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The God of the Bible is National God

The God of the Bible is a National God of [srael as
the Bible talks not of God but of the God of Israel.

“And David said to Abigail, Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meei me.”’

(I Samuel 25:32)

“And also thus said the king, Blessed be the Lord
God of Israel, which hath given one to sit on my throne this
day, mine eyes even seeing it.”” (I Kings 1:48)

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel forever and ever.
And all the people said, Amen, and praised the Lord.”

(I Chronicles 16:30)

“And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of [srael,
who hath with His hands fulfilled that which He spoke with
his mouth to my Father David, saying.......""

(II Chronicles 6:4)

“God the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous
things.”” (Psalms 72:18)

Jesus regarded himself as a teacher for the
Israelites. If others approached him, he would send them
away. In Matthew we read:

“Then Jesus went hence, and departed into the
coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And, behold, a woman of Canaan
came out of the same coasts and cried unto Him, saying,
Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David; my
daughter is vexed grievously with a devil. But he answered
her not a word. And His disciples came and besought him,
saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. But he
answered and said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of
the house of Israel. Then came she and knelt before him,
saying Lord, help me. But he said, it is not right to take the
children’s bread, and cast it to dogs.”

(Matthew 15:21-20)

The Prophets of the Old Testament only addressed
their teachings to the sons of Israel.
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From this, 1t 1s clear that Matthew 28:19 requires
Christian preachers to establish Christianity in the towns of
Israel and not merely to visit those towns. It is made quite
clear that this duty of preaching to the Israelites will not be
over until his Second Coming. In preaching to others, while
the Second Coming of Jesus had yet to take place, Christian
preachers are acting against the teaching of Jesus.

On the other hand, the Holy Prophet Muhammad
peace and blessings be upon him form the very beginning

of his ministry addressed himself to all mankind. It is the
Holy Prophet who declared:

| Say: O mankind: truly I am a Messenger to you all
from Allah. (Al-Qur’an 7:158)

We have not sent thee (Muhammad) but as a mercy
to all nations. (Al-Qur’an 21:107)
The revelation of the Qur’an, therefore, was meant to
remove those differences and divisions which existed

between religion and religion and between people and
people and which had first arisen out of the inevitable
hmitations of earlier teachings. If the Qur’an had not come,
these divisions would have endured. The world would
never have known that it had but One Creator, nor would it
have realized that its creation had one large purpose in
view. Differences between religions prior to Islam seem to
require rather than to resist the coming of a teaching which
should unite them all.

Christianity believes that the Israelites are a chosen
people and that God has sent His revelations and prophets
to them alone. The Christians accept only the Israelite
Prophets: all others they consider to be impostors. But

[slam says that it" would be a denial of the universal

providence of God to assert that Prophets were raised only
In one nation.
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But to argue from this that Jesus had commanded
his followers to take his message to people other than Isracl
is not correct. It means only this that the {ollowers of Jesus
were commanded by him to preach his message to all tribes
of Israel and not to all nations and people as such. Jesus
speaks 1n clear terms:

“Verily I say unto you, that ye which have followed
me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the
throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”™

(Matthew 19:28)

“T am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
of Israel. It is not right to take the children’s bread, and to
cast it to dogs.”” (Matthew 15:20)

Again we read:

“These twelve Jesus sent forth and commanded
them, saying, go not into the way of the Gentiles and nto
any city of the Samaritans enter ye not; but go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

(Matthew10:5-0)

Nobody should imagine that the idea here 1s that
Christian preachers should first go to Israelite towns, then
to others. For, to go to the lost sheep of Israel does not
mean only to visit their towns, but to convert them to
Christianity. The idea, therefore, is that until the Israelites
have become Christian, no attention is to be paid to the
others. Jesus makes it quite clear that the task of preaching
to the Israelites and converting them will not be completed
until his second coming,

Thus we read:

“But when they persecute you in this city, tlee ye
into another; of verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have
gone over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come.”
(Matthew 10:23)
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Holy Prophet Muhammad peace and biessings be upon him
to represent the essential message of all the Prophets, shorn
? of all that was a temporary or limited nature and purged of
all the later accretions and misinterpretations. He
amalgamated the religions and traditions of different
’ nations into a single universal faith and culture and united
o the peoples of all the races and lands into a single world-

l | wide brotherhood. 1
In considering the proposition whether Jesus is a
‘ Universal teacher or as an alternative whether Christianity

is a Universal religion, the reader must bear in mind the
facts disclosed in the Bible itsell.
Jesus says:

“Think not that 1 come to destroy the law, or the
Prophets. I am not come to destroy but to fulfill. For, verily
[ say unto you, till heaven and earth pass one jot or one title
shall in no way pass from the law, till all be
fulfilled.”’(Matthew 5:17-18)

What Moses and the earlier Prophets have taught in
this respect forms part of the history of the religions of the
world but Jesus himsélf had no such plan to change the
history of the world. The question to ask is what was the
intention of Jesus himself? What was the design of God
Who sent Jesus? This, nobody can express better than Jesus
himself and Jesus said clearly:

“T am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house
: of Israel.”” (Matthew 15:24)

“For the Son of man is come to save that which we
| lost.” (Matthew 18:11) |
A The teachings of Jesus therefore, 1s only for Israel,

not for others. It is said by some Christians that Jesus
exhorted his followers to go the other people:
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost.” (Matthew 28:19)
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6 - Christianity not a
universal religion

Atha; A.D. Apjola
(Bar at Law - Nigeria)

The Chrstianmity of Jesus Christ was not meant 1o be
universal. Though as far as its message and basic tcachings
were concemed, the religion of Jesus was not different
from Islam, vet it did not contain complete guidance for all
aspects of life and for all nations and ages. During the
countless centuries of human history, when the different
races of mankind were living in more or less complete
isolation and there was no quick means of communication
between one nation and another, God was sending different
Prophets to the different nations. Jesus was onc of these
national Prophets. He was the Messiah of the Israelites.

This is what Dr.C.J.Cadoux, an authority n
Christianity writes with regard to the limited or national
scope of Jesus’s mission.

“The office o Messiahship with which Jesus
believed himself to be invesied marked him out for a
distinctly national role: and accordingly we find him more
and less confining his preaching and healing ministry and
that of his disciples to Jewish territory and feeling hesitant
when on one occasion he was asked to heal a Gentile
girl.””!

Each nation having been separately guided to the
truth by the national Prophets. the time was ultimately ripe
in the plan of God to raise the World-Prophet and reveal
through him the Universal Religion. And so, when the
world was on the eve of becoming one, God raised the

' The life of Jesus
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h a later verse in the same chapter. Jesus sand:
"Therefore, say | unto you, The Kingdom of God shall be
taken away from you. and given 1o a nation bringing forth
the fruit thereof" (Matthew 21:43).

That nation of Ishmacl's descendants (the rejected
stone in Matthew 21:42) which was victorious asainst all
super-powers of ils ime as prophesied by Jesus: "And
whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken, but on

whomsoever it shall fall. it will grind him to powder”
(Matthew 21:44).

Out of context coincidence?

[s it possible that the numerous prophecies ciled
here are all individually and combined out of context
misinterpretations? Is the opposite truc, that such
infrequently studied verses fit together consistently and
clearly point to the advent of the man who changed the
course of human history, Prophet Muhammad (pcace bc
upon him). Is it reasonable to conclude that all thesc
prophecies, appearing in different books of the Bible and
spoken by various. Prophets at difterent times werce all

coincidence? If this is so here is another strangc
"comncidence™!

One of the signs of the prophet to come from Paran
(Makkah) is that he will come with "ten thousands of
saints” (Deuteronomy 33:2 KJV). That was the number of
faithful who accompanied Prophet Muhammad to Paran
(Makkah) in his victorious, bloodless retum 10 his

birthplace to destroy the remaining symbols of 1dolatry n
the Ka'bah.
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“The child grew up and was weaned and on the day -

[saac was weaned Abraham held a great feast. But Sarah
saw that the son whom Hagar the Egyptian had bomne to
Abraham was mocking, and she said to Abraham, “Get rid
of that slave woman and her son, for that slave woman’s
son will never share in the inheritance with my son Isaac.

