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«Rare and valuable things conme o =mall packages o it
15 said, and Irag i1s no exception. There at the crossroads
between East and West stands a country of 172,000 square
miles with a population of eight milhions and with perhaps
more dramatic «firsts» to 1ts credit than any other country 1n
the world. In the northern part, in Juarmo, is the earliest
known example of settled, agricultural and non-nomadic hfe.
The wheel was invented in what 1s now Irasg, as was possibly
the earliest form of writing. The carliest known code of laws
has been found there; the earhest known astronomical

observations were made there: the earltest known universily

has been found there: In Shanidar, a cave in northern Iracg.
two skeletons were found which are thought to go back nearly

60,000 vears and are held to be the second oldest ever found

in the Middle East.

A Street in Baghdad

Yet in this saime «antique lands vou will find today
television, air travel, a traffic problem and every aspect of
modern life. A country of contrasts indeed, but one where the
old and the new are rubbing off upon each other and infiuenc-
Ing each other in a most healthy fashion. You mayv walk
fifteen minutes from vour modern luxury hotel to the remiiins
of the 13th ecntury Abbasid Palace oy you may drive some
six miles to Tel Hurmal where history goes back 4,000
years.
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HISTORICAL SURVEY
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The «and between the riverss, ax the name Mo~y
might be translated was a fabulously fertile country. Because
It was surrounded by desert and mountfainous regions, it was
always a tempting prize for people inhabiting these less rich
neighbouring areas. Its history was one of successive con-
quests and defeats, now told by the ruins of great and famous
cities - Babylon of the Hanging Gardens, Ur of the Chaldees,
Nineveh and others.

Many different peoples have been atiracted to this an-
clent land. ‘

The earliest settlers known by name were the Sumerians,
about 3500 B.C.

People called Semites began to move into the land before

2300 B.G.
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Gradually the Semites and the Sumerians intermixed.
About 1750 B.C. they were brought under the rule of the
celebrated Hiammurahi, the law-giver, a Semilic king who
established his capital in Batnlon.

The Babylonian Empire was succeeded by the Assvrian
Empire, about 1400 B.C. The Assyrians were skilled hunters
and fighters and among the first to use horses. Their stone
carvings show a proud people who delighted in hunting.

13
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With the advent of the Chaldean Empire, power shifted
from Nineveh, the great capital of the Assyrians, back to
Babyvlon. Under King Nehuchadnezzar, the Chaldean Empire
reached its height, about 570 B.CG.

The Chaldean Empire was replaced by the Achaemenian

Persians. 538—331 B.C. who were defeated by Alexander The
Groat, from 331—323 B.C. Alexander set about preventing
the decline of Babyvlon. His successor, Seleucus, moved the
capital to Seleucia on the Tigris. Only then did Babylon finally
start to lose its cullural and political dominance over the
country and crumble into the sad ruins of to-day.

The Scleucids were followed by the Parhian Persians
135 B.C. — 9226 A.D. These were replaced by another Persian
dvnasty—the Sassanids, whose rule was not.broken until the

Arab Conquest in 637 A.D.

14
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Over a hundred years later, Baghdad was founded by
the Abbassid Caliph, Al-Mansour. The “Round City™ andd its
suburbs were served by elaborate network of waterways,
radiating from major canals. There followed one of the most
brilliant periods in the history of Iraqg, a period that reached
a dazzling peak in the time of Harmn Al-ftashid, (787-809)
the celebrated Caliph of The Thou~and Al One Nuzhis
Baghdad became one of the world’s most renowned cities,
the capital of a great empire, famous for its buildings, s
luxury and as a seat of learning.

In the 13th centurv Baghdad was overrun by the Aon-
gols and for the next six hundred vears Iraq was a country
of little importance. In the 16th century the Turks congquered
st and their-rule was not broken until the First World War.
From 192t to 1932, Irag was under a British Mandate; then
under a pseudo-constitutional monarchy. The turning point 1n
the history of modern Irag came with the Revolution of July
14th, 1958 which overthrew the monarchy and ushered 1n

the new republican era.

15
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BAGHDAD OF THE
? ARABIAN NIGHTS
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The name of Baghdad evokes the aura of the Arabian
Nights, or more properly, 'The Thousand and One Nights.”
This 1s Baghdad of the Abassid Khalif, Haroun al-Rashid,
who brought Baghdad, to its greatest glory, enchnting even
Charlemagne. But the citv was founded by his predecessor,
the Abassid Khalif, al-Mansour, in the year 762. The original
cily was round, with three concentrie enclosures—the ruler
residing within the innermost enclosure, the army within the
second, the people within the outermost enclosure,

Today, the cily slrides hoth sides of the river Tigris,
on one of whose bhanks, every evening, stalls are operated
barbecuing lamb or roasiing fish cleft in two around open
bBonfires, giving the area, with its long line of lighis and
passing parade of strollers in banded headdresses and robes,
the atmosphere of an Arabian Carmival.

Dr. Johnson had said, that the man who is tired of
London, 1s tired of life, and perhaps an Iraqi may be
permitted a similar feeling about Baghdad. _

Baghdad did not grow from a small village; it was built
in a few vears in the 8th century, but thers are not many
remains from those early times. In the main section of town
one 15 confronted by some very modern buildings, a brisk
and efhicient system of transporation by colourful red double-
decker buses, and crowds of cheerful, intent people who could
never bhe mistaken for the people of any other land. The
bearded, sharp-eved Arab of the desert in his flowing white
robes and black cloak rubs shoulders with the voung Baghdad
dressed as elegantly as anv modern voung man in London
or Paris, or the Kurd from the north with his bright clothing

and fringed turhan.
20
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There is now a good number of up-to-date hotels n
Bagdhad where the traveller will find excellent accommoda-
tion. Television is widespread; there are many cinemas
through out the city, as well as night clubs and cabarets
where both European and Oriental programs may be seen.

Baghdad is connected by good roads, railways, and airlines

with the more important towns of Iraq.
Planes of major international airlines visit Baghdad

dailyv.

5
-1|'
Le, = .. .- -
, '"F.!.."-u:..' . . N
N LR SRR s e LT
P N
cem s o BT e TR nhT - R
' -.n - -t - R [ L. -
™, -a._"‘"_a"‘"""""':"..h ?f""hﬁ:!!:l'.h—r-lﬂ"ql,,_—i?lh':q._..'_ TR S N
- - - r o . .o

- -

- L R i - -
SR B Lt (i B ol

Mina'a, ship-restaurant opposite the Unknown Soldier
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At Rashid Street
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BAGHDAD HOTEL

Saadon Street, Tel. 89031
Cable. ( Bagotel )

The most modern and tuxurious hotel, comunmands a
heautiful view on Tigris Raver.

200 rooms all with private bath and two telephones,
Suites with private sitting rooms, all centrally heated and
fully amrconditioned. TV and Radio on demand

Spacious lounges and large gardens. Parking facilities,
Banks=., Travel Agenls, Ailines, post office and shoppnng
AVEeTIe.

24
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Not far ‘from the modern hotels and banks are the
characteristic and quite fascinating mavkets or fgyzoure of
Baghdad. From the busy, nosy Copper Market cotne heantiful
and useful household and decorative arvticles beloved by
tourists and residents alike. In the nearby Sitk Marke! yvou
may buyv lengths of silk and woollens for making clothing;
and just bevond come DPersion carpets, Dragl carpets, quilts,
and every other kind of material used o furnish a house. In
addition there is a huge ceneral market for every kind of
merchandise. and along the river are markets where lovely
cald and silver articles may be hought. Here one can see at
work craftsmen whose skill has been handed down  from
father to son with true oriental fidelity.

At the Copper Market

Baghdad is divided by the River Tigris over which theve
are now six hridges. Rashid Street runs through the center
of town and i1s the main street. Here are most of the hotels
and shopping centres. Throughout the city are to he found

old shrines and maosqgues,
25
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The follawing are the most interest-
ing historical places in and around Bagh-
dad.

Al situated about 20 Kkilo-
metrss west of Baghdad, it represents
the remains of the tower or Ziggurat of
the temple of the Cassites erected in the
14th Centurv B.C. Excavations have re-
vealed that this is a part of the relics

of Dur Rarigalzu, the ¢apital of the Cas-
“siles who ruled this country for about

four centuries between the last quarier
of the 16th century B.C. and the md-
dle 12th centr\ B.C. (1530-t160 B.G.*.

ol 0f tewrniernoor Tag Qisra: Sit-
uated on the left bank of the Tigris 35
kms. below Baghdad, 1t represents the
remains of a Sassanid castle originally
built as a camping site for the Par-
thians,

:‘.-"'+1". [} !4|' .

