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A time when Russia’s movements in the East are
being watched by all with such keen interest seems
a fitting one for the appearance of a work dealing
with her Central Asian possessions. * That eternal
struggle between Last and West,” to quote Sir
William Hunter's apt phrase, has made Russia
supreme in Central Asia, as it has made England
mistress of India: and thus it has come to pass
that two of the greatest European Powers find
themselves face to face on the Asiatic Continent.
On the results of that contact depends the future
of Asia.

Teén years have elapsed since LLord Curzon
of Kedleston published his work entitled Russza
in  Central Asia, and in the interval no book
on this subject has appeared in English. The
intervening period has been one of change—
Jmost of transformation—in the countries so
brilliantly described by the present Viceroy of
India.

The authors of the present work have visited
independently the land of which they write,

1X
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and each may claim to have had -_;_:._f.;j_
cacilities for studying those questions in whicl
they were most interested. g

Professor Ross 1S responsible for the
part of the research in the historical chapters. Hi
has laid under contribution many Persian, Arabicl
.nd Russian authorities hitherto inaccessible
persons unacquainted with those languages; ang |
has aimed at offering, for the first time 1in anysy
language, a consecutive history of Central Asiar |
events from the earliest days. His task has been
lichtened by the generous help of Sir Henry !
Howorth, M.P.; Mr. Percy Gardner, of Oxfm "
M. Drouin, of Paris; and especially of Mr. E. G
Browne, of Cambridge. The historical portio’ |
does not claim to be exhaustive, but rather Intro-
ductory, and, such being the case, certain omissions
were perhaps inevitable. Thus, for example, the
engrossing subjects of Medizval travel and Chris:
tianity in Central Asia—which have already been
exhaustively dealt with by Colonel Yule and
others—have been but lightly touched on. If§
again, such famous men as Chingiz Khan and
Tamerlane have been somewhat briefly dismisseds
less known figures, such as Kutayba ibn Muslim;
have been brought from comparative oblivion inte
a prominence more worthy the important part:

they played 1n Central Asian history.
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has been Mr. Skrine's province to descr:be
ﬁjlechamsm of government, the development
b ilways and commerce, and the social life 1n
e great. cities. He owes much to the help of
"'nsieur P. Lessar, Chancellor of the Russian
mbassy ; Colonel C. G. Stewart, C.5.1., ‘our
nsul-General of Odessa; Monsieur de Klemm,
¢ the Turkestan Staff; Colonel Brunelh Com-
wndant of Transcaspian Railway Rifles; and
)lonel Arandarenko, District Officer of Merv.
is also indebted to the proprietors of the
tandard and Pioneer for the permission to use
rary matter which has already appeared in their
urnals. In the important matter of illustrations
e authors desire to acknowledge the generous
ndness which prompted M. Verestchagin to con-
Lnt to the reproduction of his admirable drawings.
_ _‘hey have to thank, too, Sir Archibald Buchan
lepburn, Bart. of Smeaton Hepburn, and Mr. A.

.dam of Steeton Hall, for lending them a series

[ most interesting photographs of Central Asian

:ENES.
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CHAPTER 1

EARLIEST TIMES TO THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER

THE history of Central Asia is that of the cradle of
mankind. He who seeks to evolve it from the mass of
nebulous tradition is brought into contact with the traces
of widely diverse nationalities and religions, and must
consult in turn the annals of the Iranians, Greeks, Scyth-
ians, Chinese, Turks, and Russians. We propose in the
following chapters to review the principal events enacted
in that portion of Central Asia which is vaguely styled
Turkestan, and is bounded on the north and east by the
Sir Darya and the Hindu Kush, and on the west by the
Caspian Sea.

The earliest references to Turkestan that have reached
us are contained in the Indian and Iranian epics, and
give some colour to the theory that the Pamirs were the
birthplace of the Aryan race.’

The ancients gave the name of Bactria to the tract
lying between the Oxus and the mountains of the
Paropamisus.?

The earliest mention of Bactria® is preserved in the

! The Iranian branch of the Aryans is represented in our times by the
Tajiks of Turkestan. Cf. Les Aryens au nord et au sud de I’ Hindou-Kouch,
par Ch. de Ujfalvy, passim.

* More correctly Paropanisus, See an article on  Bactria,” by E.
Drouin, in the Grande Encyclopédie.

® The mention of Bakhdi (= Balkh) in Fargard 1. of the Avesta, is perhaps
still older.

3
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4 THE HEART OF ASIA

inscription of Behistiin, dating back to the sixth century
B.C., in which it is included in the list of the satrapies
belonging to the Persian Empire of Darius 11. Cyrus L
subdued this country, and, according to Ctesias, Ractria
was the first of his conquests in Eastern Asia. The
founder of the Persian Empire carried his arms as far as
the Jaxartes (or Sihiin), on the other side of which roamed
the Massagete (B.C. 550), and near it he built a city
called Cyropolis? The annexation of Bactria involved
that of Margiana, Khorazmia,” and Soghdiana. From
Greek sources we learn that under the rule of Darius
Hystaspes (B.C. 521-492) these districts were reckoned
among the Persian satrapies; although the authority of
the Achzmenians was probably but slight there. It is
not unlikely that all the eastern countries mentioned in
the oldest Darius inscriptions as “ subdued,” or “rebel-
lious,” had already belonged to Cyrus, and that he
“uled over Khorazmia and Soghdiana.”

The Persian monarchy finally fell before the over-
whelming might and genius of Alexander of Macedon.

In the space of four years (B.C. 334—3 31) he carried
his victorious arms from the eastern shores of the Medi-

1 The Greek historians, following a tradition which made the conquests of
Sesostris (Rameses I11.) even more extensive than they really were, maintain
that this conqueror penetrated into Bactria and Scythia. Rameses II. flour=
:ched in the thirteenth century before our era. Cf. Maspero, Hist. Anc. des
Peuples de I Orient, p. 225. Equally fabulous is the account given by Dio-
dorus Siculus of the conquesfy of Bactria by Ninus and Semiramis in B.C. :
»180. Cf. E. Drouin, /oc. cit. ¥

2 This was the most easterly town of the Persian Empire. Authonities
differ as to the site, some identifying it with Ura Tepe.

3 The oases at the embouchure of the Oxus were anciently styled
Khwarazm, from a Persian word signifying eastwards. They constitute
the modern Khiva. [ Soghdiana comprises Bokhara and Samarkan

_nomenclature is. derived from Soghd, _the old name for the source of its
wealth, the river known to the Greeks as the Polytimetus and to moderms as
the Zarafshan.

s Cf. Noldeke, Aufsitze sur Persischen Geschichie, p. 23.
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ean to 'Persepnlis, overthrowing Darius II. at Issus
~ in B.C. 333, and again at Gaugamela ' in B.C. 331. The
3 ' Jatter defeat was the deathblow of the Persian monarchy.,
| { ."arms fled in an easterly direction, accompanied by a
~ still donsiderable army, determined if possible to enter
.~ Bactria. Alexander took and plundered Persepolis and
Pasargada the cradle of the Persian dynasty, and then
set out in pursuit of Darius, who had reached Ecbatana,
the capital of Media. But at this crisis Bessus, the
governor of Bactria and commander of the contingent of
that province, in conjunction with other Persian nobles,
seized on the person of the king and laid him in chains.
Their design was to conciliate Alexander, should he
overtake them, by giving up Darius alive; while in the
event of their escaping, they proposed to murder the
prisonter, usurp his crown, and begin a new war.
if Bessus won over the whole army by intimidation and
promises, placed the fallen monarch in a covered chariot,
and set out again from Ecbatana, where Alexander arrived
five days later. The conqueror followed them with all
possible despatch. On reaching the Caspian Straits he
halted to rest his troops; but when news was brought
him of the treachery of Bessus, he at once continued his
march. The latter, on hearing that Alexander  was
- rapidly overtaking him, was filled with terror, and
entreated Darius to mount his horse and flee with him,
The fallen emperor refused to follow a band of traitors;
whereupon the conspirators, roused to fury, transfixed
him with javelins, and left him weltering in his blood.
Alexander came up only a few moments after he had
c:*exﬁred It is on record that he lamented the “too
- severe a fate” of his illustrious foe, and caused his body

~ 1 Called the battle of Arbela, from a neighbouring city, just as the ‘‘crown-

ing mercy ’ of Waterloo was in reality bestowed at a considerable distance
from the town indelibly associated with it.

Marfat.com
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to be embalmed and buried with every demonstration of
respect. He then set out on a fresh career of conquest,
overrunning the whole country now occupied by Khorasan,
Sistan, Belichistan, Kandahar, and Kabulistan.

Meanwhile Bessus hastened back to his satrapy of
Bactria, and assumed sovereignty under the name of
Artaxerxes 1v. That he was able for a brief period to
hold his own was due only to the fact that Alexander
wished to secure possession of other districts in Eastern
Persia before advancing against Bactria and Soghdiana.

