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(11 "Who is better than Allah for judgement to a
people who have certainty (in their belief)".
(17).

(111} "Who so judgeth not by that which Allah
ed. such are disbelievers”. (18)

hus revea

tv) "Who so gudgeth not by that which Allah
has revealed. such are wreng doers”. (19)

%3 Who so judgeth not by that which Allah has
revealed. such are unbelievers”, (20)

inally we have been asked 10 preach the Qur'an

and to spread s message and teachings:-

(1) YO messenger of Allah : Make known that
which hath been revealed unto thee from thy
Fovaked™ 12

s, to sumy up. our duly wowards the Qur'an s to
ek and recite and histen o its recrtal, to know and
widerstand s contents, o tollow its wachings, o
cidoree s s and ast but non the least to preach
s messaee o hunnty whieh really needs it today

e than evaer

Relerences

VX uzsninnnl 1739004
L4 L STT  1
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chastisement comes on you suddenly when
ve know not". (11)

(iii) "And when We read it. follow thou the
reading”. (12)

(iv)  "And follow that which is revealed unto thee
from thy Lord". (13)

(V) "Hold fast that which We have given you
and remember that which is therein”, (14)

(vi)  "So hold thou fast to that which 1s revealed
to thee. Lo! Thou art on a right path". (15).

4. It is also our duty, as Muslims. to make all our
decisions and judgements according to the Qurian.
All disputes should be settled. and cases decided. on
the authority of the Qur'anic Law. The Qur'an has
given us civil as well as penal laws, which should
be enforced when Muslims are at the helm of affairs
in a state. Indeed it is the only way of administering
the justice, and deviation from the Qur'anic Laws 1s
defiance of the Divine Law, which leads to mjustice
and amounts to disbelief and infidelity. A study ol
the following verses brings home this point:-

(1) "So judge between them by that which Allah
has revealed and follow not their desires but
beware of them, lest they seduce you lrom
some part of that which Allah has revealed
unto thee". (16).

Marfat.cor



step towards the performance of our next duty
lowards the OQur'an. In the next stage. the Qur'an
asks us to ponder over its verses. 1o meditate on its
mcanings. and to try o have a sound understanding

of its contents. The following verses emphasise the
oL

(1} Y This is) a Scripture that we have revealed
Loy vou full of blessing. that they may ponder
over s revelations. and  that men  of
understanding may reflect”, (7)

(i) WL they then not meditate on the Qur'an
or are there locks on the hearts?"  (R).

180} “Have they not pondered the Word?" (9).

Soowe should! not only, be able 1o read the Qur'an

correctly. but also should try o understand 1t

s pondering and meditation on the Quran does
tot ancan merely o mental pleasure. Next we are
CHLOTHC e o fadlony the {:HI]"L!H. We o should
trcacd the path nd down by the Quiean and submit
oot orders and impunctions in day oo day hife, We
ool subpagate and  surrender ourselves

NRGTTRIS B to the O iome commanmdments.

I Chetlowy that which s sent doswn unte vou
trame vour Tord, and tollow no protecting

Iriends beside Thm" . (1)

(111 A tollow the best fpudanee) which s

oy s o Troan voar | ord, betore the

I-"~I.'.|[|.'~

Marfat.com



M —— —————

e

2.

larfat.com

(vi)  "And say 1 am commanded to be of those
who surrender (unto Him) and to recite the
Qur'an”. (4)

(V) "And (it is) a Qur'an that we have divided
(into distinct parts). so that you may recite 1t
to mankind at intervals. and we have
revealed it by stages (or in portions)". (5)

(vi)  "And when the Qur'an 1s recifed, give ear to
it and Pay heed. that ye may obtain mercy."
(6)
As a result of such injunctions, the Qur'an has been.
and 1s the most widely read book of the world. It 1s
read and recited even by millions of such people
who do not understand 1t and who. perhaps, cannot
even read or write their own mother tongue! but
they recite the Qur'an with such an accurate
punctuation, as if they understand every word of it.
Every Muslim child is made, and should be made,
to learn the recitation of the Qur'anic text. Learning
the Qur'an at an early stage helps the child a lot in
acquiring the correct Qur'anic pronunciation. Some
good Muslims go a step further. and persuade their
children, or at least some of them. to memorize the
Qur'an. This practice of memorizing the whole of
the Qur'anic text is, not only, a wonderful system
for the preservation of the Qur'anic text, but is also
a very effective measure to ensure the correct
reading of & Qur'an, with correct pronunciation
and correct punctuation.

Reading and reciting of the Qur'an, though very
important, is not an end itself. It is the preliminary
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apportunity 1o ponder over the fact that. slowly but
continuously we have been drifling away from the Qur'an
tor o period of 14 centurics. It is a good omen that the
Muslims. cvery where, have begun to remember that the
panacea tor all their ills lies in going back to tha Qur'an,
W should, therelore, devise means and measures to {il) up
this gap of the negligenee of 1400 vears, and to speed up
vur march towards the Qur'an to make up the losses.