F‘ew mlles north of Baghdad on the
West Bank of the Tigris. The huge,
magnificent geld-domed mosque of Ka-
dhimain, with its four golden minarets,
provides an 1mpressive landmark for
visitors arriving in Baghdad by Air.
The tombs of Kadhimain two “Imams”
— Moslem reiigious leaders, are there.

o N T 1 T\

i‘r:

Behmd the present Ministry of De-
fence, stands the old citadel of Baghdad.
All that remains of the original building
1s the ruin of a palace now called the

27
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Abbassid Palace, which probably dates
back to eleven hundred and seventy
nine (1179 A.D.}. This remarkable buil-
ding, with its beautiful arch is a fine ex-
ample of Islamic  archilecture. The
ruins have heen partly restored and are
now used to house an important collec-
tion of Arab relics.
Al-Mustansirivah ;

This was a great college, founded
by the Caliph Al-Mustansir in 1232 A.D.
Its ruing are situated on the East Bank
of the river, south of Mamoon Bridge.

Marjan Mosgue

Completed in 1356 A.D. (it was ori-
ginally a school). Marjan Mosque les in
the heart of Rashid_Street. It is an ob-
ject of great interest on account of the
beautv of its door and ornamented
brick-work.

Khan Marjan .

Built in 1358 A.D. alt-the end of the
Silk Market. It houses now the Mus-
eum of Arab Antiquities.

The Gates of Baghdad: The ruins
of Baghdad’'s last remaining gate, Bab \
al-Wastani, 1s now being used as a mu-
seumn for anclient arms and weapons.
Zubaida's Tomhb: Near the Airport
stands the honevcomb tomb tradition-
ally attributed to the famous wife of the
Caliph HAROUN AL-RASHID.

Zubaida's Tomb
-
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Sug Meuhocsl Mhmaret Situated almost
in the centre of Baghdad iuimhuri}_'u
Street), this minaret is all that 1s left of
The mosque of the Caliphs which was
founded in the 10th Century A.D.

Museums=: which open daily from
8.30 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. except on Thurs-

dav, the most important of which are

the following :

[rarr  Muszeurri: Sjtuated _between
Rashid Street and Eastern end of Ma-
moon Bridge in the vicinity of North
CGate. (It is, now, being lransferred to

the new, 1mposing bhuillding, at Mathaf

Street.) It contains pre-Islamic antiqui-
ties 1ncluding the results of all foreign
excavati{:}ns.

.- . . il_'l T, 1
P z . poE g LEmET LT

Sltu.dted in the Norih Gate area. [t
contains an important collection of Arab
relics.

Arab Antiquities Museum - Samawal
Street. -
" Avm: Museur : Situated beside the
bund off Sheikh Omar Street. east of
Baghdad, North Station. It contains an-
clent weapons and arms.

saiuara; Fhsfory Afg--ar \Vﬂziri}*a -
belongs to the University of Baghdad.
(Visit hours in the case of this museum
and the next one. are identical with

Gﬂggrnment office hours.)
HEN (Ii_i._l-f'_"a' o Modern v

—_— -

Tayﬂran 3q. It belongs to the Directorate
General of Exhibitions. (Ministry of
Culture & Guidance).

29
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Aladdin’s Cave in Old Baghdad.
In the centre of the town, squeezed between the breadth

of the Tigris and the busy street, hides one of the many
enchanted doors. Step through, and space travellers are mov-
ing in time! And what a past we've entered! From the dark-
ness, as our eyes gain strength, rich exotic colours glimmer
splendidly, blues, crimsons, greens, purples, ambres, Jewel
colours threaded with gold and silver: silks, leathers, ivory,
sandalwood. porcelain, pearl, copper, massive bronze, gold
leaf on vellum, and wonderful lamps that light in a flash.

{ 31
J

It 1s Old Baghdad. Bazhdad of The Theusand vy
Nights !

31
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The Ten Wonders of 1raq
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LAND OF ANTIQUITY
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The grandeur and the shortcomings of civilization are
all reflected, in one way or another, in the continuity of
history in Iray. Thanks to the devoted endeavours of archae-
ologists and scholars from many nations, it is now possible
{, trace in lhis land, the origin of many of the things that
have gone into the building up of civilization.

The most moving of the places to visit 1s undoubtedly
the site of ancient Babviun which goes back nearly 4,000
years. Here time and the elements, as well as man himself,
have worn away what was probably the most spectacular
city of ancient times, with its Hanging Gardens, its mighty
walls and gates, its palaces, its crowds, its religious rites
and ceremories anod all the other trappings of power. It |
inspires one with awe and melancholy {o ponder the sad
remains. Dominating the scene is the great Lion of Babvlon,
giving a suggestion of such ponderous and almost crushing
strength as would be hard to duplicate in the sculpture of

any other land.
Babyvlon was an enormous city filled with magnificent

palaces, temples and other buildings. Life, for prosperous
people, was already almost as refined and as luxurious as
that of comfortable and prosperous people to-day. Such peo-
ple lived an orderly and ceremonious life in beautiful and
beautifully furnished and decorated houses and wore richly
decorated clothing and lovely jewels; they had feasts and
festivals, entertained one another with music and dancing
were waited upon by highly trained servants, and cared for
by doctors and dentists. Boating excursions were common
summer pleasure on the Euphrates, .

The ‘Babvlonians were excellent archilects, and had an
extensive knowledge of art and letters, as wel as an elabor-
ate system of law.

Babylon 1s specially venrembered for its Hanging Gar-
dens, built by Ncehuchadnezzar to please his Median queen,
when she sighed for the trees of her native uplands. It 1is
counted one of The Seven Wonders of the World.

One hour and 20 minutes on a two-lane well-paved
highway by car will take one the 92 kilometers from Bagh-
dad to Babylon. The ride has the further advantage of giv-
ing the visitor an impression of what this ancient land looks
and feels like : flat, sun-baked; flocks of sheep roam in sparse
pasture; orchards, an occasionil camel, and date palm trees

dot the landscape. 36
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There are still many things to see in Babylon

The great Street of the Processions, the Ishtar Gate with
the beautifull bas-reliefs of animals so cunningly contrived
as to seem almost alive, but with that quality overlaying them
that will always distinguish the work of art from the nat-
ural object, the huge temples of Easgila and Etemrenanki,
the latler, the famous staged tower, in all pmhablhh the
Tower of Babel. When you stand among the ruins you are
Iinked in a way with Hammurabi, with Alexander the Great
to say nothing of kings who perhaps surpassed these men
In power but of whom nothing now is known, except their
names in the Lists that have come down to us.

Nearer to Baghdad is Tel Harmal, only about six miles
away. Here we have a provincial capital of about 4,000 years
3 ago. In addition to the great number of administrative re-
cords you would expect to find, there have ben discovered
some of the earliest mathematical calculations known, one
proving a knowledge of a principle which was hlthettJ

thought to have originated with Euclid seventeen centuries
later.
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Also a must on any itinerary is Ctesiphon, a short drive
from Baghdad, which retains the magnificence of its an-
cient splendour in its arch. Believed to be the widest span
of pure brickwork in the world, the arch is mute testimony
to the highly developed skills of the Sassanians who flouri
shed in this area after the 3rd. century A.D. Nearby the
tourist departiment (The Tourism & Summer Resorts Ad
ministration) has recreated a mule-drawn water wheel.
The mule, blindfolded, walks round and round while the
woonden gears groaning and creaking, set in motion a ssries
of buckels which draw water from the well over which this
primitive machine is bhuilt. A native village provides the
visitor with a close up view of rural life and a Bedouin tent
gives shelter and rest. Coffee and tea in the traditional man-
ner are available and for those who prefer mmore modern
fare Cokes, Pepsi, Seven Ups and a host of other soft drinks

are available.

Arch of Ctiesiphon.
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Nabht Younis Mosque.

Among the thrilling ancient sites to be seen in the north,
i one should certainly not miss the Assyrian capital of
; Nineveh. city of Sennacherib in the 7th cenfury, B.C. Not
g ‘much is left but palace mounds and crumbling walls, but
who would not go out of his way to stand in this famed and
" ancient citv. On the mound called Tel Nabt Younis is now
a mosque which i1s believed locally to house the tomb of

the prophe. Jonah.

from

Also near Mosul is Nimrud. Here one may see another
ziggurat or staged tower, the ruins of a great temple where
two huge stone hons were discovered, as well as_the remains
of the palace of King Assuranasrpal, King of all Assyria,
where marvellous bas-reliefs are to be found of scenes of
i ancient hife and also the famed winged bulls,

-_ If one can go to Arbil and Assur, to Samarra and Hatra,
too, one will step back into both the very ancient past and
$ the “intermediate’’ past of the Islamic period.

39
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Hatra can be reached from Shergat, a station on the
Baghdad-Mosul railway-line, in about an hour and a half by
car, or by a much longer journey from Mosul. |
Hatra became known as an important place during the
second century after Christ. It is then described as “‘a large
and populous city, defended by strong and extensive walls,
and containing within it a temple jof the sun celebrated for
the great value of the offering’’. It enjoyed at the time its
own kings, who were regarded as being of Arabian stock,
but paid tribute to the Parthians. Its period of prosperity
was from about 100—300 A.D., and its buildings may be con-
sidered as characteristic Parthian architecture. There were
a number of historical sieges of Hatra, most of which had
to be abandoned owing to the strength of the walls and the
foughness of its inhabitants.

