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" You will remember that we agreed to make the
personality of God depend on the existence of )
personal relations between Him and His .
worshippers, and also to treat such perosnal
relations as incompatible either with a doctrine
of extreme immanence or with a doctrine of
extreme transcendence. Now in the early
Sufism of which I have been speaking we
often find both these extremes in combination.
Even Hallaj, who said Ana 'l-Haqq, "I am
God," asserts in the strongest terms that God is
transcendent and that the Creator must always
remain other than the creature, There can be no
doubt that the expericnce of fana, the
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y of consmousness in mystical
sistent with belief 1in a personal
¢ experlence may equally
for pantheism when it s
in itself, a Nirvana in

“which the illusion of personahty 1S
extmgmshed for ever that SOme Sufis have SO

-conceived 1t I am ready to admit. In the third

century A H the negative doctrme of fana was
Persian Sutt Bayazid of

taught by the famous
ive view, that the

Bistam while the posit
ultimate goal is not death toO self (fana) but life
in God (baga) was mamtamed by Abu Said

al-Kharraz and since His time 18 often adopted
by sufis who as’ . knowledge the obhgaﬁon of .

- the Mohammadan religious law.
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