

: Yaman jnva akkah and the houseé O a'bah. \akkah -

. ’ e‘ U/
ode on the elephant and as the Arabs had )’@,ﬁﬁ— n?eJ epha.

4 » * » » & /.y'
in which the invasion tuakcﬁlace is known 1n -
as {he Year of Elephant, (The army of Abrahah ‘was A Y

destroyed partly by an’épidemic and partly by a
terrible storm of rain and hail’ Prior to this event:
Abdul Muttalib took his {youngest son. Uah / with

to the house of Wahhab, the chief o the Banu'’Aminah

Abdullah’s

marnage

7ohra clan, and there he gave his son in marriage
to Amfrﬁﬁh the daughter of Wahhab. )

l-_-__—-——-"'—-_

. Abdullah remained with Aminah only for three , , , -,
davs at her father’s ho'usé. _He then Ie%t his wife&iut})\é
and started for oyria on a mercantile expediii
. On his way back he fell ill At Madinah and died
i there, leavi i him five camels, &

an

- oats and llmm ' .
R perl Muhammad (Sm.

*
]

Decath of

1
of

30 | o é3b] u tle anc

‘ | [
i'!ﬂ

“ § WmeRale

L " .

. By "Ii . - ) . T I
ﬁ. E_ cavmdd o dm . . o m I .'*4 X '_ﬂ iq.. mr -h r L ] Fl-:' I-:! ‘.___-l'-.l.n._..__ll'% -a . ;_
va. aml . o al met o .. H- a
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charge o
Mubammad

Death of
Aminah

Rl 2

;E;ﬁc:th of
“rAbdul

<hocked at the death of Abdullah. Aminah ‘was |}
then in the family way. - R | §

Bicth and carly life of Muhammad (Sm.) guipeni 3§
The widowed Aminah gave birth to a son onlg.

ondav.” the 12th Rabi-ul-Awwal, 570 h&.D. ‘The i}
child was named Nuhammad (om.) by his grand- §
father and Ahmad by his mother. Both these names j§
=re mentioned in the Holy Quran. S
, gl 3

According to the custom of Arabia the charge |
of ithe child’s upbringing was entrusted to Halima, )
~ woman of the Bani Sa'd. Muhammad (Sm.) be-!
gan to grow up in the lap of Halima. For five years
he had to live with her among the Bani Sa’'d. Dur-

. ing these five years his speech was formed upon

Jone of the purest models of the beautiful language
h it was his pride in after

/ wla. As suc
ays 1o say, ~Verily, I am the most perfect Arab

amongst you ; my descent is from the Quraysh a
y_tongue 1S fhe tongue ol the Banj_Sa’d”., Mu-

A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY

m
hammad (Sm.) ever retained a grateful impressioh

of the kindness of the Bani Sa’d. He had the high-
est respect and regard for Halima and he did not
fail to show it when the latter visited him after his
marriage with Khadijah. .

In the sixth year of his life Muhammad (Sm.)
was sent o the care of his mother. The noble lady,
in order to show her boy to the maternal relatives
of his father, sel out for Madinahyalong with her
slave girl. Arriving at Madinah sh@li_ghted at the
house where her husband had died and been buried.
RBut on their way back to Makkah, they reached a
place named al- 2 where Aminah fell sick and
died. After her burial there the orphan was carried
Fack to Makkah by Umm Aimgn who was.a faith-
ful nurse of the child. 9P LAY "

In his seventh year,/Muhammad (Sm.) begar

to feel the desolation /c):fM the orphan _state. The
charge of the orphan was now undertaken by Abdu
- Muttalib whose guardianship lasted only for tw
~years. The wolld-be-world-Prophet was thus be

| _;axad-of his parents and grandfathgr at a very }_:e_g

-
'

) §
der age. | )I_;

~
L




sleep b i
wherever he walked abroad. This tender
was continue t¢ill he emerged from the helpless- Talib
ness of childhﬂod.\ As his uncle was not solven .
%k {for his bread. He , .
/

- on the meighbouring
ferings of 1he poor an 1’&&" 1 ‘
f editative turn of mind and loV solituds; Sweet Q t/,"/

\ amlable in nature The was honoured an
) dherence 1o truth,
> };5

v] ~an
his OWN EeoTEe. 1155 strict @
Es__kisg;'gj;uj,g_ums_ﬂhgngsﬁ, unflinching faith and stern P
st~ gense of duty arned for fim | he title of _‘{Ll-ﬁ?ﬁt"n, ) (
? ‘the Trusty’. LM\&-*Q’?‘W; ' o1 v

\

t/’ At the age of twelve M

t pani d Nis uncl 1ness

: ) int name

q Christian s ar
(Sm.) for the last Prophet and Syria /
- - H

took_Muh ammad

sp_nke hi‘g_linjly of him. During this time a tsacrilegi- 2l
~r—war broke out .t the fair of ‘Ukaz' in which Ao
' , jnvolved. The*Hashimites

the battles Muhammad (o, sttended upon
“uncle Abu Talib. He marked the stages of the war Ukaz
he found thai thousands of / Y »

a5 an observer. When he
swept away by_the inter-J14) 0

,}}i‘:'___e__s —were going to be
he formed ce committee namedwtﬁ’
Peace

6/,,’/ necing war, J:

Hal{ul Fuzul with the help and €0-9 eration of & _

band of snerpelic youlhs. The object of this com- e
mitiee wasj to maintain ,pgm_nnmﬂnder and to formed
establish € rdialify_amon the different tribes In

“ - Makkala ﬁ {li’q

P ay -

2} 4

Muhammad (Sn).) and Khadijah

. The fame of Muhammad (Sm.) had spread by

g this time througnout Arabia. Khadijah, on hear-
- d truthfulness of Muhammad

ing of the sincerily an
(Sm.)_;‘ snvited him to her house an

Martat.com

d requested him
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| g )./wagent. The noble widow was then 40 vears of -age,f;f

Y

Pk 4
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. to take charge of her businesStg‘Juhammad (Sin.) :
6(’),.0 [+ ) With the co t of his yenerable uncle, went tq
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"}'
Syria in charge of Khadijah’s venture, After hisQ
depariure the mind of Khadijah was filled up withls

Muhammad ~ the thought of Muhammad (Sm.) She had all thig}

(Sm.) in- time been waiting for his arrival. In Syria Muham-i?

charge of mad (Sm.) made great profit by his honesty and’

Khadiah’s — jntelligence and added to the fortune of Khadijah,

venture When he came back and stood before her, she wasf.‘i

much impressed by the charming personality of her

>he had been twice narried and had borne two sons’
and a daughter. The leading men of the Qurayshi]

Muham- sought her hand in marriage but she rejected all
2:;‘ r;ﬂ tl}e_ir offters. The tender emotions excited by the
with *° . wvisit of Muhammad (Sm.), however, overpowered ;
Khadijah her resolution. She wanted to marry him and the !

uncle. \Then Muhammad (Sm.) was twenty-five, )
This was a happy and fortunate 'unio'ﬁ.:’f Khadijah.
fully appreciated the noble genius and commanding.
personality of Muhammad (Sm.). She allowed him-
to enjoy his leisure hours undisturbed and free from

(v “care. In moments of dé€pression and sadness, she
"V (}“‘J proved a never-failing source of sglace to him. Mu-

ham 14 ( ' said later in m en;no_ri

% ;;.PUU marriage was periormed with the consent of his

A in

N and when he was helpless, she helped hi n*
tham- £ r *
macs he was [i{I¥, Kﬁaa_;]ad passed away from this land_
missio 7y of living to _the land of bliss, With her he lost a
faithtul friend and a sincere guide. He had several
- children by her, but they died in _infancy except:
the daughters, only the youngest of whom Fatimah, !

/" wife of Hazrat ‘Ali, lived to see the great events'
of her father’s life. | |

Khadijan body believed in his mission, Khadijah believeq___ijnﬁ
fist believe  him ~ when h jendless she gefriendeg him*
—-a—L————'ELJ! 1"‘"""""‘""‘""“""""‘“"‘"\

.
[ ] -

f

After his marriage with Khadijah, {Mphammad'

(Sm.) used to go {o a cave of mount Hira, not far
from: Makkah and spend a month every year in me-
ditation. One night as he lay in the cave, wrapped

in his Arab mantle, a voice spoke to him and bade
him read. He tre : and said that he
- could no When a third time the voice order-
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B850
" ed him to read, he read in the name of Allah. Thus Revclaton
 the Holy Quran was first revealed to Muhammad ©of the

. (Sm.) in the month of Ramada\,x:q 0,)\; Quran

Preaching of Islam and hostility of the Quraysh

.{ On receiving prophethood at the age of forty: -
M ad,'} (Sm.) began to preach his, mission Lf e ‘j/‘;’f{‘?"z |
among ihe misguided citizens of Makkah.” s mes- =
sage to the people was: ‘God is One. He is the |
Maker and Creator. He is the Giver of Life and
the Bringer of Death. There is none like Him.’ Ie _
said that people should give up idol-worship. He Preaching
also asked them to be charitable, to be kind and of Islam
sympathetic. He emphasised the Unity of God

- (Tawhid) %ﬁlich s the corner stone of the religion
of Islam.{His wife Khadijah jvas the first who gave
up idolairy and accepted his mission. Then came
(Ali, Abu Bakr, Uthman, Abdur Rahman, Zayd, Az-
Zubayr and Talha under the banner of Islam.} As
time went on the number began to increase and
within threc or four years the number of converts to *

the new faith_amounted to nearly forty souls, - |

Py~ [ e

The success of Muhammad (Sm.) was an eye-Sorc
! to the Quraysh. At first they laughed at him. But
) " when he showed his earnestness and determination
in tecaching and preaching the message of God they
began to ill-treat him and his followers. “The oppo-
" sition of the ruling families of Mecca”, says Joseph
' Hell, “was not_so_much_against_the new teachings ., ..
' of Tslam as against the social and political revolu- g oy
Iions—which 1hey soupht to introduce.” The preach- cuses
| ing of Muhammad (Sm.) struck at the root of their
. beliefs by denying all the old gods. They were re-
' actionary_people and could not think in terms of any
change of their existing religion and society. 'There
was a_priest-class among the Quraysh who thought
~ that the rising power of Islam meant their own doom
-, and déstruction. Taking advantage of {he ignoraice
of The people they were achieving their own ends.
- ! But Islam would be a barrier and so they instigated
7. the Quraysh against the Prophet. The House of - e
4 Ka'bah was entrusted to the care of the- Quraysh A
= family. ‘This was a source of income to them, but '

'
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32 A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY
they became afraid that if the religibn of Muham-
mad (Sm.) were preached among the idolaters it:ig
would give blow to them. -

The brunt of their wrath fell upon the con- i
vertéd slaves and strangers the weak and_poor &
of tho Jower classes who had no patron or protec- i#
tor.. These people were seized and exposed to the §
scorching gravel of the valley to the intense of the §

midday sun. Muhammad (Sm.) himself was safe i

- Oppression |
on the new  under the shadow of his res*pected uncle Abu Ta_],ib.

converts who generally acknowledged the claims of the.
kinsmen. Abu Bakr and those who-could claim af~2
finity with any powerful family of Makkah were }

generally secure from personal injury..

First cmigration to Abyssimia | l

. Inhuman oppression and torture on the Muslims

J touched the tender heart of the Prophet who advised.

t’rl (Q'P’ his followers to seek shelter-in a foreign land.) Abys-
51” X 4sinia was weil-known at Makkah as a mart for the
” .,t‘vﬂ‘goods of Arabia. In the Tth month of the 5th year
eceived \ Of Muhammad’s mission, eleven men and four women
cordially , ipcluding Uthman and his wife set out for Abys-
by the 15 sinia. The emigrants were cordially received by the
king of f’f‘f' king of Abyssinia. When the Quraysh leaders-heard
Avyssinia this, they followed them. But the emigrants had al-
ready gone beyond their reach. Thereupon the chiefs

of the Quraysh sent a delegation to the king of

Abyssinia with a request to expel the Muslims fron:

+¢ his kingdom. Najashi, the king of Abyssinia_heart
'.*"* both the sides and was highly impressed by the idea
He allowed the Muslims to Live

e

7 of the Muslims. s to It
there peacefully. The Quraysh delegation. w nt bacl
to Makkah unsuccessfully. Y

'On . this occasion -the emigrants. were_few blé

the part they played was of deep importance in th

 history of Islam. This emigration to Abyssinia cor
. vinced { avsh of the sincerity and resolutio
e S fims who were ready to undergo any 1o

© d hardship_rather than abjure the faith of Muhap

" mad (Sm.). The Muslims further egarded pei
o and exile in the cause of God as a privilege andda
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ﬁiction.ﬁ But the most important result of the
migratiom was that the Muslims of Makkah now
Sew that there was a place where they could seek
helter and protection from the persecutions of the
yuraysh. ] It ultimately gave birth to the idea of
reater Hijra, the emigration from Makkah to Ma-
inah. The immediate result of the emigration was
sereased troubles for the Muslims, The leaders of
he Quraysh were now furious due to their.failure

n Abyssinia.

second emigration to Abyssinia
' After staying two months in Abyssinia, the emi-

rants came back to Makkah. The Quraysh became

ealous of the gradual success of Islam and they now
egan to redouble their persecution on the Muslims.
'he Prophet again advised his followers to take re-
uge in Abyssinia. The number on this cccasion was
01, of which 18 were women.

At the rapid success of Muhammad (Sm.) the
Yuraysh became frightened. They approached Abu
Ealib for compromise on condition that Muham-
nad (Sm.) should give up his mission. When Abu
alib brought this to the notice of Muhammad (Sm.)
e replied, “O my uncle, if the sun is_placed on_xx

ght hand and the moon on the le i1l_nat g

i'll Or

- In the sixth year of Muhammad’s (Sm.) mis-
ton —Hamza and Umar embraced Islam, Their
srversion 1o TsIam was a iriumph for Muhammad
Sm.) and his faith. Thus when the influence of
fuhammad (Sm.) began to grow day by day, the
| iuraysh entered into a league, in the Tth year of
he Mission, against the Hashimites, They proclaim-
' 0 and Hashimites incluading the

rophet were compelled.to retire fiathe secluded
jjuarter ol the city, known t hy’ uarter)
T uring this period the Hashimites
;sound themselves cut off from the supplies of corn
-nd other. necessaries of life. This state of affairs
' 'ontinued for three years. The Prophet was put

9,1 'severe test but he never lost his ccnfidence in

’E.'I'.'.' "ﬂ_‘u .

b ' . - [ ‘ -a
' ’ T - - ! L T - [ - - o A i J' "i"t_lu. T i
- . . 7 A uaAw .-"T"r_:;:.h:n--“ Syl ! '_.h_-‘:ih..'.a'.?.'}?._.l".:?-ui" !:ﬂﬁid[ﬂ_’u' R --'d'“'"-‘l"

Linpor-

tance of
the emi-
gration to
Abyssinia

r"'/_

s

ton on the
Muslims

increased

63 new + 18 Lrontn

Attempt
for compro-
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Death of
Khadijah
and Abu
Talib

People of
Taf reject-
od him
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Mubam.-
mad met
with six
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-~ at Makkah
on the

. OXCasion

of pilgr-
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A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY . oA}

Hardly had the ban on the Muslims been liff} ;
when the Prophet received a shock at the death'}
Khadijah and Abu Talib. | In the 10th year of i
Mission, he lost his wife, Khadijah, who was i

owed nive weeks later DY Abu 1allp 1c e grawk

For-twenty-five years Khadijah had been his coul
sellor and support, and now his hearth and hogt

were desolate. But the death of Abu Talib who w
the prop of his childhood, the guarJdian of his yout
and in later life a tower of defence made him q *
helpless at that critical moment of his career.:}

So long as Abu Talib was alive the Quray
dared not do any harm to him.. But the migk
hand was now removed and the enemy ‘began]
re-double their persecution.; Yet he did not thy
for a single moment of leaving the land of his bir,
He felt confident that the peninsula must some d
be awaken to the truth of Islam. The convicti

that his mortal enemies would one day be his
voted friends was deeply seated in his heart.
1ast the deadly enmity of the Quraysh forced 1

to turn his attention to Taif where, he hoped, p
ple might listen to him. For ten days he sta;
there delivering his message to them. "Tho
many influential men came at his call, no hop
impression was made. He was ignominiously,
pelled from the city. While he was returning

Makkah; they followed the Prophet and _pe
him with stones till his very shoes were covt

with blood; -

44' Thus repulsed from Taif the fortunes of Muk

-

+mad (Sm.) seemed to have enveloped in thick gl
% when a ray of hope shot across ii—is path_fron
e season of pilgrimage

y / unexpected quarter.

at hand. The rites were nearlv over and the :.
fitude about to disperse when Mubhamm '

 ted the warrant of divine mission and setting:
‘the difficulties of his position at home, asked
whether they would receive and protect -hi
Yathrib. In reply they said that they would a

- f t_,_ b
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FARLY LIFE OF THE.PROPHET L - 3

t sure of helping him,
ntangled In {feuds.