It was a Sassanian King, Sapor 1, who eventually sack-
ed the town in about 250 A.D. According to history he was
only to do so as a resull of the treachery of the daugther
of King Daizan, who disclosed to him the secret of the talis-
man which protected her father’s city. The lady herself
came to a violent end, for, having first carried her off, inten-
ding to marry her, .Sapor finally became so shocked by her
disloyalty to her father that he went to the extreme of tving
her to the tail of a wild horse. In 363 A.D., the city 1s men- i
tioned as having ‘‘for long been 1in ruins’’ ‘l

40
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In Samarra there are the magnificent Friday Mosque
with its fascinating spiral ramp winding outside the tower
to the top, the remains of the city walls and of the Caliph’s
palaces, and two 13th century tombs which are pilgrimage
centres to this day. In the general area of the north is the
Shanidar cave where the 50 to 60,000-year-old skeletons have
been found.

Samarra Spiral Minaret.

Aslo in the north is The Spring which 1s thought by
some to have started the Biblical Flood. In southern Iraq,
traces of the flood have drumatically supported the sound-
ness of the history of the Old Testament.

41
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Leaning Minaret

The principal cities of the north are
Mosul and Kirkuk.

Mosul ig situated on the right bank
of the Tigris 168 M. North of Baghdad
and can be reached by road, rail or air.
On the opposite bank of the river are
the ruins of Nineveh.

Mosul is very old and the centre of
communication and commerce in the
north, on the main-line railway that
links Iraq with Syria, Turkey and the
West. In visiting Mosul, one should not
miss the Museum, the old An-Nuri
Mosque Wwith 1ts leaning tower, the
Moseque of Nebi-Jirgis, and the 43th
century palace of Qara Sarai.

The excavation ai the three ruined
cities of Nineveh Khorsabad,and Nimrod
have disclosed a type of house which
Mosul has never ceased to build. The
abundance in alabaster quarries in the
suburbs, and its treatment have created
a type of decoration common to churches
and mosques alike; Crude limestone, set
in gypsum cement ‘‘juss” and alabaster
being the long used building materials
in Mosul. The new houses mostly tend
o follow modern European architecture.

Muslin, for which the city was
famous is a corruption of the word
Mosul.

There are many fine hotels in Mosul,
the best known of which are Station and
Rafidain Hotels.
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Kirkuk is the great oil centre of the north. It is now one
of the finest and most up-to-date cities, in Iraq. It dates back
to Assyrian times. The tomb of the prophet Daniel is reputed
to be here. The natural gas given off by the oil wells burns

constantly.

43
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Golden gates at Najaf

Now in dramatic contrast go south to the holy cities of
karbala and Najaf. There, visitors o Najaf see from a long
way off, the fine golden dome of the Mosque-of Imam Ah,
the Moslem Caliph and cousin of the Prophet, towering to
the skies. The ‘‘sahn’’ or great hall of the Mosque is of ex-
(quisite design from both the architectural and the decorative
viewpoint. In Najaf, too, are many famous schools follow-
ing the traditional methods of teaching and emphasizing
Moslem theology and language.

In Karbala is the Shrine of Imam El-Hussein ibn All
This stands in the middle of great chamber, the golden dome
of which, together with its two minarets, shine wonderously.
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*:', Golden minarets of Karbala.
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There are many other attractive historical monuments in
Karbala.

The oulsanding monument of the 8th century is the
fortress palace of Ukhaidhir, 30 miles south-west of Karbala,
whose 1solated and the dry desert climate, make it one of
the best preserved and most imposing antiquities in Iraq.
It was probably built by Isa Ibn Musa, nephew of the Caliph
Al-Mansur, who was persuaded to renounce his claim to the
succession, and retired to Ukhaidhir to live the life of a mil-
lionaire recluse. The palace 1s enclosed by a strong outer wall,
with the imposing main gateway on the north side; this leads
into the entrance hall, with a private mosque on the right,
and thence into the principal courtvard of the palace, sur-
rounded bv buildings three storeys high, with the mamn
“twan'’ — reception chambher, facing the entrance. The rest
of the building is taken up by the domestic quarter, and five
private suites, each with its own courlyard.

U.l;huidhir PPalace.

One ought also not to miss Kufa Mosque, situated In
Kufa, about ten minutes from Najaf. It was designed by the

Arab hero Sa’ad ibn Abi Waqqas in the very early days of
Islam.
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Ur lies in close proximity to the town
of Nasiriya. It was a brilliant centre of
Sumerian Civilisation, and capital of
three dynasties of Kings. To-day you see
the great 60 feet temple tower (ziggurat)
built originally in 2000 BC. a shrine and
the famous tombs in which royal house-
holds, wearing rich garments and beati-
ful. jewels were buried together with
their kings 4500 years ago.

Ur is famous for its fascinating red
ziggurat (staged tower) and the marvels
dug up from the Tombs (now housed in
Iraq Museum in Baghdad).

There is a night train service, which
leaves Baghdad west in the evening and
arrives at Ur Junction early in the

following morning.

An Ur nmarvel’”

&7
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The largest city in the south is [Fasrah.

Basra is situated on the west bank of the Shatt-el-Arab,
25 mmiles from the Arabian Gulf and about 552 kms. from
Baghdad. It is linked on one side with the desert so that you
hear the cries of camels mingled with those of the passing
ships. Near-by is Al-Qurna, where the Tigris joins the Ku-
phrates and where you find the legendary spot of the Girden
of Eden and Adam's Tree. “

Basra lies two metres above sea, and can be reached by
rail, road or air from Baghdad. It is one of the most impori-
ant cities of Iraq owing to its situation on the Jbank of the
Shat-el-Arab, which links Iraq with the outside world by
sea. Basra comprises three parts; Ashar, Basra city and

- i‘i’ ;' J‘-'-".-j-f-—-? (-IIJJI..-"'-‘J_.J. |
3 MUY S Mju-b[‘)' FL,,J,..-; . ! :
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t

Adam’s Tree at Ourna. 'I‘-he legendary spot of the Garden of Eden.
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Margil. The Porl, Airport and the chief hotel are siluated in
Margil, while Ashar is the business cily. Basra has a pro-
minent place in the history of Traq and Islam. It was buili
by the Arabs in 636 A.D. on a site a few miles from that of
the present city. It soon became an nnportant commercial
centre, also a centre of Islamic and Arabic culture.

Sights of [nlerest Ther are in Basra several historical
sites, some of which date back to the early days of Islam
such as the shrines of Talha. Ibn Sirin, Hassan al Basri and
al Zubair all at the vicinity of present Basra. The latter was
Jike Talha a companion and contemporary of the P’rophel.
His tomD is at Zubair which gives the name to that town.
Basra has the most extensive date groves in the world.
These are automatically fed with fresh water when the water
level in the river rises twice a day due to the effect of the
tide. The number of palm trees of fruit age in Basra was
according to the 1959 census over eight millions and a hal{.
Basra is sometimes called Venice of the East, because it 1s
laced with canals. Sindbad the Sailov, of Arabian Nights

fame, is associated with, Basra.
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Next to the city of Baghdad, probably the most attrac-
tive part of Trag for the tourist is the north and northeast,

Here colourful, friendly Kurdish people inhabit their
towns swrrounded by magntficent mountain scenery, some-
times wooded and watered by turbulent streams, sometimes
gaunt and bare, but alwayvs dramatic and often awesome,

One can admire here the mountain grandeur and sylvan
delight that are the setting for a number of villages now
transformed into summer resorts, These little communities,
so rich in natural amenity, have for long been the goal of the
traveller and the explorer, hul now they have been popula-
rised. Communications have been 1mproved-even to the pro-
vision of airfields — and new hotels, rest-houses and guest-
houses have heen built. A number of regions of northern
Iraq have evervthing {o commend them gs popular sumimer
resorts, for thev sland high above the hot and humid plains;

and as for winter sports resorls, they bid fair to become the
Alps of the Middle East.

The principdl resorts are the following:

Salahuddin. About a half-hour drive from Arbil Railway
Station and 19 kms. from Shaqlawa Summer Resort; at a
height of 1091m. above sea level. The highest temperature in
summer 15 38°C0,

A Deautiful resorl with magnificent views of mountains.
There are modern, furnished houses for summer visitors, a
rest house, a switmnmingpool, an open-air cinema, a cafe, a
resliourant. shops, a school, a garden for chtldren, a dispen-
sarv, and some governiment centres. Ther are also two modern
hotels-Salahuddin and Pirmam. Salahuddin is a first-rate
hotel consisting of 30 double rooms with privaie baths
and the usual compleméntary services. It has large lounges,
a dance floor and beautiful surrounding gardens.

Pirmam is a second-class hotel consisting of 14 double
rooms and a good cafe-restaurant.
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Shaglawa. About a half-hour drive
from Salahuddin. Height : 966m. Highest
temperature in summer: 35°C. .