“The matter distressed Abraham greatly because it
concerned his son. But God said to him, “Do not be so
distressed about the boy and your maid-servant. Listen to
whatever Sarah tells you, because it is through Isaac that
your offspring will be reckoned. I will make the son of the
maid servant mto a nation also, because he is your
offspring.” (Genesis 21:8-13)

(Being Hagar a slave woman 1s Biblic hypothesis.
Researchers, particularly Qazi Muhammad Sulaiman,
Salman Mansurpuri, in his great book “"Rahmat ul-ill-
Alamin” has proved that Hagar, Ismaeel’s mother was a
noble lady (some others say she was Pharoah’s (the king)
daughter whom he himself made Sarah’s Servant after his
evil designs about Sarah failed miraculously and he feared
lest a harm should be done to him for his bad thought).

In Matthew 21:19-21, Jesus spoke of the fruitless
fig tree (A Biblical symbol of prophetic heritage) to be
cleared after being given a last chance of three years (the
duration of Jesus' ministry) to give fruit.

“Early in the moming, as he was on his way back to
the city, he was hungry. Seeing a fig-tree by the road, he
went up to it but found nothing on 1t except leaves. Then he
said to it, may you never bear fruit again.”’ Immediately the
tree withered. When the disciples saw this, they were
amazed. “How did the fig-tree wither so quickly?’” They
asked.

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith
and do not doubt not only can you do what was done to the
fig-tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw
yourself into the sea, and it will be done. If you believe,

you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”’ (Mathew
21:18-22)

Martat.com

e o e et e S p Ak -



39

of that Paraclete. In the words of the Dictionary of the
Bible, (Ed. J. Mackenzie) "These items, it must be admitted
do not give an entirely coherent picture.”

Indeed history tells us that many early Christians
understood the Paraclete to be a man and not a spirit. This
might explain the followings who responded to some who
claimed. without meeting the criteria stipulated by Jesus, to
be the awaited "Paraclete”. _

It was Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be
upon him, who was the Paraclete, comforter, helper,
admonisher sent by God after Jesus. He testified of Jesus,
taught new things which could not be borne at Jesus' time,
he spoke what he heard (revelation), he dwells with the
believers (through his well-preserved teachings). Such
teachings will remain forever because he was the last
Messenger of God, the only universal Messenger (o unite
the whole of humanity under God and on the path of
preserved truth. He told of many things to come which
"came to pass” in the minutest detail meeting the criterion
given by Moses to distinguish between the true Prophet and
the false prophets (Deuteronomy 18:22).

“If what a Prophet proclaims in the name of Lord
does not take place or come true, that 1s a message the Lord
has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously.
Do not be afraid of him.”” (Deuteronomy 18:22)

He did reprove the world of sin, of righteousness
and of judgement.
“When he comes, he will convict the world of gutlt

in regard to sin, righteousness and judgement.” (J ohn 106:8-
11)

Was the shift of religious leadership
prophesied?
Following the rejection of the last Israelite Prophet,

Jesus, it was about time that God's promise to make
Ishmael a great nation be fulfilled (Genesis)
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down nearby, about a bow-shot away, for she thought, *'t
cannot watch the boy die.” And as she sat there nearby. she
began to sob.

“God heard the boy crying and the angel of God
called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, “What is the
matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy
crying as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by the

hand for I will make him into a great nation.”” (Genesis 21:.

15-18)

More expiicitly, prophesies Isaiah "For with
stammering l1ps, and another tongue, will he speak to this
people” (Isaiah 28:11).

This later verse correctly describes the "stammering
lips" of Prophet Muhammad reflecting the state of tension
and concentration he went through at the time of revelation.
Another related point 1s that the Qur'an was revealed in
piece-meals over a span of twenty three years. It is
interesting to compare this with Isaiah 28:10 which speaks
of the same thing.

That Prophet- Paraclete- Muhammad

Up to the time of Jesus (peace be upon him), the
[sraclites were still awaiting for that prophet like unto
Moses prophesied in Deuteronomy 13:18. When John the
Baptist came, they asked him if he was Christ and he said
"no". They asked him if he was Elias and he said "no".
Then, in apparent reference to Deuteronomy 18:18, they
asked him "Art thou that frophet” and he answered, "no”.
(John 1:19-21). |

In the Gospel according to John (Chapters 14, 15,
16) Jesus spoke of the "Paraclete” or comforter who will
come after him, who will be sent by Father as another
Paraclete, who will teach new things which the
contemporaries of Jesus could not bear. While the Paraclete
is described as the spirit of truth, (whose meaning resemble
Muhammad's famous title Al-Amin, the trustworthy), he 1s
identified in one verse as the Holy Ghost (John 14:20).
Such a designation is however inconsistent with the profile

- Marfat.com
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hear them during Muhammad's life time and under his
SuUpervision.

Was it a coincidence that the prophet "like unto
Moses" from the "brethren” of the [sraclites (i.e. from the

Ishmaelites) was also described as one 1n whose mouth God

will put his words and that he will speak in the name of
God.

“T will raise up for them a prophet like you {from
among their brothers I will put my words in his mouth and
he will tell them everything I command him. [f anyone
does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks 1n my
name, I myself will call him to account.”’ (Deuteronomy-
18:18, 19)

Was it also a coincidence the "Paraclete" that Jesus
tsretold to come after him was described as one who "shall

not speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that
shall he speak.

“If you love me, you will obey what [ command.
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Counselor to be with you forever the Spirit of Truth”. (John
14:15,16)

“But when he the Spirit of Truth, comes, he will
guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he
will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what 1s
yet to come.” (John 16:13)

Was it another coincidence that Isaiah ties between
the Messenger connected with Keidar and a new song (a
Scripture in a new language) to be sang unto the Lord:

“Sing to the Lord a new song,

his praise from the ends of the earth,

You who go down to the sea, and all that 1s in i,

You islands, and all who live in them.

Let the desert and its towns raise their voices;

Let the settlements where kedar lives rejoice.

Let the people of Selta sing for joy; |

Let them shout form the Mountain tops (Isaiah
42:10,11)

“When the water in the skin was gone, she put the
boy under one of the bushes. Then she went off and sat
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rays flashed from his hand,
where his power was hidden.”’
(Habakkuk 3:3,4)

Indeed the incident of the migration of the Prophet
and his persecuted followers is vividly described in Isaiah
21:13-17.

Similarly the saying of Isaiah supports the afore-
said verse of Habakkuk:-

An oracle concerming Arabia,

You caravans of Dedanites,

who comp in the thickest of Arabia,

bring water for the thirsty;

you who live in Tema,

bring food for the fugitives,

They flee from the sword,

from the drawn sword,

from the bent blow

and from the heat of battle

This 1s what the Lord says to me: “Within one year,
as a servant bound by contract would count it, all the pomp
of keidar will come to an end. The survivor, of the
bowmen, the warriors of Keidar,

That section foretold as well about the battle of
Badr in which the few ill-armed faithful miraculously
defeated the "mighty" men of Ke'dar, who sought to
destroy Islam and intimidate their own folks who had
turned to Islam.

The Qur'an foretold in the Bible?

For twenty-three years, God's words (the Qur'an)
were truly put into Muhammad's mouth. He was not the
"author" of the Qur'an. The Qur'an was dictated to him by
angel Gabriel who asked Muhammad to simply repeat the
words of the Qur'an as he heard them. These words were
‘then committed to memory and to writing by those who

- Marfat.com
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Indeed the King James version of the Bible
mentions the pilgrims passing through the valley of Ba'ca
(another name of Makkah) in Psalms 84:4-0.

(Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they
are ever praising you. Blessed are those whose strength 1s
in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. As they
pass through the Valley of Baca™.)

Beloved of God

[saiah 42:1-13 speaks of the beloved of God. His
elect and Messenger who will bring down a law to be
awaited in the isles and who "shall not faill nor be
discouraged till he have set judgement on earth.” Verse 11,
connects that awaited one with the descendants of Ke'dar.
Who is Ke'dar? According to Genesis 25:13, Ke'dar was

the second son of Ishmael, the ancestor of Prophet
Muhammacd.