L:xese""people returned to their homes and spread

‘o pews that “a prophet é .
rabs to wean them from the evll ways . The Jews

ere already acquainted with the Prophet as zeal-

;s supporter of their scriptures. P::_ir}ies from
% to the solemnities of the

athrib went up yearly ‘ '
a'bah. Many had thus come under the direct 1n-

gence of his preaching.

irst pledge of al-’Aqabah
Miehammad (Sm.) was waiting for the next
jlgrimage and when the day of pilgrimage came
e sought the appointed spo A A band of twelve
' . cinles came by this time to Makkah and Twelve
he Prophet contacted them at ‘Agabah. Ten men of N
rere of the.Khazra) tiribe and two of the Aws ’i;g;:zfd (-7

ribe. They were now committed to the cause of 1.y

zslam and took an oath at the hands of Muham-
nad (Sm.) that they would not worship anything

S
“xcept God. This is known as the first pledge of

—1-’Agababh.
O,
= " The hopes of Muhammad (Sm.) Were now
xed upon Yathrib -nd he waited patiently for the
11 from the Yathribites. Just during this period ape Mirj

e Miraj took place. Muhammad (Sm.) met his _
oker one night at Heaven and was! charged with

o behest that his people were to rostrate them-
tielves in prayer five {imes a day.

:gecond pledge of al-’Aqabah
In the following Yyear of the first pledge of

;al-’Aqabah, seventy-three men from Yathrib came G o il of
'Makkah and offered an oath of allegience to the 1‘=£;b

:Prophet. The new converts to Islam pledged 10 invited
help and protect the Prophet. They also invited him the ;)
I ropnct .

E’lo go to their city. Musah, who was sent to Yathrib

1.
s n teacher to teach the Muslims there had also '° &'
tnerr land

‘{hccom anied the pilgrims’ party. He came back, cail- i
‘-_Hﬁ on the Propﬁet and told him about the rapid pro- -
f‘ﬁgre:ss of_ Islam at Yathrib, The idea of the migration =

‘_41_:' T :
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WNatural
cnviron-
ment of
Maxkah

gnd Madinah

Psycholo-
pical
factor

Priest

citass and
Quray-
shite ans-
tocracy

Inviaton
of the Aws
and the
Khazra)

to leave the land of his birth for Yathrib. v l

- o . u
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{o Yathrib was born in the heart of the Proph;

P ¥

1
But there were other causes which compelled t 'J;!;

!

The Hijrat |

Makkah is a barren and hilly tract. ‘The i
fluence of tHIS—TIty had a proiound effect on if
people. \The dwellers were generally ill-temperd
and unable to think deeply and deliberate mr
anything of great importance, )Yathrib, on the othg
hand, was a fertile land and produced various kin
of vegetables. The climate was not so extreme:4
that of Makkah. \People were tender-hearted, corj
siderate and thoughtful. So, Islam could find a mor
suitable ground at Madinah than at Makkah in i
early period of expansion.'\This expedited Hijra
all the more, | B

It is common human psychology everywhere i
the world in every age that prophets are not ado
ed in their own countries. So it was in the case ¢
the Prophet of Islam. (He was despised and hate
by his own people in Makkah but he was earnest!
requested by the Madinites to go to their city. |

The priest class and the Qurayshite aristocrac
stood as the greatest bar on the way of progre
of Islam. They thought that Islam’s success mea:
their own doom and destruction. So, they opposs
Islam vehemently from its very birth. But in M
dinah there was no priest class as in Makkah n
any tribe of religious aristocracy like the Qurays

.o
oA

~ So, it was easier to preach Islam there with a bett
~success than in Makkah., BN

There were also political causes for the migr
tion. The city had long been devastated by inte
nal war. The Banu Aws and Banu Khazraj we¢

at feud with each other. The sanguinary conflict

Boa'th which had been fought between the two h
weakened and humiliated one of the clans withg
\aterially strengthening the other. Thus thetc
{vas kept.in constant disorder and unrest In t
circumstances, the ever conflicting Aws and Kh-z
were sélﬂg a strong personality to mediate b

o«




EARLY LIFE OF THE PROPHET

een them and establish peace in the land. The
olitics of Makkah and the history of Hazrat Mu-
smmad (Sm.) were well-known at Yathrib and
énce they invited him to their land. Moreover,
oasional inter-marriages took place between the
oly cities. Hazrat Muhammad (Sm.) had the blood
¢ Khazraj in his veins through the marriage of
lashim with a lady of Yathrib and a favourable
terest was at least secured among the members

f that iribe.

The Jews were then living at Yathrib. They
ere informed of the coming of a Prophet as a zea-
yus supporter of their Scriptures and as Muham-
yad (Sm.) claimed to be so, they were eager to re-
sive him in their midst. Thus the ground had been
repared for the Prophet long before he left for

he city.

. The death of Abu Talib and Khadijah made
fuhammad (Sm.) helpless in Makkah. Abu
1lib was the tower of defence to the Prophet and
uring his life-time the Quraysh, though they occa-
ionally put him to difficulties, had not ventured to
hreaten him to death. The sudden death of Abu
';alib aﬁorded{ the Makkans an opportunity to per-

trate inhuman atrocities on the Prophet. This
raressive attitude of the Makkans constituted an

portant factor for the migration.

Thus the continued hostility of the Quraysh ul-
!mately compelled the Prophet to look elsewhere
or the propagation of his faith. He ordered his fol-
bwers to migrate to Yathrib. The Muslims began
o sell their property and to migrate in small groups.
Vhen the Quraysh got wind of this, they became
urious and planned to murder ihe Prephet Mu-
lammad (Sm.) was warned of this danger in time.
-fe with Abu Bakr and ’Ali had been waiting at
Afakkah for the divine command. When danger
\eached the climax and the order of God came, he
lecided to migrate to Yathrib., -

2,

. It was the result of deep deliberation that thié;

37 .

Relatton
Lchwveen
Muham-
mad and

Madinah

Laperness
ct the
Jews to
reccive
the
Prophct

The
aggressive
attitude
of the
Makkans
constituted
a factor
for migra-
tion

}}?ligration was undertaken. He slipped away in the .~

yusk of evening with Abu Bakr placing ’Alf*on his
‘bed and took shelter in the Thawr cave, not far

13
] L]
P

e '_‘J . aa "I'!
iﬁ"- - P .y 1 - . .
- :I"'" '. i : . - -. -l:'l

R S T P L LT bt b L oo




m_ D4 ar de Q Q@ HEIR S P ¢
0 - Qo 0o 2 2> ' - 0 Y -
eyt .m N O o o O \ | w S
..._m.nﬁﬁt e.mmme.m ﬁ a.wd
moﬂmmmzmmmﬂm . | mmm p
- e S T < T S e T R e T T e Bty Sy ML RS O - b A ToL e iR Ao @by oy S -
nm.wtserrhMg ..... _..r..__.._ am o
Q) Sd Ko ug + Q P = e c
-~ T - 9. s * X
o e._.e..ﬂ..w..ﬂn.mmme _.nm. ue:m i
| .M ..m;.mm.m.mﬁmo rm..h.,d . MPu
= = O~ QO . |
O 88°%2nBdcwat & 86
_ 85 o9 8" ®3.9 g Sk _ M
e e...nb.. thtS.w...._..ah. & ..mn
9 SEBE S5O F g ﬁ 2.9 P :
tPnummMMm: % ' g Mﬂ X
o s Y.~ U7 £ 7 & g A
: fae OG> 08 H g 9T p= gt BB 2 A .,
0 h -m o gl r _o + QU y i A m ...\nﬂ..q.: ¢t h W .
=GR < o Al eS| B |
" Y Y T T * ..
A S8gTeelBo8RE _ g0 - |= __
2§, 89854 % . PIT apfld
v o Q g4y el , D.. - R “
~ QO o ge 2 o T
<« @Buagoles . FY%uE W o™ _
- Mqu%%&DTm%d myf b .
Oemm..m..m.mm..nnum ! A8 M,_
ESSaoado R 3
EEEK 3%
£ 8 ,.
oo L o
S .
i &g
Vs

-

ey L

Marfat com



_ EARLY LIFE OF THE PROPHET

4 the years of success had begun: The Prophet
f Islam had been neglected and abused by his own
eople at Makkah, while at Madinah he was not
nly received as an honoured chief but also made
resident of the Republic. Before his migration to
fadinah, Islam was a religion of a persecuted mino-
ity in Makkah., For long thiricen ye€dIs Hazrat
fuhammad (Sm. had fricd to convert the idolators
Ma to his 1al y means of peaceful preach-
) only a hundre akLan families, nearly

E'f"ee"ﬁunareg people, had accepted . his faith, With
he Hijrah or migration to WMadinah, his power and
josition began to enhance and Islam was gaining
round day by day. Here he was left undisturbea
o preach his mission freely among the misguided
seople who had gradually accepted Islam and help-
“the seer in him”, says P. K.

.d in its expansion. But
gitti, “now recedes into the background and the

sractical man of politics comes to the fore.” Hazratl
Muhammad (Sm.) hitherto had been a religious
teacher and now he took the role of a politician and

a statesman which he played equally well.
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CHAPTER IV

THE PROPHET AT MADINAH

v; :
(' 1d .
o f.‘.fr'

R
1
Activities of the Prophet ’i

The Prophet Muhammad (Sm) and his follg} ©
wers were warmly received by the people of Yathn’q
who changed the name of their town to Madmab
un-Nabi, the city of the Prophet, in appreciation ' B
the event. The first thing the Prophet did at Ma
dinah was the building of a mosque, in the consi
truction of which he himself worked as a commorg *
labourer with others. The Mosque in which the} ¥~

- Muslims began to meet to say their prayer collec &

tively served as “the first drill ground of Islam”) {265
After establishing mgh 2

down his family there. F
State of parties at Madinah B ‘L"
At the time of the Prophet, Madinah was .n
habited by different sections of people. Let us have}
a glance at each of them. 1.

The faithful followers of Muhammad (Sm. };
who had forsaken their beloved hirth place an;'e 3
had followed him to Madinah were known by th‘e t

title, Muhajirun or ‘Refugees’. The devotion of th¥) e
Muha{u'un to the Prophet was unbounded, 'l‘he-}"'-f'
ad abandoned the ties of kith and kin and had}:
braved all sufferings and trials in the cause of Islam“
The new converts of Madinah who helped the
of Ansar or ‘Helpers'. They cordlall received tlfnz:r
Prophet in their midst and accordmg to their pro-; :.’i
mises at ‘Aqabah stood by his side both in wealj.
and woe. - The Ansar took active parts in all engagé—- }
ments and on_several occasions made tremendo ;
Thancial sacrifices for the cause ¢ Am. éf :
1:

provided the Refugees with houses and. propent
The brotherhood between the Ansar and the Muha.-
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THE PROPHET AT MADINAH

ji:t:un became so cordial that the cou1d ‘inh'erit each
-other’s property in ihe even:i o death. ne Ansar
‘contributed largely to the success of Islam, In ap-

preciation of their services, the Prophet advised his

“chief companions to take special care of the Ansar
as regards.their need, claims and rights. .

The Madinite idolaters remained silent at the
beginning of his arrival and 1t seemed that the
whole body of the citizens, unbelievers as well as
‘converts, were ready to protect the Prophet. But
+with the rise of Islam as a separate power, the
idolaters became jealous of his position. Abdullaki
ibn Ubayya, the most powerful citizen at Madinah,
~=oired to ihe sovereign power. Everything was
‘1ipe for him to capture the reins of power, wnen
the arrival of the Prophet upset his designs. There

“were other people who did not like the extension
of his rule. But the popular enthusiasm compelied

them to make a nominal profession of Islam. [lhese
people were working secretly against the Prophet.

Hehee they were called the  Lhsajjecled unafi-
A et

- qun). is class O people was more dangerous

%I'r'ian the open enemy. The Prophet haa to keep a

vigilant watch over them.

~ The -Jews of Madinah were on a different foot- .

ing. They joined with the Madinites in a welcome
to Muhammad (Sm.) The Prophet, at the begin-
ning, acknowledged the divine authority of their

religion, and had even rested hi;_.d.@n_u&rnthe
evidence of their Scriptures. In order .o main ain
Tiendly relation with the Jews, the Prophet even

" adopted some of their customs and ceremonies. The
. Jews at first thought that they would be able to
-+ win over Muhamimac m.) to their party. Bul
. <vhen they Jound that their hopes were not to be
+ {ulfilled, they gradually withdrew their support and
- became the arch enemies of Islam.

k On his coming to Madinah the Prophet devoted
.+ himself to the organisation of the State. The olc

d py,

is*_:f,linhnbitnnts of Madinah, tthraj
-;i{ell out among themselves. aking advantage of
?'}ri;i eir weakness the Jews who had established them-

41
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selves in the northern part of Hijaz, exploited theml;
for their self-interest. The 5 were divided mtﬁ(‘ﬂ gﬁ
three branches, namely, Banu Qurayza, Banu_Nadir§ ‘s ]
and banu Waimuka, Banu Urayza anc Nac ,' *:, {.
were siding with the Aws and the Banu Qainukaf j;‘x}h
with the Khazraj. This diplomgtic hostility result: 5
ed in the battle of Boa’th which had weakened onef}.

without strengthening the other. 'Thus the citizensf

Y
R4
i 3 L*ftsﬁ

3
.{ -
? L
g

of Madinah lived in constant anxiety and suspense.)
Such was the political condition of Madinah whenj o’
Muhammad (Sm.) made his appearance amongd ¥
them. S t"eﬂj;:'

\

Political Instifutions., The Prophet at ﬁI‘ij'»’“

abolished the tribal distinction and grouped the in}"} Bt
habitanis of Madinah under one general name An- P:z
¥

iy

e e St =
sar or Helpers. In order to unite the Ansar and thell o

Muhajirun (Emigrants) in closer bonds, the Pra-:‘;s- e
phet established a brotherhood between them. Helf ..
also fully realised the truth that-the foundation of§}-
the Islamic empire would be very weak unless itf§ |

was based upon the goodwill and support of all sec-§

tions of people. Toleration of the others’ reli%ion |
is essentially necessary where different races live!
{ogether, In this respect his policy was “Live and §
Jet live others”. He wanted to organize the com-;
monwealth upon a proper basis. With this object:
he had granted a Charter which is commonly}
known as the ‘Constitution of Madinah’ by whichgy- .
blood-feud was<abolished_and_all rights weré'grangs r
ved in_and about Madinah, The main provisionsi®.

of the Charter are the following: S 0%

(1) All the communities signing the Charter’
would form the common nationality. (2) If any of’|
the signatories was attacked by an enemy, others:
would defend him with their combined forces; buk,
(3) none of the nationality should come into terms,
by any sort of secret treaty with the Qurayshite 01':;
should give shelter to any of the Qurayshite or‘j.
should help them in any of their designs against thej)-
Madinites. (4) Muslims, Jews and other communi-y.
ties of this-Republic should be free to profess theq‘}:
own respective religions and perform their-religious.§

v
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general liability would fall on the community to
‘which the offender belonged.” (6) The oppressed
‘should be protected. (7) Henceforth bloodshed, mur-
der and violence should be Haram (abominable) 1n
‘Madinah. (8) Muhammad (Sm.), the Prophet of God,

would be the President of the Republic and by vir-
tue of it would be the highest Court of Appeal In
the land.

The importance of the Charter lies in the fact
that it may be regarded as the First Written Consti-
tution in the annals of the world. Before the Pro-
phet of Islam many rulers ruled but none gave
such a Written Constitution to his people. The
Charter may also be called the Magna Charta of
early Islam. 1t announced the reat principles of

civie equality, Trecdom of worship and religious 1g-
| Twas Muhammad (om.) WO or the first

erance.
{Tme tealised the 1mpot —ce ol the people’s cO-OPC-
- ration_an Sodwill in_Lhe adminis ration_of t
~ country. The Charler proves that Mu ammad (Sm.)
~ was not only a religious preacher, but also one of
. {he greatcst statesmen the world has ever produced.’

Tn this connection W. Muir says, “It reveals the Man
in his real greatness—3a —=s{er-mind, not only ol his

own age, but of all ages.” The provisions of this

" Charter show that he not only strengihened his

hands against the Quraysh but also establis}}ed his

Religious Institutions. The Muslims at first were
privately invited to the mosque as it was dangerous
to excite the enmity of the idolaters by openly call-
ing believers to prayers. A special meeting was call-
od under the guidance of the Prophet. At this nieet-

ing several proposals were made which were found -

unsuitable by the Prophet. Umar told the Prophetl
about a dream in which he was instructe
The Prophcl was ~onvinced and

="Iniroduced a better sysicm of calling peopie 10

;. prayer by the utterance of what is called Azan.

Bilal was the first man who was instructed to call
the {aith{ul to prayer. Henceforth five times of daily

4 1 1
- - .
'n - L - - .

Importance

of the
Charter

Azan in-

woduced 7
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prayer were fixed. ébolu;mn had by thls time be_ E‘i;ﬁ
come the necessary prehmmary to prayer. At mid-®¥
day of Friday the service took a more public fo } [ﬁ"
at which the believers as a body were expected to
attend. Jeruzalem was the first Qiblah of Muham-

mad (Sm.), but when Muhammad (Sm.) found thatf
Islam could not go hand in hand with Judaism he,§
with the divine order, changed his Qiblah and thence-
forth Jeruzalem was abandoned for the Ka'bah as
the Qiblah of Islam. -

The Jews were foretold in their Book of the
coming of a Prophet and when Muhammad (5m.) i
came to Madinah they recognised in him the pro-. f,
mised Prophet. But soon after they rejected him out | CLP
of Jealouqy and blindness. Muhammad (Sm.), affer! ’f,,y_,
his coming to Madinah, saw the Jews keeping the : ﬁ;}b
Great Fast of atonement and he readily adopted it §
for his own people in order to bring his religion into { ﬁeg
harmony with the Jewish rites and ceremonies. But. §.,-
when he cast off Judaism and its customs, this Fast'- 1. -
was superseded by another. Accordingly about a year - §,.»
and a half later, the divine command was promul- i
gated that the month of Ramadan was to be observed §
thenceforward as one of fast. As soon as the mmoon
of the following month was seen, the resiric- J, .
tion was lo cease and the day {following was },:
to be celebrated as a festival called the Id-al-Firr. .
Shortly after another great festival, viz.,, the Id-al-“i}s.
Azha or the Day of Sacrifice was estabhshed /5

Social Institutions. The rite of c:rgumt:lsmn
was in vogue among the Arabs as an Abrahamic *
ceremony. The Prophet continued this practice for N
his own people. Subsequently, laws regarding re- -~
marriage, divorce and inheritance of property were:
introduced and drinking, gambling, plundering and
other heinous practices were abolished. Thus, whem 1 8
the Prophet was absorbed in organising the State ("}:
of Madinah, the war drum was_sounded from a- b

Battle of Badr | - 'E .

