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XVI

quite reasonable. The India Office copy on the other hand discusses
Just after description the accession that his father had no child and he
had to go to Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti’s tomb. This abrupt
diversion does not seem logical. This is observed at other places
also.

3 ok 3 ok %
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XV

This important and interesting information is not found i
the manuscript of the India Office Library.

. The length and welght of the “Chain of Justice” * LJ«“’/J :
as described in the Khuda Bakhsh manuscript are 40 gaz and ten

mounds respectively as described in the following words:

JﬁUJJb-ﬂV t'rJ}”/U-!’J'#J/JU'/‘:Jb/-’JI-’
ff(_}"#-f'.f.u’ du”u...r/:lu.u..ﬁwxd'/w/

(Fol.10b) "—4*Lssy
While the India Office copy records the length as 30 gaz and
weight as 14 mounds.

Difference in Dates

The Khuda Bakhsh copy gives the date of Jahangir's

accession to the throne as 20 Jamadiul Awwal, 1014 AH: which is as
follows:

.._.ﬁ a.._r/-u','af'j' 737 6'L5fml l?'djﬂfd.rt? f-) Z;A'/”
rynlﬁl3(-‘JLSL/JLJ/JL'._H*UJJJM/'/:’JJJ;_J L-
(Fol.2a) rJr'J)J‘-’JI/:jJ:JJHJ

While India Office copy records 20 Jamadius Sani 1014 A_H.

Style

In the Khuda Bakhsh copy we find that Jahangir has adopted
a very good method of expression and a beautiful style of writing,
which leads to believe that he was a scholar-statesman. This can be
seen specially in the paragraph at the beginning of the work, whicl
has already been quoted above. Actually, every page provides
example of such a good style of writing.
2. Moreover, Khuda Bakhsh Copy contains a sequential

account of historical events. For instance the description o
coronation ceremony foHows the narration of accession which i-
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Historical Events:

Some historical events as described in Khuda Bakhsh copy
are not available in India Office copy. For example when Jahangir
ascended the royal throne of Agra he ordered the courtiers to
organize a ceremonial programme in the court. This programme was
organised in a very splendid manner with lighting arrangement of
‘Shama’. The court was beautifully decorated. This has been
described in detail in two pages of the work. A few lines are as
follows:

Pt i Lo Py S "

Ulads e § Lf'-_'_'lE_:Lf.x: 2eS ..::;.u.u.:f iz s J’f._.; ,3 Es
S 7 ov BN T s s s s o SLissfs Sins 716
S a8 Uil e ST 1o PP UT 00 2 58
Sl 2kt By 2ot/ 2 PSS 2210 3 by
JUssrisa AUl asils Er LA s S Sl s i

‘iﬂ}:fu:—*‘ﬁ}:;n:l.f;fdmc W IV N N 2 ARV Yol
(Fol.2b-3b)

2 In Khuda Bakhsh copy of the Jahangir Namah we find a
detailed and useful account of some holy places of India such as
Banaras, Mathura and Gawalior in addition to Agra. Further the
copy contains special mention of the temples built by the emperor
Akbar in these places along with expenses incurred on their
construction with special reference to Mansingh’s temple of
Banaras. A few lines are as follows:

c/y? be,ﬁJF’uleGfQ’rJ/ Jelr s C?Jl”
LR i 5 63 ek B 7 $LE Tinie S
s L1 Py . S 1k S0 15 sbrs ) S5 P
b7 zesdnns B L P Si1 230 S $UAE UK Sl L
SLIES Uk s S Kt uE il et YT it el YL
s _L_\_ﬁ.:,-":f..f.;/- (24 JLJIUT@,%_:_,JJUTLSJK/_,QL
(Fol. 7b-8b) 0 al T s
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A.H. by the renowned scribe of the time, Mohammad Momin better
known as Katib Shirazi as it is clearly mentioned in the colophon of
the manuscript.

Moreover, the first page of the work contains an autograph
note by Mohammad Sultan (d.1087AH/1676AD), the eldest son of
the Emperor Aurangzeb who says that this work, composed by the
emperor himself, was seized from the library of Qutbul Mulk at
Hyderabad. This note 1s testified to by a seal of prince which is dated
1067AH/1656AD (see library catalogue Vol.VIII, page 58).