An abundance of greenery, water and
trees, surrounded by high mountains
and overlooking a great valley.

There is a hotel belongirg to Summer
Resorts & Tourism Service.

Gali Ali Bez. On the way to Haj
Omran; 50 kms. from Shaglawa.

Height: 800m. H'igest temperature in
summer: 38°C.

Here summer visitors may enjoy the
sight of the great water-fall and other
scenes of beauty. n

~FThere 1s a cafe confaining a lounge
and a dinming-room.
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Haji Ouwran: On the border of Iran. Height : 1700m. High-
est temperature in summer 28°C,

Here the climate is very cold and the skiing-in February
and March-1s ideal.

The mountain water is therapeutic. There is a modern
rest-house here.

Zawlita, 90 Kms. from Mosul. Height: 859 m. Highest
tempearature in summer : 38°C. In a most romantic country-
side where great pine trees give an atmosphere of peace and
tranquility. There ‘is a rest-house here.

.
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Swaratouka. About 114 Kms. from Mosul. Height: 1199
m. Highest temperature in summer: 33°C.

Attractive surroundings, mountain landscapes; with a

large hotel and houses designed to satisfy modern tourisl
requirements.

o7
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Sarsang. About 120 kms. from Mosul. Height: 1054 m.
Highest temperature in summer: 34°C.

A most beautiful mountain resort with an interesting
variety of fauna and flora. Nearby is the Republican Palace.

There is a big modern hotel with, among other amenities,
constant hot water. It has big lounges, a swimmng-pool, a
dance-floor, tennis-courts and beautiful surrounding gardens.

N | .
| SURENEAELE '&'
} -~

Some of our hardier tourists may want to try pitching
their tents in this wonderful region. However, the courteous
and hospitdable Kurds and Arabs may insist that they be
their guests, and ceriainly there is no better way to get to
know people. \What the houses might lack in luxury will be
more than made up for by the warmth and friendliness of |

ihe host and his family. 1'

By . .
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Habbaniva Lake is 8 Km.s from Baghdad, to the south
of Al-Ramadi. A fine holiday resort, ideal for a sun-bath. A
visitor coming from Baghdad has only {o follow the main
highway and take the bitumen side road to the left, with a
sign on the cross roads indicating the lake. The lake 1tself
is hidden behind a chain of low hiils to the west of the

Euphrates.

Much care has been taken by the Directoraie General of
Tourism & Summer Resorts Administration towards deve-
loping the place into the most pleasant recreation centre
mainly for Baghdadis whose business and city jobs would
not allow to travel farther, and in order to enjoy a short and
hvely weekend,

The Lake 1s frequented all around the year, especially
during autumn and spring seasons, and in the cool nights of
summer. Further, the Lake is ideal for water skiing, boat
races, swimming coniests and other similar water sports.

There is a first-class café-restaurant and 50 cabins for vi-
sitors and swimmers, all belonging to Tourism & Summer
Resorts Administration. The cabins are fully furnished and
are hired for 24 hours,
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Czographical Note

Now that we have located Iraq in time, let us atlempt to
do so in.space. You will find it in your atlas bounded on The
east by Iran and on the west by Syria, Jordan and Saudh
Arabia: on the north by Turkev, and on the south by the
Arab Gulf. The central geographic fact is the magnificent
river svstem, From the lofty mountains of Turkey come both
fhe Tieri< and the Euphrales, each bringing a river system
of its own and sweeping in great long loops o irrigate the
land. | .
Iraq is divided into three distinet geographic zones: the
desert in the west and southwest; the plains: and the high-
lands in the northeast which rise to 10,000 feet.

The desert is part of a belt thal runs from North-Africa
to Central Asia. It i an upland region with altitudes of from
2 000 to 3,000 feei (between Damascus and Rutba, n Irag),
but declines gently toward the Euphrates.

Dominated by the river systems of the Tigris and Kuph-
rates, the plains area is economically the richest. It 1s com-
posed of two regions divided by a ridge, some 250 feet above
the flood plain, between al-Ramadi and a pomnt south of
Baghdad which marks the prehistoric coastline of the Arabilan
Gulf. The area of the lower Euphrates-Tigris valley has been
built up by the silt the two rivers carry. The low-Iving region
consists of marshland and low mud plains criss-crossed by
drainage channels. At Qurna, just above Basra, the two rivers
combine and form the Shatt-al-Arab, a broad, navigable wa-
terway through which ocean-going vesselz enter the harbor of
Basrah.

In the upper Euphrates valley, the two streams form two
distinct basins each with its own tributaries and separated
by a broad stretch of upland plateau known as the Jazirah
(Island). To the north, Jabal (mountain) Sinjar rises to
3,000 feet. From the very ancient times of Babvlon and even
earlier, canals have been run from these two rivers {o waler
the surrounding landscapes. Perhaps the dates vou eat in
vour Baghdad hotel have been watered by a stream flowing
through one of the canals built by Nebuchadnezzar's workmen
nearly three thousand vears ago.
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Climate

In the mountainous north-eastern area, a comparafively
long winter i1s usual with temperature falling below freezing
boimmt, between December and January.

In summer, temperatures are moderate to warm. The
mountains of high peaks are usually covered with snow 1n
winter. Here i1s some of the most beautiful scenery in the
world.

The central and south area of Iraq 1s characterized by a
moderate winter and a long dry summer, The hottest weather
occurs from June to September. In the evening, howevr, it
hecomes wonderfully relaxing.

Rain falls mainly in winter. Spring and autumn, in April
and November, are transilional but most delightful seasons.

Normally no rain falls from the end of May to the end
of September.
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Fauna & Fiora
The type of vegelation varies with the character of the

sone. The mountains of the northern part of the country are
covered with Gall Oak, Aleppo Pine, Turpantine tree, Juni-
per, Oriental Plane tree, Walnut, Willow, Tamarisk, Hop
Clover, Sage, and Milk-Vetch. The Steppes area is covered
with Plantain, Poppy, Pheasan{”s-eye, Catchfly, Sand-Spur-
rey, Sedge, Gagea, Mullein, and Needlegrass for a short per-
iod in the spring serve.a pasture for sheep and goats. The
alluvial and marsh areas in the southern part of the country
are rich with Saltwort, Camel Thorn, Box Thorn, Reed, Rush,
Hornwort, Bulrush {forming dense association over large
areas), Buttercup, Sage, Glasswort and Saltbush. The Desert
areas are covered with Rockrose, Spear grass, Ovate-Plantain,
Horned Stock, Poppy, Pheasant's-eye, Catchfly, Gagea, Stork’s
_bill, Tatarian Orche and Salibush. These vegetations bloom
for a short period in the spring time and also serve as pastures
for sheep, goats, and camels. Some 25 to 30 million date palms
representing about 170 varieties produce one of Iraq's most
important agricultural exports. Orange and Lemon trees are
grown extensively in the shade of the date palm trees through
central and southern part of the country. Wheat and Barley
are raised specially in northwestern part of Iraq belween
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Vast areas of Rice fields are
planted in the southern part of Iraq.
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iraqg’s Eternal Pilant

The age-old date palin had alreadyv ecaslt its shadow upon
the Garden of Nden, when Adam and Eve exhibited the first
proof of humman frailty.

There 15 archacological evidence that the ancient races
of Sumerians and Akadians hved in houses roofed with date
palm fronds. The date palm 1s, therefore, often thought of as
the most ancient tree in the world and i1s frequently referrved
lo as the “"Eternal Plant’.

The home of the date palm is Iraq, land of eternal Sun-
shine. Here, where climate conditions are 1deal for dale grow-

ing. more than 80 per cent of the world’s supply of date is
grIown,
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wild animals include hyenas, jackals, foxes, wild cals,
brown bears. wild boars and a few leopards and wolves. Herds
of gazelles are found in the steppes, and wild goals in the
mountains. Other smaller mammals include hares, Jerboas,
cerbils, moles, field rals, porcupines, hedgehogs, badgers,
martens, otters, small mongoose and bats.

The country is rich in bird life, both as residents, winter
or summer visitors, and migranis. Wild ducks, geese, black
partridges, houbaras, and sandgrouse are the main garme-
birds. Birds of prev of various species including vultures,
eagles, harriers, buzzards, falcons and owls are more or less
abundant, and different water and shore birds occur in the
marshes and rivers. '

Freshwater fishes of the rivers Tigris, Euphrates, Shatt-
al-Arab and their tributaries constitute part of the main dief

of the population.

Storks are common sight in Baghdad and elsewhere in
Iraq. They build their nests on the trees, roofs and domes.
Their migration marks the beginnings and ends of the four
5easons.
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A few of Iraq’s Gastronomic specialities

One interesting facet of Irag life is the variely of food
to be found there. If the season is right, one musi not leave
without sampling masgouf, the delicious fish from the Tigris
which is cooked right on the river bank, fresh from the river.
To see the fires dotting the river bank, on a warm evening
under a full moon and then to tasie the masgouf ilself, crisp
at the edges, white and succulent, is indeed an experience
you will not soon forget. A most fascinating place for this
is Abu-Nawas Avenue, in Baghdad.