There were several factors which involved the
Prophet in a series of battles with the Quraysh. OI

P . . . [ ] -
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THE PROPHET AT MADINAH  _ . | 45

these the battle of Badr was the first and the most
fmportant. o |

+  Causes of the Battle. Muhammad (Sm.) was

jiow the absolute ruler of Madinah. During the first _
six months at Madinah he was left undisturbed. But g;;‘:“ﬁf
the growing power of Muhammad (Sm.) aroused .
the jealousy and enmity of the Quraysh who were Prophet

now bent upon doing harm to Muhammad (Sm.) was an

and his: followers. Their wrath also fell upon the &< G-
Madinites who gave shelter to the Prophet and his ‘Surd:“sh |
disciples in their city. They declared them as rebels 4

and wanted to punish them along with the Propnet.

They were seeking opportunity for the object, wnen

a chance came from a certain quarter of Madinah.

Though the people of Madinah accepted the mission

of Muhammad (Sm.), yet doubt. and jealousy pos- Shelter
cossed the hearts of many. They could not tolerate Fiven to

the supremacy of Muhammad (Sm.) and were work- .2:3“:"“’(]

ing under-ground for the expulsion of the Prophet yis llow-
from their own land. They now joined with the ers by the
‘Quraysh under the leadership of Abdullah ibn Madinites
‘Ubayya whose hope of becoming master of the land exated
.was frustrated with the coming of the Prophet. The g‘f“ ﬂ:_”ﬂ‘
‘co-operation of the disaffected Muslims of Madinah Quraysh
began to enhance the strength of the enemy. The

Jews also began to conspire with the Quraysh sec-

retly in order .to check the growing power of the

Prophet. Besides, the Quraysh often used to plun-

der in the outskirts of Madinah. The Prophet sent a

party consisting of nine members under Abdullah Conspira-

ibn Jahsh to keep an eye on the movements of the ¢y of the
‘enemy. The party suddenly rushed upon the cara- Jows

‘van of the Quraysh at Nakhlah near Makkah and in

'a skirmish killed Amr bin_Hazrami, a leader ol the

. Quraysh. "The incident of Nakhlah made the enmity

'i'wargt between the two. At that time a rumour
'- sgread that the MQL.AEE:SIEM attack- r1ncdent of

e & Muslims when th rmer was_returning Nakhlah

‘i‘ffMyKn_a-_ T this the Quraysh under the leader- hastencd
{'ship of Abu Jahl sent a vast army to attack Madinah, the war

1'Whert the Prophet was apprised of this he sum-
"fmoned a council of war in which he decided to attack

. .. HL

L:the caravan of Abu Sufyan on its way home from

Y I a N :
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4
Muhammad (Sm.) became unavoidable. | 1 ’ 5
Events. Both the Prophet and the Quraysh werefl.ay’

now advancing towards Badr, a few miles off fromjt-
Madinah, According to al-Waqidiy, a site was selec-{
ted by the Prophet for massing the Muslim arm'yj;_-.
in such a way that if and when the enemy advancedf

for battle, the rising sun would not shine in the eyesii
of the Muslims. ProE_ ably he camped snmewffere
in the neighbourhood of the hill of al-'Arish, In or-}{

der to cut the water from the enemy, who camped?
further to the south on the “Yonder Bank” of thel}
valley, several big pits were dug and the water wasj{

towards the enemy camp but also to store it andj
make it more readily available to the Muslins.*¥
Early in the morning of 13th March, 624 the Pro-
phet arranged his small army in files and 1lines.i
After the arrangement of the rank and file he gave}.
some important instructions to his men. His ins-1
tructions were : “Do not to break vyour lines:
W o moonce fighiing untl Larder ;.

waste your arrows while ithe enem is still

discharge your arrows on nen-the
target 1s within ~each : when the enemy approaches,j |
i

bogin fo throw stones with your hands ; on his nearer:
approach use lances ~spears, the sword beingi] .

} Bafore the commencement of the war the Prophet]

prayed to God for his success against a vast numbeg
of army of the Quraysh. The Muslims had only 313
men to combat as many as 1,000 well-equipped
soldiers in this battle. V&

According to Arab custom three leaders.of ine
Quraysh named Shaiba, Utba and Walid bin Utbg
challenged three Muslim generals to a single coms
bat and the challenge was accepted by ‘Obaidag
Hamza and ’Ali. The Quraysh leaders fought’ brave-{ :
ly but they were defeated “and killed.—The Test af}.
the army took to their heels from the ‘battle” field:
They were chased, were either slain or made Pptiy

—-M

* Nanz al-’Un:nmf, V. P, 5256
= 1tn Huham, P. 443
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sor ] f Muham-
hl, the bitterest opponent o
'iralgm(‘Sﬁ}?)u 'g;s Yilled in the battle. The number of

“the slain was 70 and about the same number was

-:‘.
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® Tabzriy, P. 1337; lbn Hisham, PP, 459-60

- 1. Ihn Harbal, Vol, I, P. 246.

A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY

The. Prophet ordered his followers to treat. tl' v
prisoners with kindness and liberality. The coni}
mand did not remain unheeded ; those of the priso {
ers who had no clothes were prowded with dresd
and they were fed at par with the Muslims. Som
of the Muslims shared with them their own bieady {g
and contented themselves with mere datles in vie r Tl
of the treatment of prisoners enjoined on them by théfd? .-
Prophet.* The Prophet further decided to liberatdf 1
the prisoners of war on payment of ransom. Fou ¢

thousand drachmas each was fixed as the rate ot}
ransom for ordinary prisoners.} Even the relatwef é
of the Prophet were not exemplet——Abbac,—thdil¥
uncle of the Prophet, certainly deserved better, for i -; '
used always to serve in Makkah as a_secref agentk

) ard - constan ept the Prophet 1nformedige 3
C

oI‘ID‘CHI"dEVE opments. Yef hehad to pay, It is plea-fie:
sant to note here that the Prophet asked the literateBer:
amqnw only to teach ten Muslim boys
each how to read and write, and this would be _the.u'

ransom.!” A few were released for their poverty on
promising not to fight Muslims in future.? ThlS
generous treatment of the Muslims towards the pri-}

soners is unparalleled in the history of the world.:

Results. The battle of Badr is the most decmve
event in the history of Islam. It decided the destmy |
of Islam for all times to come. If the Muslims coulcu -2
not achieve succéss in this battle, Islam might have#} .
been wiped out for ever from the face of the earth.y g
According to R.A. Richolson, “Badr, like Marathon
is one of the greatest and most memorable battle.:."'
in all history.” ¢ 1':

The battle of Badr is indeed a conflict between
the forces of light and darkness, between truth anb. i
falsehood and it proves the tnumph of truth over’®
falsehood, light over darkness. The victory at Badr f
over a greatly superior force inspired the Mushmsf ot
with new hope and encouraged them for future suc- )
cess. Hencerorth the Muslims ceased to be afrm B~

*-“f-:‘:

-
‘.'.l-'
R

+ lbn Hisham. P. 462.

2. Ibn Hisham, P. 471.
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TIHHE PROPHET AT MADINAH

f mere superior numbers. P. K. Hitti says, *“The
spirit of discipline and contempt of death maniiested
.t this first armed encounter of Islam proved cha-
racteristic of it in all its later and greater conquests”.

In this battle the power of the Quraysh was
-rushed and their pride was humbled down, while
he influence of Muhammad (Sm.) and the power
f Islam began to increase even outside Madinah.
The writer in the Encyclopaedia Britannica says,
‘The battle of Badr is not only the most celebrated
of battles in the memory of Muslims, it was really
also of preat histaorical importance, It helped im-
mensely to strengthen Muhammad’s (Sm.) position.

The battle also produced a marvellous effect on
he Jews as well as the neighbouring Bedouin ¢ribes
vho came to realise that there arose an invincible
power in Arabia. H%r/_llmno the Jews did not give any
mportance to- the Muslims. But they now bcgan
0o feel the strength of the Muslims. The people
jared not raise their heads against the Proohert [or
the time being. The battle of Badr helped the Mus-
ims to consolidate the power of Islam in Madinah
ind enabled them to deal [earlessely with the unscru-
ulous people o

aftle of Uhud

~ The Quraysh could not {orget the crushing de-
at inflicted on them in the battle of Badr. Some of
eir leaders like Abu Jahl and Otha had been Iilled
h the fight, Since the battle a—fhﬁadr, the crv of
evenge had resounded in the valley eof Malkikah.
\bu Sufvan_ togk a vow that he would not touch oil
r women till the deleat was avenged. The Quraysh
segan to equip themselves for war against the hius-

ims, They even invited the Bedouin tribes {0 join
hem against their enemy.

L After the battle of Badr, Islam gained a firm f{oot-
ng at Madinah and with it the importance of the
ity began to increase. The rise of Madinah wuas an
Je-sore Lo the Quraysh who saw in it a great menace
.2 their political and commercial interest. Over and
.{bove, the rise of Banu Hashim under the leadership

f the Prophet was intolerable to the Umayyads.

K
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inevitable. o |

Events. In the third year of the Hijrah the‘-f_'-'
Quraysh under the leadership of Abu Sufyan pro-§;
ceeded towards Madinah with 3,000 combatants, in-Jf.
cluding 700 with coats of mail and 200 on horses.i}
Women were also allowed to accompany their hus- -f'.
bands in this battle. After {en days’ march they
reached Dhul Huleifa in the valley of Akik, about:f-
five miles west of Madinah. It was Thursday, thef
91st March, 625 A.D. They encamped at the fcot of:

the hill of Uhud. _q
Mount Uhud lies to the north of Madinah and §

*
4

middle portion, facing the town, there Is a natural § |-
curve (semi-circular in shape), spacious enougfh tog
hold several thousand people. There is arnother § |;
open space further inside, and both of these are con- Xl
nected by a narrow passage. To the south of Unud;
flows the Wadi Qanat, to the south of which stands i
the ‘Ainain Hill, also called the “Hill of the Archers”™
(Jaba!l al-Rumat) on account of the archers posted,-.
on by the Prophet on the day of the battle of Uhud.:
In the spacious open ground, there are two-springsf;

When the Brophet was informed of the move-y
ent of the Quraysh he ordered nis followers 1o:f
prepare. The Prophet was personally disposed t{f{
Jefend the city from inside and continue war therei:
from. But it was not after the choice of the youngext
and more enthusiastic citizens. They would go forth!
.nd smite their enemies. Their ardour was so greal}
that Muhammad (Sm.) against his better judgement;]
at last gave way and announced his readiness 1o
offer battle. The Muslims began to march with 1,000:
strong but in course of their march Abdullah ibn
Ubayy with his 300 followers deserted the Prophet |
and he was thus left with 700 men. There was a copx},
siderable number of women volunteers, including’
A’ishah, the youngest wife of the Prophet, who nursy
ed the wounded, brought water for the thi~sty ani

rendered other sundry services.* On Saturday}

Al-Bukhari (56-57) ' .
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| | ':-,_.;.

morning, the army of Muhammad (Sm.) reached th iy i;ﬂ;,:

s

sandy plain beneath the peaks of Uhud. Next morf{it .
ing the Prophet marched into the curve of Moun}- ‘:g;.-:
Uhud and took his position, making the inner operiz .,
ing as his camp. He decided to fight in the outd *,sﬂ?;e;'
curve, and accordingly made his dispositions. | B
appointed a batch of 50 archers to take up their posj it
tions on the ‘Ainain Hill. These, In co-ordinatialf,e:
with the small cavalry under al-Zubyr, were entrudfyie;
ted with the task of protecting the passage betwee it
Uhud and ‘Ainain from being penetrated by th st
enemy from behind the main Muslim army.* TN el
Prophet ordered the archers of ‘Ainain not to leavige ©
their post until further orders. When the Quraysj *

came to know of the arrival of the Muslim army inejd Lo
advanced with their main infantry as well as half g
their cavalry of one hundred horses under Tkrimal, i~
towards the Prophet. The other half of their covafigi
ry, under Khalid bin Walid, was to go round andyis
attack the Muslim army from behind. L hiss

During the first phase of the battle the Muslim}gi ©
were gaining victory after victory. But when’ thf

The batile was not yet over, the Muslims archers desert = o
Trophet their posts, in spite of the stern warning of their Coirfx
}"'ﬂ‘i;d'-‘d mander, to take part in plundering, thinking that tig;:
i C

battle was over. As a result of this the Muslim lirdp-
lost form andtorder. The ready eye of Khalid s@js
the chance and attacked the Muslim army from thlyy

f
rear. Finding no other way, the Muslims begaﬁﬁi i‘

run away from the battle-field. Muhammad (S:.fﬂ B
tried to bring them back but failed. Just at th
moment Ibn Kamia, the hero of the Quraysh, threj}:
stones af him and broke one of his front teeth. k¥
fell to the ground and a rumour spread that Muuar
mad (Sm.) was killed. He was only stunned. Aftg
2 few minutes sense came.to him and he was raisey
and helped to climb to a cave of Mount Uhud wi€i},
the greater part of his army had been waiting. I}
joy of his followers knew no bounds when they S&j4
their Prophet alive. | . e )
Seventy Muslims including Ifamza lost t[!ie :
lives and twenty-three of the enemy WEIS killeq 2§
the battle of Uhud. Hind, the wife of Abu Sufydy
*Ihn Hisham, P, 560 i 4
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rHE PROPHET AT MADINAH

at the belly of Hamza’s corpse, took out his liver
nd devoured it to satisfy her thirst for revenge ior
er father, who had fallen in Badr at the hands ol
he same Hamza in single combat.” o
. The military skill and tactics of Khalid bin Walid,
he untimely blowing of wind, the lack of discipline
nd the negligence of dulies by the soldiers constitu-
ed the faclors for the defeat of the Muslims in the
attle of Uhud. Khalid bin Walid, a great General
ttacked the Muslims in the right moment when the
~tter left the most important strategic position of the
attle-field. Their love of plunder proved stronger
han their sence of duty. Moreover, the Muslims
ould not distinguish their friends from their ene-
nies on account of the blowing of wind.

The defeat of Muhammad (Sm.) in the battle
f Uhud was not a defeat in the true sense of the
erm. God wanted to examine his belief in Him and
n this the Prophet proved himself successful. In
spite of all troubles and dangers he stood firm in his
nission. It was also a lesson to his foliowers who
disobeyed his orders. In the subsequent hattles they
did not commit such mistakes.

When Abu Sufyan came to know that Muham-
mad (Sm.) was not dead in the battle of Uhud, he
wanted to meet him again in the field of Badr, but
after one or two days’ march the approach of Mu-

ammad (Sm.) with a vast army and the scarcity of
Erovender forced him to retrace his steps. This 1s
known as the second battle of Badr.

|
Baitle of Ditch (Khandaq)

‘ Though the Muslin's were defeated in the battle
of Uhud, they regained their former position ana
“even improved upon it the following months. The
' Quraysh could not reconcile themselves with the
‘growing power of the Muslims in Madinah. They
E*found in the growing power of the Muslims a threat
»to their social and religious position as well as their

f.,commercnal rosperitv. Hence they wanted to de-
ticide {heir InEe once for all.

-f The neighbouring Bedouins of Madinah mainly
'.ﬂ;}depended upon looting and plundering for their

EE O lbn Hisham, P, 5By
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livelihood. The Prophet did not like this way oi

and so he punished them on many occasions or )4
predatory acts. The Bedouins saw 1n 1}

‘of Isldm a great menace to their predatory h' ?ﬁi:
Hence they joined the Quraysh in a common caj N
against the Muslims. Pi,r
After the battle of Uhud the Jews of the b Wil
Nadir clan of Madinah Were expelled from the oy T
for their treacherous acts and misconduct, and sijy .
then the Nadirite Jews had been instigating the >«
raysh and the Bedouins against the Muslims, thoug & .
they actually did not take part in the 51eg \ R
Madinah. gk .It‘ﬁ ’
Events, In 627 AD. the Quraysh, the Bedou S
and the Jews formed a confederacy and decided ;_:;,

attack Madinah. They marched upon the city wi

a large force consisting of 10,000 men with 600 her:
under the leadership of Abu Sufyan. i ¢

When the Prophet was apprised of this dané
he organised his force and mustered about 3,000 1 1:'
to meet the enemy. He decided by the arlwce o
Salman al-Farisiva, to dig a- long ditch around ¢t T
city. He also decided to evacuate the dwellings ot} =
side the town and send their women and childreni}f ;.
towers and fortresses (which numbered by hu F
reds) in the city. The work was divided among
various parties. The Prophet himself took pa
one of the parties to dig and execute the defuz te
plan.* ' flfr -
When the Quraysh saw the new tactics of M}-
hammad (Sm.) they were simply astonished. A stra|
gem which was seen in the last European Great Wz
had been discovered by the Prophet fourteen hundrt
years ago. They besieged Madinah and tned
storm the town. But every time their attacks We
repulsed by the Muslims. In the meantime their G
stocks had been exhausted, the season had also wg
sened, and a chill and terrific wind uprpoted evelf
tent in the camp. In the circumstances Abu, Sufya
raised the siege and decided to go home to Makkh: '
‘The Bedouins and the Quraizite Jews who later jo¥

ed the side of the Quraysh became disheartened a
.
.-*. |

. i |
5

* Tabanya, PP, 14057
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‘thus the enterprise of the confederates came to 2
. fruitless end.
""" "Results. The battle of Ditch proved a turning
.point in the history of Islam. The days of the of-
Jensive operations of the Quraysh were at last over
_and much of their prestige was lost. It revealed the
weakness of the military strength of the Quraysh.