Below is a comparative study of the Khuda Bakhsh copy

with other known copies edited by Muhammad Hashim and Henry
Beveridge (English translation) to throw light on the content.
description of events and style of narration which are quite different
from others.
Beginning: This KBL copy contains a very good and excellent
beginning 1n which he praises The Almighty — ALLAH and the
Prophet Muhammad (Be Peace Upon Him). Then he mentions the
verses of the Holy Quran relating to the work which starts as
follows:

m,tﬁrwg&_gf lJJg:{vL}ﬁ;q@;”
Jl:.-:"'/;l.{IJJL’-;'&@IJLJJHTHZJJLI-{(,W L‘}‘C:F!FJLS/-‘:"
| ey LSS 2z 55 Pt sl i T e s 3N G b U
;;JTJ;,‘},:;{;QH:;C;L;;&;,_Q;cj&@ﬁ;yr/ LbUs
= dds o W Jelr o KA (S gL
RTINS IR T TS N st 10 S TR
(Fol.1b) Ll

P .-_n..-l'-_-l'._-""-"_"r_

_ The India Office copy (305) lacks such a preface and begins with
~ the following:

315> r-i:,..;-": Jss il dfﬂbu{(_)}:f =l llF M
JA LJL,,_-_-_,:':-?-‘, SV, B/FTJLCJ,JIJJJ;;:KLSZ-‘HJE sl de
(Fol. 1a) ‘f'::‘:J:JfL:.ﬁL"

|
|
|
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Jahangir Namah — A Comparative Study

- By Dr.Md. Atiqur Raliman

Among the various copies of the Jahangir Namah, printed or
othenwvise, an extremely valuable and rare manuscript copy is

preserved in the Khuda Bakhsh Library, Patna. This copy is dated
1020 A.H. and contains accounts, more or less, for the first threc
years of Jahangir’s reign.

It happens to be the earliest, dated copy of the Tuzuk-i-
Jahangiri/Emperor’s memoirs and appears to offer rather a detailed
and authentic account of the events of the first 27 months of his

reign. It ends, however abruptly, with the mention of Khusrau’s
revolt.

The most talked about copy of the work preserved in India
Oftice Library, London (No0.305) i1s not dated. However, it was
presumed to be scribed two or three years after the death of Jahangir
i.e. 1040 A.H. Recently this manuscript was published from Iran as
edited by Muhammad Hashim.

The English version “Memories of Jahangir” translated by
Alexander Rogers and edited by Henry Beveridge is based on the
well-known edition which Sayyid Ahmad printed at Ghazipur n
1863 and at Aligarh in 1864. According to Muhammad Hashim, the

above Scholar, Rogers’ translation is based on the above mentioned
copy of India Office.

One manuscript-copy of the Jahangir Namah recently
acquired by the Khuda Bakhsh Library is identical with the copy of
the India Office Library. The manuscript is not dated; apparently
belonging to 12" century ALH. It is defective at the end.

The Khuda Bakhsh manuscript, containing three yecars

version appears to be unique in content and style of narration. One of
the most important features of the Khuda Bakhsh manuscript is that
it was transcribed in the sixth year of Jahangir's reign i.e. in 1020

X1
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dynasly of Golconda, who succeeded Muhammad Quli Shah in
A.H.1020 = A.D.1611, bearing the date A.H.1020. This seal also
shows that the space left blank in the colophon for the insertlion of
the name of the king, for whose library the Ms. was written, should
have been filled in wilh that monarch's name. To the left of the seal
of Muhammad Qulub Shah is the seal of "Abd Ullah Qutub Shah,
the sixth king of that dynasty.

The Ms. is wrilten in minule Nasta'lig, within gold-ruled
borders, with an illuminated head-piece and a double-page floral
‘Unwan.

Some folios towards the end are misplaced : the right order
seems to be foll.112, 117, 113-116, 118-119". The catch-words of
these folios are wanling*. Foll. 56-119 are placed in new margins.
There are several Ard-didahs on the last page, one of which is
dated A.H.1068.

— Maulavi Abdul Muqtadir (Khan Sahib)

<

Source: Calalogue of lhe Arabic & Persian Mss in Khuda Bakhsh O.P Library,
Patna Vol VI, pp.54-59.

i N e e e e o e

* Misplaced folios have been made in order in this reproduclion.