In restaurants you “may try ‘‘kabab,’’ it is usually
mande of lamb, skewered chunks of lamb betwen generous
nieces of onion, tomato, pepper, etc. You should also try
“ Kubba.® filled with minced fat, nuts, raisins and spices. Al-
most anvone in the East cooks excellent rice, and the Iraqis
are no exception. It is very fluffy and each grain stands
separated fronr the other.

For drinks vou have many choices ranging from the In-
ternalionally known soft drinks to the typical local drink
lebn (like voghurt), or coffee made- very strong and sweet

and with a deep sediment, or tea served in small glasses.
There is even a lemon tea which you should at least try.

Liquors

Arak is the native drink — rather strong! |
At good restaurants and hotels, vou can get cocktails and
most of the FEuropean liquors,
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‘ OPERA HOTEL

-4_ Tel. 93009, 93008

fascinating city of the Arabian Nights, where
Beauty and Serenity prevail.

-I Located in the most desirable part of this
|
%

...The only Hotel of its kind in the Country.

Newly built, it consists of four large buildings,
100 comfortable Bedrooms—most with private baihs
and hot and cold running water. large Saloon, Din-
ing Rooms, Lounge and Bar.

All are beautifully furnished and entirely air-
conditioned.

Four Large Gardens with Childrens’ Play Areas
comprise the exquisite landscape in this residential
locality.

Surrounded by picturesque views and clean
fresh air.

Eastly reached from all parts of the City wia
every means of transportation.

T LT - a- .
' gl . g T -‘q'ﬂ' -
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THE IRAQ Y.M.C.A, HOSTEL TARIFF

1D. 36 to ID. 45 monthly
ID. 1.400 to 1D, 1.700 daily

Accommodation
& full-board

Accommodation
& Breakfast

Accommodation
only

Bed One Dinar
200 Fils
300 Fils

250
1D,

Single, Room
Double Room
Single Room
Double Room
Single‘ Room

Double Rooum

ID

1D.
ID.
1D.
ID.
ID.
ID.
ID,
1D.
ID.

. 60/- monthly for two persons
2.600 daily for two persons
24 to ID. 30 monthly

{.000 to 1D, 1.200 daily

36/- monthly for two persons
{.800 daily for two persons
20 to ID. 25 monthly

0.800 tfu ID. 1.000 daily

30/- monthly for two persons
{.600) daily for two persons

THE IRAQ

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
Saadoun Street

Baghdad
Tel, Office 81362, Public 83104.
Cables: Manhood

Y.W.C.A. HOSTEL TARIFF

---------
lllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllll

Fils ....covviiins
1/700 ...

Private bed-room
Breakfast.

Lunch.
Dhinner.
Full board.

Special rates for :-
{. Double bed-rooms,
» For thuse who stay more than one month.
3. For students.
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BAGHDAD
Damascus Road
Mansour
Next to the Airport
Tel., 33994
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Artists & Dates |

“Irag's producltion of artists is second only to its pro-
duction of dates!’, said one recent visitor to Bngh_dad, MAar-
velling at the numerous art exhibitions he had wiinessed,
during his brief stay in the capital.

The real marvel, however, is the superior quality of
these exhibitions. The work has the mysterious poetry of life
and man in their local dress. |

Iraqi artislts are no oulsiders in their country. They can,
hardly meet public demand. At every exhibition, they sell
almost everything they show.

t

Gypsy dance from Iraq.
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Population

According Lo the last official census in 1957, the popula-
tton pf hragq was 6.339,960. It is now estimated at close to 8
mililon. Density per sq. km. varies from 1,8 in al-Ramadi to
64,4 in Baghdad province.

The nature of the country 1nevilably determines the
distribution of population. Nomadic tribes roam the deserts
south and west of the Euphrates. The Jazirah bedouins and
semi-nomads graze their flocks on the pastures of the steppes
and the highlands. Many of the villages shelter movre than
2 000 people. Some 20 towns have a population of over 10.000
people. Baghdad, the capital and largest city, has with its
suburbs, according to 1957 census, an estimated population of
onne million : Mosul, in the north, 178,222; Basrah, the main
port, 164,905; Kirkuk, an important oil cenfer in the north,
148.639. Other cities derive their fame and position in the life
of the country from their religious connections, e.g. the holy
shrines of Kerbala and Najaf count 60,294 and 83,190 inhabi-
tants respectively.

Religion

The predominant and official religion of Iraq is Islam,
but complete freedom of religion is guaranteed to all inhabit-
ants. The number of Christian is 206,206, while that of
Jews is setimated at 4,906. There is also an interesting mino-
rity of Yazidis in the north (55,885) who have a religion of
their own and are cheerful and picturesque people. Then
there are the Sabaeans, followers of St. John the Baptist, who
are famed for their silverware (11,825}.

Resources

Iraq is very rich in ifs agricultural, mineral and human
resources. It possesses two of the greatest rivers in the world.
The fertile land floats on a sea of oil, the “black gold™ of
modern times. Exploitation of this wealth 1s possible because
of the large income from oil revenues and the profits of local
privale industries and government administrations,
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1§ Language

| Arabic is the official language. In the north, the two
f main languages spoken are Arabic and Kurdish.

‘ English is widely understood, and the tourist conversant

with this language should experience no difficulty. Attend-
ants at all good business houses and shops, managers and
stewards at all good restaurants and hotels have usually a

working knowledge of English,

D —1#"’--*&'“—."&‘— - T a

Education

Education in Iraq is the primary responsibility of- the
State. It is free in all its stages and open on equal footing to
| all the citizens of the country irrespective of race, language,
religion, nationality, sex, economic¢ or social status.

Iragi Women, now emancipated, are emerging, mn daily
increasing numbers, to take an active part in social life and
revolutionary reform. FEducation of all types, and at all
levels, is open to girls, increasing numbers of whom are now
quahifving as doctors, chemists, lawyers, teachers, and social
workers.

- I.F'_ I
JH-&#. -

Administration

For admnistrative purposes, Iraq is divided into 14 *'Li-
was' ', or provinces, under ‘‘Mutasarrifs’’, or governors, who
are directly responsible to the Ministry of Interior. These
“Lawas’ are subdivided into ‘‘Qadhas” adminsttered by
“Qaimagams’’ or district commissioners and ‘"Nahivas' ad-
ministered by ‘‘Mudirs’’ or Directors.

Weekly public holiday

All government deparlments and most shops and business
houses close on Friday.
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Tourist Gamp

At the beginning of Army Canal, especlally designed and
equipped by the Tourismm & Summer Resorts Administration
lo satisfy modern tourist requirements, (Tel. 28861)

-:-....i.i.n-.'-\.‘. H -

Tourist Camp.

.
-

o

B | L.

Oficial Exchange for Iraqi Dinar
1.D. 1 {1,000 Fils) = £ 1 Sterl. U.S. 8 2.8

-—”“:;d- LS

e

Tipping

In most hotels and restaurants, there is a service charge
of ten per cent added to your bill; if not, tip about ten per
cent. Taxi drivers and ushers at the cinemas are not tipped.

L aundry | |
Laundry is excellent and cheap. Dry cleaning establish-

ments are everywhere.

h Yeitage
A.C. 220,

g Drinking Water )
' Tap water, in hatel rooms, is absolutely safe to drink.
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AMUSEMENTS

IN BAGHDAD
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Night Clubs

Auberge (Sadoun Park, Tel. 97914) restaurant - bar, dance
orchestra, floor show.

Embassy (Masbah, Tel. 90971) restaurant—bar, dance
orchestra, floor show.

Select (Alwivah, Tel. 99848) restaurant—bar, dance or-
chestra, floor show.

Baghdud (Rashid Army Camp St. Tel. 97945 restaurant
— bar, dance orchestra, floor show.

Scheherazad (Rashid Army Camp St., Tel. 94409) cabaret
—bar, western and oriental programme.

Caravan (S8adoun St., opposite Baghdad Hotel, tel.
d0278) cabaret, restaurant--bar, western and oriental pro-
gramme,

Al-Hurrivah {Sadoun st., near Nasr Cinema, Tel. 84311)
cabaret, restaruant—bar, western and oriental prograntme.

R1
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Cinemas

Nasr Sadoun St.,
Khayyam Rashid St.,
Granada Kifah St.,
Roxy RRashid St.,
Rex Rashid St.,
Sindbad Sadoun St.,
Al-Watam Rashid St.,
Aladdin Nashid Si.,

Tiguels

2. First-class cinemas

Box (4 seats) 550 fils
Stalls 100 fils
Gallery 130 fils

b. Second-class cinemas
Box (4 seals) 350 fils
Stalls or gallery 80 fils

All the seais are numbered and reservable. It i1s advis-

able to reserve boxes in advance.
Shows begin at:

10.30 a.m.

4.30 p.m.

7.30 p.m,

9.30 p.m.