The success of the Muslims in the battle of
Ditch improved the position of the Prophet who
successfully defended Madinah from the attacks of
‘the enemy. The people of Madinah now recognised
the Prophet as the absolute ruler of the city.

The victory of the Muslims over a greatly su-

. ——

erior_forc noed a marvellous eifect on the

meighbouring_tribes who voluntarily became the al-

‘Yies of the Rluslims. Mencetorth Islam began to
spread rapidly among the neighbouring tribes.

After driving the enemy {from the city the Mus-

lims determined to punish the Banu Qurayzah who

joined the Makkans in their attack on Madinah. The

" Jews appealed to the Prophet to have their fate de
~cided by their own man. Sa’d ibn Mua'dh was ap-

pointed as the arbiter of their fate. According to|

e

. his decision thrée to four hundred men were put to

- amongst the army.
In the sixth vear of the Hijrah the Prophet

granted to 2 Tistians a Lnarter which is a monu-
| mont of cnlightened tolerance. They were not to
! be unfairly taxed, no bishon was to be expelled from
" his Mmonasiery, no pilgritn was to be detainC from

the porformance ol PIATTALGS, o C© hristian chui-
i ches were to be pulled down lor the building of nivus-
. ques. istian womenimarried to Muslims were to
- enjo oir own religidn. In case of the repair of
. churches the Muslims were to help the Christians.
i
l: Treaty of Hudaybiah
f‘ Lone six vears had elapsed, the Muslims had
+ Joft ah for ihe sake of their religion and since

"I:,
v then they had not the chance to perform the pil-

it

..i.

‘gm

eath, women and childre ery and the
rest expelled Into Syria and the spoil was divided. O (18 ¥
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grimage and even visit their own country, After i} L|3
battle of e Ditch the Muslims became very eage;
to visit their hearths and homes. The Prophe(#
realised the strong desire of their hearts and apdi

ry

a . Th .

i
nounced his decision to_visit Makkah. In the sixthf :%
I A

year of the Hijrah (628 A.D.) he started for MakH 7
Circums- kan with 1400 companions to perform the pilgrif ,@4
tances mage. Il was the monih of Dhul %a’da when warie7-
leading to  was unlawful throughout Arabia. But the Quraysh¥d,t
the weaty  did not wdnt that Muhammad (Sm.) would enter{§Z”

Eifa1:1UdnY' into Makkah and perform the pilgrimage W £

they were informed of the approach of the Prophet I

they came hurriedly to oppose his advancement. .
Thus, being opposed the Prophet took a differenf}} .~
route and halted at a place named Hudaybiah, nine‘ ,9/,/‘

miles off irom Makkah, and called a council  of} J'?'f

leading men _to let them know his real intention. it
ut the Qurays re defermined not to_allow the J2~

Prophet and his followers to enter into Makkah. | 3
ney

ey _informed the Prophet that he should go back g
that year and in the following year he might come §

ey wo ] 1 ) Vol
when They would leave the city to him for three fi°:
ays. He then despatched Uthman as messenger to pi-

inform the Qurayshite leaders that he had ‘no other .

intention except the performance {lgrimage. but §4.

they were still adamant in their determination. At }=_.
that time a rumour was afloat that” Uthman was !
murdercd by the Quraysh. This caused a great com-.4s:

g i ] |

- A
motion in the Muslim camp. The Prophet sat'un-;;,r};' o
der a_irec and asked his {followers to offer the aath/ '}z

of allegiance called Bay’at Ridwan to him. Tl‘ley_f;r‘ 23
all squmittE fo 1f, declaring their resolve to ﬁght‘;i;; 1
to the bitter end for the cause of Islam. Fortunate{y A

B

1
Uthman came_back after a_few davs. .- = ,

'. L
- [

| e,
B

T

The Quraysh became afraid and at last agreed _'ri

e

to come to terms with the Muslims. A treaty was™

concluded Known as the Treaty of Hudaybiah hgt-*-_;;f
\Wﬂumt_e_ﬁeww 4
Terms of ¢y in the treaty that war wou e suspended ifor t O E
16EVEr wishe ) (Sm. 13} ¢

o join Muhamma _S;_’_
Y orenleranto treaty wi im, should have the liberiy, .

i
L
£
-
..1

Lhc treaty h.years'

o do so and likewise, those who wished to join t e__‘r;_; |
vere quitel<f

Qduraysh or enter into treaty wit em, WETE_QP_{QW -_

. R
»
i

f
'-‘ | ]
T 'I'r L I R . e
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ody went over to Muham-
ermission _of his cuardlan

1ad m.) withou e [
e should be sent back to his nardian but should
ny of the followers © Muhammad retusn

h he should not be sent back. Muham-

ythe Qurays :
ad (Sm.) should ~etire that year without entering
he city. In _th Ing d_ (om.)

" liﬂert to do so. If anyb

which the

——

aave the city to him and his followers. '
y weapons, save those ©

night not enter it with an
he travellers, _

The treaty of Hudaybiah _was a gréat victory
or Islam, The terms ‘1 the treaty show the great-

Tess of the Prophet and the superiority of his cause.
dly humiliating

57

Though the treaty seemed outwar
on _the_part ol The Muslims, it _gave Muhammad :
= political status as _an mportance

(§m.) preat advantages. H-—IS‘E_’_TTE-,_ of the
independent ower was ac nowledge y the ey
' fime

Zan ity for Is
' e conviction ©
shiritual—mi

E’,.hconquest—-pn itical an

o gvery other side. A5 —rosult of this treaty, a great

= number _of Mushms ——d the faith of Muhammad
(Sm.). Zanri, the bioarapher of Muhammad (Sm.)

savs, “There was no man of sense or judgement

E\mon the 1dolaters who was not e

oin Istam’. Great warriors like Khalid bin Walid

and_Amr bin As em raced 1slam aiter the treaty
of Hudayvbiah. In tnis connection 1bn Hisham says

j hat at Hudnxbiah the Prgghet had fourtegn hund-
ith him but two vears later in the

It
‘red followers w

—on Makkah he was followed by ten thousapd!

‘attnc
- Muslims.

‘As the Prophet_felt secure of his position, he

o the different rulers ol

» despatched embassics_t
({ Arabia to invite them to accept Islam, Many of

ior the banner of Islam but the

il the rulrs came unc T_
i King of Persia Thsulted the envoy. Another mes-

.. senger sene Yo a Christian prince of Damascus Was
i mercilessly murder e

" hﬂ#ﬂiﬁm“‘.l

— - em——am -
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' : - k|
Conquest of Khaybar | R ;5".{5
On his way back {irom Hudayblah in the f‘ﬁ v
year of the Hijrah, the Prophet was informec [ 4 i
the rebellion of the Jews of Khaybar. Since '} f}r -
expulsion of the Jews from Madinah they had b
living. at Khaybar and doing harm to the Musly
in every possible way. On several occasions t
raided the pastures of the Muslims in the vici _j
of Madinah and ran away with their cattle,
order to punish them the Prophet marched
an army of 1600 strong, including 200 horsem}
against the Jews and attacked them all on a sudd
A number of forts fell into the hands of Muslif
in quick succession and “after a heavy contest 13 3’/’
strong foriress of al-Qamus, where the Jews hi /
posted themselves, was captured”. The Jews bej
helpless, begged his pardon. The Prophet not or

excused the life-long enemies but also retu ‘fj;g;
their land and properties with free practice of foes
ligion on payment of a fixed land-tax. Such -
example is rare in the history of the world. ‘:,'Lf
o

Relation between the Prophet and the J’ws \ :'_

On his coming to Madinah, the Prophet gave! -H .
Charter to the Jews in which civil and religiof:.
rights were granted to them. The Jews gave assuj-
ance and guarantee that they would not do ay 9
harm to the Muslims. Moreover, they would hej
the Muslims in case they were attacked by ar:! ;-
body. ‘qa

Before the Prophet’s coming to Madinah 1‘.1'
Jews of Madinah had been informed in their Bod
of the coming of a Prophet, and when Muhamma
(Sm.) came in their midst they recognized in hiij
the promised Prophet. But the Jews did not I:IQL
their words. In the 1 ower e sa? .
a menace_t eir commercial and economic

erity.. They soon stood up against Islam. Th
irst tried to bring disruption between the Hé
tribes of Madinah, viz., the Aws and ihe Kha
playing one against the other. Thus within a shoy 0}
time they incurred the displeasure of the Musli

by their contacts with the Quraysh of Makkah. Dkr

L .
» :
]




THE PROPHET AT MADINAH | o 5O

ng the time of the battle of Badr their moral sup-

,ort was against the Muslims. They did not help

he Muslims according to the condition of the Char- ..
er. And just after the battle of Badr, Qab, the s/
eader of the Jews openly propagatea against the
Vuslims going personally over to Makkah., He
maintained a secret communication with Abu Sul-

yan of Makkah, He even tried to murder the

Prophet.

Among the three tribes of the Jews, iz, the
Banu Qainuka, Banu Nadir and Banu Qurayzah,
the Banu Qainuka were farnous for their warfar
=nd riches. 1hey had No mericuliural la ut they
carried on business of goldsmith and banking. They
were (he lirst to break the treaty. 1n ihis connectioii
1bn Hisham says, “Banu Qainuka was the first tribe
of the Jews who wroke the treaty that was signed by
themm and the Prophet and they fought against ke I
Muslims in between the period of the battles of Badr nf":;:”}“
and Uhud”. They insulted a Muslim woman who had  panu
‘gone to the shop of a Qainuka goldsmith for buying Qainuka
some ornaments, but no hloodshed was caused due hom
to the patience of the Muslims. Attempts were made Madinah
by the Prophet to bring the Jews 10 {erms, but it .
was in vaiu. Thereupon a siege Was enforced against
the Banu Qainuka, the result of which was the ex-
pulsion of the Tews from Madinah. In the third year
of the Hijrah, Qab the leader of the Jews, was CXC-
cuted for his seditious activities against Madinah

: and the Muslims,

i In the 4th year of the Hijrah the Banu Nadir
tribe of the Jews ploited to murder the Prophet
.and ot the instigation of the ‘Qurayshites, they
were preparing to rise against the Muslims. 1;::“?“““
‘i The Prophet at frst sent Muhammad,. bin Mas-
* lama, a leader of the Aus tribe with an ultimatum
' that they were t0 loave Madinah within ten days. It
1 was also communicated to them that they were 1G
> receive half of the produce of their lands. The Jews

% rejected these terms scornfully and shut themselves
i

up in their stronghold. At this the Prophet led an
i army against them and laid sieze to their fort. After

%
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A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY
a.siege of two weeks the Jews were banished frolf: -
Madinabh. S ¥

The Banu Qurayzah was the third and last cld}: gt
of the Jews on .whom the serious consequénces}'ﬁ‘ﬂ; ,;-:«E
treachery and betrayal fell. During the battle d}#” ¢
Uhud they played treachery against the Musling}s «
but afterwards promised and guaranteed good bdld .-
haviour towards the Muslims. So they were exdf? !
empted from banishment, when Banu Nadir wa ﬁfaf_‘fs.f

exiled. But soon their guarantee and promise prf¥: .

- ved futile. They openly joined the Qurayshit J bf”{,f

against the Muslims and thus hastened the war gft”.,:

~the Ditch. At the time of the siege of Madinak tf.f"“c,;,;

they revolted inside the city against the Muslimg}¥ .
caused murder and bloodshed and endangered tnd# .
safety of the city. But the Muslims brought the]
situation under control and the greatest disasteﬂf{_,;.
impending on them was thus arrested. The Jewd?"{,
openly sided with the Qurayshites against the Mus4®"
lims and played an important role in the battleds-
of the Ditch.» e

Just after the battle of the Ditch was over, thel®:

Banu Qurayzah was called upon to leave the city,lr 5

but on their refusal the Prophet besieged settle-fb™

ment of the Jews. At last they surrendered fo him’
and sought the arbitration of Sa’d bin Mua’dh, one} ™
of their former allies. The Prophet accepted their:

prayer and handed over their case of arbifration toj}r:
their own man., In pursuance of Sa’d's award threcjr
to four hundred able-bodied men fit for militarg}e.
aclivities were executed and the rest were expeiziy
led to Syria. Had the Jews left their case in the.d «
hands of the Prophet, he would probably have given -
them the same punishment ie., banishment 'as4

he gave to the other two tribes. The conduct of

the Jews amounted to treason of the worst type, 3
which if successful, would have meant the whole-4§
sale massacre of Muslims and so thev deserved tne .,
punishment meted out to them. Yet the Prophet 4 .
did his best.lo conciliate the Jews, but every time. 1]
they stabbed the Muslims in the back. “And whati:
they got, they got at the hand of a judge of theiry}
own choice, who gave his verdict according to thei:é,‘;g ;
L

4
T
.

own Jews law”, v

.h‘ |
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‘Most of the Jews, being expelled from Madinah,
chelter at Khaybar, neat the border-line of Syria.

Iere the Jews began to plot In co-operation wita

he Bedouin tribes to invade Madinah. They loot-

d some Muslim caravans, murdered some Muslims

nd plundered their houses and properties evel

ear the surrounding villages of Madinah. In the

th year of the Hijrah, the fortress of Khaybar was
yesieged and captured by the Muslims. The inha-
sitants of the place were allowed to live there as

sefore by contributing a share of their produces to

the Central Government. But the Jews did not re-

frain altogether from enmity towards the Muslims plot of
and the Prophet. Once again they plotted to mur- murdering
jor the Prophet by poisoning but fortunately the e
Prophet was saved. This time also mercy was shown Prophet

to the Jews as a community. Only the culprit Zai: | o ,
death.” They continued 10 ° - T

n r
“Rerish evil designs against the Muslims up to the

reign of the second Khalifah "Umar, when they were
advised to leave Syria en block. The whole of Aira- .

bia was then frecd from the Jews.

The Fulfilled Pilgrimage

. The month at last came around when Muham-
‘mad (Sm.) according to the treaty of Hudaybiah
1might visit Makkah and fulfil his long-desired pil-
lorimage. Besides those who had followed the Prophet
in the unsuccessful pilgrimage, many others ac-
1cnmpnnied him this time. When the Quraysh were
‘apprised of Muhammad's (Sm.) approach, they ac-
' cording to the agreement, evacuated the city in a
~ body. NMuhammad (Sm.) ontered the city of Maii-
- kah with his followers and performed the pilgrim-
. age. After three days the Muslims retired to Ma-

- dinah.

