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of the text. The Rihan-i-Nastalig used as the name of this treatise is one
of these chronograms., The text ends with the words—gqad fam mam tre ha (T have
just finished it) and this also constitutes another chronogram. ‘There are certain
reasons to believe that this MS. might be the original MS. the one actually
written by the author himself. It deals mostly with Persia up to the period
of Sultan Shah Tahmasap [. Prof. H. M. Shairani deserves my very sincere

gratitude for helping me to solve certain obscurities in the text. In view of its
great nnportance this effort has been made to publish it.

Poona, june 1941. M. A CHAGHATAL
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The Persian text, published here for the first tme under the title of
Rilan-i-Nasta'liq belongs to the DBodleian ILabrary, Qxford. it had been mixed
up with MS. Elliot 295, and particularly the folios 75-81 bearing the title
Risala dar Ilm-i-Khat (A treatise on the Art of Caligraphy), have in conse-
quence escaped from the notice of the cataloguer. In October 1932, [, noticing
its great value in the domain of Islamic Culture dealing as it does with the

technique, the history, and with the experts in caligraphy, immediately acquired

their photostat copies. I had been waiting all these years for another M5, of the
same with a view to collate it for publication, but unfortunately my expecta.
tions have not been fulfilled, therefore, the treatice is published here&mm this

unique manuscript of the Bodleian.

Its real author does not mention his name. Only from the contents I

" could gather that he had seen a MS. of the poetical works of Amir INhusran

of Delhi which had been caligraphed by one Alw’d-Din  Muhammad Flirvi.
[t was purchased by A uhammad Ma'sum then in Jaunpur, while the author
waS in Saran with his grand father Maulana Abdulla Farahi who was then
not in a flourishing financial condition to acquire it. After this he maksas n
similar hint about his father who had purchased a M5, of Mulla Jami's

| Subhatu'l-Ahrar for 350 misqals, which, had been caligraphed hy one poet
 caligraphist Sultan Husain Jamshed.

“The writer of the MS. has spread its
margin which in reality forms one whole. Sev

989 A. H. (1581 A. D.) as the year of its compilati
end (p. 28) instead of on page 20 simply with a Ay lea‘a“n ct the nrder

Martat.com




Martat.com



-

=
Q
<
~—
=
S
>




-

=
Q
<
~—
=
S
>