Programmes are advertised in ‘‘Baghdad News', English

daily.
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Baghdad by night.
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I HOTELS & RESTAURANTS
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A SELECTION OF DE LUXE 1st AND 2nd — CLASS HOTELS IN BAGHDAD

Room Rates in Iragi inars(1)

No. of baths Single Occupancy Double QOccupancy Reslaurant Prices

Total Room Room &
MNo.

Only B'Iast

Hame of Localion Tel. No. of

Haolel rooms Lunch Binner

Bachdad Sadoun Si. EE E 0,800 0,800
— 1,000
Ambassador h_u_“__-__..__l-m St HHH H _—
0,750
Khayam Rathid s8I H IEE 0,800
Al-¥arama Abu-Nawas Si. HHHH 8,7
Tigris Palace {| Rashid 8t EHHH 0,650 &
Sindbad Rashid 81. E!IH 0,800
Sheperd Karrada El!- 0,600
Kuwail Abu-Nawas Sf. $8857 HIH 0,500
Sargan Abu-Nawss Sl EHHH 0,700
(N T T AT e
Abu-Nawsa Abu-Nawas 8t, EH!! —
| River Froni | Mear Ahrar Bridge EH HH —
{  Babylon Rashid 8t. sas2 | a5 ["os | 26 -

(1) LD 1 (000 Fils) = £ Sterl. U 5. Dollars 2.8
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First Glass Holels & Rest-Houses Bslonging to the Tourism and Summaer Resorts Administration

No. of No. of Baths

Name Address Tel. 'Hnum:

Privaie Total
_-—_-_——-—*—__
A. HOTELS
1. Sarsank Sarsahh 14 61 a1 gs
2. Salahuddin Salahuddin Summaer

Resort 1 30 30 30
M
3. Pirman

3 3 4 8

4. Khaniad Shakiawa _ 9 9 3 3
5. Swaratouks B 12 3

; Swaralouha —
8. Salman Pach (Clesiphon) Salman Pach 18 5 5 5

T. Ramadi Ramadi — 8 ) ¢

3. Kut Kut 39 12 12 12

g Karba Karbala 82 37 ar a7
10. Diwaniyzh Diwaniyah 375 11 1 11
- e

B. REST-HQOUSES

. Iawita Lawila

2, Haji Omran Maji Omran ~— 5 2

3. Eullirplniyl Sulaimaniya 100 12 12 i2
]W

& Samarra Samarra 24 8 4 §

8. Hindiya Hindiya Barrage 5 3 J 3

7. Rutba Rutha 18 18 16 18

8. Babylon Babhylon 17 3 3 3
M"'"\_Anﬁ——_m__a——g—-
\-—________

GENERAL TARIFF (in Iragi Dinars

Per Parson 2 Parsons

—_————— e

Room & B'fast 1.009 1.008

—_——— e

Full Board 1.500 3,000

—_—

Reslaurant Prices

B fast 0. 304
Lunch 0.550
Dinnar 0.654
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ORIENTOURS

THE ORIENT TRAVEL & TOURIST CO. W.LL.
RASHID STREET - BACHDAD - IRAQ.

‘BI‘ISl
84253

Cables . ORIENTOU RS Phones
87751

AFFILIATED OFFICES. CORRESPONDENTS & AGENTS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD.

consuli —ORIENTOURS

( Intcrnational Travel Organization)
ORIENTOURS Wil solve all your travel difficulties
ORIENTOURS OGives you a good council

ORIENTOURS Eliminates difficulties

ORIENTOURS Reduces formalitres
ORIENTOURS Assures your comfort.

formation, air, sca and land travel,
forwarding of c¢argo, pacKing, J
Tours, sightsceing, eXCUTSIOns

Contact ORIENTOURS, for any n

hotel reservations, clearance and

Insurance and Foreign Exchange,
conducted by Sentor (ruides.
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A SELECTION OF RESTAURANTS

N BAGHDAD

Name Type Tel. Localion
Mataam Al. Cale, Rest. & Bar 90061 Alwiyah-Sadoun S
Mataam

Casino of july 14
Hamurabi

Min'a

Taj Mahal

F araj

Colden Nast
Shtora

Asia

Candola

Satiumi

Stiver Tower
Gardenia
Romance

Al Shish

damhuriya
Swiss
Sulaf

Sharif Haddad

A’sima
Ammulias

Beau Rivage

est, and znd class horels b

Cale, Resl. & Bar

Cafe, Rest. & Bar

Gafe, Rosl. & Bar

Cafe, Rest. (Indian) &Bar

Cafe, Rest. & Bar

Cafe & Resl.

Cale, Rest, & Bar

Cafs, Rest. & Bar

Cats, Rest. & Bar

Cale, Rest. & Bar

Cuafe, Rest. & Bar

Cafe, Rest. & Bar

Buftst & Bar

Aest. (Serving chicken

oniy)

Buffst.

Buffet & Bar

Cafe, Rest. & Bar

Aest. (Orientat Dishes)y &

Bar

Rest. (Orlenial Oishes)

Resi. (Oriental Dishar)

Cafe, Rast. & Bar

Iragi and International food.

91

35545

8055h

93857

23156

83137

52640

9512

BG548

84297

BOS58

BGcos

8B4 70

50985

85254

33045

97447

Midhal 51,
Unknown Soldier $q.
Mazball

Nidhal St.

Unknown Soldier Sq.
Opera Sq.

Abu Nawas 5f.

Abu Nawas St

Abu Nawas St

Abu Nawas St,

Abu Mawas S,
Rashid S5t. Sinak

Masr Sq. Sadoun St

Tahrir $q.
Raskid St
Jamhuriya Bridge

Ahrar Bridgs

Ahrar Bridge
Rashid 8.

Abu Nawas St

ave excellent restaurants. They provide both

Martat.com
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COMMUNICATION & TRANSPORT
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Member of the International Air Trans<port Association,
Speed n smooth. above the-weathey flving,

[raqi Alrways now provide regular international services
linking Iraq with India, Pakistan. the whole NMiddle l9ast.
Turkey Czechoslovakia, Austria, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom.

In the decade which ended in 1960 Irapn Alrwavs can
look on ten years of spectacular achievement. Passengers car-
ried each vear rose from 18,000 to 80,000 cargu- 140 tons to
over 750 tons and mail {1 tons to nearly 130 tons.

Over half a million passengers. 3.500 tons of cargo and
900 tons of mail have been carried on Iraqr Airways services
in the past ten vears and additionally 25,000 Pilgrimns have
been carried rapidly and zafelv to the Holy places at very
reaconable cost.

[raqt Airwavs have a {00 =afely record and an enviable
reputation for courteous and efficient =ervice.

Iraqi Awrways recently purchased three " TRIDENT Je
Alrcrafts which will be put into aoperation with éffect from
June, 1965 aiming from this enlargement of the company by
supplying her with the most up to date aircraft to enable her

to keep the place she deserves in the world of Aviation,

9o

. A e T il TR e ..
von a1 i " a
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AIRLINES

Iraql Alrways Sadoun St.,

l Middle East Airlines o

i

4 Air Liban ' o

; Pan American World Alrways . '

1 B.0.A.C. ' .

E [ Lufthansa . .

L Alitaha . .

l K.L.M. v

:I Czechoslovak Airlines v .
Kuwait Airlines " »
Swissalr ' F
gaudi Arabian Airlines Khallani Sq.
L.1.A. sadoun St.
S.A.S. Sadoun St.
United Arab Airlines Khallani Sq.

96
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Who else can fly you from Baghdad

to the U.S.A. with no change of plane?
No one.

Now Baghdad’s an important new stop on Pan Am’s  round the
world Jet routes. Take off eastbound for the U. S. A with us
on Mondays, westbound on Thursdays. Fly straight through to
the U S. A to Europe, to the Orient. with no change of plane.

You'll fike this convenient new service that puts Baghdad
within easy reach of 127 cities, in 86 lands, on all 6 continents.

And you'll like the good feeling you have knowing you've chosen
the very best!

Baghdad: Saadoun Street Tel - 88300

World’s Most Experienced Airline
First ’Round the World .... First on the Atlantic ... .
First on the Pacific _ . « . First in Latin America .. ..

- bt R © e e . n. .
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GENERAL BOOKING AND TRAVEL AGENTS

- —'*.,—.—

WELCOME ALL TOURISTS TU
The Land of Mesopotamia, the cradle of Weslern
civilization
COME AND TRY FOR YOURSELVES

The reat Arab hospitality, enjon night life in the city of
Haron Al Rashid

BABYLON, Gtesiphon, Uv of The Chaldees, Nineva, The
Golden Mosques of Kadhimain, The Banging Gardens, the
Arab tents and many other places of interest

All within vour easy reach

YvOU PLAN, WE WILL ARRANGE 1T

JUMHERIYA STREET, TEL. q8G4LL, 88277, 81593
TELEGRAMS UTEBE"

[ ]

AMERICAN EXPORT
IsBRANDTSEN LINES

1R €.
P— ———
e o et e
SEHTRAL AJEHTE
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iRAQI REPUBLICAN RAILWAYS
The Tragi Bepublican Batlways are divided into three
wain dines radiating from laghdad 1 —

1. Baghdad Viatoil Basrah Melre Gauge Line. a dis-
tance of HBO Kilomelres, with branch lines, one al Al- Hindi-
vah Junction for the holy city of Kerbala fa distance uf 38
Kins.) and the other at Br-Junetion (U ol the Chaldees) for
An-Nasinvah, a distance of aboul 16 kilometves, The fane
sorves the Liwas of Kerbala, Al-Hilla, Ad-Diwanivah, Nas:
siriva and Basvih, famous for its world renowed DATES, On
this line lravellers can visit the ancient places of Babylon,
Al-Ukhaidher, Eridu (Warka and Uy of the Chaldees and
Holyv Shrines al Kerbala.