For this purpose we should. in the first instance.
know what duty we owe o the Qur'an itself. We. the
Mushims, accept the Quran as the Word of Allah. This
belieh moatsellis sutficient w signify the importance of the
Qurian for us, It means that every word of the Book is to be
lahen very seriously. [t is not just a rare relic, o be kepf in
sorme muscum under lock and kev. It is a book which itself

Ylavs down the duties of the believers towards itself. Let us
sees e the hight ol the Qur'an itselt. what these duties are?

l st of all. the Qurtan enjoins upon us.  the
belicvers, when 1o read"it (the Qurtan) agam and

apamn, and oo listen to it being recited. The

lalfowing verses elearly Tay down this duty:-

|1 SAnd chant the Qur'an in measure." (1)
L) SAnd gestabhish the recital (ol the Qur'an) at
dinvn T o! 1he vecital of the Qur'an at dawn

s ever willnessed” 12
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OUR DUTY TOWARDS THE QUR'AN

This (Hijri) year the Muslim world is celebrating
the 1400"™ anniversary of the Revelation of the Qurian
(Nuzul-ul-Qur'an). Seminars, conferences and meetings are
being held, " useful literature and special issues of
newspapers are being published to propagate the message
of the Qur'an.

In fact. celebragion of the Nuzul-ul-Quran
Anniversary is not a new idea. We, the Muslims, celebrate
it annually in the month of Ramadan, the month during
which the first revelation of the Qur'an came to the Holy
Prophet. During the month of Ramadan we come nearer 10
the Qur'an, nearer to its letter as well as its spirit. We spend
our days in fasting. This is the best preparation for
imbibing the spirit of the Qur'anic teachings. During nights
the Qur'an is recited and listened to in Tarawih prayers.
Thus having refreshed our knowledge and understanding of
the Qur'an, we celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr, in commemoration of
the revelation of the Book of Allah.

The idea of celebrating the 1400" anniversary of
Nuzul-ul-Qur'an does not add anything new to the
importance of the Qur'an. The Qur'an is as important and
great a book today as it was a thousand years ago. and as 1
will be a thousand years hereafter. However, there are, al
least, two points of significance about these celebrations.
Firstly, the Qur'an is the only revealed book whose original
text has remained pure and safe from additions or
omissions, whatsoever, for such a long period. Secondly.
we Muslims, should take this ceremonial celebration as an
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Mere imagination and idle talk does not matter any thing
if one's actions and deeds do not conform to his sayings and
utterance.

4. Another verse of the Qur'an describes the habits as
definmtely punishable.

"Think not that those who exalt in what they have
done, and love to be praised for what they have not
done think not, they are in safety from the doom. a
painful doom is theirs." (4)

5. The Qur'an, in unequivocal terms, enjoins upon its
followers that their word and deed must always go
together.

'O ye who believe! Why say ye that which ye do
not (practise)? It is most hateful in the sight of Allah
that ye say that which ye do not (practise). (5)

The world has had much of ideal talking and ideal
thinking. It is the ideal action and deed which we lack so
miserably, which the humanity needs so badly. which the
Holy Qur'an emphasizes upon so vehemently. and which
the Muslims must comply with earnestly and sincerelv. We
the followers of Islam, should not therefore. merely Ltlk

about. but should, in all earnestness. try to tread the path of
truth in the light of Islam.
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1. It s to be noted that hypoeracy 1e.. willul double
facedness or maliciously planned  dichotomy. 1s
nothing but mere disbelief rather the worst part of it
About the people mvolved in this vice the Quran
savs: "Lo! the hypocerites (will be) surely n the
lowest depths of the lire, and thou wilt find no
helper for them.” (1),

he Qur'an. while discussing the debased characte
ol the Jews. points out that this evil Le. dichotomy
of word and deed was common among them, In an
adress to Jews Ui Quran says:

"o ve enjoin righteousness upon mankind. while
ve voursell forget (o practice it), and ye are readers

ol the seripture. Have ve then no sense?” (2)

Moo doubt, the verse condemns this debasement in
Character. ol whichs the Jewish morals, in those days. were
cne exaimple and llustraton, Fgually condemned are all
Do whe ney acquire this it and to whom this verse

1T41% .|1'-]"|'1

Commenting on the evil and unhealthy aspeets of
poctey. the Quran deseribes the poets as persons,
who pracheally do not mean what they say or
perbuaps they say what they do not mean.

"o for the peots, it s those straying i vil who
todlone them. Hast thou not seen how they stray
coers vallev, and that they say that which they do
ol (prachisel. eseept those who helieve and do

aoodd warks and remember Allah muoeh,” ()




MORAL EXCELLENCE

One of the main points, which the Iolv Quran
emphasizes, is the development of human personality on
the basis of a very strong and sound moral character. The
Quranic injunctions and prohibitions. primarily. aim at
raising the standard of righteousness in its followers.
According to the Qur'an. the bedrock of all good character
is Tagwa (piety or self-discipline through fear of God).
With this basis, the Qur’an further explains all the "dos"
and "do'nts", which are to be carefully observed for
achieving a high standard of moral perfection and strong
character. Here we are gomg to discuss one of the
important "do'nts" of the Qur'an.

The Holy Quran asks its followers. emphatically
and in very explicit terms, to avoid dichotomy in conduct
and behaviour. There should be no duality in word and
deed, no discrepancy in thought and action no division of
private and public life. It is the action. and not mere "acting
" that counts and weighs. Unfortunately, dichotomy. the
canker of character and the worst enemy  of  moral
excellence, has become a rule of the day in our present
society. At every level of human behaviour, from the
individual level to the international one. dichotomy is being
adopted widely as a measure of wisdom and polity. It is the
bitter experience of this vice all around us which makes one
think that perhaps all the loud talk about moral clevation is
nothing but a fallacy or a farce.

Now let us see how the Holy Qur'an has viewed this
human weakness. This forms one of the vital aspects of the
Qur'anic teachings about ideal moral character.
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