. * Catch-words on these folios are by some later hand which are not correctly
- assigned. (Edilor)
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note on the title-page of the Ms., written by Prince Muhammad
Sultan (d.A.H.1087 = A.D.1676), the eldest son of Aurangzeb. The
prince says that this book, called Jahangir Namah, composed by the

emperor himself, was seized from the library of Qutb-ul-Mulk, at
Haydarabad. The note runs thus:-

JIJJJ,ﬁlu)y‘;._i;_;‘TJ}aK/G:;%&/’ﬂ)mt/flfzvcrc{l
b Far7 i S B 2T D)

The note is testified to by a seal of the prince, dated
A.H.1067 (A.D.1656). The prince, then, must have taken possession
of this valuable Ms. in the 29th year of Shah Jahan's reign, when he
took and plundered Golconda. The same tittle is also given in the
iluminated head-piece. Other titles assigned to these Memoirs,
whether the genuine or the spurious, are LFG(-J-' Z'J.Jt' (Tarikh-i-Salim
Shahi), d—bz;.xt' (Tarikh-i-Salimi), (f-l-’pt/fl.;zz;;t'
(Tarikh-i-Jahangir Namah-i-Salimi), Lfﬁ.rl.‘ZJ.';' (Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri),
d/:?l,‘?_ =y (Wagqi at-i-Jahangiri), d/fl‘z b8 (Kar
Namah-i-Jahangiri), d;.r 7= UG (Magqalat-i-Jahangiri) and also JI}'I
_t (Igbal Namah).

The colophon bearing the date of transcription of the copy

runs thus:-
J;f"”}l:fjg';ﬁublu)l'f',;-',.}M&M.Jl“riz'):t?

4 AW S b g e 2 I i S S
1 UEE Yl gl ot g gl LI 5 o

" ’ R | &
=y f "'/d"/fﬁ-‘/f""/(f"
The last figure of the date has been changed to "9". This

would have passed unobserved but for the seal (on the title-page) of
Sultan Muhammad Qutub Shah, the fifth king of the Qutub Shahi
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says, took place on the 11th of Sha'ban, A.H.1017--
,"f/f Y F,Uﬁ}"})hm ;f(b;j'ugiif(ﬂ}_!:.}u/fj
(_')L;’Jl/';al:&"wﬂ f:;:JJnl_f"f:)—a—g(_fﬁ_:_{J{ quj;LiJ}.,U/EJUU/;_‘
RPN ARG

Again, on fol.106a, while Incidentally alluding to an
occurrence which took place in Kashmir, whither he had
accompanied his father on the occasion of his first visit to that place,
he says that at the time of writing he was in his fortieth year:-

gJJL}JJ}Q,UUTJL?/FﬁUTagJJL/J{/fd{)l,

< s
After a short preface, devoted to the praise of God and the
Prophet, the royal author begins the history with the date of hjs
accession to the throne, Thursday, the 8th of Jumada ., AAH.1014 =
A.D.1605. The work is very largely devoted to the rebellion of
Khusrau; but references to Akbat are not infrequent. After the
account of Khusrau's imprisonment and his mother's death, the king
praises Keshu for his diligent and loyal services, and then the
narralive suddenly oloses with mention of the practice of Akbar and
his officers of discharging guns on the first day of every month:-

(_j’::}/f.!i‘._f;l/ M.&ﬂdﬂala} 73 IJXJJ¢M4
LN SN LN 16 23 EN ) 4 5 sl s Il T 5140 1 0
L:)U_r/':fcf.hbﬁui&Jac{lnL/;/’Jqu::Q_’fﬁﬁ&:gﬂ,fuiﬂ,y/
Y= ,4.}1{,;;/{»(;!;1d;}bjuluuﬁJ:IJFU
Copies of this work are mentioned in Ethe, Bodl. Lib.

Catalogue, No0.222, J.Aumer, p.93; and Elhe. India Office Lib.
Catalogue, NO.309. See also Elliot, Hisotry of India, vol.vi p.260.