In B.C. 329 the conqueror recrossed the Hindu Kush.
The first town in the Bactrian valley which he came upon
was Drapsaca (corresponding with modern Andarab),
where he made a halt of a few days. Thence with an
army of 25,000 men he took Aornos (Gori or Khulum)
and Bactria (Balkh). Bessus, at the head of a small
body of men who remained faithful—for on hearing
of the approach of Alexander many thousands of his
Bactrians abandoned him,—crossed the Oxus, burning
a1l the boats which he had made use of, and withdrew to
Nautaca.!

Alexander did not wait to replace the boats, but
crossed the river with his whole army on skins and sacks
stuffed with straw.

The timidity of Bessus had probably disgusted his
few remaining followers, who now turned against him.
His chief confidant Spitamenes seized and led him bound
before Alexander, whd sent him to Ecbatana to be* &
judged and executed as a traitor by the Persians. :

Alexander next turned towards Marcanda (Samar-
kand), the capital of Soghdiana, which he took. Placing
therein a considerable garrison, he laid waste the sur-
rounding country. Thence he advanced to the banks of

1 According to Grigorieff, this means the district lying between the Oxus
and Shahrisabz,

Marfat.com
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? ‘the river Jaxartes or Sihin, the Sir Darya of our days,
which he believed to be the Tanais, or Don.

- The point at which he reached the Jaxartes is
~ probably the site of the modern Khojend : there he deter-
1l mined to build a town, but the execution of his design
| was retarded by a rebellion of the Soghdians and the
Bactrians. The natives also overpowered the garrisons
which he had established in seven different towns on the
banks of the Jaxartes, the most important of which was
Cyropolis. Alexander crushed the rebels and re-estab-
. lished his authority on the Jaxartes in the course of
i ©  a few days.

At this juncture he received news of two serious
" events. The Saca, or Scythians, had collected an army
on the opposite bank of the river; while Spitamenes, in
~ whom, owing to his past conduct, he had placed reliance,
- was besieging the Macedonian garrison left at Marcanda.
i Alexander despatched a considerable force against Spita-
| menes, while he himself turned towards the Jaxartes, on
"~ the left bank of which he builta city in the space of seven-
teen days, calling it Alexandria according to his custom.
It was surrounded by a wall 60 stadia ! in circumference.
Hemmed in as he now was by enemies on all sides, and
weakened by sickness, he stood in great need of that
 magnificent self-confidence which is the birthright of
conquerors. Moreover, his army was becoming dis-
heartened, and was disinclined to attempt the passage

of the river in the teeth of an enemy drawn up in battle
array on the opposite bank. But he was daunted by no
difficulty or danger. After completing his new capital

~ he ordered the construction of a multitude of rafts, on

i
L3
-
T
W

1 The stadium was 600 feet in length ; but, as the foot varied greatly in
" ancient time, this measure of length was never certain. The ‘‘ great stadium,”

_otherwise known as the Alexandrian or Egyptian, was .12 of a geographical
mile.

Mai"féit.com



8 THE HEART OF ASIA e

which he carried his whole army in safety, fell on the
Scythians, and put them to utter rout. They recognised
the uselessness of further resistance, and sent envoys to
announce their submission.

Meanwhile the division which had been sefit to
relieve the garrison of Marcanda had been annihilated
by Spitamenes in the valley of the Polytimetus, or
Zarafshan. On hearing of this disaster Alexander set
out in haste for Marcanda, which he reached in four
days. Spitamenes on the first news of his approach fled
into Bactria. Alexander started in pursuit, but, despair-
ing of overtaking him, turned back and laid waste the
whole valley.

He took up his winter quarters in Zariaspa.! During
this winter (B.C. 329—328) he received reinforcements
from Greece of 19,000 men, which enabled him to ‘over-
run Margiana in the following spring. There remained
now but one stronghold unsubdued, namely, Petra
Oxiana? which was provisioned for two years, and
defended by a Soghdian named Arimazes® It finally
capitulated, and its brave defender, together with his
relatives and the principal nobility, were crucified by the
exasperated conqueror.

Alexander established two fortresses south of the
town of Margiana or Mery, corresponding with the
modern Sarakhs and Meruchak., He next turned east-
wards into Bactria, and on his way established four more
strongholds, on the sites of the modern Meimena,
Andakiy, Shaburgan, and Saripul. From Bactria he

1 Grigorieff suggests the identification of this place with the old town of
Baykand, or with Hezarasp, in the Khorasmian 0asis.

2 It may perhaps be identified with Kalat-i-Nadiri to the north-east of
Meshed, called also the ¢ Soghdian Rock.” The famous Roxana, whom
Alexander soon afterwards married, was the daughter of a certain Oxyartes,
who was among the captives taken with this fort.

3 Rollin, Ancient History, v. 210. See also Quintus Curtius,

Marfat.com
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EARLIEST TIMES o

returned to Marcanda, whence he probably made several

expeditions into the surrounding country.’

His old enemy Spitamenes, after repeatedly attacking
the Macedonian garrisons in Soghdia and Bactria, was at
length killed by a band of nomads, and his head was sent
to Alexander. Having now entirely subdued Soghdiana,
Alexander retired for the winter to Nautaca. It was at
this time that the tragic death of Cleitus occurred at the
hands of the master whom he had loved and served so
well.

In B.C. 327 Alexander set out on the conquest of
India, leaving in Bactria a contingent of 10,000 foot and
3000 cavalry for the maintenance of order.

~His career has left an indelible impression on the
Oriental mind, which is slow to grasp new ideas, but
extremely tenacious of them when formed. He 1
associated throughout Islam with the “Two Horned ”
(Zulkarnayn) of the Koran, and his exploits are the
daily theme of professional story-tellers in the market-

places of Central Asia.

1 He may, for example, have visited Iskander Kul, a lake which to this
day bears his name.
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CHAPTER 11
BACTRIANS AND PARTHIANS

AT the epoch of Alexander's death the satrapy of
Bactria and Soghdiana was held by his general, Amyntas.
The death of the young conqueror was the signal for a
mutiny among the Macedonian soldiers who had remained
in that country, which was, however, immediately put
down. Amyntas was removed from his satrapy and
superseded by Philippus of Elymeus, who, within the
space of a year, was appointed to Parthia and succeeded
by Stasanor.’

The latter held his post until B.C. 30T, when these
provinces passed into the hands of another of Alex-
ander’s generals, Seleucus I. (Nicator), who since B.C.
312 had been in virtual possession of the greater part of
his late master’s conquered possessions.?  Hitherto the
allegiance of Bactria had been of a doubtful character
—_but it was now finally established.

In 305 he entered on a campaign against Chandra
Gupta, a powerful Indiah king who was endeavouring to
regain the realms conquered by Alexander.

1 Cf. Gutschmid, Gesckichte Irans, p. 22.

2 In B.C. 327 Seleucus I. had been placed in charge of Syria and the East,
and of Babylon—to which, with the aid of Antigonus, he added Susiana. In
316, owing to a quarrel with Antigonus, he fled to Egypt, but in 312 he
re-entered Babylon. The era of (he Seleucide dates from this event.
Seleucus extended his dominions as far as the Oxus and the Indus. Not till

306 did he officially adopt the title of king. Gutschmid, ¢p. ¢iZ. p. 24.
10
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At his hands Seleucus suffered a crushing defeat, in
consequence of which he was obliged to abandon all the
territory between the Indus and the Paropamisus except
Alexandria of the Caucasus.! This was the first dis-
memberment of the gigantic empire. The terrible civil
war which began immediately after the death of Alex-
ander lasted, almost without interruption, for forty-two
years, when the Macedonians were at last compelled

~ to renounce all hopes of ruling the world.

In B.C. 280 Seleucus was assassinated by one of his
officers, and was succeeded by Antiochus I. In B.C. 256,
under the rule of Antiochus II., Diodotus, known as
“ Governor of the thousand cities of Bactria,” threw off
his allegiance and assumed sovereignty, thus founding
the Graco-Bactrian kingdom.*? Polybius® tells us that
Diodotus was superseded by Euthydemus, who was in
the enjoyment of power at the time of Antiochus the
Great’s expedition to the East—about B.C. 208.

Euthydemus was defeated by Antiochus, but appealed
to his victor's generosity, and pointed out the grave
danger that would arise if he were obliged to call in the
aid of the Scythians, who were already hovering on the
Chinese frontier of his dominions.* Antiochus finally
agreed to acknowledge his independence.

In B.C. 250 a certain Arsaces, who seems by his coins
to have been the chief of a band of Dahz Scythians
dwelling near the Oxus, overthrew Andragoras, nominally
satrap of Parthia, and set himself up as king of Parthia.’

! Cf. E. Drouin, Zoc, cit.

® Diodotus seems to have prepared his subjects for this change of masters
by issuing coins of the type struck by Antiochus 11., but bearing his own
portrait. Cf. Gardner, Greek and Scythian Coins, p. 20.

8 Hist. x. ad fin. xi. 34.

* Gardner, Greek and Scythian Coins, p. 21.