Muhammad's migration from Makkah to
Madinah

Habakkuk 3:3 speaks of God (God's help) coming
from Te'man (an oasis north of Madinah according to J.
Husting's Dictionary of the Bible), and the Holy One
(coming) from Paran. That holy one who under persecution
migrated from Paran (Makkah) to be received
enthusiastically in Medinah was none but Prophet
Muhammad.

[t has been said in Habakkuk, a book of the Bible:-
“God came from Teman.

The Holy One from Mount Paran.
His glory covered the heavens.
And his praise filled the earth.

His splendour was like the sunrise;
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Muhammad- the promised Prophet

Long time after Abraham, God's promise to send
the long-awaited Messenger was repeated this time in
Moses' words..

In Deuteronomy 18:18, Moses spoke of the Prophet
to be sent by God who is:

1) From among the Israelite's "brethren", a
reference to their Ishmaelite cousins as Ishmael was the
other son of Abraham who was explicitly promised to
become a "great nation".

2) A Prophet like unto Moses. There were hardly
any two Prophets, who were so much alike as Moses and
Muhammad. Both were given comprehensive law code of
life, both encountered their enemies and were victors in
miraculous ways, both were accepted as prophets/statesmen
and both migrated following conspiracies to assassinate
them. Analogies between Moses and Jesus overlooks not
only the above similanties but other crucial ones as well
(c.g. the natural birth, family life and death of Moses and
Muhammad but not of Jesus, who was regarded by his
followers as the Son of God and not exclusively a
messenger of God, as Moses and Muhammad were and as
Muslims believe Jesus was).

The awaited Prophet was to come from
Arabia

Deuteronomy 33:1-2 combines references to Moses,
Jesus and Muhammad. It speaks of God (1.e. God’s
revelation) coming from Sinai, rising from Seir (probably
the village of Sa'ir near Jerusalem) and shining forth from
Paran. According to Genesis 21:21, the wilderness of Paran
was the place where Ishmael settled (i.e. Arabia,
specifically Makkah). -
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2) Genesis 17:4 eiterates God's promise after the
birth of Ishmael and before the birth of Isaac.

«“Will a son be born to a man a hundred years old.
Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety. And Abraham
said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under your
blessing’.

Then God said, “Yes, but your wite Sarah will bear
you a son and you will call him Isaac™. (Genesis: 17: 17,
18-19)

3) In Genesis, ch. 21. Isaac is specifically blessed
but Ishmael was also specifically blessed and promised by

God to become "a great nation’ especially in Genests

- 21:13, 18.

4) According to Deuteronomy 21:15-17 the

. traditional rights and privileges of the first born son are not

to be affected by the social status of his mother (being a
"free" woman such as Sarah, [saac's mother, or a
"Bondwoman" such as Hagar, Ishmael's mother). This 1s

only consistent with the moral and humanitarian principles
of all revealed faiths.

5) The full legitimacy ot Ishmael as Abraham'’s son
and "seed" and the full legitimacy of his mother, Hagar, as
Abraham's wife are clearly stated in Genesis 21:13 and
16:3. After Jesus, the last Israelite Messenger and Prophet,
it was time that God's promise to bless [shmael and his
descendants be fulfilled. Less than 600years after Jesus,

- came the last Messenger of God, Muhammad, from the

progeny of Abraham through Ishmael. God's blessing of
both of the main branches of Abraham's family tree was
now fulfilled. But are there additional corroborating

evidence that the Bible did in fact toretell the advent of
Prophet Muhammad?
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5 - Muhammad in the Bible

By Dr. Jamal Badaw

The Holy Qur’an says: Those who follow the
Apostle, the Prophet, who can neither read nor write Whom
they find mentioned in their own Scriptures, in the Torah
and the Gospel... (Holy Quiran: 7 -157)

What Bible says about the advent of
Muhammad

Abraham 1s widely regarded as the patnarch of
monotheism and the common father of the Jews, Christians
and Muslims. Through his second son, Isaac, came all
[sraclite Prophets including such towering figures as Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon and Jesus may peace and
blessings be upon them all. The advent of thesc great
Prophets was in partial fulfillment of God's promises 1o
bless the nations of the earth through the descendants of
Abraham (Genesis 12:2-3). Such fulfillment is whole
heartedly accepted by Muslims whose religion considers
the belief in and respect of all Prophets an article of faith.

Blessings of Ishmael and Isaac

Were the first born son of Abraham (Ishmael) and
his descendants included God's covenant and promise? A
few verses from the Bible may help shed some light on this
question;

1) Genesis 12:2-3 speaks of God's promise to
Abraham and his descendants before any child was born to
him.
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Cherisher. our Sustainer and Evolver, worthy of all praise,
prayer and devotion.

In the abstract the Jews and the Christians would
agree to all the three propositions contained in this Qur'anic
verse. In practice they fail. Apart from doctrinal lapses
from the unity of the One True God, there is the question of
a consecrated Priesthood (among the Jews it was hereditary
also), as if a mere human being - Cohen or Pope, or Priest,
or Brahman. - could claim superiority apart from his
learning and the purity of his life, or could stand between
man and God in some special sense. ISLAM DOES NOT
RECOGNISE PRIESTHOOD!

The Creed of Islam is given to us here in a nutshell
from Holy Qur'an:

Say ve: ""We believe in Allah, And the revelation

ogiven to us, And to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac,

Jacob, and the Tribes, And that given to Moses

and Jesus And that given to (all) Prophets from

their Lord: We make no difference Between one
and another of them: And we bow to Allah (in

Islam)." (SURA BAQARA) Holy Qui'an 2:136.

The Muslim position is clcar. The Muslim does not
claim to have a religion peculiar to himsel{. Islam 1s not a
sect or an ethnic relicion. In its view all Religion 1s one, for
the Truth is one. IT WAS THE SAME RELIGION
PREACHED BY ALL THE EARLIER PROPHETS. (Holy
Qur'an 42:13). It was the truth taught by all the inspired
Books. In essence it amounts to a consciousness of the Will
and Plan of God and a joyful submission to that Will and

Plan. IF ANYONE WANTS A RELIGION OTHER THAN
THAT, HE IS FALSE TO HIS OWN NATURE, AS HE IS
FALSE-TO GOD'S WILL AND PLAN. Such a one cannot

expect "guidance, for he has deliberately renounced
guidance.
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THERE IS MUCH IN THE LIFE OF MUHAMMAD
THAT IS IMPLICITLY REMINISCENT OF THE MOSES
TRADITION.

(P121, the encyclopedia of religion, mircea eliade
(editor in chief) volume 10, macmillean Publishing
Company)

| In conclusion, I end with a quotation of a Christian
Reverend the commentator of the Bible, followed by that of
his Master:

"The ultimate criterion of a true prophet 1s the moral
character of his teaching.” (Prof. Dummelow.)

"BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM."
(Jesus Christ)

Come let us reason together

SAY:"O PEQOPLE OF THE BOOK! COME TO
COMMON TERMS AS BETWEEN US AND YOU:
THAT WE WORSHIP NONE BUT GOD; THAT WE
ASSOCIATE NO PARTNERS WITH HIM; THAT WL
ERECT NOT, FROM AMONG OURSELVES, LORDS
AND PATRONS OTHER THAN GOD." [F THEN THEY
TURN BACK,

SAY: "BEAR WITNESS THAT WE (AT LEAST)
ARE MUSLIMS (BOWING TO GOD'S WILL)." (SURA
AL-I-'IMRAN) Holy Qur'an 3:04

"PEOPLE OF THE BOOK" is the respectful title
given to the Jews and the Christians in the Holy Qur'an.
The Muslims are here commanded to invite - "O People of
the Book!" - O Learned People! O People who claim to be
the recipients of Divine Revelation, of a Holy Scripture; let
us gather together onto a common plattorm - "that we
worship none but God", because none but God is worthy of
worship, not because "THE LORD THY GOD IS A
JEALOUS GOD VISITING THE INIQUITY OF THE
FATHERS UPON THE CHILDREN UNTO THE THIRD
AND FOURTH GENERATION OF THEM THAT HATE
ME." (Exodus 20:25). But because He 1s our Lord and
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(2) Provide a social organization in which people
feel relatively secure and

(3) Provide them with one set of beliefs."