A new slandard Gauge lane has been constructed ad-
javen! o the Metre Gauge 1,ine above, reducing the distance
Lhoelween Baghdad & Ma'qil to 550 kins. and passing through
An-Nassiriyalh Gity. Its expected lu be opened for full traffic
during the first quarter of 1965.

|

!

9 PBaghidad - Nirkuk - Frhil Melre Gauge Line, a dis- E

tance of 427 Kilometres with a branch line ai Juloula' Junc- ‘*{

lion, for Khanaquin City, a distance of about 28 kms. The 1

Line serves the Liwas of Divala, Kirkuk and Erbil. On this |
Section. travellers can visit the famous 0il Fields at Kirkuk

PBaba Gurgur) and ancient Castle at Erbil).

9. Baclalad - Mosul — Tel kotehek, Standard Gauge
[ e a distance of 531 kilometres. The Line serves the Liwas
of Dazhdad and viosul. On thiz Section travellers can visit
Qamarrah. the ruins of Hatra. Nirmud, and Ninevah, the
famous capital of the Assyrian Empire and other historical
places, The Baghdad - Tel - Kotchek Line offers direct con-
nection to Aleppo, Beyrout, Ankara, Istanbul and with the
Siiplon - - Ovient Kxpress from Istanbul to Rome, Paris and
lLondon via Nice, Belgrade, Zagreb, Trieste and Milan.

So rapid has been the growth of communications that
provision for other needs of the tourists such as Hotels on
modern lines exist in all the principal cities of Iraq.

100
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The Iraqi Republican Railways will undertake to make
special arrangements for the convevance of Tourists in pirt-
1es to any point reached by their trains, provided arrangienls
are made in advance.

apg, discount 1s given to groups of ten people. One guide,
qeccompanying a group of 15-50 people, 1s allowed to travel
free of charge.

Travel Facilities

The Iragi Republican Railwavs offer up-to-date comfort-
able rail travel on each of the three lines radiating from
Baghdad. Dust-free travel is provided in the air-conditioned
coaches with first and second accommodation and also 1n
modern ordinary First and Second Class carriages.

The Railwayv Administration has a Station Hotel at Mo=ul
and Rest Houses at Al-Hilla {for Babylen), Juloula’ Junction,
Kirkuk, Erbil, and provides comfortable accommodation and
excellent food for the convenience of the passengers ani
tourists etc. Arrangements for accommodation and meals in

the Rest Houses are fo be made in advance.

The Railway Administration does not guarantee accom-
modation on anyv of their trains unless it is reserved in ad-
vance. This can be done through the Citv Booking Office n
Baghdad. Telephone No. 82131 or through the Station Master
of the Station at which the passenger will entrain and must
receive his confirmation that the reservation has heen made.

Reserved Saloons
A rumber of Reserved Saloons 18 available that can be

used by tourists on hoth the Metre and Standard Gauge Lines.
These Saloons have sleeping accommodation for two and
three persons, with bathroom, kitchen and are supplied with
napery. cooking utensils etc. and a cook is provided.

Bedding, unless specially ordered is not supplied with
these Saloons. Arrangements can be made for Saloons lo be
detached at any station as required.

Special charges are raised against those using saloons,
details of which can be obtained from the Traffic Manager,
Baghdad West. 101
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Break of Journey

The holder of a licket for a distance of more than 160
kilometres may break journey for one day for every 160 kilo-
metres in addition to the time occupied by the journey. The
break of journey may be made at any station provided the
holder arrives at destination not later than the dav on which
he is due to arrive.

The following free allowance of luggage will bhe given
tor each ticket holder. provided the luggage 1s booked hefore
commencement of the Journey :—

On each First Class Ticket A0 Kilos
On each Second Class Ticket 40 Kilos
On each Third Class Ticket 30 Kilos

Hali the free allowance will be given on each child’s
tickel. Additional juggage 1n eNCess of this aliowence will be
charged for,

Reservation of Accommodation in Rest Houses
Telegrans reserving cccommodation in these Rest Houses

will be despatched free of charge. Passengers wishing to re-
sorve accommodation should apply to: Hotels’ and Catering
Grand Station, Baghdad West, or ring up The Office Super-
ntendent of the Department (Telephone Railway IExchange
g3 and R0656G6).

An application 1n writing seni 48 hours in advance of
departure would he preferable, 1f meals are redquived within
2 <hort time of arrival, this should be stated.

Transportation

Viodern faxi cabs and private cars are the popular way
to zet around: an oxcellent bus service 18 available.

When vou need a taxi, ask at the front desk of your
hotel and theyv will call one. On the street, a taxi cruising
around ean be hailed by raising vour hand. As for the fare,
any iwo points within the city: 200-350 Pile. Fare is usually
fixeld v advance.

102
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v bus stop has a red reclangular sign-
Loard attached to nearvesi pole or coluni, The stgnboard in-
dicates all the lines which are sorved at that <lop. The green
signboards are for recuest stops, |

If you have to get out at one of these request stops, -
form the conductor beforehand.

To get a bus at a request stop, signal the approaching
driver.

Service Hours: From 6 a.m. to 12 midmght.

Fares: Bach stage 15 fils (first class)

Fach stage 10 fils (second classi.

s Stop=: Fvery
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Covernmen! Tourist Information Centre at - Baghdad
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FRONTIER FORMALITIES
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Tourists of the Middle East will now find Iraq an casy
stop to add to their itineraries. Visas can be issued immed-
iately, and travellers can stay in the country for thirty days
without DPolice registration or exit visas.

Passports & visas: valid passport is rverquired fany pas-
sport containing an endorsement or vigg for “larael” either
valid or expired, is not accepted).

For ntirv: Ordinary entry visa, good for a single Jour-
nev. valid for three months and for a stay of up to three
months. Tourists mayv not register with the police unless they
stay more than thirty days,

For Tran=it: Transit visa, good for a =ngle journey,
valid for three months and for a stay of upto seven days.

For Ixit: Exit visa is required only when wvizsitors stay
more than thirty davs.

Customs Regulations

Origin ; All countries
Articles Air-Sea-Rail-Ronad
Cigarettes 200)

Cigars: 50
Tobacco : 2500 g,
Wine or Sprits: 1 Iit.
Perfumed Spirits: 5 it

107
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Also admitted free of duty: bona fide baggage Of the pas-
senger including wearing apparel and personal effects (pro-
vided that thev are nol for sale but are for his personal use or
for the use of the members of his family travelling with hwm).
{ photographic camera, 1 radio, 1 sound recorder, 1 typewriter
and binoculars, shall also be passed free of Import Duty to
(urisls when they are second-hand only and are to he re-
exporied on departure from Dracg.

Articles. manufactured or produced in lIrig ave subject
1o normal export formabties. Prohibited ; opium, feathers and

skin of birds in general, palm free plants.

Currency Regulations
Foreign Visitors

-

Allowances

S

National Currency
I'ureign
C.urrency .

Travellers
(Cheques :

for import

‘ID. 5
No lLimt, pro-
vided that a spec-

ial Exchange
Control  form s
filled 1.
Idem.

108

for export

ID. 5
Equivalent of 1D.
{5 1f the amount
i= exceeded. &
copy of the [iX-
change Control
form must be pro-
duced.

ID. 150 but can
be increased with
the approval of
the Central Bank

.of Iraq.
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Vehicles
Automobiles, motoreyeles: Admitted with a valid certi-
ficate from an international automobile association recognized

by the Traqi Automobile Association, 1n Baghdad, or against

4 financial securtty or bail, guaranteed by a persoi restling
in Irat.

The period motor-cars and motor-eveles are allowed to stay
in Iraq is two months, but can be extended (for compelhng
reascns) to a total period not oxceeding one vear. Gustoms
duty iz imposed after the expiration of this period.

109
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IRAQ DIPLOMATIC
ESTABLISHMENTS ABROAD
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Embassy of the
Republic of Tras,
11 Wakagicho, Shivaku,
TORYO
JAPAN,

Embassy of the
Republic of Trauy,
Darul ~Aman Avenue,
Alaa-Aldeen Bala,
P.(3. Box No. 144,
KARBLIL
AFGHANISTAN.

Embassy of the
Republic of Iracq,
D-24 South Extension Part 11
NEW-DILLTT-1,
INDIA.