* Cf. Justin, xii. 4: ““Parthis deinde domitis prefectus his statuitur ex
nobilis Persarum Andragoras: inde postea originem Parthorum reges habuere.”
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He was the founder of the famous dynasty of the
Arsacide. As Mr. Gardner' observes, the “so-called
history of Parthia is really the history of Central Asia
under the Arsacide.”

After a reign of two years he was killed in battle,
leaving his kingdom to his brother Tiridates, who was
the real founder of the Parthian power. The fifth king
of this dynasty was Mithridates (B.C. 190), who extended
his conquests to such a degree that, according to Justin,
his sway included the Himalayas and the Euphrates.®
He also compelled Eucratides, the powerful king of
Bactria, who had come to the throne about B.C. 170,
to cede certain districts of his kingdom.

After a glorious reign he died about B.C. 140, and
was succeeded by his brother Phraates.? The Syrian
Empire of the Seleucide was fast falling to pieces, and
Parthia was never again invaded by the Greeks. DButa
ore terrible foe was approaching from the East,* for it
now came into collision with %4 Scythian band, called
«Gu” or “Se” in the Chinese annals, which in the
second century B.C. had overrun the provinces bordering
the Jaxartes. They are identical with the Sacz of
classical writers, and were afterwards known in Upper
India as the Sakas. Phraates® summoned a band of
these savages to aid him against the Syrian Antiochus.
Arriving at the scene of action too late to be of service
in the campaign, they turned against him, defeated his
army and slew him. v

e was succeeded by his nephew Artabanus II, who

!
|
|

1 Parthian Coinage, Numismata Orientalia, vol. i. p. 2. Strabo, xi.
QL2

? Justin, xil, 6: *° Imperiumque parthorum a monte Caucaso multis populis
indicionem redactis usque flumen Euphratem protulit.”

8 Jbid. xlii. 1.

4 Gardner, #bzd. p. 6.

8 Gardner, #bid. p. 6.

=i
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A.D, 226,] BACTRIANS AND PARTHIANS 13

after a brief reign fell in battle against the Thogari,’
mentioned by Strabo as one of the four great Saka
tribes® His son Mithridates 11, justly distinguished by
the appellation “ Great,” revived the fading glories of the
Parthian Empire. He commenced his reign by ad-
ministering several crushing defeats to the Sakas, from
whom he wrested the greater portion of Bactria, But he
was destined to meet a foe more worthy of his steel, and
finally to submit after a lifelong struggle. The Romans
had entered on the career of foreign conquest which seems
inevitable in the case of a powerful republic. Greece was
theirs, and they had planted their eagles in Asia Minor.

Between B.C. 88 and 63 Mithridates waged three
wars of extreme ferocity against the future conquerors of
the world, and inspired them with a dread which they
had not felt since the invasion of Hannibal® Not till
the latter year did this great monarch acknowledge the
supreme might of Romegand then his indomitable spirit
forbade him to sink to the condition of tributary.
Defeated by Pompey on the Euphrates, he fled to the
Caucasian Bosphorus,* and was planning fuller resistance
when the rebellion of his son rendered his schemes nuga-
tory. He slew himself in despair, leaving a reputation
which still echoes in the Crimea and Northern Caucasus.

From the period down to A.D. 226 the history of
Parthia is one of continual struggle and crime, which
finally exhausted the emperor’s strength and rendered it
an easy prey to a Roman invader.

1 See Note 1 at p. 6 of Chap. iii.
3 Strabo, xi. 8. 2.
° This sentiment finds many echoes in Latin literature. Cf. Odes and

Epistles of Horace, passim. It is curious to note the identity between the
tactics of the Parthians and those of the hordes of Chingiz and Timir, The

usual charge of bad faith is brought by the Romans against their terrible
enemies,

4 The Straits of Yenekale,



CHAPTER 111
Tug HuUNs AND THE YUE-CHI

IT is to Chinese sources that we must turn for an
qccount of the tribes which overthrew Graco-Bactrian
rule, and were a constant thorn in the side of the
Parthian Empire. These sources, with faint sidelights
thrown on an obscure period by allusions to be found
i1 classic authors, enable us to bridge a gap of several
centuries replete with events which exercised a lasting
influence on the history of Central Asia.

The Chow dynasty ruled from B.C. 1122 o B.C. 250
After its fall China split up into a vast number of nearly
independent principalities, and the reigning sovereign
enjoyed but little power. The Tsin succeeded in gaining
the foremost rank as feudatories, and finally restored the
authority of the central power. Their aim was not
chieved without a desperate struggle with their rivals,
In the course of the resulting civil war Tsin Chi
Hwang-ti began his reign. He was the Louis XI. of
the Chinese monarchy, and brought force and stratagem by
curns to bear on the task of restoring the imperial prestige.?

1 The three great reformers Lao-tse, Kung-fu-tse (Confucius), and Meng-tse
(Mencius) flourished under the princes of this dynasty.

2 The greatest calamity which this ruthless despot inflicted on his
country was the wholesale destruction of literature which he ordered, in
view of keeping his people in ignorance.  This atrocious measure Was
attended by the slaughter of many learned men. Cf. Legge, Analects of

Confucius, p. O.
14
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When he found himself master at home, he turned
his attention to the task of protecting his frontier from
aggressors, Of these, the Hiung-nu, a Tartar tribe whose
habitat was Eastern Mongolia, were the most trouble-
some. He carried the war into the enemy’s camp by
despatching an army across the great Gobi Desert, with
orders to establish a strong place at Hami.! In B.C., 250
he commenced a work which had a more lasting effect
in repressing their invasion. This was the Great Wall of
China, which starts from the Shan-hi Pass and ends at
the Chin-Yii barriers, a distance of not less than 1500
miles. The Hiung-nu, like their kinsmen the Mongols of
Chingiz and of Timir, fought on horseback, and their
plan of campaign was simply a succession of raids followed
by speedy retreats. This stupendous barrier intimidated
them, and turned westwards the tide of their migration.
Thus the Great Wall, which it is the fashion to decry as
a monument of misplaced labour, was a most important

{ factor in the history of Central Asia. At this epoch the
Sakas were settled in Hexapolis, to the east of the
Pamirs; while the Usuns dwelt on the southern side of
Lake Lob, separated from the Sakas by the Uighiirs.
About B.C. 300 the empire of the Yué-Chi2 who were
a branch of the Tung-nu, or Eastern Tartars, extended
most probably from the Muztagh Mountains on the north
to the Kuen-lun Mountains on the south, and from the
Upper Hoang-ho in Shan-si on the east to Koché and
Khotan on the west3

About B.C. 200 a war broke out between the Tung-nu
and the Hiung-nu (the Western Tartars or Huns), their
neighbours. Mothé, the chief of these latter, falling on

1 Also called Khamil, a town about 700 miles east of Kulja.
* According to Richthofen, the Yué-Chi were of Tibetan stock, but

Vambery and Gerard de Realle assert that they were Turks. Their nidus
was to the north-east of Tangut.

® Cunningham, Swrvey of India, vol. ii. p. 62.

p-'!l:ll-- =y
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the Eastern Tartars unawares, utterly defeated them and
drove the Yué-Chi from their kingdom. The latter fled
‘o the banks of the Ili River, while Moth¢ pushed his
conquests as far as the Volga on the west and the
border provinces of China eastwards. The Emperor
Kao-tsu (B.C. 202—194), founder of the famous Han
dynasty, who had achieved the subjugation of the whole
of China, was alarmed at the progress of Mothé, and
marched against him. His troops Wwere, however, sur-
rounded by Mothé’s colossal hordes in the north of the
province of Shan-si, and only escaped destruction by the
employment of a ruse! On the departure of the Chinese
army Mothé set out for Tartary. For upwards of fifty
years the power of Hiung-nu sustained no check. They
continued to press down on the Yué-Chi, who, after
suffering a further crushing defeat, broke into separate
hordes. The lesser division, or “ Little Yué-Chi," passed
:nto Tibet. The “ Great Yué-Chi's” first movement was
westwards to the banks of the Ili, but finding the Usun
too strong for them, they wandered in a southerly direc-
tion, and finally descended upon Kashghar, Yarkand, and
Khotan, whence they displaced the Sakas (B.C. 163).
The latter, on their expulsion from Soghdiana, invaded
Bactria, and from this period until the fall of the Graco-
Bactrian kingdom the Greeks had to deal with both
Sakas and Parthians. It would seem that the latter were
alternately friends and foes. This intercourse possibly
accounts for the PartBian characteristics found on the
early Saka coins of India.®

The Sakas were driven towards the Pamirs and the
Tien-shan. One branch of them fled to Zungaria, while