With the above three criteria he searches history and
analyses - Hitler, Pasteur, Gaesar, Moses, Confuctus and
the lot, and ultimately concludes:

"PEOPLE LIKE PASTEUR AND SALK ARE
LEADERS IN THE FIRST SENSE. PEOPLE LIKE
GANDHI AND CONFUCIUS, ON ONE HAND, AND
ALEXANDER, CAESAR AND HITLER ON THE
OTHER, ARE LEADERS IN THE SECOND AND
PERHAPS THE THIRD SENSE. JESUS AND BUDDHA
BELONG IN THE THIRD CATEGORY ALONE.
PERHAPS THE GREATEST LEADER OF ALL TIMES
WAS MOHAMMED, WHO COMBINED ALL THREE

FUNCTIONS. To a lesser degree, MOSLES DID THE

SAME."

According to the objective standards set by the
Professor of the Chicago University, whom [ belicve to be
Jewish, - JESUS and BUDDHA are now - here 1n the
picture of the "Great Leaders of Mankind”, but by a queer
coincidence groups Moses and Muhummed together thus
adding further weight to the argument that JESUS 1s not
like MOSES, but MUHUMMED 1s like MOSES:
Deut.18:18 "LIKE UNTO THEE" - Like MOSES!

Reverend James L. Dow in Collins Dictionary of
the Bible gives further proof, that JESUS is not like
MOSES, but MUHAMMAD 1s like Moses: "as a statesman
and lawgiver Moses 1s the creator of the Jewish people. He
found a loose conglomeration of Semitic people, none of

“....The only man of history who can be compared
even remotely to him 1s Mahomet.” (Re. James L dow)

Also in "THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF
RELIGION", Moses i1s looked upon in the different
traditions. Under Moses in Islam: we read

"MOSES IS HIGHLY REGARDED IN ISLAM AS
THE GREAT PROPHET WHO FORETOLD THE
COMING OF MUHAMMAD, HIS SUCCESSOR...
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I believe the dominee was sincere when he made
the offer, but prejudices die hard and who would like to
loose his sheep?

The acid test

To the lambs of Chnist 1 say, why not apply that
acid test which the Master himsclf wanted you to apply to
any would be claimant to Prophethood? He had said: "BY
THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL KNOW THEM. DO MEN
GATHER GRAPES FROM THE THORNS, OR FIGS
FROM THE THISTLES? EVERY GOOD TREE WILL
BEAR GOOD FRUIT AND EVERY EVIL TREE WILL
BEAR EVIL FRUIT.... BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHALL
KNOW THEM. (Matthew 7:16-20).

Why are you afraid to apply this test to the
teachings of Muhammad? You will find in the Last
Testament of God - the Holy Qur'an - the true fulfillment of
the teachings of Moses and Jesus, which will bring to the
world the much-needed peace and happiness. "IF A MAN
LIKE MOHAMED WERE TO ASSUME THE DIC
TATORSHIP OF THE MODERN WORLD, HE WOULD
SUCCEED IN SOLVING ITS PROBLEMS THAT
WOULD BRING IT THE MUCH NEEDED PEACE AND
HAPPINESS." (George Bemard Shaw)

The Greatest!

The Weekly Newsmagazine "TIME" dated July 15,
1974, carried a selection of opinions by various historians,
writers, military men, businessmen and others on the
subject: "Who Were History's Great Leaders?" Some said
that 1t was Hitler; others said - Gandhi, Buddha, Lincoln
and the like. But Jules Masserman, a United States
psychoanalyst put the standards straight by giving the
correct criteria wherewith to judge. He said:
"LEADERS MUST FULFIL THREE FUNCTIONS:-

(1) Provide for the well-being of the led,
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let us read the remonstrance of the Jews in the verses
following:

"AND THEY ASKED HIM, AND SAID UNTO
HIM, WHY BAPTIZEST THOU THEN, IF THOU BE

a) NOT THAT CHRIST,

b) NOR ELIAS,

¢c) NEITHER THAT PROPHET?" (John 1:25)

The Jews were waiting for the fulfillment of
THREE distinct prophecies: One, the coming of CHRIST.
Two the coming of ELIAS, and Three, the coming of
THAT PROPHET.

"That Prophet™

If we look up any Bible which has a concordance or
cross-references, we will find in the marginal note where
the words "the Prophet”, or "that Prophet" occur in John
1:25. that these words refer to the prophecy of
Deuteronomy 18:15 and 18. And that 'that prophet’ - 'the
prophet like Moses' - "LIKE UNTO THEE", we have
proved through overwhelming evidence that he was
MUHAMMAD and not Jesus!

We Muslims are not denying that Jesus_was the
"Messiah", which word 1s translated as "Christ".” We are
not contesting the "thousand and one prophecies” which the
Christians claim abound in the Old Testament foretelling
the coming of the Messiah. What we say 1s that
Deuteronomy 18:18 does NOT refer to Jesus Christ but it 1s
an  explicit prophecy about the Holy Prophet
MUHAMMAD!"

The dominee, very politely parted with me by
saying that it was a very interesting discussion and he
would like me very much to come one day and address his

congregation on the subject. A decade and half has passed
since then but I am still awaiting that privilege.

3 How the word Messiah was transmuted to Christ?. See "Christ 1n
[slam”
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he is what Jesus ascribes him to be. One of the TWO (Jesus
or John), God forbid!, is definitely not speaking the
TRUTH! On the testimony of Jesus himself, John the
Baptist was the greatest of the Israelite prophets: "VERILY
[ SAY UNTO YOU, AMONG THEM THAT ARE BORN
OF WOMEN THERE HAS NOT RISEN A GREATER
THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST:... "(Matthew t1:11).

We Muslims know John the Baptist as Hazrat
YAHYA Alai-his-salaam (peace be upon lnim). We revere
him as a true prophet of Allah. The Holy Prophet Jesus
known to us as Hazrat ISAA Alai-his-salaam (peace be
upon him), is also esteemed as one of the mighticst
messengers of the Almighty. How can we Muslims impute
lies to either of them? We leave this problem between Jesus
and John for the Christians to solve, for their "sacred
scriptures™ abound in discrepancies which they have been
clossing over as the "dark sayings ot Jesus".” We Muslims
are really interested in the last questions posed to John the
Baptist by the Jewish elite- "ART THOU THAT
PROPHET? AND HE ANSWERED, NO." (John 1:21)

Three questions!

Please note that three different and distinct
questions were posed to John the Baptist and to which he
gave three emphatic "NO'S" as answers. To recapitulate:-

1) ART THOU THE CHRIST?

2) ART THOU ELIAS?

3) ART THOU THAT PROPHET?

But the learned men of Christendom somehow only
see two questions implied here. To make doubly clear that
the Jews definitely had T-H-R-E-E separate nrophecies 1n
their minds when they were interrogating John the Baptist,

2. See the "TIMES"” Magazine December 30th, 1974, article "How true
is the Bible?" And also see "50,000 Errors in the Bible?" a reproduction
from the Christian Magazine "AWAKE!" September 8, 1957.
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 4- New Testament also confirms

1 Baptist contradicts Jesus

E In New Testament times, we find that the Jews were
* still expecting the fulfillment of the prophecy of 'ONE
LIKE MOSES', refer John 1:19-25. When Jesus claimed to
be the Messiah of the Jews, the Jews began to enquire as to
where was Ehas? The Jews had a parallel prophecy that
betore the coming of the Messiah, Eltas must come first n
his second coming. Jesus confirms this Jewish belief:

"...ELIAS TRULY SHALL FIRST COME, AND
RESTORE ALL THINGS. BUT I SAY UNTO YOU,
THAT ELIAS [S COME ALREADY, AND THEY KNEW
HIM NOT..THEN THE DISCIPLES UNDERSTOOD
THAT HE SPOKE UNTO THEM OF JOHN THE
BAPTIST." (Matthew 17:11-13).