5* Battle of Mutah

', E Aftor his return from pilgrimage, Muhammad
1 (Sm.) despatched a parly of 50 men to the Banu
Salem for the propagation of Islam but most of them
were slain. Soon after this incident another party
‘i of 15 men was sent to Dhat Atla on the border of

A LERT
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A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY

Syria, They asked the people to embrace Islam. Af]
shower of arrows was the decisive answer. All offi
them were killed except one who escaped to tell thalg:
harrowing tale of their fate. Muhammad (Sm.) wash:
aggrieved at this and planned an expedition 1o
avenge it, | o
Just at this very' moment, another important in
cident took place for which the Prophet was forcedil 7
to invade the-Roman territory. A messenger was sz
murdered at Mutah by the Christian chieftain name '.jf,
ed Shurahbil, while the former was on his way with' &,
a despatch from Muhammad (Sm.) to the Ghasanid i f:rf?f'
prince at Masrah. Such an act is always against the i o
International peace. The Prophet, placing the ban- §ls
ner in the hands of his adopted son Zayd, bade ¥, 2
him march to the spot where his messenger had §, i

been slain. Both the armies of Muhammad (Smn.) "f:

R |
I

> b
>

was fought. Zayd bin Harith, Jafr bin Abu Talib Jg;f-
and Abdullah bin Rawaha fell one after anolher to
the ground when Khalid took the standard of Islam I

and turned the tide of the battle and {hereby saved " -—“'
the Muslim force from destruction. . T
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CHAPTER V

THE PROPHET AT MAKKAH

’ A '1”’:""‘-
e Conquest of Makkah bt 3

' The treaty of Hudaybiah allowed the Khuza

sbe to declare their adhesion to Muhammad {Sm.j

nd the Banu Bakr irib€ fo the Quraysh. . But when
he truce of Hudaybiah had been nearly two years
n force, the Banu Bakr tribe, in co-operation with
, party of the Quraysh, attacked the Khuza by night
nd slew several of them. A deputation of forty
nen from the injured tribe approached the Prophet
or help and Muhammad (Sm.) was compelled o
ake up their cause for political and religious rea-
ons. Thus the long expected opportunity came
=it last. s

The Prophet first sent a peacc mission to the
Juraysh with the proposals that either (a) they
~ere to pay proper indemnity to the injured Khuza
or_(b) to cut off all connections with the Banu
e trihe. or (o) to declare the treaty of Huday-
\iah null and void, The Quraysh accepted the last
sroposal. 1he messenger came back and informed

e Prophet of all about 1t. The Prophet understood
that there was no other alternative but to wage war
against the Quraysh. He resolved on an immediate
attack upon his native city. Abu Sufyan then realis-
od his mistake in rejecting the peace-mission and
despatched a messenger 1o the Prophet for main-
taining the compact of peace. But the Prophet,
‘without any further delay, ordered his followers 10
.march on Makkah. Qn January 1, 630 A.D. he ad-
‘vanced upon Makkah with an army of 10,000 men

E’*:a:l'u:i it was ﬂ_!{ largest force Madinah had ever seen.

jellt

Loy
»

¥ Findin sitnself unable to oppose the Muslims,
“Abu Sufiakkgvith two other companions came out
Ifrom M==—4 to sec the fire on the height above
1the cant. Hitothe Prophet but he had not to go far
;when }  arrested and brought to the presence

|

o

r ‘
e 1_‘
Ei. B
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reaty of
Hudaybiah
violated

by the
Quraysh

Peace
mission
sent by
the
Prophet
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Muham-
mad (Sm.)
entered
into his
native city

Concqucest
of Makkah
was
without
parallel in

. the history

nf ﬂn‘.‘
world

Muham-
mad (Sm.)
won the

ficid
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i
of Muhammad (Sm.) who pardoned his 11fe _1‘1;1._""1
enemy. He then accepted Islam,

AL
The Prophet entered into the city of his blrﬁ/w
without any opposition and planted the great bafly” .«
ner of Islam at the dootr of his tent. The rebellioiyf *" e

city now lay at the feet of the abused, rejected an/ ”

exiled Prophet., | e

The European historians have admitted thl :./
“through all the annals of conquest there has bee‘ {,:./
no triumphant entry like unto this one”. No co; g},
quest was made without blood-shed and no forgiv” v
ness was shown like this one to the vanquished if
the history of the world. The Prophet and his fol). 0:‘,
lowers had been oppressed and persecuted in Mak{
kah for long thirteen years and the oppression has t""‘
ultimately compelled them to migrate to Madinal: -af "
But when they entered into Makkah, they forgavist:
every injury inflicled on them and ‘a generafiis
amnesty was extended to the Makkans irrespectivefe
of their past record of crimes.’ The bitterest enem}, P
of Islam and of the Prophet was pardoned anckie
every sympathy was shown to them. Reconciliatior¥.:
rather than retaliation formed the part of the Proq.
phet's policy durmg this time. Such an examplelt:!
of greatness is rare in the history of the world *

The conquest of Makkah opened a new.era ir %
Islam. It pracfically decided the struggle for sup-—!;
remacy in Arabia and the Prophet was elevated tof o)
a paramount position over the whole pemnsulé‘
With his entry to Makkah, truth came and false— T
hood vanished. o

: "4
- . Fa

Battle of Hunayan ¢

After the conquest of Makkah, the Prophet had* |
to fight with the Hawazin tribe of Makkah. They:.
began to assemble against the Prophet when he hacﬁ
been at Makkah and thereby cut sba')rt his stay
there. Muhammad (Sm.) ordered hi | ~Uowers tov. .
proceed and the-army of Muhammac I} 1) arrive}

ed near the entrance of the wvallen -Iunayaxf !
where both the armies met in a battkah 3r0ph ;
with great difficulty won the field of thgd ’

enemy to flight. Just after this, he levas y Taif” |
- .

I T S AR SR S SRt s
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THE PROPHET AT MADINAH

'‘ampaign of Tabuk
In the 9th year of the Hijrah, the Roman Em-

eror Heraclius began to prepare himself to invade

fadinah. He had a covetous eye on the Muslin
and irom the dawn of Islam. On knowing this, the
rophet with an army of forty thousand reached

'abuyk. Heraclius got frightened at ihe sight ol this
as - of NMuhamia m.

t_army mkKing it ini-
ossible to cope with such a vast army he stopped
he invasion of Madinah. Alter a shori stay at
rabuk the Prophet with his party returned to Ma-
inah. THis was the last campaign undertaken dur-
ne his life-fime.

On his return from Tabuk a large number of
leputations from far and near came to Muhammad
(Sm.) to offer their alleglance to him. Tribe after
wihe the Arabs embraced Islam and increased the
sumber of the Muslims., “Arabia, which haa
ivitherto never bowed (o the will of one man
.cemed now inclined to be dominated by Muhara-
nad (Sm.) and be incorporated into his new

cheme. Its heathenism was yielding to a nobler
aith and a higher morality”.*

[he Farcwell Pilgrimage

i In the 10th year of the Hijrah the Prophet feit
Eat his mission was complete and understanding
he end of his life near, he determined to make a
arewell pilgrimage to Makkah. Qn_the 23rd__of
Pebruary, 632 A.D. he started for Makka with a

arge number of Muslims. During this time all his
¥ives accompanied him, The Prophet had taken one
windred anmimals to_sacrifice at Mina.

' When Muhammad (Sm.) reached Dhul Hulaila,
1e encamped and passed the night there. The
-1ext morning, he had all his followers put on the
-ilgrim's garb (Ihram). In this garb all people stood

‘hefore their Lord as equals. ™
t

4 On_the 11th day, the Prophet entered the
. dty of Makkah. As soon as he reached_there, he

4

> *PX. Hiti, Hittory of the Arabr,
i) 5
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/of’

hastened to the Ka'’bah and made seven clrcmts ;ﬁ'?( 1
the House of Goéd. Then the Prophet prayed at i o
station of Abraham, after which he went out

make seven runs between the hills of Sala..
Marwa. By the command of Muhammad. (Sm)
those who had no presents to offer shaved thj
heads ‘and were free from the restriction of Hml

 for the time being. .
On the 8th of Zil-Haiji the Prophet le¢
for Mina and passed the nj ere. After mm

ing prayers, he rode the camel, Casws: 1¥
of hi vel-r

F
i-

ff’ve
p;}tl

rﬁf‘ .

ﬁdﬁ

The ceeded to Arafat in t ompan

Sermon on 3efore completing all the rites of the pile orimal 7

the Mount he addressed the assembled multitude from the 1

Arafat of the Jabal-ul-Arafat. The seeches wh he e
livered on this occasion _are s resh. ) m Wa
of every Muslim. | _,, g

:1—"

“Q) people ! listen to my words ; for I do not knd
whether I shall be in your midst after this year. I{_.
v KA

member that vou_shall have to appear before yof
Lord who will demand from vou an account of 3 ’:
your actions”. 5,;-

L “O_people ! you have rights over your wives a3
\‘P yvour wives have righis over you...... Treat v
wives wilh kindness. Verily, you have taken them :
the security 1ah and made them lawiu uE

.-_#
{._—I

X you_feed vourselves an : B
| *‘E\b ' clothe vourselves, If they commit a 1ault whic _'
“1 are unwilling to forgive, then sell them, ior {*ﬁ
i are the servanis of Allah and are not to be narsig
G}.ﬂ rtr’ﬂl__gdn » ,_:"‘r
| “O people! listen to my words and rerm—:'l:rﬂ‘1
that all Muslims are brothers unto one anotm
As_you are one brotherhood, you will not take yol
brother S belonamgg_\ﬂu_qh_hutnll,no_t_ggg you’

ood w1

uard yourself from committing - 1

Justlce | h
“Let him ‘that is present tell it unto hun that
‘absent”. B

With these words the Prophet finished hlS ad *'
when a revelation came to him. | AN
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| “This day have I perfected for you your faith
. completed My blessing upon you, and have ac-
ted for you al-Islam as religion”.—Al-Quran.

‘The Prophet immediately recited this verse to all

sent. He left Arafat about evening and passed

- pight at Muzdalfa where he said his evening

. night prayers together. In the morning he

shted at Masha'ril Haram and went on to Mina

. passed the Jamarat (stone-throwing station) comple-
his way. He then sacrificed sixty-three camels ton of
. for each year of his life and sacrificed the Hajj
T The hundred camels which the Prophet

{ Brought from Madinah. After this, he
ved his head and the Hajj was thus com-

ted. In this Farewell Sermon he pointed out in
of the duties and responsibilities of every Mus-
. towards each other. On the basis of these teach-
5, the later history of Islam has been moulded.
ymen got a unigue position in the society and the
tus of slaves was raised to an unparalleled deg- _ .

¢ Islam teaches us no distinction between master fﬂ‘l:flﬂf

{ servant. It establishes the fact that a slave of e sermon
day may be a king of to-morrow provided that ne
{ got the requisite qualification. The history of
so-called Slave Dynasty of Indo-Pakistan is a
r proof of this teaching.

-

'Two months after his return from the fareweil

image, Muhammad (5Sm.) gave order for an Expedi-
bedition to the Syrian frontier. lHe appointed uon
smah, son of Zayd, as the commander for the_ex- f’g‘“f‘
‘lition, But he could not see his Syrian conquest o
nplete. He fell ill in the 1Gth year of the Hijrah

1 on the fifth day of his illness he went to the

se of A'ishah where he breathed his last and

s buried on the 8th June, 652 A.D. Thus ended) D °f
» brilliant and glorious career of the greatest the Frophet

“i.j}jof Arabia, nay of the whole world. ’

::ilﬁi'acler of the Prophet

- Of all the prophets of the globe, Hazrat Muham-
wmd. (Sm.) is the only personage every minutest
,‘tnll of whose life is thoroughly known to the

Martat.com
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world. He was a beloved orphan, a devoted hul 3
and affectionate father and a sincere iriend.~_ s
also a successful businessman, a far-sighted {§¢3

mer, a brave warrior, a skillful general, an el
administrator, an impartial judge, a great sta !;}-'f
and what not. In all these roles he played hifl
with exemplary ability; honesty and .integ & “,f |
can be side about him that he left nothing ur
od and touched nothing which he did not’
and improve. L -

L

)
When the whole world was groaning undg
pression and injuslice, he came'to -this- eartlf "~
saviour of the oppressed humanity. Within a ¢ %
time of twenty-three years he_transiorm |
apilans into a civiij .
fted up his people from the dat
of moral and gpiritual degradation to a high ¢ b
t) sod, -of morality and of } . He bafs"
all tribal factions and brought the whole of &5
into one homogeneous unity. (Friends andgx’
Muslims and non-Muslims were all alike to hifs <
in the eye of his law. Justice, equality andg: -
were his motto. He was a constant friend, g

-P;-t
Ll
A

o

L
[
I

igious nation anc

-poor and the helpless, the weak and the opp}:-

Unlike his predecessors he shared the joys arj::
rows of,human life. He never sought reps’
Moreover, he took delight in forgiving and il
ing mercy even to his arch enemies. In thes
pects he was unique In the whole history "dif

b L]

kind and perhaps the world has ne_‘s:'eg__seen‘?}i%

o

The nobility of soul and purity of heartf;-aﬁ
of conduct, refinement of feeling and stern
tion to duty were the distinguishing trait‘;}
hammad’s (Sm.) character. ‘Modesty and :
patience and generosity pervaded his condiyf
riveted the affections of all around him'. Wik
hereaved and afflicted he sympathised tendert.
shared hjs food even:in times. of scarciti ;
others and was eager to see the comfort of}
one around him. He was most humane to . hig
riors. Anas, his servant said, “I served the'l’E

Y

for ten years but he never said so much as s

¥y

me”. . | -

bl Th S A dea
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o liberate man, to unite man, to educate man, g,cjfced

ord, to_humanise man was the sole mission Of pis Life for
+” He devoted his whole lile to the realiza- the good

- his people and would rise up again for his

. .
L
-

’.inplicity and sincerity, truthfulness and hon-
cere the part and parcel of the Prophet’s cha-

 From a poor_orphan bo he rose to the posi-
¢ i mphty king but he never led the life of a
He had no arms, no slanding army, no body-

. no palace, no ixed Tevenue, yet he was a
" «H{e was Caesar and Pope in one, but he was
r without the legions of Caesar and Popc
ut the pretension of Pope”. Ruler of a vast
e he met the lowest of his subjects on terms
rfect cquality. He had to help his wives in
household duties, tend his own cattle, mend
lothes, tie up the goats and even cobble his
1. When a mosque was being built at Madi-
he worked like an ordinary labourer carrying
s on his head. He also took part in the digging
;e trench during the Battle of the Ditch. He
lenhanced the dignity of labour and thereby
Yished his ideal position in the hearts of men.
as never cowed down by the difficuliies which
d to face in his encounter with the Quraysh.

ood firm in the teeth of all dangers and ob-

Fthis great mission. He fought for his people, © o

people

Simplicity
and truth-
fulness

King with-
ot Lingly
pretonsion

}1¢ cnhanc-
¢d the
Jignity of
labour

s. He was the best exemplar to any man for -

rofession.

iReformer

"he Prophet of Islam was the greatest reformer
world has ever produced. Before his advent,
'#a. nay the whole of the known world, was
hed in vice, superstition and barbarism. Social
{1ality, deasraded womanhood, slavery, drunken-
1 debauchery, gambling, rapacity, blood thirsti-
¢and such other heinous vices were prevalent’
fag the Arabs. Never was the people so low as
+Arabs were, never was a nation so disorganised
*3e Arabs were, nowhere was idolatry so deep-
;%d as in Arabia, nowhere on the globe was so

-.}: T

.E.rﬂ".' . -
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Political

\ Religious

" Economic

Social

th
"haram’ (forbidden) anJH introduced the systeif}

. A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY
| | : . . f_:}.'l r t'
dark a spot as Arabia. No Prophet before Hg F.: ;‘
Muhammad (Sm.) seems to have thought of tackigy” ;>
these horrible problems. He ruthlessly  attaghe
them one after another till they were gone... ..

The tribal feuds and raids madeé Arabia ajfy
of constant unrest. Political disunity prevailedffy ¢
over the peninsula. The Prophet brought abouf
union of all the warring tribes and thereby wely 1>
the ever-quarrelling Arab tribes into a might o 51
tion. He brought the Arabs under a single govg g
ment established in Madinah. The people ¥t
given equal voice in the determination of the Py -
of the government. The Prophet framed a syste oS
tic code and ensured peace and prosperity iI}j{

country. i I

The Arabs were equally corrupt in the fiel§ ...
religious life. They were idol-worshippers, | G
were steeped in every kind of superstition . Thg'gr-
vided their gods into male and female. There;"."','ﬁ:
360 idols in the Ka'bah. The Arabs used to worf, ”
them till they were banished by the Holy Progf=7-
Muhammad (Sm.) inspired the idol-worshipit’;’

£,
rr

with the idea of one God. They began to forget tif ==

-

deities and worship in the name of one God. Wiy =~
a brief span of about twenty-three years he tr;

Y
-
formed the impious Arabs into a religious nati .

tiw'tm economi e it
saction of people who practised usury. He m:

: oy
22
b
F
L

[

-
L.
|

Zgkat, Sadgah and Fifr_in the society. The dif
bution of wealth in the sociely dealt a death blog
the capitalism. He also encouraged the peopls

turn their attention to trade and agriculture. T}
contributed to the building of national economj

Of all the reforms initiated by the Prop “ a

Islam_the removal of social inequality was the k.
important _and far-reaching In_Con--q/eacs S
could not find any reason for any distinctionJJf

" ween man and man on account of a merg .accig ;

of birth in a particular family or particuldr coup
He broke down all artificial barriers which sQoif
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d set up to fortify privileges of wealth, work.or
lour. “All human beings,” he declared, “were
wal and the highest rank was his who was the
st obedient to Allah and most useful to mankind”.
o thus established a worldwide brotherhood, which
elded high and low, rich and poor, white and black
to one fraternity. “All does not look at your
neage or face”, says the Prophet, “but He looks
to hearts. ...he among you that i1s most favoured of
1lah is the one that is most pious”. The aim of

azrat Muhammad (Sm.) in this respect was to,

ring the whole of humanity on one common plat-
rm as one class, one communily and one nation
aving the same ideals and sharing the equal

rivileges.

The Prophet took steps.to abolish the slavery
ystem, which had been in vogue among the Arabs.
lavery was also prevalent amon the Greeks, the
omans, the Jews and the CEm%mns who (reated
16 slaves most inhumanly POSSESSITIE he power of
fe and death over them. e Christians adopted
faverv as a recocnised institution an nothing was
one for the well res, 1t was Hazrat Mu-

ammad (Sm.) who did all that” was possible to

nise Tho stalus ol the slayes. He emphatically dec

. =d that therc was no service niore accepfable (o
od Than tho emancipation of slaves, He purchased
& slaves 1o set tnem iree and advised his followers
treat ﬁhem with kindness and jusiice.