1 Ct. d’Herbelot, Bib. Orient. vol. vi. p. 10; and Boulger, Hist. of
China, p. 11. |

2 Cf. Rapson, Indian Coins, 1n Grundriss der Indo-Arischen Philologie
P 7

o
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the majority remained in Hexapolis and intermixed with
- the Uighiirs, who had been for a long period masters of
- that country. A third branch turned their steps towards
the upper valleys of the Yarkand Darya. Some of these
fugitives established themselves in the little Iranian States
of Serikil and Shugnan, where appreciable traces of their
. language still survive! Others crossed the Karakorum,
' and invaded the north-east of India.
i At this epoch the Chinese obtained a glimpse of the
i position of Western Asia through the medium of prisoners
taken from the Hiung-nu. From them they learned that
the Yué-Chi had suffered defeat at the hands of the Huns,
and been compelled to migrate far from their ancient
4 abode. They had, however, become very powerful in
. Bactria and Transoxiana, and had conquered Ta-hia
(Khorasan), establishing themselves finally there in spite
of the Parthian resistance. The Emperor Wu-ti eagerly
desired an alliance with the Yué-Chi against their common
enemy the Hiung-nu. With this view he sent his general
Chang-Kien on an embassy to the prince, accompanied
by a suite of a hundred attendants. The envoy, however,
had the misfortune to fall into the hands of the Huns
while traversing their territory, and escaped only after a ten
years' imprisonment. On joining the Yué-Chi, he found
them employed in driving the Sakas out of Soghdiana.,
He accompanied them on a victorious expedition, and
then returned to China, with two followers, sole survivors
of his cortege. The emperor expressed his appreciation
of the intelligence brought by Chang-Kien regarding
Central Asian events, by elevating him to an important
post. These events led to the establishment of direct
commercial intercourse between China and the West,
which, however, the Huns did their utmost to interrupt.
A collation of the Chinese annals, the classic

 Cf. Ujfalvy, Zes Aryens au nord et aw sug de I Hindow-Kouch, p. 64.
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18 THE HEART OF ASIA (B.C- 163

authors, and the coins which have come down to us,
would render it tolerably certain that the Greeks lost
their hold on Soghdiana in B.C. 163 ; that a little later
they were deprived of Bactria by the Sakas, and of
Margiana by the Parthians. From this period their
dominion was limited to the southern slopes- of the
Indian Caucasus. That the Graco-Bactrian Empire had
attained a high degree of natural civilisation, and, indeed,
of artistic culture, is evidenced by the purity of design and
the excellence of workmanship displayed by the later coins,

The Bactrians displaced by the Sakas fled eastward,
.nd settled in the confines of Bokhira, and the surround-
ing countries! But the dominion of their opponents
in Bactria was not destined to be of long duration,
for in B.C. 120 the Yué-Chi, who had already overrun
the ancient territory of the Sakas, began to pour into
Bactria.

After expelling the Sakas, and the remnant of the
Graeco-Bactrians? the Yué-Chi settled in that part of
Central Asia which Iis named Tokharistan, after their
tribal appellation, and which included Balkh, Kunduz,
Hisar, Bolor, Wakhan, and Badakhshin. Meanwhile
the Sakas retreated southwards, and occupied in turn
Kiphin, Soghdiana, Arachosia (Kandahar), and Drangiana
(Sistan).’

Their invasion of India was directly due to the
usurpation of their cngntry by the Yué-Chi. The latter

1 A distinctly Greek type survives 1o the present time in the mercantile
and settled agricultural population of Bokhiara, and the neighbouring khanates,
who are known as Tajiks.

2 trabo (xi. 8) tells us that the Greek power in Bactria was overthrown
by the Asn, Pasiani, Tokhari, and Sakarauli., The first two names are
probably identical, and represent the royal family of the Tokhari. They
may be identified with the Asiani of Trogus Pompeius. The Sakarauli are
the Sarancce of Trogus, and correspond with the Chinese S¢ or Su, #.c. the
Sakas. Cf. Cunningham, Survey of India, vol. ii. p. 65.

3 Cf. Journal Astatique, Sirie Nouvelle, vil. p. 162, 1896.

|
|
|
|
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parcelled Bactria out among their five clans.! FEach had
its own capital, but the only Yué-Chi headquarters which
has been identified is Bamian, at the foot of the northern
slope,of the Hindu Kush.
~ The partition continued in force for nearly a century,
during which repeated collisions occurred between the
Yué-Chi and the Parthians. In B.c. 30 the chief of one
of the clans, the Kwei-shuang, subdued the rest, and
assumed sovereignty over the whole race. They became
thenceforward known by the name of the conquering clan,
which in course of time was modified to Kushan, and
appears so inscribed on their coins. The recent overthrow
of their most persistent enemies the Hiung-nu rendered
the more easy the task of consolidating their power, for
in the year B.C. 71 the reigning Chinese emperor had
administered a crushing defeat on the Huns, who were in
B.C. 60 finally enrolled into the Chinese Empire, They
thus became masters of all those countries which go to
form Turkestan, Eastern Iran, and Afghanistan. The
Yué-Chi, or Kushans, relieved of this incubus, turned their
arms towards the south, crossed the Paropanisus, and
overran Kabul, which belonged in part to the Arsacida,
and in part to the Sakas, driving the latter out of their
kingdom of Kiphin.?
At the dawn of the Christian era the Kushans were
a foremost power in Central Asia. The Romans deigned
to treat with them as an established empire.  Mark
Antony, for example, sent ambassadors to Bactria,
whose chiefs (all Kushans) were represented at Rome
by an envoy under Augustus ; while later, in the reign

of Trojan and Adrian, they sent ambassadors to solicit
an alliance against the Parthians.3

* Cf. Colonel Yule, Introduction to Wood’s Oxus, p. Xxv.,
* Identified with Kandahar.

® Cf. Drouin’s excellent article on ¢ Bactria ” in the Grande Encyclopédie.
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20 THE HEART OF ASIA [A.D. 8.

From Chinese sources we learn that in the year A.D.
98 their general Panchao 1 was received during an ex-
pedition to the Caspian by the Yué-Chi, and that they
recognised the imperial sovereignty by annual presents.

Their power was not destined to endure for long. By
the end of the third century A.D. they had lost most of
their conquests in the south of Paropamisus, including
Kashmir. They were finally expelled from Bactria itself
by the Ephthalites, or White Huns, about the year
A.D. 430.

The last Kushan king of whom we find a trace in
history was named Kitolo. He conquered Gandhara,
or Kandahar; but was forced to return to his own
dominion by an irruption of White Huns. The son
whom he left in charge of the new province established
his capital at Peshawar.? The name of the founder of the
Little Yué-Chi, as they were afterwards called, survives
in the title of Shah Kator, chief of Chitral.

The Ephthalites, or White Huns, who, as we have seen,
in the year A.D. 430 became possessed of Bactria, were in
all probability of the same stock as the Yué-Chi. They
are known to history under a great variety of names,
such as Naphthalites, Hayathila, and Yetha. This last
‘. the name by which they are known to the Chinese,
who always most carefully distinguish between the Yetha
.nd the Yué-Chi® The Yetha were of Tartaric origin,
.nd are described as having anciently lived to the north
of the Great Wall, and to have advanced southwards
about the first century of our era. They then came

;

" -
L
e SRR o e ammld S TR e .
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1 General Cunningham states, without quoting any authority, that the
Vué-Chi waged war with the Chinese :1 Khotan during this year (Swrvey of
India, ii. 63).

2 General Cunningham, Swurzey, vol. i, p. 64.

3 This point is worthy of note in that eminent scholars used to maintain

that the names were practically :dentical. Cf. Vivien de St. Martin, Zes
Huns Blanss, 1849, p. 64.
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under the domination of the Juen-Juen,' but emerging
from this, they ultimately became masters of an empire
which extended to the borders of Persia, and com-
prised Kiphin, Kharashar, Kashghar, and Khotan. The
.~ arrival of the Yetha in Transoxiana about the year 4235
" of our era was the result of those migrations of Tartar
- peoples which took place in Central Asia at the begin-
~ ning of the fifth century. About 360 the Juen-Juen
~ advancing westwards became masters of all Tartary.®
g One of their kings, Tulun by name, who reigned at the
beginning of the fifth century, carried his conquest from
Corea to the confines of Europe. It was owing to these
conquests that the various Hunnish tribes, driven from
their ancient habitats by these new invaders, swept into
Transoxiana in 425 (ze. the Ephthalites), and into
Europe, under Attila, in 430. On the appearance of the
| White Huns in the Oxus districts that country had
e been for five centuries in the possession of the Yué-Chi,
5 or Kushans, as we have seen above, and they occupied
r the land for upwards of 130 years (425 to 557), during
} which period they were in close contact with the Sas-
anides of Persia. The Kushans did not, however, immedi-
ately disappear from Central Asia, for we find references
after this date in Chinese authors to small Kushan
principalities in the Upper Oxus and Farghana.

L] i

! These notes on the Ephthalites are taken principally from M, Drouin’s
excellent Amoire sur les Huns Ephthalites dans leur rapports avec les
rois Perses Sassanides, privately printed in Louvain, 1895.