According to the New Testament the Jews were not
the ones to swallow the words of any would-be Messiah. In
their investigations they underwent intense difficulties in
order to find their true Messiah. And thus the Gospel of
John confirms: "AND THIS IS THE RECORD OF
JOHN,"(the Baptist) "WHEN THE JEWS SENT PRIESTS
AND LEVITES FROM JERUSALEM TO ASK HIM,
WHO ART THOU? AND HE CONFESSED AND
DENIED NOT; BUT CONFESSED, I AM NOT THE
CHRIST."” (ThlS was only natural because there can't be
two Messiahs' at the same time. If Jesus was the Christ

then John couldn't be the Christ!) "AND THEY ASKED
HIM, WHAT THEN? ART THOU ELIAS? AND HE
SAITH, T AM NOT." (Here John the Baptist contradicts

Jesus! Jesus says that John is "Elias" and John denies that

1. The Jews were expecting a single Messiah not two.
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"Miracle of Miracles! in the verse 19 of
Deuteronomy chapter 18, we have a further fulfillment of
the prophecy in Mubhammad! Note the words-'. MY
WORDS WHICH HE SHALL SPEAK IN MY NAME." In
whose name is Muhammad speaking?" 1 opened Abdullah
Yusul' All's translation of the Holy Qur'an, at chapter 114-
Sura AnNas', or Mankind - the last chapter, and showed
him the formula at the head of the chapter:

And the meaning: "IN THE NAME OF GOD.
MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL." And the
heading of chapter 113:

And the meaning: "IN THE NAME OF GOD.
MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL"

And every chapter downwards 112, 1T, 110...was
the same formula and the same meaning on every page,
because the end SURAS (chapters) are short and take about
a page each.

"And what did the prophecy demand?' .. WHICH
HE SHALL SPEAK IN MY NAME and in whose name
does Muhammad speak? 'IN THE NAME OF GOD, MOST
GRACIOUS MOST MERCIFUL.' The Prophecy is being
tulfilled in Muhammad to the letter

"Lvery chapter of the Holy Qur'an except the 9th
begin with the formula: |

- IN THE NAME OF GOD, MOST GRACIOUS,
MOST MERCIFUL.' The Muslim begins his every lawful
act with the Holy formula. But the Christian begins: "In the
name of the Father, son and Holy Ghost."

Concerning Deuteronomy chapter eighteen, [ have
given you more than 15 reasons as to how this prophecy
refers to Muhammad and not to Jesus.

2. The Christian theologians are ignorant of even the "name of God.
Because "God" is not a name, and "Father" is also not a name. See

"WHAT IS HIS NAME?"
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IT 1S NO LESS THAN INSPIRATION SENT
DOWN TO HIM.
HE WAS TAUGHT BY ONE MIGHTY 1IN
POWER,”

(SURA NAJM) Holy Qur’an 53:3-5)
Without any human learning, 'he put 1o shame the
wisdom of the learned".”
(12) There arc today Arabic Bibles 1 Fourteen
different scripts and dialects for the Arabs alone. Sec "The
Gospels in many tongues”.

Grave warning

1Qee!" | told the dominee, "how the prophecies fit

Muhammad like a glove. We do not have to stretch
prophecies to justity their fulfillment in Muhammad.”
The dominece replied, "All your expositions sound very
well, but they are of no real consequence, because We
Christians have Jesus Christ the “incarnate” God, who has
redeemed us from the Bondage of Sm!”

[ asked, "Not important?" God didn't think so! He
went to a great deal of trouble to have His warnings
recorded. God knew that there would be people like you
who will flippantly, light-heartedly discount his words, SO
he followed up Deuteronomy 18:18 with a dire wamning:
"AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, " (it 1s going 1o
happen) "THAT WHOSOEVER WILL NOT HEARKEN
UNTO MY WORDS WHICH HE SHALL SPEAK IN MY
NAME. 1 WILL REQUIRE IT OF HIM. (in the Catholic
Bible the ending words are - "1 will be the revenger", I will
take vengeance from him - I will take revenge!) "Does not
this terrify you? God Almighty is threatening revenge! We
shake in our pants if some hoodlum threatens us, yet you
have no fear of God's warning?”
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Un-lettered Prophet

Muhammad's experience in the cave of Hira, later to
be known as Jabal-un Noor - The Mountain of Light, and
his response to that f{irst Revelation 1s the exact fulfillment
of another Biblical Prophecy. In the Book of lIsaiah,
Chapter 29, verse 12, we read: "AND THE BOOK" (al-
Kitaab, al-Qur'an the 'Reading’, the 'Recitation’) "IS
DELIVERED TO HIM THAT IS NOT LEARNLED."
(Isaiah 29:12) "THE UNLETTERED PROPHET " (Holy
Qur'an 7:158) and the biblical verse continues : "SAYING,
READ THIS, I PRAY THEE:" (the words "I pray thee”, are
not in the Hebrew manuscripts; compare with the Roman

Catholics' "Douay Version and also with the "Revised
Standard Versions") "AND HE SAITH, I AM NOT

LEARNED." ("I am not learned." is the exact translation of

the Arabic words MA ANA BEQARA which Muhammad
uttered twice to the Holy Ghost - the Archangel Gabriel,
when he was commanded : I[QRAA "READ!").

Let me quote the verse in full without a break as
found in the "King James Version," or the "Authonsed
version" as it is more popularly known "AND THE BOOK
IS DELIVERED TO HIM THAT IS NOT LEARNED,
SAYING, READ THIS I PRAY THEE: AND HE SAITH,
[ AM NOT LEARNED." (Isaiah 29:12).

Important note

[t may be noted that there were no Arabic Bibles 1n
existence in the 6th Century of the Christian Era when
Muhammad lived and preached! Besides, he was absolutely
unlettered and unlearned. No human had ever taught him a

- word. His teacher was his Creator:
“HE DOES NOT SPEAK (AUGHT), OF (HI_S

OWN) DESIRE.
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These are the first five verses, which were revealed
to Muhummed, which now occupy the beginning of the
96th chapter of the.-Holy Qur'an.

The faithiul witness

Immediately the angel had departed, Muhummed
rushed to his home. Terrified and sweating all over he
asked his beloved wife Khadija to 'cover him up!" He lay
down, and when he had regained his composure, he
explained to her what he had seen and heard. She assured
him of her faith in him and that Allah would not allow any
terrible thing to happen to him. Are these the confessions ot
an impostor? Would impostors confess that when an angel
of the Lord confronts them with a Message from on High,
they get fear-stricken, terrified, and sweating all over, run
home to their wives? Any critic can see that his reactions
and confessions are that of an honest, sincere man, the man
of Truth- 'AL-AMIN' - THE Honest, the Upright, the

- Truthful. |

During the next twenty-three years of his prophetic
hife, words were "Put into his mouth', and he uttered them.
They made an indeliable impression on his heart and mind:
and as the volume of the Sacred Scripture (Holy Qur'an)
grew, they were recorded on palm-leaf fibre, on skins and
on the shoulder-blades of animals; and in the hearts of his
devoted disciples. Before his demise these words were
arranged according to his instructions in the order-in which
we find them today in the Holy Qur'an.

The words (revelation) were actually put into his
mouth, exactly as foretold in the prophecy under

discussion: 'AND I WILL PUT MY WORDS IN HIS
MOUTH.' (Deut. 18:18).
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SAY: HE IS ALLAH THE ONE AND ONLY:

ALLAH THE ETERNAL ABSOLUTE:

HE BEGETS NOT. NOR IS HE BEGOTTEN:;

AND THERE IS NONE LIKE UNTO HIM

(Holy Qur’an 112:1-4)

(I read them in Arabic)

Would I not be putting these unheard words of a
forelgn tongue which you utter, mto your mouth?" The
dominee agreed that it was indeed so. In an identical
manner, | said, the words of the Holy Qur'an, the
Revelation vouchsafed by the Almighty God to
Muhummed,; were revealed.

History teils us that Muhummed was forty years of
aﬂe He was in a cave some three miles north of the city of
Makka. It was the 27th night of the Muslim month of
Ramadaan. In the cave the Archangel Gabriel commands
him it his mother tongue: 'TQRA' which means READ! or
PROCLAIM! or RECITE! Muhummed is terrificd and in
his bewilderment replies "MA ANA BEQARA which
means | AM NOT LEARNED! The angel commands him a
sccond time with the same result. For the third time the
angel continues.