; Another beneficial reform effected by Hazrat
fuhammad (Sm.) was the improvement of the con-

iition of the females. No religion before Islam did
nything for amelioration of women. They were
‘poked upon with bitter contempt and treated as
‘hzttels in society. Nowhere in the world did they get
'he treatment they werc entitled to as men’s part-
hers in life. Even among the Athenians, the most

fihu_lture_d nation of antiquity, the wife was the slave
hf every caprice and whim of her husband. She was

'i'parketablc and transferable to others on the sweet
1will of the head of the family. She was deprived of
41l shares in the property of her father as well o

_J)f her husband.

k
ﬂ:.l—.-d-._.-'l-l. -._.;_.-.l......a-.. .-_ - e b aa=. _.-._._- - - e e .H_i;. i - . ﬁ I
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| |
- Islam gave women such rights and privileges 1}: 5

they had never enjoyed before. The Quran declaregldy . *

«“Women shall have the same rights over men: 'y ;f‘ g

men have over them”. She was placed on an equi¥ -

footing with man in the exercise of all legal powefd: ¢

and functions. In the matter of inheritance and 1| Gig¥E
dividual right of property the position of a Muslifti=
woman is far beiter than that of a woman professirffa
any other religion. The Prophet of the desert -w, 4,
greatly moved by the miserable condition of hal« v
the human race. He enforced respect for woman {15
one of the essential teachings of his creed. He sayfis"
l“Paradise is under the feet of the mother and ik}~ 7~
| woman is sovereign in the house of her husband”. gt
also said. “The best of you is he who treats his wit oy
ast”. He pave women the fullest liberty and 1ibi :{:;r
~ated them from the bondage of the males by allovi}”...
ing them to choose their husbands and to enjoy the] s
share of their fathers’ and deceased husbands’ prdl”.:
perties. The killing of the daughters was stopped f§7 -
ever. Women were no more a subject of oppressich’_.
and injustice of their cruel husbands. The Prophe}' .
‘ . . . i oS
wiped out the age-long vices, such as drinking, gang " .
bling, Llood-thirstiness, etc., from the soil of Arabi{:
The Arabs believed in evil spirits, giants and fairie}’ .
He set them free from the shackles of all superst}’’
tions. Thus Muhammad (Sm.) brought a thorougy .
change over the social order of Arabia and wifl
rightly called the greatest revolutionary of his ag: ";
A )

. BT,
"

The Prophet as a Nation-builder |

3

The Prophet was not only a social reformer- b
also a builder of a mighty nation. It was he wkj
first attempted to build up a nation by reconcilin
the followers of rival creeds ; it was he who thougs
of establisiy ire upon the goodwill and‘cfy.
operation of all sections of people-—irrespective:ts
casfe and creed and it was he who first saw his effolf:
crowned with :success. He founde e Republicisls
Madinah, united the heterogeneous elements infy:
one homogeneous whole and formed a Shari’at;,%’ .
code of law, that governed all the tribes without any:
distinction of class and parentage. . L |

. ']
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" The Charter which he gave o the world after his
srrival at Madinah granted the security of life, pro-
serty and religion of both Muslims and non-Mus-
ims. He was the first and foremost man who brought
1 permanent peace hetween all the conflicting reli-
sions of the world. He made no social discrimina-
tion in extending his patronage and bore no ill-wili
to the former Prophets. He asked his prople to put
faith in all the great relizious personafities of the
world. Never did any Prophet before him preach fo
wis followers to believe in the Prophets of other re-

ligions.

There was no unily in Arabia at the advent of the

Prophet. The peninsula was divided into*several
tribes and these tribes used to fisht one another for
their selfish interest. When disorder and unrest
were the order of the day, Muhamimnad (5m.) came
in their midst. He realised the position of Arabia
and devoted his time and brain to the welfare of the
zArabs. The absence of unity and the continued In-
~ ternal strife had made Arabia defenceless and open-

ﬁ.‘

= ed thereby the fates to the enemy. Hence unity was
~ essential and the Prophet without further delay
‘brought unity among the various warring tribes of
Arabia. He fcrmed a compact Muslim brotherhood
of the different warring tribes. In order to achieve
permanent peace among the different communities

e went so far as to prevent his followers 1o abuse

even idols and other objects of worship.

b

wio

i The Prophet of Islam encouraged inter-marriage
by marrying himself women of other religions after
conversion. He was born to reconcile people of vari-
‘ous religions and create a bracing atmosphere in
- which the Arab nationality might thrive like an or-
" ganic growth. Not a single section of the people in
; Arabia was kept aloof from his Government. The
(: land, which had just before been a field of struggle
s and strife, was turned under him into a land of
}*;-peace and prosperity.

73
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CHAPTER VI

ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE PROPHET }

Introduction | o ' } f;::
Hazrat Muhammad (Sm.) was not only afl |
religious preacher, a soldier, a statesman butig Bt

also a great adminisirator. He presided overd
the Commonwealth of Jslam for ten years (622-32:8 .}
AD.). “The work done within that short periodj" g{g
will always remain as one of the most wonderful! L
achievements recorded in history”.* The achieve-E 5.
ments which he had shown in the organisation of}. }f‘
the State and in the foundation of an empire aref§ °.
really commendable. | R

The Sovereign ' - X

f The sovereign power of the Islamic State lies inf =
-' the hands of Allah who revealed His Will to thej}
Prophet through the Quran. The Laws of Allan§

as enjoined in the Quran was binding on all Mus-!

lims including the Prophet, the Head of the Islamicy

Power State. In matters on which the Quran was silent, 4

of the the decision of The Prophet was regarded as finalq. -

Prophet In such matters the Prophet was tﬁie sovereign. Hel !
——hined T his person the dual functions of pro={:.

phethood and sovereignty. But although his authbi-i_ v

I rity was supreme, the Prophet usually consulted hi_gf; '

chief Companions on all matters of importance. Y

| ' On his migration to Madinah the Prophet,!ai
first, built a mosque there. This mosque known as |
i the Prophet’s mosque (Masjidun-Nabawi) be-
’ Mosques as. came the office of the Islamic State. It served ayg

) e prayer  the prayer house, the office and the court of ihe

house, Prophet. He _led the congre gational prayer_in the:§ |
tht D[ﬁt: ‘—T st y .
¥ and  the mosaue as Imam and conducted all the business OLy.
v court of +  the State in it.: He had fo carry on a. eat Hea, ;
g the of correspondence. tters and messengers oy
'y Frophet be despatched to the foreign rulers and tribes from) §
® Ameer Ali, The Spint of Islam,
$
N
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there.

~ ceive foreign embassies and tribal deputations in

- 1o be issued to the Governors anad tax-collectors.
" mosque was the court

the court of the mosque and from there orders had
The

of the Prophet where he usec
to hear cases and settle disputes, His officials and
writers used io work in the mosque. In fact, the
mosque was his Secretariat. During the life-time

of the Prophet no office was built. «»

The Provinces

After unifying the country, the Prophet Muharm;-
mad (Sm.) divided it into several provinces on the
basis of past history and geographical position. The
provinces were Madinah, Makkah, Tayma_ Janad,

Yaman, Uman, Najran,

Bahrayan and Hadramawk
Madinah was the Capital of the whole Islamic State
and the administration of these provinces was under
the direct control of the Prophet. There was one
Governor in each province. The Provincial Gover-

nor was called Waii. He was appointed by the Pro-

het and was responsible to him %ur Ris works. e
had to perforfmthe3ame functions within his area
as the Igro rot used to do in Madinah, except thosc
{n connection with the prophetic_works. He was
tne Imam ol the congregational prayer, the com-
mander-in-chief, the judge and the administrator.

Besides the Governors the Prophet appointed Anuls

- dinah. The judges of other

(collectors) over each tribal area to collect Zakat
(poor-tax) and Sadqah (voluntary alms).* The
Prophet himself acted as the Qazl (judge) of Ma-
provinces were cither
appointed directly by him or the Governors wcere

- directed to appoint persons selected by him. v~

3

:
¥

e

w

The Revenue System

There was no central authority in the pre-Isla-
mic days. So, nobody knew anything about the in-

~ come and expenditure of the Government. It was
~ the Prophet who first established a Central Govern-

' ment in Arabia. He was the first who instituted a
| blic treasury in Madinah. During the days of the

- public treasury an

The Pi'ophet used to execute treaties and re-

e ——————————

L ® A1-Tabari
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A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY
Prophet the Islamic State had five sources of re- } M
venue, namely, (1) Zakat (poor-tax), and Sadqgah ' ﬁa/__
(voluntary alms), (2) Jizya (capitation-tax), (3) % %

.

‘f-‘l'

Kharaj (land-tax), (4) Ghanimah (spoils of war)
and (5) Al-Fay (State lands). 3 y

In order of importance Zakat has been given {§ %,
ihe second place in the Quran. It is compulsory K v,
(Farz) for all well-to-do Muslims. Zakat was levied 1

3 .
Hr;
[ )

Wealy N

>
vy

P

1

on different forms of properties. It was levied on (a) i} &=
animals, i.e., camel, cattle and other domestic quad- * 9
rupeds, (b) grains, fruits, dates, etc, (c) gold and § ¢
silver and (d) merchandise. 5 B

i

\"r:..

A certain minimum of property (an-nisab) was |
laid down which would make one liable to pay Za- || 1
kat. As for example, gold or silver below the value |
of 200 dirhams was free from this tax. ‘The Zakat
on land produce was collected at 10%, if the land
was watered by a stream or rain’. This tax on land |
was called Ushr. A person had to pay Zakat on his %
land, when the yield from the land exceeded five }
ass-loads. In the case of merchandise and even gold 1
and silver a Zakat of 259 was levied. |

Jizya was levied on the non-Muslims in lieu of +
military service and lor 1he protection of their lives
an ropertlies. uslims used to return the
Jizya in case of their fai'ure to protect the lives anJ
properties of the.non-Muslims. In the days of thetq .
Prophet every male member capable of paying the.’ :
7akat was required to pay only one dinar per year. ;i

3
This tax was not new. Before Hazrat Muhammad.:,

i

(Sm.) it was prevalent in Persia under the name of
gezit and in Rome under the name of tributrem '

"
a

capitis, |

Non-Muslims had to pay Kharaj (land-tax) for
possessing land. The institution of Kharaj which! 4}
was prevalent among the Persians and the Romans; -
first came into being in Arabia after the conquest(’

. ‘....
' - % I‘r:""'.l-. .'-1 r'f' ‘}-T\E:" E-'-ll-‘ln.

2 -

e

| of Khaybar by the Muslims. The Prophet fixed hal: q
of the produce of their land as Kharaj. s )

Weapons, horses and other movable properties: v}
were included in the Khums or Ghanimah. These,é&; '_1
articles when left by the unbelievers in the battle-.3}
Seld were taken by the Muslims. Four-fifthg of fhet -

. . I

=
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booty were distributed among the Muslim _goldiers
an e remalining one-fifth was deposited with the

 freasury. The latter portion of the booty was used

-_. Taccording to the instructions of the Quran for the &p.nimal

suppori of the Prophet’s relatives, the orphans, the
needy and way-farers and for the general good of
the Muslim community’.v -

The word al-Fay’ s generall lied to the .
lands in the conquered tertorles WCC O he conquered territoTies which came under
Tophetl _an e income of Al-Fay

crown lands under oD
these lands was utilized for the general good of the
Muslim Community.

The Army
The Prophet was the Commander-in-Chief of

the Muslim army. He took art in 26 or 27 battle;
and expeditions. But he himself led the Muslim
Forcos in all important battles and campaigns like

the battles of Badr, Uhud and Hunayn and the
Conquest of Makkah. The smaller expeditions were

led by a milita commander appointe \
There Was 10 regular army. When there was neces Comman-

: expedition, sumMmMoONs Wer€ chicf of
iSShged To the allied tribes and the Muslims in gene- the army
ral {o assemble for the purpose, At first the Mus-
lim forces werc only an assemblage of small bands
but during the later years of the Prophet’s life they
were turned into a vast army. In the first battle of
Islam (i.e. the battle of Badr) the Muslim army
consisted of only 313 soldiers but in the Tabuk ex-
pedition (last campaign uncertaken by the Pro-
phet) thirly thousand__soldiers had taken part.

There was sirict discipline among the soldiers and
every one of them Eas To maintain high standard Duscipline
of morality., Breach of discipline was ' subject to

rigorous Eunishment,

x -
Education System A L L-L&J\CLKE-

Though the Prophel was an illiterate, he ‘was
an ardent advocate of the pursuit of knowledge and E‘“‘imfgt B
education’. He always encouraged the Muslims to :;Tnﬁzn
acquire knowledge. To encourage education he de- by the

clared, “The ink of g learned map is purer than the Prophet

- .
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cducation

in Madinah

)

Schools
cich
‘Mahalla'

ﬁf""!"#

Fa o LW
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Centre of

in

blood of a martyr”, After his migration to Madinah

~ der his mltlatlve Some of. the Quragsh conversantt .‘
wilh t of readin and wr1t1ng were arrested l -'
the Muslims in the e O Y, an e

A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY = '{.\

educational institutions were established there. un-4

were released on conaltmn that each of them

[ .
]
|i'

would teach writing and grammar to tfen Mus-
im __chiidre iteracy and education

began to bpread rapidly among the Mad1mtes
Madirah became the centre of religion and }: E
education. Nine mosque-schools were estabhshed Tﬁﬁ

in Madinah and of these, the mosque-school of: s

a’bah was the most important. The Prophe used‘ ey
to go there to talk and discuss with the students. }i .-
The women were also taught along with men. The 'j*;l?

Pr used to say that ‘even the slave-girls must §. .
be educated and then set free’. In each “Mo- ¥} ",
halla” of the city primary scﬁooI s were established . §:i ;.
for the education of little children. When Islam ¥
was gaining ground all over Arabia, the Prophet }

arranged to send mu'allim or teacher to teach the #.
Holy Quran to the Bedouin tribes,.~




CHAPTER VII

ABU BAKR
(11-—13 A.H.|632—634 AD.)

_'_-_Early hife

., Abu Bakr was born in 573 A.D. in a noble and

respectable family of Makkah. His name was Ab-

dullah. Abu Bakr was his surname (Kunya) be-
“fore he embraced Islam. After his conversion to .
‘Islam, he rececived the title of Siddique or Truth-
ful. From his boyhood he was an emblem of purity
and sincerity, and for his nobleness of character
everybody loved him. His heart melted at the sight
. of sorrows and sufferings of others. Ie tried his

- level best to help the poor and the needy, the dis-
- tressed and the down-trodden.

Iits uttle
of Siddiquc

3 Abu Bakr had a special attraction for Muham-

mad (Sm.) and when the latter invited men to
“embrace Islam, he was the first of the male adults

to respond to his call. His whole life was dedicated

to the sacred cause of Muhammad (Sm.). Many

slaves who were persecuted and tortured by their

" masters because of the acceptance of Islam were
purchased and sel {ree by Abu Bakr. He left no .
stone unturned to spread the faith of Muhammad Z’";i:f“
(Sm.). He had to sufler a lot of troubles in the .4

- cause of Islam. His service to the cause of Islam services to
- endeared him all the more to the Prophet, it belore
~who was so much pleased with him that **
- duriag his life-time he gave him permission to lead ™%
" the prayer. At the time of Muhammad’s 0"

flight to Madinah Abu_Bakr accompanied him and

i'*{‘ He placed
~,all h1s wealth at the disposal ol Muhammad (Sm.)
::-when the latter wanted money for the construction
“irof a Mosque at Madinah and for the Tabuk expe-
,x-dition. He took part in the battles of Badr, Uhud
t_;}f;-;gnd Ditch. He was also present at the treaty of

: -
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Hudaybiah ani the battle of Hunayn. All this ti '_ "_‘
he followed the Prophet like a shadow. .

Contest in election

The Prophet did not nominate his successor. h
after his death the Muslim world was thrown ings
confusion. The Muslims were divided into tvg*
camps—the Ansar and the Muhajirun. Each W¥ :

trying to raise its own people to the vacant poifle P":’
The unity of Islam was at stake. The Ansar of Mil4 ir

dinah had assembled in the council hall to choafld &
a ruler from amongst themselves. They had fixil, g
their choice on Sa'd bin Ubayda, {he leader of tifis#*
Khazraj. At this critical juncture of Islam, AIff
Bakr, ‘Umar and Abu Ubayda hastened to the couflgs 5

cil hall. 0

Abu Bakr in a calm attitude said that so far { e
service to the cause of Islam was concerned, thefle:
could be no two opinions about the Ansar. But. tiyes
people of Arabia would acknowledge no master bi!:
from amongst the Quraysh. “Then”, cried they, “LL, o
thete be one chief from amongst you and one frofs:
amongst us”, “Away with you’, exclaimed "Umag,:
“Two cannot stand {ogether”. At that time Ager
Bakr asked the people to select either 'Umar or Al
Obayda as the Khalifah. But both of them sai}z
“No, we cannpot give preference to ourselves ov;
you in this matter”. When the situation was goufy’
' be out of control, 'Umar took hold of Abu Bakg:
hand and swore allegiance to him. After '‘Umar &
Abu Ubayda the Ansar came forward in batcn
to swear allegiance to Abu Bakr. So, homa}
was paid from all quarters to Abu Bakr. He w
caluted as the Khalifah (Caliph) or the success
of the Prophet. Thus the first trouble was avert)

(M

and the solidarity of Islam was maintained.v' { }-

The election of Abu Bakr settled the import4},
problem of succession to the headship in Islaf
Among the Arabs the chieftaincy.of a tribe was'&f
hereditary but elective, and their election was mag
on the basis of seniority and efficiency. After;,__ |
olection was over, Abu Bakr rose and said, “] am{h
the best among you ; I need all your advice ang if
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ABU BAKR- L

our help. To tell the truth to a person commis-
:oned to rule is a faithful allegiance; to conceal it
. treason. In my sight the powerful and the weak
re alike and to both I wish to render justice. As 1
bey Allah and His Prophet, obey me; if I neglect
he laws of Allah and the Prophet 1 have no more
ight to your obedience”. v

The inaugural speech of Abu Bakr contains the
ery principles of democratic government. It points
ut that the Khalifah would not be an autocrat. He

81 .

Speech of
Abu Bakr

nust govern the country according to the laws of -

he Shari'ar and be responsible 1o the people for
is actions.