112

Embassy of the
Republic of Iraq P,
1804 N.W .,
Washington 6, D.C.
U.S.A,

Embassy of the
Republic of Iraq,
Via Ferdinado di
Savoma 8. {0,
ROME
ITALY

Embassy of the
Republic of Iraq,
42 Kajmakcalanska,

BELGRADE
YUGOSLAVIA,

Martat.com




Embassy of the Aubassade de la

Republic of Iraqg, Republique d ek,
o Hsiu Shuni Nan ( hieh, {97, Avenue de IParis,
Chien Kuo Men Wai, TUNIS
PERKING TUNISIE
CHINA.
Consulate-General of the Kmbassy of the
Republic of Iradq, Republic of lIradq,
Panorama 203, Ostrovaki Pereulok,
Walkeshwar Road, House No. 8,
Malabar Hhlly MOSCOW
Bombay - 6, U.S.5.R.
INDIA.
Consulate-General of the Embassy of the
Republic of Irasy, Republic of Iradq,
14 FEazt 79th Street, TEHERAN
; New York 21, N.Y., IRAN.
; U.S.A.
!
'i
|
' 113
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Fanbassy of the
Bepublic of Traq,
Karlovo nam, 19,
PRAHA 1,
CZECHOSILLOVAKIA.

[Kmbassy of the
Republic of Iradq,
22 Qeen's Gate,
London 8. W. 7.,
ENGLAND

Embassy of the
Republic of Iraq,
G Hermanos Becquer,
MADRID
SPAIN

Mr. Falil A. Ghaffor,
Honorary Consul of lhe
Hepubhie of lIrag,

Abdul Ghaffor Building,

Church Streel Fort,
COLOMIO,
CEYLON.

Botschaft der
Irakischen Republik,
5320 Bad Godesberg
Victoriastr, 27.
WEST-GERMANY

Conzulate of the
BRepublic of Tradg,
2-A Raffles Place,
SINGAPORE {,
MALAYO.

Embassy of lhe
Republic of Iraq,
ANKARA
TURREY

114

Martat.com

-~ ] - -
TR AT TR T

r———

atem Tt aECL

— - - oa-
i PP — I w1 B

.,
e, =

- o a——

- g -
_— -



i Tl ] i, AN - T e =

Ambassade de l
Repubhque d'Irak,
6 Avenue de la Victowre,
RABAT

Embazav of the
Republic of Trasy,

Djalan Teuku. Umar 38,

DJIAKARTA,
INDONESIA,

Embassy of the
Republic of Iraq,
Garden City,
.00. Box 974,
TRIPOLI.
LYBIA.

115

Embassy of the
Republic of lraq,
A3 Bath Island,
KARACHI-4,
PAKISTAN

Finbaszsy of the
Republic of Iradq,
46 Onl Mill Street,
LAGOS
NIGERIA.

Embassy of the
Republic of Iradg,
1’.0). Box No., 2929,
ACCRA
GHANA,
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Anthassade de la NMermanenty Delegation {Jf.the

Bepubhique Irakienne, Republic of Iraq to the
100 Beulevard, United Nations,
Auguste Reyers, 14 East 79th Street,
BRUXELLES New York 24, N.Y..
BELGIQUE, U.S.A.
Eimbassyv of-the Consulate-General of the
Republic of Traqg, RRepublic of Iracq,
Kommendors, Gatan 35, Bevoglu 1’. K. 103,
STOCKHOLM (), ISTANBUL
: SWEDEN. TURKEY.
i
Anibassade de la Monsieur Jamil Harb Pasha, |
Republique Irakienne, Consul de la- Republique d'lrak,
32 kollerweg, 14 Rue de Grammont, |
| BERNE DAKAR. .

SUISSE. SENEGAL |

Consulate of the Republic of Iraqg

72 Rue de Lausanne
GENEVE
SUISSE
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Fmbassy of the
Republic of Trad,
Amaryvlidos 19, P=vehico,

ATHENS
GREECE.

Fimbassy of the
republic of Iraq
CAIRO,
U .AR.

Fmbassy of the
Yepublic of lrag

[amascus,

SYRIA.

smbassade de 1a

Repubhque d’ vk,
2 Rue Pierret,
Neuilly Seine,
PARIS
FRANGI.

Embassy of the
Republic of rad

Beirut,
LEBANON,

Finbassy of the
Republic of Triug
Jiddah,
SAUDI ARABIA,

Embassy of the

Republic of
Amman,

Irag

JORDAN.
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Kiimbassy of the
Bepublic of rac,
Johannesgusse 26, Vienna I
VIENNA
AUSTRIA.

Embassay of the
Republic of lraq

Khartoum,

SUDAN.

The Consulate of the
Repubhoe of Irag
;\IE}I}HL
SYRIA.

The Consulate of the
Republic of Irag
Karmanshah,

IRAN,

118

limbassy of the
Republic of Trag,
4 Rue Marcvhal Delallre
de Tassigny, Pare d'Hydra,
ALGER
ALGERIIJ.

Embassy of the
Republic of Irag
KUWAIT.

Embassy of the
Republic of Iraq
San’a
YEMEN.

The Consulate of the
Republic of Iraq
Khorramshahr,
IRAN.,

Martat.com
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Country Address in Baghdad
AFCGHANISTAN 2810 Waziriyah
ALCERIA Karradat Mariam
ARCENTINE DAMASCUS
AUSTRIA BEIRUT

BELCIUM® Abn Nawass 81 Kard-el-Pasha
BULCARIA 25/ 1 Karradat Marnuamn
CcANADA BEIRUT

CEYLON {0B/6/12. Alwiyith
CHINA Karradat Mariam
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 19/31 Nidhal St
DENMARK 204 Alwivah
CERMANY ooy 224377 Masbah Square
(Federal Republic)

FINLAND Vaszbhah 37/7/35
FRANGCE Karradat Mariam
CREECGE REIRLT

GUINEA CAIRG

HUNCARY wifah Mashah

INDIA Taha Street. Adbhamiva
INDONESIA Mashah

IRAN karradat Marian
ITALY Karradat Mariam
JAPAN 21aA Wazirivah
JORDAN {0/9/22. Masbuh

STATE OF KUWAIT \-Mansour strect. karradat Mariam
Baghdad 2.0, Box o 30572

LEBANON Dour Al-Sinema Butlding Qaadoun St

LIBYA Baghd:ad

MOROCCO 1A 10/9 Anr Thn Kalthoom SE
Wazirtyah

NETHERLANDS Represents at the same lise lhe dip-

lomatic interests of  the Grand-
Dutchy of Luxembourg in [raq
Nidhal St Saadoun PO Box UM

NORWAY ANKARA

PAKISTAN -G 1R 1, Kaermdat Marion
POLAND 5§ 127 Karrada Al-Sarkiva, Mas=bah
PORTUGAL ANKARA

RUMANIA D25 130 Masbah

SAUDI ARABIA Wazirivih

SPAIN Karradia Al-Sharqiyah

SUDAN 217135 Masl:ah

Tel.

29980
32181

92055
VRIS |

2189
JAT0
02823

Q3HR-9
Q2037 -8-9
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Country Address in Baghdad Tel.
SWEDEN 13272 Al-Nidhal Street, Saadoun 81120
SWITZERLAND® 3.1 2 Saadoun Street 88516
SYRIA 160 2 Saadoun Park 89531
THAILAND KARACHI

TUNISIA 15:4:9 Nahr Street Waziriyah 22011
TURKEY 28 Wazirtvah 20021
UNITED ARAB Wazirivah St. 28353
REPUBLIC

BRITISH EMBASSY, Salah ud-din Street Karkh 32124
UNITED NATIONS Abu Nawas St 84171
UNITED STATES OF Karradat Mariam 30041-2, 34172

AMERICA
UNION OF THE 14 Mansour Street Karradat Mar-
SOVIET SOCIALISY 141

REPUBLICS

VENEZUELA CAIRO

YEMEN Masbah

YUCOSLAVIA 18w 4 1, Asfar Quarter Battaween

122

Martat.com

34350




“sble “SPASSAT

S9127
ﬂ!ﬁphﬂﬂﬂ‘ :. 89;23

s - o e

whl f

oy
e ]

14 2 SAaACOUM STREET
REPUBLIC OF IRAG

COMPLETE  AND COMPETENT  TRAVEL
SERVICE—TOURS FOR GROUPS OR INDIVID-
UALS IN BAGHDAD AXND ALL OF 1RAQ =TO
FITT YOUR BUDGET. SPECIATL  ENCURSION
WITH EXPERIENCED GUIDES TO [RAQ™S HIS-
TORIC SIGHTS, VISIT BABYLON- CTESYPHON

U OF CHALDES -SAMARRA WITH IT»S
SPIRAL MINARET - NINEVA — NIMRBUD -
BASRAH GOLDEN MOSOUE OF KADHEMALX
— KERBALA AND NEJAF AND MANY OTHER
HISTORICATL PLAUGIS.
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