Now Muhummed, grasps, that what was required of
him was to repeat! to rehearse! And he repeats the words as

they were put 1nto his mouth:

READI IN THE NAME OF YOUR LORD AND
CHERISHER, WHO, CREATED.

CREATED MAN, FROM A (MERE) CLOT OF
CONGEALED BLOOD.

READI AND THY LORD IS MOST
BOUNTIFUL.

HE WHO TAUGHT (THE USE OF) THE PEN

TAUGHT MAN THAT WHICH HE KNEW NOT.

(Holy Qur’an 96:1-5)
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Arabs and Jews

If Ishmael and Isaac are the sons of the same [ather
Abraham, then they are brothers. And so the children of the
one are the BRETHREN of the children of the other. The
children of Isaac are the Jews and the Children of Ishmacl
;¢ are the Arabs - so they are BRETHREN to one another.
“7"  The Bible affirms, 'AND HE (ISHMAEL) SHALL
"+ DWELL IN THE PRESENCE OF ALL HIS BRETHREN!
. (Genesis 16:12). 'AND HE (ISHMAEL) DIED IN THE
.. PRESENCE OF ALL HIS BRETHREN.(Genesis 25:18).
. The children of Isaac are the brethren of the Ishmaelites. In

.~ like manner Muhummed is from among the brethren of the
}
|

i lsraelites because he was a descendant of Ishmael the son
- of Abraham. This exactly as the prophecy has it- 'RROM .
{ AMONG THEIR BRETHREN'.(Deut.18:18). Therc thc

- prophecy distinctly mentions that the coming prophet who
would be like Moses, must arise NOT (rom the 'children of

i Isracl' or from 'among themselves', but from among their

'ﬁb brethren. MUHUMMED THEREFORE WAS FROM

; AMONG THEIR BRETHREN!

Words in the mouth

"The prophecy proceeds further:'....... AND [ WILL

PUT MY WORDS INTO HIS MOUTH....... " What does it
mean when it 1s said 'T will put my words in your mouth'?
| You see, when I asked you (the domiee) o open
Deuteronomy chapter 18, verse 18, at the beginning, and 1f

I had asked you to read, and if you had read: would | be
- putting my words into your mouth?" The domince
;I answered: "No." "But," I continued: "If I were to teach you
if a language hike Arabic about which you have no

t knowledge, and if [ asked you to read or repeatl after me
| what 1 utter 1.e.

" - ek e W L REE- T
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3- Furfher proofs regarding
Muhammad (peace be upon him)

Ishmael the first born

Since the dominee was helplessly agreeing with
every point, I said, "Dominee, so far what | have done 1s 1o
prove only onc point out of the whole prophecy- that 1s
proving the phrase 'LIKE UNTO THEE' - 'Like You' -
'Like Moses'. The Prophecy is much more than this singie
phrase which reads as follows: "I WILL RAISE THEM UP
A PROPHET FROM AMONG THEIR BRETHREN LIKE
UNTO THEEL....... " The emphasis is on the words- "From
among their brethren." Moses and his pcople, the Jews, are
here addressed as a racial entity, and as such their "brethren’
would undoubtedly be the Arabs.

You sce. the Holy Bible speaks of Abraham as the
"Friend of God". Abraham had two wives - Sarah and
Hagar. Hagar bore Abraham a son - HIS FIRST-BORN-
' And Abraham' called HIS SON'S name, which Hagar
bore Ishmael' (Genesis 16:15). 'And Abraham took
[shmael HIS SON......" (Genesis 17:23). 'And Ishmael HIS
SON was thirteen vears old, when-he was circumcised N
the flesh of his foreskin.'(Genesis 17:25). Up to the age of
THIRTEEN Ishmael was the ONLY son and seed of
Abraham, when the covenant was ratified between God and
Abraham. God grants Abraham another son through Sarah,
named Isaac, who was very much the junior to his brother
Ishmael.

1. According to the Bible, Abraham's name was Abram before 1t was
changed by God to Abraham.
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ihe Sabbath. At no time did a single Jew point a finger at
him to say, 'why don't you fast’ or 'why don't you wash your
hands before you break bread'. which charges they always
levied against his disciples, but never against Jesus. This 1S
because as a good Jew he honoured the laws of the
prophets who preceded him. In short, he had created no
.., new religion and had brought no new law like Moses and
Muhummed. s this true?" I asked the dominee, and he

v answered: "es " | said: "Therefore, Jesus is not like Moses
| but Muhummed 1s like Moses."

- - =TT T
-
-

RBoth Moses and Muhummed died natural deatls,
but according to Christianity, Jesus was violently killed on
the cross.' Is this true?" The dominee said: "Yes." 1 said:

"Therefore Jesus 1s not like Moses but Muhummed 1s hike
Moses."

\a (7) How they departed

(8) Heavenly abode

} "Moses and Muhummed both lie buried in carth, but
i according to you, Jesus 0 heaven. Is this true?" The
1 dominee agreed. 1 said: "Therefore Jesus is not hike Moses
] but Muhummed 1s like Moses."”
If
1
|
|
Al
|
B
if
’1i 10. For a full exposition of this topic, sce "CRUCIFIXION OR
2 CRUCI-FICTION?".
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.

was hardly anything to distinguish octveen the "man” and
the "animal" of the time; they were animals in human 161,

"From this abject barbarism, Muhummed elevated
them, 1n the words of Thomas Carlyle, "Into torch-bearers
of light and learning.’ 'to the Arab nation it was as a birth
from darkness into light. Arabia first became alive by
means of it. a poor shepherd people, roaming unnoticed in
its deserts since the creation of the world. see, the
unnoticed becomes world notable, the small has grown
world-great. within one century afterwards arabia was at
granada on one hand and at delhi on the other. glancing in
valour and splendour, and the light of genius, arabia shines
over a great section of the world. ..." The fact 1s that
Muhummed gave his people a Law and- Order they never
had before.

As regards Jesus, when the Jews felt suspicious of
him that he might be an impostor with designs to pervert
their teachings, Jesus took pains to assure them that he had
not come with a new religion - no new laws and no new
regulations. I quote his own words: 'THINK NOT THAT I
HAVE COME TO DESTROY THE LAW, OR THE
PROPHETS: I AM NOT COME TO DESTROY, BUT TO
FULFIL. FOR VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, TILL
HEAVEN AND EARTH PASS, ONE JOT OR ONE
TITLE SHALL IN NO WAY PASS FROM THE LAW,
TILL ALL BE FULFILLED.'(Mathew 5:17-18).

In other words he had not come with any new laws
or regulation he came only to fulfill the old law. This what
he gave the Jews to understand- unless he was speaking
with the tongue in his cheek trying to bluff the Jews into
accepting him as a man of God and by subterfuge trying to
ram a new religion down their throats. No! This Messenger
of God would never resort to such foul means to subvert
the Religion of God. He himself fulfilled the laws. He
observed the commandments of Moses, and he respected
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men of God who were helpless in the face of stubbomn
rejection of their message, were the prophets lot, Jonah,
Daniel, Ezra, and John the Baptist. They could only deliver
the Message, but could not enforce the Law. The Holy
Prophet Jesus (Peace be upon him) also belonged to this
category. The Christian Gospel clearly confirms this:

When Jesus was dragged before the Roman
Governor, Pontius Pilate, Charged for sedition, Jesus made
a convincing point in his defence to refute the false charge:
Jesus answered, "MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS
WORLD" IF MY KINGDOM WERE OF THIS WORLD,
THEN WOULD MY SERVANTS FIGHT, THAT 1
SHOULD NOT BE DELIVERED TO THE JEWS; BUT
NOW IS MY KINGDOM NOT FROM HENCE" (John
18:36) This convinced Pilate (A Pagan) that though Jesus
might not be in full possession of his mental faculty, he did
not strike him as being a danger to his rule. Jesus claimed a
spiritual Kingdom only; in other words he only claimed to
be a Prophet. Is this true?" The dominee answered: "Yes." |

sald: "Therefore Jesus is not like Moses but Muhummed 1s
like Moses."