Jis accession

On becoming the Khalifah Abu Bakr was con-
ronted with many problems., The appearance of
alse prophets in the various parts of Arabia, the
postasy movement among the various tribes of
\rabia and the refusal of a strong section of peopie
0 pay Zakat were a challenge 1o the newly estab-
ished State. An Arab historian says, “The Arabs
vere on all sides rising in rebellion. Apostasy and

ection raise eir heads ; Christians and Jews
rgan to strefch out their necks and the ialth
Y&re as a Tlock of sheep without a shepherd--their
ophet gone, their number lew,
tude”. But Abu Bakr had the courage to face the
tuation,

. The first task of Abu Bakr, on his accession to

he Khilafat, was to fulfil the desire of his master.
‘ust before his death, the Prophet had given orders
dr an expedition to the Syrian border. When Usa-
1ah, the leader of the expedition was about to’start,
he news of the Prophet’s illness reached his ears
.nd he had to postpone the departure of his army.
"Abu Bakr directed that the Prophet’s order must
‘e carried out and ordered the commander to pro-
~eed. It was a most critical time when he ordered
+{samah to proceed to Syria. The spread of aposta-
"y and rebellious activities of the Jews and the
“hristians began to pour into Madinah before the
e o ,

Condition
of Arabia
on his
accession

eir foes a mul- -

Usamah's
army to
Syna des-
patched
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A STUDY OF ISLAMIC HISTORY
army had set out for Syria. In the circumstandy}: .
the Companions of the Khalifah approached hi e ﬁi‘
H N hdraw his orders. But Abu Bakr replied, o
am I to withhold the army that the Prophet of <
himself ordered to proceed”. “Come whatever maf

he further said, “Madinah may stand or fall, 4 P;UF,'
Caliphate may live or die, the Prophet’s word mijys

be fulfilled”. At last the army set out.  Withijfi
few days Usamah came back with a glorious triun} 'ﬁi"51
|

from Syria. '

False Prophets N

The success of the Prophet’s mission fired mift-

a man with ambition. Towards the close of his i§ ..
several pretenders arose in different parts of Iej_z’f-
country. The news of the Prophet’s death rekingf§%*
g

the revolt started by the false prophets. e

1
E
L] .

Of these false prophets, Aswad Ansi or the Vefs™
pw_sh_eﬁ_@ﬁr_@%__.n__ a4 Yaman., He wasget
leader of the Ansi tribe. ke Co ecfed a vast njxs:
ber of soldiers in co-operation with the neighbdls:
ing chieftains and stood in open revolt against Isife:

iR At

=

)

Musaylimah who came of the tribe of B
Hanifa in Central Arabia, rose in revolt in Yam:
and laid claim to the prophetic_omice. He carm
Madinah with the deputation. of his people. B
his return home, he began his preaching byl
claim to prophethood. His tribe as they did noti} -
to follow the “Prophet of the Qurays " accelg

him as their prophet. . f
i)

Tulayha who came of the tribe of Banu Asa

Northern Arabia was a wealthy chief and a- g}
warrior. He stood up in open revolt against'I}.

-y

just after the demise of the Prophet. N8t B

Sajah, a Christian woman also claimed to/ ]
prophetess. ' She came of the tribe of Banu Yijf
in Central Asia. She secured the support of Mf
of her tribes. But she had not the courage
the Muslim army. She fell in love with Musayli
another pretender an after a stay of ‘three -{j
with him she went back to her people.. ‘%
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ABU BAKR

Apostasy Movement

#“The short Khilafat of Abu Bakr was mostly*

;«occupled with the so-called Ridda (apostasy) wars”,

“says Prof. Hitti. As soon as the news of the Pro-
‘phet’s death was noised abroad, a section of people
raised the standard of rebellion against the Islamic

polity of Madinah and renounced or apostatised Is-

lam. The movement led by these people was known
-as the Apostasy Movement, While the false pro-
‘phets made their own tribes renounce Islam, some
other Arab tribes apostatised it on other grounds.
‘The following are the causes which led the unruly
-tribes to rise in revolt against Islam :

_ Causes. The ascendency of Madinah became an
'-ew did not want the sup-
Temacy of the sister city. So long as the strong per-
sonality of the Prophet was there, they remained
'in sullen silence. But the demise of the Prophet
gave them an opportunity to overthrow the influ-
-ence of the Madinites, and the national characteris-
tics of the Arabs which had been kept in check by
ithe Prophet, began to raise their heads. Secondly,
*lthe tribes of Arabia obeyed the order of their lead-
rs and followed their action blindly even at the
dvent of Islam. So, when their leaders became
uslims, they followed them in good faith. But as
ime went on, the wave of democracy was running
igh throughout the peninsula. As a result, all in-
ividuals of the tribe refused to follow blindly thce
fiction of their leaders. Thirdly, a thorough change
‘was brought by the Prophet of Islam over the so-
cial, political and religious conditions of Arabia, The
lﬁb”és"éf""ﬁfhbla were not accustomed to these and

‘hence they protested against. Ihese ‘chariges by ris-
E% in o]Een rebellion. F'nurtlﬂ), many, of the Arab
‘tnbes thought the propheth.. office to be proﬁtablf_
;md so they persuaded thé:Arabs to support them
zwith a view to fulfilling their Ghject These chiefs
f*zave false promise to the pecople ang inspired them
Bo stand up against the Muslims. Fifthly, the peo-

le had just Jmned the fold of Islam when the Pro-

ahet had passed away. The people who could not
;et much time and opportumty to go into the inner

=P
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| - ’
y spirit of Islam were ignorant of its irue worth ar ‘/ﬁ“i‘é*
spirit. And hence they relapsed into their tri |
Surict rules of creeds and once more challenged the authority .} pbe

?

morality Islam. Lastly, the strict rules of moralily enforc

u:uuln'icd by Islam and the Arabs’ unwillingness to pay t{$* .«

by Isiam poor-tax (zakat) led the people of diiferent centrf ¥,
under different leaders to rise against Islam. - - Aeffi}

areat alarm. “The Arabs, throughout the peninsul{t =
says W. Muir, “were relapsing into apostasy’. B B
he did not lose heart. He faced the situati’i tﬁ'
courageously. Without any delay he launched a ca} (!
paign against this movement. Within a year Y.,
sway of Islam was re-established throughout 1 hﬂ":
peninsula. e e 2t

Abu Bakr collected the troops of Madinah é_g"f‘j‘;j
divided them into eleven battalions. He placed ez i
of the battalions under the command of an expe 51'

Cenunan-

ders sent onced commander and sent each into the eley=’
lnrif::“‘ different parts of Arvabia. He iqstruct_ed the c-~
o sappress  TADAeTS first to invite the revolting tribes to IsHT"
- move.  but if they failed to comply, they were to be
ment tacked. Some of the tribes submitted to Islam wi~

out fighting, while others remained adamant. i},

wars were waged against them. Khalid bin Vﬁ .

was sent to_march first against Tulayha. He: s\ty

\

* MBS L T R =
g | Paule of vroved himself worthy of the task entrus ed to§}::
" the battle of Buzaka. Al

Buzaka He defeated Tulayha in 2 B
the battle of Buzaka, many- other rebelliocus: ftfh

including Banu 'Asad submitted to Islam..

e

pr e

('

h‘
PR g

«The false prophetes: Gajan entered Arabialy

the ipiention ‘to invade. Madinah.. She secured:

~ support of some of, Ber tribes to a war against;

. Khalifuh. Khaiid marched against her but she:

| not the courage~io meet the Muslim army i

operi fiald. Sha’turned against her rival pr D

Musaylimah_who ullima telv _wo: ‘

| Tralrimonial _alliance.

with Musaylimah, Sajah wen
a2 home in Mesopotemia.

il [
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" Musaylimah was the most powerful of the pre-
enders to the prophetic office. Abu Bakr sent Ikri-
ma and Shurahbil against him. But they failed to -
-ubdue Musaylimah and the Khalifa then sent Kha-
id bin Walid against the false prophet of Yamama.
Khalid met Musaylimah and defeated him in a bat- ;
{le near Yamama in 633 A.D. The enemies, being |
Jefeated took shelter in a walled garden but the Batle of

garden was turned into a shamble, for which it Yamama |
~arned the name of the ‘Garden of Death’. Thou-

safids of Banu Hanifa includin Miusaylimah him-
<elf were killed in thé ‘Garden of Death’. With the
battle of Yamama, the campaign-against the apos- ]

iates came to an end.

o e, B

Of the four pretenders, Aswad Ansi and Musay-
lihah were defeated and killed and the rest, Tulay-
ha and Sajah ultimately embraced Islam. Thus with-
in a year all the expeditions were crowned with
success. Abu Bakr with the help of the commanders
crushed all the forces of disorder and aposiasy. He
showed . wonderful courage and ability in suppress-
ing the movement. Regarding his services during
this time W. Muir says, “But for Abu Bakr, Islam
would have melted away in compromise with the
Bedouin tribes or likelier still have perished in the
throes of birth”. 1

As a result of the suppression of the apostates,
he solidarity of Islam was preserved and the vic-
tories over the rebel tribes paved the way for the
pdvance of Islam. The success of the Muslims in _ ==
hese campaigns gave them new hope and encour- oy of
‘agement to fight against the Byzantines and the Sa- ,nostasy
sanians. The technique of warfare used and the
forces collected in these campaigns were utilised in
'their future wars with the Byzantine and the Sa-
. sanian powers. i

¥~ That the Apostasy Movement “affected the
.f;whole of Arabia is not borne out historically”. Tnose
rwho embraced Islam and became Muslims some
;-good time before the death of the Prophet and were
3_;we11-grounded in the teachings and spirit of the faith
i;ﬁ;‘never wavered in their allegionce to it Though

1
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their devotion was put to severe tests, they never »b"l_tﬁ
hositated to bear the brunt of any trouble and hard4 ﬁ’ffﬁ

!
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ship in support of the faith. Makkah was perfectlyf pd?{
calm and quiet at that time. There was not a single@d""
case of apostasy and not a single finger was raiscdifd”y,:
against the authority of Islam. The Arabs who ac-}g’t
cepted Islam only orally or pretenced to do'so could¥ . .
not appreciate the true spirit of Islam, They did®¥ '
apostatise, no doubt, but it is not historically true thatij

. ’s oA
the whole of Arabia renounced Islam. There were stil R ﬂ““f
many people who were strict to the faith; but their: ) X

connection was cut off from Madinah due to the tems o ¢
. ' _ o 43 :ﬂf
porary -ascendency of the pretenders. = They wereg
neither apostates nor the confederates of the rebels ™
though owing to the pressure of the latter they couldj.

*

not openly side with the Central Government, 1 T

The war which Abu Bakr declared against thﬁf
rebels has been described by many historians as theds,

a [

war of apostasy. But this view has not been suppor-g
ted by Mr. Beckar in his “Cambridge Medieval His-§#
tory’ as lhe people who raised the standard of rebel-

Eﬁf.i;;
lion never embraced Islam in heart. They simply; 2
feared the towering personality of the Prophet. Soget ¢
the question of apostatising Islam does not arise here}™* -
and hence it cannot be regarded, in the estimation]®
of Mr. Beckar, as the war of apostasy. %

"

With the death of the Prophet the people refused}
to pay Zakat. When the Zakat system was first intrp”«; ‘_f
duced, some were mortified because of this encroacq- Y
ment on their personal liberty and encouraged b!i o
the disturbance all over Arabia, they stopped payil;
ing the poor-tax. Abu Bakr was particularly strict on{-
this point. He resolved lo suppress this no-tax moves
ment at all cost. 'Ali, Zubayr and Talha were senij
to subdue the rebels. Unable to resist the onslaught;
the rebels took to flight and thus Islam was savea} -
for the time being and Zakat began to flow fropg l
home and abroad. | pEt

When the rebels were subdued and Islam was 5¢4]a
established, Khalid bin Walid was fitted out for ex=};
ternal expedition. Shortly after the Prophet’s demisg I
Mundhir, the Muslim Governor of Bahrayn died. Theg,

death of this man gave rise to disorder in the __.prl:-'f:
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ce. There was dispute-between the tribe of Banu
bul Qays and the tribe of Banu Bakr. The former
yught the help of the Muslims, and the latter askec
elp from Persia. When the help came from all sides,
-battle ensued between the Muslims and the Per-
ians in which the latter were completely defeated
nd the rebellion was finally crippled and crushed.

Insurrections at Amman and Mahra were also
uppressed and crushed. Then rebellion broke out
t Hadramawt under the leadership of Ashath bin
Jays. 'The Muslim army marched on Hadramawti
nd defeated the enemy, and the leader- was taken
ysrisoner. The province of Yaman was also brought
inder Muslim subjugation. -

Thus, within a short time all the forces of disor-
jer and revolt were crushed. Having set the house 1n
yrder, Abu Bakr turned his attention towards the
Persian and Syrian frontiers. In the rebellion of
Bahrayn the Persians helped the rebels and thereby

zincurred the displeasure of the Muslims. ‘It was
>'the Persians who by their act of hostility invited
=the attention of the Muslims to take precaution in
o the frontier’. In 633 A.D. Abu Bakr ordered Khalid
= bin Walid to proceed to the border of the empire
'?:ith an army of 10,000 men. On his arrival there he
ent a letter to Hurmuz, Commander of the Persia..
orces, inviting him either to accept Islam or pay
‘bute or be ready for battle. Hurmuz accepted ilne
ird alternative. The first battle between the Mus-
lims and the Persians took place at a place named
Hafir, 'some 50 miles lo the south of Uballah. This
‘battle is known as the Battle of the Chains, “froin
‘{he fact that the Persian soldiers fastened themscl-
‘ves to one another by means of chains”. The Per-
;;mmmr was kil'ed.,

} After this some small skirmishes took place. At last
:the Persian forces were driven to Mesopotemia to
ithe east of the river. Hira was also besieged and the
;‘;,Christian government of the place soon surrendered
}and entered into a treaty with the Muslims, agree-
% ing to pay tribute to Arabia, The tribute taken from
1l;;the Christians of Hira was termed Jizya. The non-
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Muslims had to pay this tax in lieu of their *mh* ' 59
service in the field. « c q y ]

After the conquest of Hira, Khalid advanc h t‘JE
northwards till he reached Anbar, place on tht -J" e
bank of the Euphrates. Anbar was captured. Ain gg@s* .
Tamr, which was three stages farther from Anba V:
was also conquered by the Muslims. :f"f

-; T
During the time of the Prophet, the Roma§”, ¢
Emperor, Heraclius, received the Muslim ENVE 1 F o,
with great honour but afterwards he became ene: A
of the Muslims. When the first Khalifah four i_._;:;
that the Roman Emperor began to conspire agam{ e
him in co-operalion with the Bedouins ¢f the Sy 1
rian frontier, he decided to save the frontier from tlr fﬁ,
Roman attack. Besides, the Christian chlefta* f_
named Shurahbil murdered the messenger of tigs"™
Prophet at Mutah in violation of the Internatior
rules of peace while he was going to the prince %"
Basrah. In order {o avenge the murder cf the Musk A ",';
lim envoy Syrian expedition was undertaken. Ovegs "
and above, Syria was economically necessary to Arz (v
bia. From time immemorial Arabia used to do busgs-
ness transaction with Syria. The very existence
Arabia depended on its trade with Syria and hencfé-
the conquest of Syria was essential %) the Muslirne
Abu Bakr sent Khalid bin Walid at the head of &}
army of 40,000'to the Syrian frontier. The Khalifzl 1‘
advised the General not to attack the enemy but't}z
repulse the attacks made on him. Both the armiefe: .
met at Ajnadan. The Muslims with great difficult}:
won the field. Heraclius fled to Antioch andn il &
victorious General marched on - Damascus and laii]

siege to 1it.-

1
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The news of the victory at ‘Ajnadan reached ]u§
at the fime when Abu Bakr was confined to beg}:
When the disease took a serious turn he sent for ‘.h :;
prominent Muslims and consulted them regardin
suitable successor to the Khilafat. All eyes turned-
'Umar. He first consulted Abdur Rahman bin A :
and Uthman and asked the opinions of other 1mpp‘ ¢
tant Muslims. They supported 'Umar for the exalfecti
office. After a fortnight’s illness Abu Bakr dled 'or ;

r
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;esday, the 22nd Jamadi If, 13 AH./23rd August,
4 AD. | |

timate of Abu Bakr

~ Abu Bakr took the office of Khilafal at the most

itical and crucial moment of Islamic histery. Dis-

ity among the Mushms, rising of the false prophets

d rebellions in the peninsula threatened the exist-
nee-of the infant Slate of Islam and disturbed {he

»ace of the empire. He brought unity among the
uslims, crushed the power of the false prophets and

1t an end to rebellions at home and vanquished the _
waders abroad. He thus laid secure the foundation Sf’i“"“f of
f Islam. In consideration of the difficulties arising dstam
ut of the death of the Prophet and the services
sndered by him to the cause of Islam at that criti-

a1 moment, Abu Bakr may rightly be called the

aviour of Islam. He not only saved Islam from dis-
uption but *“made 1t 2 world-religion by diverting

he attention of the warring tribes from internal con-

lict to conquest and glory i
£ the Byzantine Empire”. His calm judgement and

wick sagacity coupled with a gentle and compas-
jonate heart, were of incalculable service to the

iaith of Islam.