® Their chiefs originally bore the title of Shen-Yii, which in the reign
of Tulun (A.D. 402) was charged to A%akan, an ancient title which we now
encounter for the first time in history.
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CHAPTER 1V

THE SASANIDES, THE EPHTHALITES, AND THE TURKS

THE history of Central Asia during the earlier centuries
of our era is bound up in that of Persia, and its course
was moulded by the fortunes of the great dynasty called
after the grandfather of its founder, the Sasanide, which
governed the empire from A.D. 219 until the Arab
invasion more than four centuries later. In the third

century (A.D. 200) of our era the condition of Persia
resembled that of France before the power of feudalism

was broken by the crafts and iron will of Louis X1. The

authority of the reigning dynasty was little more than
nominal, and the land was parcelled out among a host of

petty tribes whose mountain fastnesses enabled them to |
bid defiance to the Parthian dynasty. Among the

followers of one of their rabble chieftains was a certain
Papak, a native of a village lying to the east of Shiraz. |
With the aid of a son named Ardashir, he overthrew his
master, and usurped authority over the province of Fars.
Ardashir’s bold and westless character appears to have
inspired his father with some distrust, for on his death he
left his dominions to another son, named Shapiur. The
succession was contested by Ardashir, but when he was
about to enforce his claim with the sword, Shapir died,
in all probability by poison.! Ardashir's thirst for

1 The best accountsof the Sasanide dynasty are to be found in Noldeke’s
admirable translation of the portion of Taban s annals dealing with that period

[36) 62
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ire now led him to attack his ne1ghbour1ng poten-

o ;i:';r’:- " es. One after another succumbed to his genius ; and
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i he b came master, in turn, of Kirman, Susiana, and other
oo 1 States. Then finding himself in a position to
:?a.. ‘i' a blow for the sovereignty of Persia, he bade
. ,ﬁeﬁance to Ardavin,! the last of the Parthian line. A
~ decisive battle was fought between them, probably in
Babyloma, in the year 218. Ardavan was slain, and
Ardashir was crowned “king of kings” on the field.
His capital was Istakhr, but he chose Ctesiphon (or
Mada'in) as a residence. How far Ardashir's personal
conquests actually extended, it is hard to define. Oriental
. historians have greatly exaggerated the extent of his
. empire, which they allege to have stretched from the
Euphrates on one side, to Khwarazm on the other.
Ardashir was a wise and just ruler, and his career can
be compared only with Napoleon’s. Without the prestige
of birth or fortune he won an empire, and was able
to maintain order in extended realms which had for
centuries been a prey to anarchy. He died in 241, and
was succeeded by his son Shaptir 1. For the first ten
years of his reign he was, like his father, engaged in
chronic warfare with Rome, which did not terminate till
260, when the Emperor Valerian fell into his hands,
dying afterwards in captivity. According to extant coins,
Shapiir 1. made himself master of the non-Iranian lands
to the east of Khorasan, and to him is ascribed the
conquest of Nishapir,2 and Shapur in Northern Persia.
In 272 he was succeeded by his son Hormuz, who con-

e
- *._"'f

—Geschichte der Araber und Perser zur Zeit der Sasaniden, Leyden 1879, and
his Aufsdize zur Persischen Geschichte, Leipzig, 1887, From these sources
we have derived most of our details, and will therefore give no further
- references.
b 1 Or Artabanus.
? Some authorities maintain that this city was founded by Shapur 11.
about 340.
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tinued the struggle with the Romans, in which Syria,
Asia Minor, and Armenia were alternatively subjects of
contention.

The succeeding reigns have little bearing on histor
until we come to that of Bahram Giir,! which was
signalised by a persecution of the Christians? and a
ecommencement of warfare with Rome. Bahram Gar
was worsted in the latter, and entered into a treaty with
the Western Empire, which bound the contracting parties
to tolerate the Christian and Zoroastrian cults respectively.
The Romans further undertook to pay an annual subsidy
towards the maintenance of the fortifications on the
Dariel Pass? in the Caucasus, by which both kingdoms
were protected from the inroads of the wild hordes of the
North. Bahram took advantage of his truce with the
Romans to make an expedition into Bactria/’ where he
encountered the Ephthalites, or White Huns, whom,
according to Persian accounts, he utterly defeated. We
are told that the Khakan % of the tribes of Transoxiana,”
being informed that Bahram and his court were immersed
in luxury and had entirely lost their martial spirit,
ventured to cross the Oxus and laid waste the whole of
Khorasin® He was soon undeceived, for Bahram, at the

head of seven thousand men, fell upon the Turks by night,

1 Gj77 means ‘‘wild ass.” The king, who is one of the favourites of
Persian tradition, received this sobriguet on account of his passion for hunting
wild asses. He usurped the crgwn.

2 The Sasanides were fire-worshippers, disciples of Zoroaster.

3 This pass is traversed by the famous Georgian Military Road connecting
Vladikavkaz with Tiflis.

4 Transoxiana was never included in the kingdom of the Sasanides; the
possessions of Achemenides stretched far farther east than those of the
Sasanians. '

5 Cf. p. 21, note 2, supra.

6 Here we follow Malcolm (Zistory of Persia), who bases his account on
those of various well-known Persian historians, such as Mirkhwand and
Khwandamir.
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..L;‘- ' and put them utterly to rout, the Khakan perishing by
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@e king’s own hand. Bahram then crossed the Oxus
amd concluded a peace with his eastern neighbours.
Jahram died in 438, and was succeeded by his son
Y Jerd 11, During his reign of nineteen years his

attention was engrossed by Armenia and by Khorasan,

where he suffered many reverses at the hands of the
Ephthalites. On his death in AD. 457 his two sons,
Hormuz III. and Pirtiz, became rival claimants to the
throne. Their father, who preferred the former, but
feared a quarrel between the brothers, had given Piraz
the governorship of a distant province, Sistan. Piriiz, on
learning that his brother had seized the throne and won
the support of the nobility, fled across the Oxus, and
implored the chief Khakan ® of the Ephthalites to espouse
his cause. = The Huns consented, and sent an army
thirty thousand strong to his aid? With this accession
of strength, Pirtiz invaded Persia, and defeated his brother
in a pitched battle. Hormuz IIL thus lost his crown,
and was put to death together with three of his nearest
relatives. The reign of his successful rival was fraught
with useful domestic measures. He had to contend
against a famine which lasted for seven years; but, so
prompt and effectual were the means adopted to combat
it, that, if Tabari is to be believed, there was not a single
death from starvation* Pirtaz's foreign policy was by no

1 We are told that when Bahram Giir returned from this expedition to his
capital, Ctesiphon, he appointed his brother Governor of Khorasan, designat-
ing Balkh as his residence.

“ According to the Persian historians, the Khiakan was named Khush-
Nawaz. Noldeke, however, disapproved of this reading, the invention he
thinks of Firdawsi, and employs that of Akh-Shunwar.

" Tabari tells us that Pirliz had previously ceded to the Khikin the
important frontier town of Talikan,

* Some of the means would hardly commend themselves to modern econo-
mists. Piruz remitted taxes and large sums from the treasury; but he also
compelled the rich to feed their poorer neighbours from these taxes.
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means so praiseworthy : though he owed his crown to the
ready help of the Khakan of the Ephthalites, we find
him in 480 freely attacking his benefactor’s son and
successor. This apparent ingratitude is ascri@d*-by
Joseph Stylites to the intrigue of the Romans, whose
jealousy of the power of Persia induced them to incite
the Huns to attack her eastern frontier. Noldeke
suggests as the cause of this rupture the exorbitant
nature of the demands made by the Huns as the price
of their assistance in placing Piriz on the throne. Be
this as it may, the struggle was disastrous to the Persian
army. After obtaining some trivial successes, Pirtiz was
obliged to conclude more than one humiliating treaty
with the Huns, the terms of which he did not loyally
fulfl. On one occasion his son Kobad was left for two
years in their hands as a hostage for the payment of a
large indemnity. A little later we find Pirtiz himself a
prisoner.

A crisis in his affairs came in 484, when he led an
:mmense force against his inveterate foes, only to suffer
a crushing defeat at their hands, and to lose his life;
while his daughter was taken prisoner and forced to
enter the Khakan's harem, Persia now lay at the mercy
of the barbarians whose hordes overran the country,
drowning its civilisation in blood. From this anarchy
the land was saved by the efforts of a great noble named
Sukhra, or Zermihr. At the time of the Huns invasion
he was essaying to quéll one of the periodical revolts in
Armenia. Hurrying back to the Persian capital with a
considerable force, he established a semblance of order,
and placed Balash, a brother of Piriiz, on the throne.
The new king bought off the White Huns, probably by
undertaking to pay a yearly tribute. But his treasury
was empty. He was able to attach no party in the State
to his banner, and in 488 he incurred the resentment of

R — _.'_-.r.ﬂl.ll..l._-..--j‘u.
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| ~ the all-powerful priesthood. Falling into their hands, he
w deprived of his eyesight, a loss which under the
- Persian law incapacitated him from ruling. Balash was

.
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Wed by his nephew, Kobad,! son of Pirtiz. Tabari
tells us that before he came to power, even probably on

~ the accession of his brother, he had fled to the Khikin

for help to meet his claim. On his way he halted at
Nishapir, and took to wife the daughter of a nobleman,
who bore him a son, the famous Antshirawan. He was
kept waiting four years for the promised help, but finally,
after much entreaty, the Khakan gave him the control
of an army, with which he set out for Madad’in2 On
reaching Nishapir he learnt the news of his brother’s
death® The first act of his reign was to resign the
entire administration to Sukhra, on the score of his own
youth "and ‘inexperience. Finding, when he came to
man’s estate, that the people regarded Sukhra as their
sovereign and ignored his own ancestral claims, he
determined to rid himself of a too powerful minister, and
had him put to death.