(6) No new laws

"Moses and Muhummed brought new laws and new
regulations for their people. Moses not only gave the Ten
Commandments to the Israelites, but a very comprehensive
ceremonial law for the guidance of his people. Muhummed
comes to a people steeped in barbarism and 1gnorance.
They married their step-mothers; they buried their
daughters alive; drunkenness, adultery, idolatry, and
gambling were the order of the day. Gibbon describe the
Arabs before Islam 1n his "Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire", the human brute, almost without sense, 1s poorly
distinguished from the rest of the animal creation.' There
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wilderness, but as a nation, they acknowledged that Moses
was a Messenger of God sent to them. The Arabs too made
Muhummed's life impossible. He suffered very badly at
their hands. After 13 years of preaching in Makka, he had
to emigrate from the city of his birth. But before his
demise, the Arab nation as a whole accepted him as the
Messenger of Allah. But according to the Bible: 'He (Jesus)
CAME UNTO HIS OWN, BUT HIS OWN RECEIVED
HIM NOT. (John 1:11). And even today, after two
thousand years, his people- the Jews, as a whole, have
rejected him. Is this true?" The dominee said: "Yes." | said:
"THEREFORE JESUS IS NOT LIKE MOSES, BUT
MUHUMMED IS LIKE MOSES." |

(5) "Other-worldly" kingdom

- "Moses and Muhummed were prophets as well as
kings. A prophet means a man who receives Divine
Revelation for the Guidance of Man and this Guidance he
conveys to God's creatures as received without any addition
or deletion. A king is a person who has the power of life
and death over his people. It is immaterial whether the
person wears a crown or not, or whether he was ever
addressed as king or monarch: if the man has the
prerogative of inflicting capital punishment - he is a king.
Moses possessed such a power. Do you remember the
Israclite who was found picking up firewood on Sabbath
Day, and Moses had him stoned to death? (Numbers-
15:13). There are other crimes also mentioned in the Bible
for which capital punishment was inflicted on the Jews at
the behest of Moses. Muhummed too, had the power of life
and death over his people.

There are instances in the Bible of persons who

were given gift of prophecy only, but they were not in a

position to implement their directives. Some of these holy

~ Marfat.com

— . - ————

e —L— T e— kA ——— — [

-—— - -—— p —mmr — e —- - e - -




13

The angel says in reply: "EVEN SO: ALLAH CREATES
WHAT HE WILLS:

WHEN HE HAS DECREED A PLAN HE BUT SAYS
TO IT "BE,” AND IT IS "’ (3:47).

[t is not necessary for God to plant a seed in man or
animal. He merely wills it and it comes into being. This 1s
the Muslim conception of the of birth of Jesus. (When 1
compared the Qur'an and the Biblical versions of the birth
of Jesus to the head of the Bible Society in our largest city,
and when [ enquired: "Which version would you prefer to
sive your daughter, the QUR'ANIC version or the
BIBLICAL version?" The man bowed his head and
answered: "The Qur'anic.") “In short, I said to the dominee:
"Is it true that Jesus was born miraculously as against the
natural birth of Moses and Muhummed?" He "replied
proudly: "Yes!" I said: "Therefore Jesus is not like Moses,
but Muhummed is like Moses. And God says to Moses 1n
the Book of Deuteronomy 18:18 "LIKE UNTO THEE"
(Like You, Like Moses) and Muhummed is like Moses.”

(3) Marriage ties

"Moses and Muhummed married and begol
children, but Jesus remained a bachelor all his life. Is this
true?” The dominee said: "Yes." I said: "Therefore Jesus 1s
not like Moses, but Muhummed 1s like Moses."”

(4) Jesus rejected by his people

"Moses and Muhummed were accepted as prophets
by their people in their very lifetime. No doubt the Jews
gave endless trouble to Moses and they murmured in the

9. Please open the Holy Qur'an 3:42 and 19:16 where the birth of Jesus

is spoken about; read it with the commentary, note the high position
which Jesus and his mother occupy in Islam.
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Z - Eightirrefutable arguments
(1) Father and mother

"Moses had a father and a mother. Muhummed also
had a father and a mother. But Jesus had only a mother,
and no human father. Is this true?" He said- "Yes." | said:
"DAAROM IS JESUS NIE SOOS MOSES NIE, MAAR
MUHUMMED IS SO0S MOSES!" Meaning: "Therefore
Jesus is not like Moses, but Muhummed is like Moses!"
(By now the reader will realise that I was using the
Alnkaans language only for practice purposes. | shall
discontinue its use in this narration).

(2) Miraculous birth

"Moses and Muhummed were born in the normal,
natural course, i.e. the physical association of man and
woman; but Jesus was created by a special miracle. You
will recall that we are told in the Gospel of St. Matthew
I:18 "....BEFORE THEY CAME TOGETHER, (Joseph
the Carpenter and Mary) SHE WAS FOUND WITH

CHILD BY THE HOLY GHOST." And St. Luke tells us
that when the good news of the birth of a holy son was

announced to her, Mary reasoned: ".. HOW SHALL THIS

BE, SEEING I KNOW NOT A MAN? AND THE ANGEL
ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HER, THE HOLY
GHOST SHALL COME UPON THEE, AND THE
POWER OF THE HIGHEST SHALL OVERSHADOW
THEE..." (Luke 1:35). The Holy Qur'an confirms the

miraculous birth of Jesus, in nobler and sublimer terms. In __

answer to her logical question: _
'O MY LORD! HOW SHALL I HAVE A SON
WHEN NO MAN HAS TOUCHED ME?"
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prophet - therefore Jesus is hke Moses and that 1s exactly
what God had foretold Moses - "SOOS JY IS". "Can you
think of any other similarities between Moses and Jesus?"

[ asked. The dominee said that he could not think of
any. | replied: "If these are the only two criteria for
discovering a candidate for this prophecy of Deuteronomy
18:18. then in that case the criteria could fit any one of the
following Biblical personages after Moses:- Solomon,
[saiah. Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Malachi, John the
Baptist etc., because they were also all "Jews" as well as
"Prophets”. Why should we not apply this prophecy to any
one of these prophets, and why only to Jesus? Why should
we make fish of one and fowl of another?" The dominee
had no reply. I continued: "You see, my conclusions are
that Jesus is most unlike Moses, and if I am wrong I would
like you to correct me."

‘Three Unlikes

So saying, I reasoned with him:

"In the FIRST place Jesus is not like Moses,
because, according to You - 'JESUS IS A GOD', but Moses
is not God. Is this true?" He said: "Yes." I said: "Therefore,

- Jesus 1s not like Moses!

"SECONDLY, according to You - JESUS DIED
FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD', but Moses did not
have to die for the sins of the world. Ts this true?" He again
said: "Yes." I said: "Therefore Jesus is not like Moses!”

"THIRDLY . according to You - 'JESUS WENT TO
HELL FOR THREE DAYS', but Moses did not have to go
there. Is this true?" He answered meekly: "Y-e-s.” |
concluded: "Therefore Jesus is not like Moses!"

"But dominee," 1 continued: "these are not hard
facts, solid facts, they are mere matters of belief over which
the little ones can stumble -and fall. Let us discuss
something very simple, very easy that if your little ones are
called in to hear the discussion, would have no difficulty in

following it, shall we?" The dominee was quict happy at
the suggestion.
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I asked him to open up Deuteronomy, chapter 18,
verse 18, which he did. I read from memory the verse in
Afrikaans, because this was my purpose in having a little
practice with the language of the ruling race in South

Africa.®

“N PROFEET SAL EK VIR HULLE VERWEK
UIT DIE MIDDE VAN HULLE BROERS, SOOS IY IS,
EN EK SAL MY WOORDE IN SY MOND LE, EN HY
SY SAL AAN HULLE SE ALLE WAT EK HOM
BEVEEL.” Deut.18: 18.

The English translation reads as follows:-

“I will raise them up a Prophet from among their
brethren, hke unto thee, and 1T will put my words in his
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that | shall
command him.” |

(Holy Bible) Deuteronomy 18:18.