Abu -Bakr was the constant companion of our
oloved Prophet. He followed the faith of Mulani-

ad (Sm.) in the teeinh O “ler opposition and was
ready to undergo any sort ol Trougie and hardsiugp

or the cause ol lsiam. o secret. of his strengt
‘was his a1t 'h Munammad (Sm.). “Call me not the gun in
Khalifah of the Lord”, says Abu BaKFT—<F-mrBut 1€  Muham-

Rhalifah of the Prophet ol the 1O - It was Abu mad (Sm.)
Bakr who Tirst tried 10 €O lect ihe verses of the Holy
‘Quran into one volume. Tt was he who placed all his
: wealth at the disposal of the Nation. He had a very
»sympathetic heart for the poor and the needy:. In
:f__order to help the distressed and relieve the destitute,
ihe used to walk in the strect at night. But at the
ﬁ?same time ‘he was armed with an iron determination
Jiand an unshakable belief in his faith.’ He devoted

?%;:his energy to the administration of the new born

W

;!-.‘ :

.
‘i? .
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State and to the good of his subjects. His unswerw{::
ing adherence to the new faith, his fidelity to thd}i
principles of Islam and his simplicity of life werdf -
the chief features of his character. He was the trudj.
embodiment of the spirit of Islam. Diligent, wisef -
tactful and impartial, Abu Bakr occupied a uniquel]
place in the history of Islam. Thus it can be saidl}
that “his reign was short, but after Muhammad AL
(Sm.) himself there is none to whom the Faith ig
more beholden”.* |

Beyrt!
] [.
¥4

®Sir W. Muir, The Caliphate, Its Rise, Decline and Fall,

= f
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(13—24 AH./634—644 AD)

"Jmar was born in 513 AD.in a distinguished
yuraysh family of the Addiya clan. Abu Hafs was
is surname, while he_ received the title of Faruq
fter his acceptance of Islam. In his boyhood he was
. famous wrestler and orator. He was ore of the
ew people who during the advent of Islam knew
.eading and wriling. Business was his chief occu-
sation. He was an arch enemy of the Prophet be-

fore embracing Islam. Inspired by Abu Sufyan,
sne day he was going to cut off the head of Muham-

Ehthem and wanted to punish them, but the sweet
~ words of the Holy Quran which they recited to him
> goftened his mind. Being imbued with the new spi-
= ritual thought, he ran hurriedly to the Prophet and
embraced Islam in the sixth year of the Call. His
conversion to Islam was of immense value to Mu-
ammad (Sm.) and his mission.

‘His services to Islam before his accession

| During the first emigration to Abyssinia, which
took place before his conversion, 'Umar could not
‘play any part; but on the occasion of the flight to
. Madinah he accompanied 2 band of twenty to Ma-
' dinah and helped the Prophet there both in fortune
“and adversity. He took part in the battles of Badr
. and Uhud. In the battle of thé Ditch when the

};-:also oresent at the Treaty of Hudaybiah. He was
' not willing to accept this treaty as il seemed to

Enmity to
Muham-
mad (Sm.)

Conversion
to Islam
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lims. But at last 'Umar had to submit to the will:
the Prophet who consoled him with a divine il
sage. Iie also participated in the battle of Khayi#i
In the eighth year of the Hijrah he took part in.{ P
march on Makkah. He kept the ground when !
Muslims army took to flight from the battl y
Hunayn. ’'Umar placed half of his life-long s
ings at the disposal of the Prophet on the occas K ¢
of the Tabuq expedition as contribution towards 1 o
war fund. After the demise of the Prophet he {f *.
companied Abu Bakr to the council hall where {§%*
people of Madinah had assembled to select théd#’.
leader. When the decision was arrived at, he w§#’"
the first to swear allegiance to Abu Bakr ailf,®
throughout his reign he was a constant friend §si°.
Abu Bakr in weal and woe. _ B

‘After the death of Abu Bakr, "Umar took ¢!

!
1‘ [
¥

L
5

E:'
reins of government in his own hand and pursuy ‘-"-"'?at
the frontier policy of his predecessor with his chf j
racteristic.zeal and vigour. Within a short perid,.:
he brought the mighty empires of Persia and Ron’, "

-t

under the banner of Islam. |

Before entering into the details of conquest, w}y .
should discuss the causes which brought the Mus o
lims into conflict with the Persians and ultimatel s
led them to the conquest of Persia. The animog] -
ties between the Muslims and the Persians bega ;;
to. grow due o several reasons. _ ;‘c 5

O

Causes of the conquest of Persia. The Persian):
never cherished in, their hearts the good of the Mus}
lims and that was why they left no stone unturné
to crush Islam in its bud. When the Prophet: o
Islam sent an envoy to the court of Persia, the Per
sian king, Chosroes II, known in Persian history:a

Khushraw Parwiz, insulted the envoy and therebsy 5:

1 WL

B

Expansion of Islam under 'Umar ' R g
T

¥

incurred the displeasure of the Muslims. The en t

bellion of Bahrayn during the time of Abu B S E
when they helped the enemy of the Muslims. Thusj,
the Persians proved dangerous to the State and thg}

Muslims had to be cautious against them. - (s}

mity. of the Persians is further revedled in the & i
{

R 1w
r' _".1'
|
e i g
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From the geograp ical poiht of view Iraqg, a pro-
' v formed the natur-

nce of the then Persian empic,
' ' 1 25 essential to the Geographical

ho lived on the positon and
inn  border conflict

efence of Islam,
ake up sword against
important in

The economic factor was not less
land of im- .

ociding the fate of Persia. Iragq 1s 2
of the Euphrates and

nense wealth due to the flow
urface of the province. Being |
Economic

he Tigris over the s
, barren land, Arabia depended on the province of - iy

(raq for her trade. Butt

Islamised Arabia 10 carry
the economic necessity drove the Muslims to come

'During the Khilafat of

Abu Bakr, the Muslims under Muthanna and Kha-

lid bin Walid conquered a part of the Sasanid Per-
' i Kingdom of Hira. At the

Persians became furious and they i re-
it frﬂm the hands Gf the cﬁnqu:[cd

Muslims. The Persian King sent Rustam, a famous
General with a large army. Khalid bin Walid had
already left for Syria and so Muthanna was left
.Jone in the Persian srontier. In view of the grow-
ing pressure of the Persians Muthanna appealed to
‘the new Khalifah for reinforcements, "Umar sent
an army towards Persia under the command of Abu

‘Ubayda. A battle took place at a place called
., Namarraa in which the Persians were defeated and

" Hira was re-conquered.

! Battle of Jasr. The defeat of the - Persians in
" the battle of Namarraq enkindled their national

$ TR .
¥ pride. They again met the Muslims on the other
h bank of the Euphrales under the command of Bah-

an. Abu Ubayda, against the advice of Muthanna, Mudims

] :
. ecrossed the nver and gave battle to the Persians.

-

I .
4 The Muslims fell one after another till 3,000 re-
11;.; mained out of an army of 9.000. Abu Ubayda lost

Battle of Namarraq.

Joss of Hira the
were irying to recover

-

.;'

Defeat of the
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his life in the struggle. This battle is gene iWf
known in the history as the battle of Jasr or E"}F:C
Bridge. | e

R .
Battle of Buwaib, 'Umar was mortified at:_' ‘;5)3
news of this disaster and began to raise a fresh I fﬁ}
for the sake of nafional prestige, Many Muslf§’"
and Christians responded to his call and ralff (¢
round the standard of Islam. Both the armies | Wy ¥
at a place nanied Buwaib, a few miles irom Kif* io
The Persians were defeated after a hard cont ‘fbde
and began to fiee in utter confusion. But findingg: . 1
other way, they returned to the charge and perisk v

in large number on the field. Their leader, Mahxg 5
was slain in this battle, L E

the crushing defeat inflicted on them in f "”5
ficld of Buwaib and now they began tfo prep‘fj_,_;
themselves against the Muslims, When 'Umar w§*";
apprised of this he declared Jihad all over the lar§®:

Sa'd bin Abi Waqqas was chosen for the chief coijj ‘3"’":,'

mapnd_as Mithanna was no _more in this land i s

living. He was sent with insfructions fo encarj.
aTQadisiya ‘and to send envoys to the court of Pe i
sia with the message of Islam before opening hd."
tilities. Accordingly, envoys were sent to the cou}
of Persia with the message of Islam but the Pe ;
sian king Yazdigard insulted the envoys and turzig}™
them out of the court. This ill-treatment from % =
Persian king hastened the war. The Perslan te}®
diers were sent against the Muslims under the cornj*
mand of their greatest hero Rustam who was aske

at the outset to accept Islam and conclude a~tr§a$

with the Muslims. Rustam boastfully refused

comply with their request and wanted to smash {ﬂi

whole of Arabia to pieces. The following day‘ ’;h
Persian army advanced and Sa'd being unwell direj :
ied the operations from his sick-bed. The ba}}l :
that followed :at Qadisiya was hotly contested.~1j:
lasted for three days. Though the Persians foughj:
gallantly, yet they were defeated and their fam fug
General Rustam was killed while he was runnmj’

away from the battle field. B ¢

g
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" With the death of Rustam the Persian troops

ook to flight. The battle of Qadisiya was a deci- Results of the
sve one in the history of Islam as well as of the batde of
world. It comp! tely broke down the strength of Qadisiya
Persia and secured for Islam a footing ground in

Capture of Madain. After a few months, Sa'd
with the permission of the Xhalifah, marched
against the capital Madain and occupied it. Thus the
whole of the territory between the Euphrates and
the Tigris came under the possession of the Muslims.

Battle of Jalula. The Persian king took refuge
in Hulwan, about a hundred miles to the north of
Madain. He once more ordered the Persian forces
4o advance and a part of his army occupied Jalula.
Sa'd with the Khalifah's permission sent a strong
army under Qaka to meet the Persians. The slege
continued for eight days when the Persians were
defeated. Hulwan was captured and the Muslims
strongly garrisoned the place.

) After this a peace was concluded with the Per-
| <ians and no fighting took place for a few monti.
!’But the Persians broke the treaty in 038 AD. and
the Muslims were compelled to wage war against The whole
them. The last great battle was fought in 642 A.D, of Peoin

ot Nihawand in which the Persians were defeated conquered

{_ and their power was completely shattered. The great
army of Yazdigard was smashed to pieces. Yazdi-

. gard fied to Ispahan then to Kirman and from there

. {0 Balkh. Thus the whole of Persia came under the

.. sway of Islam,

.. Causcs of hostility with the Byzantines. The
1, relation between the Muslims and the Byzantine
& Empire (the Fastern Roman Empire consisting of
{ - Syria, Palestine and Egypt was called the Byzantine g ..

A Empire) was very cordial at the dawn of Islam. dfu:lz? the
e When the Muslim envoy was sent to the court of tme of.

M the Roman emperor, Heraclius, during the life-time the Prophety.
1 of the Prophet, he received the envoy- with great

honour. But afterwards the relation began to cool

V.
Moz

fui.
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down. The Christian prince of Banu Ghassamf§;
Syria murdered the envoy of the Prophet at Mu'§i?.
while he was going to the prince of Basrah. 'a’fi‘
Syrian expedition was underfaken in order! i‘" y d,;..
avenge the murder of the Muslim envoy. Thus §
hostility between the Muslims and the Byzant
began to increase. R
During the time of Abu Bakr the relatmn A .- ﬂ
was not improved due to certain reasons, Hej =C ¥
clius, the Roman emperor, incurred the displeasit 34
of the Khalifah by instigating the Bedouins agai} -"'e
the Muslims, And the result was the baltle of:.
nadan. L
Just after the demise of the Prophet the AXy ’»‘
tribes who lived on the border of Syria and Palest}
used to help their kinsmen in Arabia. Their i} f..:"
quent raids on the Muslim territory obrought i f
mense trouble and misery to the people of Ara -

.i-

~ As a result, the relation between the Musllms a §i

the Byzantmes became straitened. G

]
_*. .

‘|

- There were other causes which widened s
gulf of relationship. Arabia is a land of desq .
and hence the inhabitants of this place had to s _._"".,
their forlune outside Arabia. On the other hai}”

the Byzantine Empire was famous for its richneg -
and better liying and so the Muslims, in order*f 3y -
solve their economic problem, turned their e}’
towards the Byzantine Empire. Besides, the s i )
gic position of the Byzantine Empire was such.
it was necessary for the safety and defence of j
lJam. All these brought the Muslims into conflif -
with the Byzantine Empire. But in spite of this t‘!
relation of the Muslims with the Romans was: 1
always uncordial. After the defeat of the ROmai
in the field of Yarmuk, the relationship began :
resume. When Jerusalem was besieged, the mhag :
tants of this place made a treaty with the Khalife f
By the Treaty of Jerusalem old relationship ki‘ 3‘&
restored. After that, the relationship between, tr§s
Muscli'ns -and the Byzantmes was one of cons
hon ilitv. But as soon as the Muslims conquered:
cotary they adopted a policy of concﬂ.lat{

1

r

--I
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hen the Byzantine Empire came under the sway 3

- Islam, they not only made friendship with the %{‘Eﬂmﬂr}'
nquered people but also made every effort to im- 0y ré
ove their conditios. The Byzantines were treat- )pims

| with kindness and justice, and they had never

joyed such a period of peace and tranquillity as

der the Muslims.

Conquest of Syria. When Abu Bakr was in his |
ath-bed, the Muslims had defeated the Romans Capture of
\ the Syrian frontier. After that, Khalid bin E‘::i‘:s‘fifd
alid annexed Damascus, Ardan and Hims one 5.,
ter another to the empire of Islam.

At the fall of these three important cities, the
oman emperor, Heraclius became furious and sent
vast army against the Muslims. The Mushm
my rallied at Yarmuk under the leadership of
bu Ubayda. They first wanted to avoid war but
-was thrusted upon them by the Romans. In the
ittle of Yarmuk, which took place in July, 634
.D. the Romans were defeated, and all the Synan
wns surrendered one by one. When the emperor
eraclius heard of this discomfiture, he left for
onstantinople.

Battle of
Yarmuk

The battle of Yarmuk was a turning point in the

tory of Syria. In this battle the power of the

mans was curbed and crushed. Some of the peo-

e joined the faith of Islam, but those who refused ﬁ““g"lﬁf

| join were asked to pay Jizya. Peace was conclu- o 1:n:uk
d with those who neither embraced Islam nor
1id any Jizya on condition that, if necessary, they
~ould fight for the Muslims. '

. Capitulation of Jerusalem. After the fall of
-armuk the Muslims laid siege to Jerusalem. The
:20ple of Jerusalem offered to capitulate on condi-
;on that the Khalifah should come in person and
.gn the treaty. 'Umar in consultation with the pro-
:inent members responded to their request. The
‘eaty was drawn and signed by the Khalifah. The
“eaty “gave the inhabitants full protection of life, .
,f property, of churches and of crosses. Their chur-

tres shall not be used as dwelling houses nor shall

Treaty of
Jerusalem

, .
TP . LI, B - - a—
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they be dismantled nor shall their compounds iz
in any way damaged. Islam will not be forced y $
therm nor shall they be in any way molested. Tigy
people of Jerusalem shall pay the Jizya as the pdgd >
ple of other towns do. They must turn out tf-ff...
Greeks but whoever of the Greeks leave the towgfig I’y
his life and property shall be protected till . J%.0 ":’,,
should rcach a place of safety. And whoever shoujgds *
wish to go away with the Greeks, their life and priffy £

perty, churches and crosses, shall be protected. Tise |
terms of the treaty will be observed' even by t¢§

» " | ! . .!:I! :
next generation'. o

4

| PR

Conquest of Jazira. In 17 AH./638 A.D. the R ",
man empéror made another attempt to regain Syr! ?
at the instigation of the people of Jazira. ri -
Arabs did not want territorial extension but thep“
were fighting for the protection of Arabia. Whef¥.,
this object was achieved, they stopped fighting*"
But the enemies would not let them rest. The ped®
ple of Jazira took the field and opened the gates ¢ ..
war to the invaders. The Muslim force under thj .
leadership of Abu Ubayda fell upon the enemig” "
and the enemies were once more routed. Thus thy*"

whole of Svria was conquered by the Muslims, °F

r _""*;
- # -
1

o A

Khalid bin Walid o o
It would not be out of place to dwell upon ufé E{

portant matters regarding the services of Khalif..

bin Walid and his subsequent removal from t!fi. -

command. Bold, fierce, dashing and couragegd

Khalid occupies a unique position in the history df

heroism. During the battle of Uhud he fought ¢

Services of the side of the Quraysh and d_efeated the Muslim
s e for the first time. On becoming Muzlim, Khal
Walid devoted his whole life to the cause of Islam. ‘H}
saved the Muslim army in the baitle of 1Mutah froxny:

the impending disaster and brought glory to Islar{y

It was under his leadership that the Muslims wenls

able to restore:peace in the peninsula Ly suppressie

ing the f[alse prophets. The glory cf the conques ¥
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of Iraq and Syria was also due to Khalid bin W3n
For bravery and courage he is kncwn in the histJrifs
of Islam as the “Sword of Allah”, 2 Vap
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. The man who has done so much for Islam was
moved from the command in 17 AH. by 'Umar L.
“is said that Khalid gave an zaward of 10,000
nars to a poet. 'Umar disliked this extravagance
d asked for an explanation which vras refuscd
s Khalid. Khalid had giveu the money out of his
vn purse. There were some other reasons for his
.moval. Khalid had been very severe on the battle-
»lds against the enemies. 'Umar did not like this
d he found in Abu Ubayda a man of mild dispo- Removal
tion. Reparding the removal of Khalid from from ‘h:l
ower W. Muir says, “He (Umar) had deposed ™M
‘halid from his government, nol because of tyran-
y ‘or fraud, but because he deeined it needful to
amove stumbling block out of the way of the peo-
le, who were tempted to.put their trust in an arm
f flesh instead of looking alone to the Giver of all
lictory”. However, the removal of Khalid bin
Valid shows that every Muslim whatever rank he
ccupies is liable to answer for his own conduct.

§ In the same year of the Hijrah, northern Arabia
= nd Syria were visited by a severe famine and pes-

-

~ lence in which many of the hest and prominent
. « aw . .

S nen fell victim to epidemic. Umar personally riuwine i
ame to Syria for the relief of tne distressed peo- and pestilence
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Ee. He worked like a common labourer during this
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