When Kobad had been for ten years on the throne a
false prophet arose in the person of a certain Mazdak
who taught that all men were equal, and that it was
unjust that one should have more possessions or wives
than another. The inference was that there should be

an equal division of all property. These tenets appear at
first"identical with the latest plans of social ethics. But

! The more ancient form is Kzzadk.

* I.e. Ctesiphon.

* We are told that this made him look upon Aniishirawan as a talisman,
and the interesting detail is added that the mother and the boy were conducted
back to Mada'in 7 @ car’ as became a princess. Wheeled traffic is unknown
on these roads, but Professor Noldeke refers us to Plutarch’s Artax. 27,
where we are told that the king’s wife used that means of locomotion. In

recent times Europeans have taken their carriages from Meshed to Teheran on
Kobad’s route.

Marfat.com
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1-'” Mazdakism had a side which is not shared by the

/ \t Socialistic creed. Its founder preached a life of piety
- / \and abstinence, and himself practised an extreme

o)’ asceticism, refraining from the use of animal food.

W Kobid saw in the new cult an opportunity of a&uding

the grip of the nobles and clergy, who stifled his
' aspirations to govern as well as reign. He espoused the
reformer’s side with ardour,! and thereby hastened the
;] anarchy which such doctrines were certain to promote.
The followers of Mazdak adopted such of his principles
as appealed to their unbridled lust, and ignored the re-
ligious teaching with which he sought to hold it in check.
The disorders were stemmed by a combination between
the nobles and the clergy, who seized and imprisoned
Kobad, setting up his brother Jamasp in his stead. DBut
K obid contrived to escape from confinement, and sought
<helter with old allies, the Ephthalites. With them he
sojourned until 502, when he returned to Persia at the
head of a large force, and overthrew his brother, thus
regaining sovereignty. The remainder of Kobad's career
was as stirring as the commencement had been. Hardly
was he reinstated on the throne ere hostilities broke out
with Rome, and then began a series of terrible conflicts
which reduced the strength of both parties to the
lowest ebb, and rendered them a prey to barbaric
invasion.

Not until 506 was a truce concluded between the two
powers ; but it did not bring rest to Kobad’s distracted
empire. He was soon plunged into hostilities with the
Huns,—whether the Ephthalites, or another branch of
the race, is uncertain. The result is not recorded, but

1 Persian historians assert that he was converted by a sham miracle,
and that he continued to believe in Mazdak during the rest of his life.

But his motives were probably purely political, and not based on con-
version.
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it must be assumed to have been favourable to his army.

In 528 he was confronted with a more pressing danger _
than had attended his struggles with Roman legions over ~ /

. barbagjc hordes. <Mazdak’s now rampant army held the _J, /
- land, and a reign of terror set in which threatened

- the existence of its institutions. Kobad at length be-

- came alive to the potency of the force for evil which

)

he had encouraged, and the measures which he adopted
- for the suppression were drastic and effectual. The
. effort, however, proved too severe for his declining
strength, and three years later he closed a chequered but
not unsuccessful career.

His successor, Chosrau I., surnamed Anushirawan
“the Just,” stands forth as the most illustrious figure
: in the annals of ancient Persia. Chroniclers agree in . [,
depicting him as a wise and benevolent ruler, and one
who made his prowess reflected in distant regions. His
: first care was to restore order in a realm which still .
| groaned under the curse of Mazdakism ; his next to

/ 1y
i crush the Ephthalltes whose incursions into his eastern
;! provinces had been as disastrous as those of the Roman
~ legions into Armenia. In the meanwhile the Ephthalites
. were being threatened from another quarter by the _
Turks. \ £
The Turks proper, that is the Tu-kiué of the Chinese, -~/
first appear in the history of the Sasanides about A.D. §So P

550. At that period the Turks were divided into two
distinct khanates—(1) the Eastern Turks,” who pos- /) (1)
sessed the vast territory between the Ural and Mongolia ;
and (2) the Western Turks, or Tu-kiué, who ruled in
Central Asia from the Altai to the Jaxartes. About

550 the Khakan of the Turks, whose name was Tumen, -,
— ;j’_.:"
! The famous Orkhon inscriptions which have been deciphered by MM.

Radloff of St. Petersburg, and V. Thomsen of Copenhagen, belong to this
branch of the Turks.
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being elated with successes he had gained over the
Tartars,! made so bold as to demand in marriage the
daughter of the Khakan of the Juen-Juen, Tiu-ping.
On receiving an insulting refusal, Tumen at once de-
clared war against the Juen-Juen; at the same time
he married the daughter of the Chinese emperor, with
whose aid he defeated Tiu-ping. Tumen then took the
title of Il-khan (or khan of the people), and established
his court in the mountain of Tu-kin, near the sources
of the Irtish. He only enjoyed his newly acquired
empire for a short time, for in the following year (A.D.
¢53) he died. His son Ko-lo mounted the throne,
but died very shortly afterwards, and was succeeded
by his illustrious brother Mokan-khan, whom we find
in 554 entering into relations with Antshirawan the
Just. Though he had finally crushed the Juen-Juen, and
became master of their vast country, he was fearful of
the superiority of the Chinese, and therefore turned his
arms in a westerly direction? The Turks now crossed
the Jaxartes and entered Badakhshan, where they en-
countered the Ephthalites, with whom, according to
Tabari, they at first dwelt in peace. |

Great uncertainty prevails as to the dates and details
of the campaigns undertaken by the Anitshirawan in
association with the Turks against their inveterate foes.
But their result is not open to question; for about the
year 560 we find the territories of the White Huns
divided between the #llies. The Turks then became
nasters of Transoxiana, while the Persians took pos-
cession of Balkh and Tokharistan. The Oxus served .
as the boundary between their respective spheres of
. Auence® Then Bactria, which had been a perpetual

1 De Guignes, 11. p. 374
2 Cf. De Guignes, vol. ii. p. 378
3 Persian and Roman writers assert that Anushirawan conquered Trans-

__.._...—.—“

Marfat-. com



il A s Al A pil R |
i i ".J_F!,EIE‘. T:.!-_"-‘“.T“ﬂ 2

" unss)  SASANIDES, EPHTHALITES, TURKS 11

- thorn in Persia’s side, became one of its provinces, and

g

e ™
- 3
T p-w* "
- _*.# -

§ Ayl - . .

WwoI 1ell1b |\

- the fate of Piriiz was fully avenged. Aniishirawan set

a seal to his friendship with the Turks by espousing
their chiefs daughter ; but the alliance did not produce
lasting results, The Romans regarded with unconcealed
apprehension the alliance between foes which threatened
the existence of their Western Empire, and they sent
frequent embassies to the Turkish Khakan with a view
to detaching him from Antshirawan. The recon-
ciliation was partially successful, but the recurrence of
disorders on his frontier led the Persian king to build
the great city of Darband, to serve as a rallying
point in repulsing Turkish attacks. After its com-
pletion we hear little of their troublesome neighbours,
and Anitshirawan’s concluding years were exempt from
the troubles which had overwhelmed so many of his
predecessors,

On the death of Chosrau Antshirawan in A.D. §79,
Hormuz 1V, his son by the daughter of the Turkish
Khakan, ascended the throne. The new reign was soon
clouded by war with Rome, and his own kinsmen on the
maternal side. At one period Hormuz endured simul-
taneous attacks from four different quarters. A Turkish
prince, called by Tabari, Shaba, at the head of 300,000
warriors advanced as far as Badghis and Herat. The
Roman emperor, with an army of 80,000 strong,
attacked Hormuz in the Syrian desert. The king of
the Khazars led a large force against Darband, and

~ finally two Arab chieftains raided the Euphrates Valley.

Shaba sent Hormuz a haughty message “to see that

oxiana, but this seems most improbable. For, as Néldeke points out (foot-
note to page 159 of his Sasanides), Huen-Tsang, who visited the country soon
after these events, speaks only of Turkish and other barbarian States. More-
over, the State of Transoxiana at the time of the Mohammedan invasion augurs
strongly against the extension of Persian rule.