Prophet Like Moses

Having recited the verse in Afrikaans, I apologised
for my uncertain pronunciation, The dominee assured me
that I was doing fine. I enqguired: "To whom does this
prophecy refer?” Without the slightest hesitation he
answered: "JESUS!" I asked: "Why Jesus?... his name 1s
not mentioned here.” The dominee replied: "Since
prophecies are word-pictures of something that 1s going to
happen in the future, we find that the wordings of this verse
adequately describe him. You see the most important words
of this prophecy are 'SOOS JY IS' (Iike unto thee), - LIKE
YOU - like Moses, and Jesus is like Moses. I questioned:
"In which way is Jesus like Moses?" The answer was: "In
the first place Moses was a Jew and Jesus was also a Jew;
secondly, Moses was a prophet and Jesus was also 2

8. If this booklet is translated into any language, please change the
Afrikaans words into the local dialect; and do not try a free hand
translation of the Biblical quotation. Obtain a Bible in the language 1n
which translation is being made and transcribe exactly as the words
occur in that Bible.
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alone. and there are in the world today no less than
900,000,000° followers of Muhummed who love, respect
and revere this great Messenger of God -Jesus Christ-
without having the Christians to convince them by means
of their Biblical dialectics. Out of the 'thousands' of
prophecies referred to, can you please give me just one
single prophecy where Jesus 1s mentioned by name? The
term 'Messiah', translated as 'Christ’, is not a name but a
title. Is there a single Prophecy where it says that the name
of the Messiah will be JESUS, and that his mother's name
will be MARY., that his supposed father will be Joseph the
carpenter; that he will be born in the reign of Herod the
king, etc. etc.? No! There are no such details! Then how
can you conclude that those 'thousand Prophecies refer to
Jesus (Peace be upon him)?"

What is Prophecy?

The dominee replied: "You see, prophecies are
word-pictures of something that is going to happen in the
future. When that thing actually comes to pass, we s€cC
vividly in these prophecies the fulfillment of what had been
predicted in the past.” I said: "What you actually do 1s that
you deduce, you reason, you put two and two together.” He
said: "Yes." I said: "If this is what you have to do with a
‘thousand' prophecies to justify your claim with regards to
the genuineness of Jesus, why should we not adopt the very
same system for Muhummed?"’ The dominee agreed that it

was a fair proposition, a reasonable way of dealing with the
problem.

6. This was first written in 1976. Now the population of Muslims has
increased.

7. Muhummed is mentioned by name in the Song of Solomon 5:16.
The Hebrew word used there is Muhammuddim. The end letters IM 1s
plural of respect majesty and grandeur. Minus "im" the name would be
Muhamud translated as "altogether lovely" in the Authorised Version

of the Bible or 'The Praiscd One' 'the one worthy of Praise' 1.e.
Muhammed' (peace and blessing be upon him)

~ Marfat.com



8

the rise of Soviet Russia and about the Last Days and even
about the Pope of the Roman Catholics?" He said, "Yes,
but there was nothing about Muhammad!" | asked again,
"Why nothing? Surely this man Muhammad who had been
responsible for the bringing into being a worldwide
community of millions of Believers who, on his authority,
believe 1n:

(1) The miraculous birth ot Jesus,

(2) That Jesus is the Messiah,

(3) That he gave life to the dead by God's
permission, and that he healed those born blind and the
lepers by God's permission.

surely this book (the Bible) must have something to
say about this great Leader of men who spoke so well of
Jesus and his mother Mary?" (Peace be upon them both).

The old man from the Free State replied. "My son, I
have been reading the Bible for the past 50 years, and if
there were any mention of him, I would have known it."

Not one by name!

I enquired: "According to you, are there not
hundreds of prophecies regarding the coming of Jesus in
the Old Testament." The dominee interjected: "Not
hundreds, but thousands!" [ said. "I am not going to dispute
the ‘thousand and one' prophecies in the Old Testament
regarding the coming of Jesus Christ, because the whole
Muslim-world has already accepted him without - the
testimony of any Biblical prophecy. We Muslims have
accepted the de facto Jesus on the authority of Muhummed

3. The word "Messiah" comes from the Arabic and Hebrew word
masaha, which means to rub, to massage, to anoint. The religious
significance is "the one who is anointed" - priests and kings were
anomted in consecration to their offices. Messiah translated Christ does
not mean God. Even the heathen Cyrus is called "Christ” in the Bible,
(Isaiah 45:1)
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one of these interviews with a dominee of the Dutch
Reformed Church.

Lucky Thirteen

O [ was invited to the Transvaal® to deliver a talk on
the occasion of Birthday celebration of the Holy Prophet
Muhammed. Knowing that in that province of the Republic,
1 the Afrikaans language is widely spoken, even by my own
1},-.. | people, 1 felt that I ought to acquire a smattering of this
" language so as to feel a little "at home” with the people. I
. opened the telephone directory and began phoning the
Afrikaans-speaking Churches.

3 [ indicated my purpose to the priests that I was
‘ terested in having a dialogue with them, but they all
j refused my request with "Plausible” excuses. No.13 was
my lucky number. The thirteenth call brought me pleasure
and relief. A dominee Van Heerden agreed to meet me at
% his home on the Saturday afternoon that I was to leave for
Transvaal.

e received me on his verandah with a friendly
welcome. He said if I did not mind, he would like his
| father-in-law from the Free State (a 70 year old man) to
| join us 1n the discussion. I did not mind. The three ol us
settled down in the dominee's library.

Why Nothing?

| [ posed the question: "What does the Bible say
| sbout Muhammad?" Without hesitation he answered,
J "Nothing!" 1 asked: "Why nothing? According to your
interpretation the Bible have so many things to say about

3. "Dominee"” 1s the Afrikaans equivalént of priest, parson and
predikant. |

F 4. One of the Provinces of the Republic of South Africa.
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Pope or Kissinger?

This Reverend gentleman was expounding Biblical

prophecies. He went on to prove that the Christian Bible
toretold the rise of Soviet Russia, and the Last Days. At

one stage he went to the extent of proving that his Holy
Book did not leave even the Pope out of its predictions. He
expatiated vigorously in order to convince his audience that
the "Beast 666" mentioned in the Book of Revelation the
last book of the New Testament was the POPE, who was
the Vicar of Christ on earth. It 1s not befitting for us
Muslims to enter into this controversy between the Roman
Catholics and the Protestants. By the way, the latest
Christian exposition of the "Beast 666" of the Christian
Bible 1s Dr. Henry Kissinger .

Christian schoelars are ingenious and indefatigable in
their efforts to prove their case. Rev. Hiten's lectures led
me to ask that if the Bible foretold so many things - not
even excluding the "Pope" and "Israel” - then surely 1t must
have something to say about the greatest benefactor of
mankind , the Holy Prophet Muhammed (may the peace of
Allah be upon him).

As a youngster I set out to search for an answer. |
met priest after priest, attended lectures, and read
everything that I could lay my hands relating to the helds
of Bible prophecies. Tonight [ am going to narrate to you

1. Christian exegesists give progressive numerical values by sixes, to
the English aiphabet and add up to get the total 666. 1e.
A=6B=12,C=18, D=24 and so on. Progression by 0's because the
number of the Beast in the Bible is "666". Try it for Dr.Kissinger.

2. The writer delivered another talk in the City Hall, Durban on the
10th December 1975 on the subject "Muhammad the Greatest”.
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1 - What the Bible says about
the Prophet of Islam

A iecture by Ahmed Deedat

Text of a lecture delivered by the author in the early
1970's.

A Saying of Allah

SAY: "DO YOU SEE? WHETHER THIS MESSAGE B!
FROM ALLAH AND YET YOU REJECT IT, AND A
WITNESS FROM AMONG THE CHILDREN OF
ISRAEL (This refers to Moses. See Abdullah Yusuf Ali's
commentaries Nos. 4783/4 to this verse.) BORE WITNESS
OF ONE LIKE HIM..." (SURA AHQAF Holy Qur'an
46:10.)

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen, The subject
of this evening's talk - "What the Bible says about
MUHAMMAD (Peace be upon him)" - will no doubt come
as a surprise to many of you because the speaker is a
Muslim. How does 1t come about that a Muslim happens to
be expounding prophecies from the Jewish and Christian
Scriptures?

As a young man, about 30 years ago, [ attended a

series of religious lectures by a Christian theologian, a

certain Rev. Hiten, at the "Theatre Royal"”, Durban 1n South
Africa. |

L 4]
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