The title which | have prefixed to this notice appears in a

Marfat.com
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like. Major David Price, who took the spurious text for a genuine

production, translated it for the Oriental Translation Committee,

under the title of "Memoirs of the Emperor Jehangir, written by

himself, and translated from a Persian Manuscript", London, 1829 |1

IS much to be regretted that this version should have obtained so
much currency and credit In Europe. A very old copy of the spurious
Memoirs, dated A.H.1040, i.e. three years after the death of
Jahangir, is preserved in the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society,
London, and is described by Morley in his Descriptive Catalogue,
p.112. This early dated copy establishes the fact that the text was in
existence soon after the death of Jahangir. If it owes its existence to
Shah Jahan, which is very possible, the emperor's intention must
have been that it should supersede the authentic text, which in the
annals of the seventeenth year, contains very severe reproaches
against him as Prince Khurram. The differences between the
authentic and the spurious texts were first pointed out by S.de Sacy
In the Journal des Savans, 1830, pp.359 and 430, and then by
Morley, loc. cit., and lastly, in the most exhaustive manner, by Sir
Henry Elliot and Prof.Dowson, in their History of India, vol.vi..
Pp.251-391, where copious extracts are given from both texts.

The present work, which, as has been noted, was written by
Jahangir in the third year of his reign, is the text on which the
spurious Memoirs are based. A comparison of this text with the
spurious Memoirs (N0.558)' shows a close agreement apart from
the exaggerations which have already been mentioned. Another
point of disagreement is the number of verses. The spurious
Memoirs contain a much larger number than the authentic text

This shorter work brings down the annals only to the third
year of Jahangir's reign, A.H.1017=A.D.1608, when he had reached
the age of forty. On fol. 34b the royal author refers to Prince
Parwiz's marriage with the daughter of Mirza Rustum, which, he
* See Calalogue of Arablc & Perslan Mss. In IKhuda Bakhsh O.P. Library, Patna
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to be bound. and copies to be distributed to the officers of his
dominions. The first copy was presented to Shah Jahan:-

uast 3d s> 0z S 6 Ay e niin B8 07
Jp:‘d}/ ﬁb')lfw_f;bdlﬂ.)l/ SYUSIVA fru/'f,.ﬁl;;l?:l:(
i Lok f otk g3 (FL =t LB U Sl o
;313}1(_5?’;2)11-}}{/ijbﬁ}:;dfjlj;';’;a)b/ﬁgb"ljc)n
L O\ 7 119 5 Iz JJJTJ)/J}‘aJ/Jl?J;i;IJrU} gLy
:»?.A:ru‘, :J’/('l{f JJIJ}L')LU/; A}!ZﬂleJ:lf(jl{f?@
O3y B S O M (S YRV Y= Jeley

Attention was first called to this part of the Jahangir Namah

R ™ I

by James Anderson, who translated and published some extracts
from it in the Asiatlc Miscellany (vol.ii,, pp.71 and 172), Calcutta,
1786, and other portions were subsequently given by Francis
Gladwin in his History of Hindustan, vol.i., p.S6.

The other text of the Meémoirs, generally rejected as
spufious. records events down to the fifteenth year of the reign,
A.H.1029 = A.D.1619. A copy of it, No.558 . is noticed infra. It gives

\' very few dates, and is withoutl much regard to order. The

descriptions of property, gold and silver work and jewels, the
number of horses, elephants, etc., and the cost of buildings, have all
been amazingly exaggerated. It contains stories of Hindu jugglers,
magical performances and sleight of hand, such as would hardly be
expected from an Imperial pen. It is lacking in historical precision,
| and omits many things that ought to have formed parl of the
narrative. The authentic Memoirs, on the other hand, are written in

R—— | i T . —— 5 S

. -chronological order, the events of the reign being narrated year by
| year. The style is simple and inornate, and there are no silly stories

of Hindu jugglers, nor extravagant descriptions of jewels and the
D i, e
y + Soo Calalogue of Arablc & Persian Mss. In Khuda Bakhsh O.P, Library, Palna

|
L
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(A.H.1131-1161 = A.D.1719-1748), it was re-edited by Muhammad
Hadi, who brought down the history to the end of the reign, and

added an introduction containing the history of Jahangir from his
birth to his accession. The whole of this work was published by
Sayyid Ahrnad, under the title of Toozuk-i-Jehangeeree, Ally Gurh,
1864. A Hindustani translation of it, entitled d/.:FLf: JS7 w27 | by
Sayyid Ahmad "Ali of Rampur, has lately been lithographed in the
Nizami Press, Kanpur, A.H.1291. Jahangir himself, in the annals of
the seventeenth year (printed edition, p.352), says that Mu'tamad
Khan, who had been employed in writing the history of his reign,
was ordered to continue the annals from the date up to which
Jahangir had written them, and to place the narrative at the end of
the emperor's rough copy. He was further instructed to write them in
the form of a diary, which, after the emperor's correction, was to be