;.JHJ ')
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his bridges and roads were in good order, for that he
intended to cross Persia on his way to the Romans.”
The Persian monarch’s reply was the despatch of a
nobleman of Ray, named Bahram Chiibin, in command
of twelve thousand picked veterans, to hinder the progress
of the Turks. Bahram advanced against them by forced
marches, and surprised Shaba in his camp. The Turks
were routed, and Shaba perished by an arrow from
Bahram’s bow. The dead chieftain’s son was taken
prisoner, and sent together with 250,000 camel-loads
of booty to Hormuz. The victorious general was
straightway despatched to Transcaucasia to oppose the
Romans ; but there he met with a crushing defeat. It
is not within the scope of the present work to record all
the details of the extraordinary career of Bahram Chubin,
who is one of the favourite heroes of Persian poetry.'
Suffice it to state that Hormuz, in an evil hour for him-
self, deprived the great general of his command as
a punishment for his failure in the campaign against
the Romans, and then drove him into a revolt which
led to his own dethronement (590). His successor,
Chosrau II., surnamed Parviz “the Victorious,” proved a
despot of the true Oriental type. He began his reign
by slaughtering an uncle Bendoe, to whose efforts he
owed the throne of Persia. Another uncle called Bistam,
who had stood by him at the crisis of his fate, escaped
his clutches, and held out against him for six years with
the aid of the Turks 3nd people of Daylam, succumbing
at length to treachery. But Yarviz was a brave and
capable soldier ; and at one period of his career it seemed
as though Persia were destined to build up an eastern
empire on the ruins of the Roman sway. In 613 he
conquered Damascus, and in the following year Jeru-

1 For a full account of his life—historical and fictitious—we refer the
reader to the Appendix of Noldeke’s Sasaniden, p. 474

-
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CHAPTER V

Tue RISE OF ISLAM AND INVASIONS OF THE ARABS

AT the end of the sixth century the western shore of
Arabia was inhabited by tribes of Semitic descent, who
possessed a complex religion and some literary culture.
The capital was Mekka, to the north of Arabia Felix,'
an ancient city which nestled round a temple called the
Ka‘ba, or Cube. In this holy of holies was a black
stone, probably a meteorite, which served as a tribal
fetish, and attracted hosts of pilgrims from the southern
provinces of the peninsula. The family who had charge
of the temple belonged to the priestly tribe of Koraysh,
.nd one of its members was the future prophet Mohammed.
While a youth he gained an insight into the habits of men
of various creeds, not only as an inhabitant of Mekka,
whither merchants and pilgrims of widely different creeds
and nationalities flocked, but as a frequent attendant on
caravans during distant journeys to the north. The
impression left on his mind was that the religions of the
Christian and the ]ew? had far greater vitality than the
lukewarm idolatry of his own people.

1 The origin of this well-known expression is curious. The designation
Yemen, or the ‘‘right hand,” was given by its northern neighbours to a
strip on the south-eastern coast of the Red Sea. But in Arabic, as in the
Latin and many other languages, the right hand is associated with good
fortune. Hence by mistranslation the territory became known to the West
as ‘“The Blessed,” or ¢« Felix.” It is well watered, and 1s better peopled
than any other part of the Arabian peninsula.

2 The Kaba is said to have contained 160 idols, each tribe having its
34
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R - At the 'age of twenty-four he entered the service

~ of a middle-aged widow named Khadija, who carried
 on a large caravan trade, and he found such favour
in her eyes that she offered to become his wife.
Mohammed, being by this marriage assured of a

q competence -for—life, withdrew from the world and

began to cast about him for the means of raising
the debased moral standard of his countrymen. The
conception of a Messiah, which enabled the Hebrews
to bear their many afflictions, and of the Comforter
promised by Jesus, worked so strongly upon his power-
ful imagination that he was at length convinced that
he himself was the chosen one for whom the world was
waiting. Catalepsy, which frequently threw him into
long trances, led his superstitious neighbours to beljeve
that he held commune with higher powers, At the age
of forty ! Mohammed came before the Eastern world with

s - W 0

his simple gospel: “ There is but one God, Allah, and
Mohammed is his Prophet.” At first none byt a few of
his closest associates believed in his mission, and so
much opposition did he encounter that he was obliged

to flee from Mekka to the town of Medina, 270 miles

northwards. This was on the Oth of July A.p. 622, 617“}%

which has been taken as the starting - point of the 5
Mohammedan era? And fitly so, for it was the turning-
point of Mohammed’s great career. The once flouted
visionary gained hosts of adherents in Medina and the

separate God ;' and so great was the toleration in ante-h{p_lﬂnanleda.t@hat
on the pillars of the temples there were also to be found images of Abraham
and of the Virgin and Child. In the sixth century the primitive religion had
lost its old signification and had developed into fetishism.

! Swedenborg was fifty-eight ere he had his first vision,

* There are two popular fallacies to be noted with regard to the so-called
“‘Hegira.” In the first place, it should be transcribed as &7jra ; and secondly,

- the word does not mean Jight, but separation, for the incident to be recalled

was not Mohammed’s flight to Medina—buyt his separation from his Jamily,
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surrounding country, and spared no effort to consolidate
his influence by appeals to the latent fanaticism of the
Arab character. He continued to utter rhapsodies which,
Y two years after his death, were collected and divided into
| chapters and Verses under the name of the Koran, and
became the foundation of the religious and civil codes
of his followers. i
’ Mekka soon recognised his mission, and after a fierce
struggle with many vicissitudes the whole of Arabia
accepted Islam.’

At the time of Mohammed's death, which took place
A S "‘:1 1 the 16th year of his Hijra, or AD. 632, the creed
.\" | ,’ l'{, which he had formulated was still a religious rather than
O/ a worldly power. But it had profoundly stirred the
impetuous, highly strung Arab temperament, which was
vaguely conscious of possessing immense hidden force,
and of a boundless sphere for its exercise in the worn-
out empires which bounded their peninsula. A leader
.lone was wanted to focus and direct the aspirations
engendered Dy the dead Prophet’s teachings, and one
was found in the person of Abu Bekr, Mohammed's
father-in-law and earliest convert. He was proclaimed
1s the Khalifa? or successor of the Prophet, and was the
frst of that long line of sovereigns who, like the Tsars
of our own age, wielded unquestioned spiritual and
temporal power, and, like them, became prominent factors

in the history of the E,a.stem world.

1 ¢ Jglam” 1s synonymous for Mohammedanism in all Arabic-speaking
countries. Its literal meaning 1S ¢ resignation ’—a heart-whole submission
to the divine will.

2 Khalifa Rasiil Jllak was the full title of the ¢ Successor of the
Prophet of God.” The correct designation of the holder of the office 1is
Khalifa, while the office itself is Khilafaa. The former word has till quite
lately been transcribed ¢ Khalif,” or Caliph. The self-styled successor of
the Mahdi in the Soudan is, however, known to Europe under the correct
designation, Khalifah,

Marfat.com | o
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. The new-born creed soon showed its strongly militant
character. Led by Khalid, a pillar of Islam who won by
his prowess the title of the Sword of God, the Arabs

“defeated a Roman army with heavy loss, and took Dam-

ascus. In six years the whole of Syria and Palestine
passed under their sway. Persia was the next object of

attack. The Zoroastrians struggled long and desperately

for their independence, but in 639 they suffered a crush-
ing defeat at,Nahavend, a battle which must rank high
amongst those which have influenced the current of the
world’s history. Yezdijerd, the last of the Sasanian
dynasty, fled through Sistain and Khorasin to Merv.
Here he found no safe asylum, for the governor sent
news of his arrival to the Turks, and the Khakan advanced
in person to seize so rich a prize. The fugitive became
aware of the intended treachery, and concealed himself
in a mill near the city. The_owner received him with
apparent kindness, but was tempted by the splendour of 1

LLLLLL &

the king's accoutrements to kill him while he slept. He ! »

severed Yezdijerd’s head from his body, which he cast
into the mill stream.?

The immediate results of the battle of Nahavend were
disastrous to civilisation, Persia was traversed in all
directions by bands of marauding Arabs, and the miser-
able inhabitants suffered as severely as they had suffered
at the hands of the Mazdakites. “ The Caliph Othman,” 2
writes Gibbon? “ promised the government of Khorisan
to the first general who should enter that large and
populous country, the kingdom of the ancient Bactrians.

The condition was accepted, the prize was deserved : the

! The outraged hospitality was avenged, for the murderer was torn to
pieces by the mob, while the body of Yezdijerd was embalmed and buried
in his ancestral tomb at Istakhr, ,

* He'was the Prophet’s son-in-law, and had been elected in A.H. 44 by
a council of six as successor to the stern ‘Omar, the second Caliph.

® Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, chap. Ii.
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standard of Mahomet was planted on the walls of Herat,
Merou, and Balkh; and the successful leader neither
halted nor reposed till his foaming cavalry had tasted
the waters of the Oxus.” The ill-cemented power o
the Caliph was more adapted for conquest than assimi-
lation, and its area overrun by his undisciplined hordes
was too vast to be held in permanent subjection. Con-
scious of their weakness, the Arabs spared no efforts to

‘spread the tenets of Islam, which alone was capable of

welding together communities differing widely in race,
language, and customs. From this epoch dates the
decline of the creed of Zoroaster throughout Persia and
the countries of Central Asia, The assassination of the
Caliph ‘Omar by a Persian slave was the signal for a
seneral insurrection throughout this loosely knitted empire.
This was not finally quelled till AH. 31 (652), when
Ibn ‘Amir gained a victory over the Persians at Khwarazm
on the Oxus, and compelled the country as far as Balkh
to acknowledge the Caliph’s suzerainty.! In A.H. 41 (66 1)
‘ Abdullah ibn ‘Amir organised a successful expedition into
Khorasin and Sistan:2 and in the course of the following
year Kays ibn al-Haytham was sent thither as provincial
governor. He was superseded in A.H. 43 (663) by
‘Abdullah ibn Khazim. In AH. 45 (665) Ziyad, whom
in the preceding year the Great Caliph Moawiya had
officially recognised as his brother, was made governor
of Basra and “the East” Al-Hakam ibn ‘Amir al-
Ghifari was sent in A.H. 47 (667) on an expedition into

1 Cf. Muir, Decline and Fall of the Caliphale, p. 208.

2 Tabari, Annales, Series I, p. 15. From this date until the appearance
in Central Asia of Kutayba in A.H. 86, our history is little more than an
enumeration of Arab governors in Khorasan, whose rule was usually as
uneventful as it was shortlived. We have, however, considered it fitting to
enter here into detail somewhat disproportionate to the rest of our narrative,

seeing that the facts have hitherto been only accessible in works of Oriental
writers.
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Khorasan. He occupied Tokharistain and the country
south and south-east of Balkh as far as the Hindu Kush, +
and was, moreover, the first Arabian general to cross the

- Oxus.! Al-Hakam died at Merv in A.H. 50 (670), on

T his return from an expedition against the people of Mount

. Ashall? In the following year Rabi® ibn Ziyad? el-

Harithi was sent to Khorasan to succeed him.* About

R this date many Arabs migrated with their families to

F Khorasan and settled there® Rabi”s first care was the

'~ reduction of Balkh, which had been the scene of a revolt,

and this he effected without resorting to force. He also

engaged the Turks in Kiuahistan, and put them to rout.

Among the fugitives was Nizak Tarkhiin,® who perished

later at the hands of Kutayba ibn Muslim. Rabi’ also

crossed the Oxus, but made no conquests on the farther
side.” His death, and that of his master Ziyad, took
place in AH. 53 (673). He named his son "Abdullah as
his successor, but the latter died two months later, and
was succeeded by Khulayd ibn ‘Abdullah el-Hanafi. On
the death of Ziyad the Caliph gave the governments of
Kifa, Basra, and Khorasan to his own son ‘Ubaydullah,
while he appointed Ziyad’s son ‘Ubaydullah,in supersession
of Khulayd, as his lieutenant in Khorasan. ‘Ubaydullah
ibn Ziyad collected an army in Irak, entered Khorasan
and, crossing the Oxus, penetrated into the mountains
of Bokhara,” and conquered Ramtina and half of Bay-

s ——— A

_.,..
WO W g

1 Miiller, Der Islam, i. p. 354.
* Tabari, dnnales, 11. p. 100.
* He was not the son of the famous governor of Basra.

*In the interim the post seems to have been filled for a short time by
Khulayd ibn ‘Abdullah el-Hanafi (Tabari, II. p. 155).

° Tabari, IIL. p. 156.

 Vambéry considers Zarkkan (or Tarkhiin) to be an old Turkish title,
which Mohammedan authors have regarded erroneously as a proper name.

" Tabari, II. p. 156.

® Tabari, IL. p. 169. Tabari says he was the first to cross the mountains
of Bokhara on a camel, Zoc. cit.
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kand. The Turks of Bokhara were at that time governed
by a princess named Khatiin, who acted as regent during

the minority of her son Tughshada. On the approach of
the Arabs with an overwhelming force, Khatin fled to

Samarkand. According to Tabari! so great was her
haste that one of her shoes was left behind, It fell into
the hands of the Arabs, and was valued by them at
200,000 direms.?

Diplomacy gained for Bokhara what arms could
never have accomplished. Khitiin saved the evacuation
of her capital by entering into a treaty by which she
bound herself to pay a yearly tribute “Ubaydullah with-
drew to Merv laden with booty, and on his return to
Irak was appointed by the Caliph Mo'awiya, governor
of Basra. In AH. 56 (676) Sa‘id ibn ‘Othman, who had
superseded him in Khorasan, determined to complete the
conquest of Bokhara, in spite of the treaty concluded by
his predecessor. The Queen-Regent Khatiin was power-
less to resist the invasion, for she had reason to doubt the
loyalty of her troops, and her resources had been well-
nigh exhausted in her struggle with ‘Ubaydullah. She
therefore came to terms with Sa‘id by the surrender of
the last shreds of her sovereignty in Bokhiri. But
Samarkand, the wealthiest of its strongholds, was still
unmastered. Sa‘id ibn ‘Othman embarked on a cam-

paign for its reduction, carrying with him eighty Bokharan

1 Tabari, II. p. 169. The Per;an Tabari does not mention this queen,
but relates the same incident of the 4img of the Turks ; Ba'lami, the
Persian translator, also adds that the shoe was sold by Ubaydullah to the
merchants of Basra. Cf. Zotenberg’s Chroniques de Tabari, tome iv.

p. 10.

* The direm, derived from the Greek drachma, contained 25 grains of
silver, and was worth about 5d. of our money. On this basis the value of
' the shoe would be £4166 sterling !

* Vambeéry, History of Bokhard, p. 20. The author says he has this fact
from ‘‘ Arabic authors,” but we have been unable to find any mention of it
in either the Arabic or Persian versions of Tabari.
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nobles as hostages for their queen’s good behaviour. After
several successful engagements with the Turks he stormed
Gamarkand ! and carried off 30,000 prisoners, with much
booty? When Said passed through Bokhara on his
return to Khorasan the queen demanded back the eighty
hostages, but he replied that he did not yet feel sure of
her good faith, and that he would not part with the
Bokharans until he had crossed the Ama Darya. At
this stage of his march the queen sent messengers to
repeat her demand, but she was informed by Sa’d that
the hostages should be sent back from Merv. Thus he
continued to elude compliance, and finally dragged his
wretched captives to Medina. Here they were stripped of
the attire proper to their rank and reduced to a condition
of slavery. Preferring death to an ignominious existence,
the desperadoes broke into Sa‘id’s palace, and, closing fast
the doors, slew him and afterwards themselves. This
tragedy occurred in A.H. 61 (680), under the Caliphate of
Yezid ibn Merwan, who had succeeded his father Moawiya
in the previous year.

One of the Caliph’s first acts had been to appoint
Galm ibn Ziyad as his lieutenant in Khorasan?® The
latter found the northern part of his charge a prey to
revolt, for the restless Khattun had taken advantage of
dissension among the Caliph’s followers to throw off his
hated yoke. Salm took council with a trusted general

1 According to Tabari (IT. p: 179), Sa'id was met by a great Soghdian force
on reaching Samarkand. The rival hosts stood facing each other till nightfall,
vut on the following day Sa'id made a furious onslaught and put the defenders
to flight, taking fifteen young nobles as hostages.

2 Narshakhi, ed. Schefer, p. 39.

3 Bellew and Vambéry both call him “ Muslim,” a reading which has
been adopted in the Russian translation of Narshakhi, published in Tashkent
in 1897. The latter, indeed, contains a noteto the effect that the name is
written ‘“Salm” in Arabic sources. It is also the spelling in the Persian
Tabari. Salm was twenty-four years of age on his appointment. is father
was 'Ubaydullah, the famous governor of Basra.
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named Muhallab,! and, establishing a base at Merv,
crossed the Oxus with? a force 6000 strong and moved
rapidly on to Bokhara. The queen, in her despair,
turned to the Tarkhiin Malik of Soghd, to whom she
promised her hand in marriage as the price of his alliance
against the invaders. The Tarkhun, seduced by the
dazzling bait, advanced to her assistance at the head
of 120,000 men. He put a reconnoitring party of the
Arabs to flight, destroying more than half their number,
but was beset by the entire force, and after a fierce
struggle was utterly routed. 5o vast was the booty

taken by Salm’s followers in the pursuit that each man-
at-arms received 2400 direms.”

This victory * brought the queen of Bokhara to her
senses. She sued for peace, which was granted, and, Salm
returned in triumph. Salm seems to have won for
himself universal respect during his two years’ residence
in Merv as governor of Khorasan, and the fact that during
this period 2000 children had received his name® 1S
quoted as a proof of his popularity.

The Caliph Yezid had died during the previous year

(683). He was succeeded by Mo‘awiya IL, who was less
: mbued with fanaticism than his lieutenants, and found

the Caliphate too heavy a burden. Resigning it after a

1 This warrior held command of the Arab troops in Central Asia under
several viceroys in succession, and thus gained the confidence of his troops
and an intimate knowledge of Khorasan and the adjoining tracts. The
stability in the office of generalissimo went far to neutralise any disadvan-
tages occurring from the frequent changes in that of viceroy.

2 Tabari (II. p. 304) tells us that Salm took his wife Umm Mohammed
with him, and that she was the first Arab woman to cross the Oxus. She
bore him a son, who was surnamed <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>