transcribed in a fair copy:-

L UET el sl frer s UL 52 SU5)

a;a:_:/,‘.;wﬁ;/)f Jfl/u:fﬁj.u?ul.:/@:c)w’/'dp?:}’U:’.,

yaty g ks JI e oﬁ;T(l:jJ;foZ./lTﬂfru’/'(gufjl u.ﬂ@ﬁ'.a

229" {Hu&"_ﬂ);f/’ru‘:ﬂ)ﬁ {I}J)VJ;|JJ¢1))/ J_:iu
;Lﬂ’/:djkf”::t’fdfémf”’j

Another issue of the authentic text, which brings down the
narrative to the end of the twelfth year of the reign, is noticed in
Rieu, i., p.253. Shah Nawaz Khan, in his preface to the

Ma asir-ul-Umara, states that the Jahangir Namah, written by the
emperor himself, did not extend beyond the twelfth year. This
statement proves that he had no knowledge of the continuation of
lhe Memoirs. In the annals of the thirteenth year (printed edition,
p.239) it is said that when the Memoirs of the first twelve years had
been completed, and a fair copy transcribed, Jahangir ordered them

Marfat.com
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JAHANGIR NAMAH

foll. 119; lines 12; size 6.5 x4: 45 x 2

Memoirs of the emperor Jahangir.

This exceedingly valuable Ms., dated Haydarabad,
Dul-hijjah, A.H. 1020 (A.D.1611), i.e. the sixth year of Jahangir's
reign, is the oldest extant copy of the earliest version of the
emperors Memoirs — the version he wrote in the third year of his
reign as a sketch which should aflegwards be amplified into a more
complete work.

Beginning:

18,4 cb B 2 p e S e P el s |
..:.-{;"Cl:"l_.l;_ft; LL-_’J:JF/;U:._J/NI:.;G? .(U"Lo :JJJTJ:‘::LSLAE{ (ﬁd‘f
JI"J{'XIJJUJJT: (Elliot, vol.vi., p.264, wrongly reads:.-w";y)..:.e—'bg
20 13Ny BTy a2 el s e ST Uik b LU sy
_}JJTJJJ);/:;J

There are two well-known texts of Jahangir's Memoirs,

which, though differing from each other, more or less, based on the
present work. One of them, unanimously admitted to have been
written by the emperor himself, covers the period from his accession
lo the seventeentlh year of his reign. It was conlinued under his
supervision by Mu'tamad Khan to the beginning of the nineteenth
year. Subsequently, during the time of Muhammad Shah

v
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Foreword

Khuda Bakhsh Library brings out its rare manuscripts
so as to invite attention of scholars for their information and
furtner research. This is the oldest known copy of Jahangir
Namah a Persian manuscript dated A.H.1020 (A.D.16] )
before you with the earliest version of Jahangir’'s memoirs
written by the Emperor himself. There are various copies of
memoirs of Jahangir with variant titles available at different
places. The present copy covers less than three years period of
Jahangir’s reign yet it is very important being the only extant
copy which also bears royal seals.

The facsimile edition of the manuscript is published
with an introduction extracted from the catalogue of the Arabic
and Persian Manuscripts in thé Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public
Library, prepared by Maulvi Abdul Mugqtadir, vol. 7. A note by
Dr.Mohd.Atiqur Rahman, Keeper of the Manuscript Collection
of K.B.Library is also added. He has compared this manuscript
with Rogers’ translation based on the copy of India Office

Library, London and highlighted some of the very significant
points.

make an intensive study of the available copies of Jahangir
Namabh. It will be useful if some one translates it into English
to facilitate orientalists. A list of words, not legible in the

reproduction, typed from the original is appended for
convenience.

l
% We hope this publication may prompt some scholar to
\

!

H. R. Chighani

A
;
™

|

Marfat.com



Year : 2000

Price : Rs.125/-

Other countries: $ 6/-

Printer & Publisher : Khuda Bakhsh O.P.Library,
Patna — 800004.

Marfat.com



Jahangir Namah

Khuda Bakhsh Library Manuscript

Iracsimile Edition

Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library

Patna

arfat.com

Z e e



