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~—="TFe Spirit of islamic Culture
“glamic culture is no where tg be seen. It is true that there | 1S
some sort of semblance of unity among the Muslims and
efforts have been made to institutionalise this unity in the
form of Orgumsdtlon of Islamic Countries. At every
international event; concerning Muslims, the Muslim :'
mdase% feact Eponmneouxly and sm]ultdneouxly In the same
manner which shows. that there are eleimeiits of unity of :
[slamic culture throughout thgf: world. But as far as the true -
spirit of Islamic culture, the love of knowledge. "
observation, experimentation etc. are concerned, these are
no where present. The institution of [jtihad has been
inactive for the last five centuries. On the whole, the
Islamic countries are on defénsive vis-a-vis the onslought
of Western cultural invasion. There is, however, a spirit of -
[slamic-renaissance which can be seen throughout the
world but this force has not yet been harnessed and
channelised in the:form of institutions for the benefit of -
Muslim Ummabh, |

' REFERENCES

1- Reconstruction of Religious Thou;:ht In Islam

©. . Allama Muhaminad Igbal, publlxhed by Javed
Igbal, Lahore, 1982, p. 131.- & S
2- Ibid - p. 128.

3-.  lbid-p.128. -
4-° - Ibid -p.129-130.
5-  1bid-p. 131,

6- Ibid - p. 131.

7- .5 lbid < p. 132-133.

S- Ibid - p. 135. |
. 9- Ibid - p. 138. R
10-  Ibid - p. 138. B o

11- Ibid - p. 139.
12- Ibid - p. 139.
13- Reconstruction, p. 140.
14- Ibid - p. 140.




Danesh 41

of time and the Loncept of Iife a8 Lontmoua nmvement In
time” T N e L R it I PSRt
25.. - Quran:says: f‘"And We hdve ueated you d“ t:om_
one bledth of life™,... i et L L
26.- . Towards thE end of tlus let,tme Iqbdl dlidlybﬁb |
S]I)dl‘l;__lel s:book “The: decline: of the West”in whicliithe -
authoi-has tried te-emphasise that.each culture - has its own
peculiarities and:is completely isolated.from all-other
cultures. Spangler was of the view that anti-classical spirit
- of Eureopean culture was not - due to the: 'inﬂuemé ‘of Islam
which, to him, has Magian spirit. Iqbadl mnplmtmdlly
refutes this viewpoint. He:thinks that i it 18- true thdt, some of
the . Magran 1deas have imperceptably’ 111ﬂuenced;the
thought of Muslims like perpetual attitude of ﬁhpettdtlﬂl‘l
constant looking foiward to the: coming of’..i the  Messiah -
etc. but, according to:Igbal: these are not the essential part
of-Muslim " thought and: that Spdnglm has miserably failed”
to. appreciate the cultural value iof the idea of ’rnmlny of
Plophethoodm [slam™ - | co g ’
27. - “Hence in this lecture [(]bdl lias plpvlded the sound
intelle(,tual philosophical basis of separateness and
uniqueness of ‘the Muslim: cultural identity: "tln*(t:-ur?hc)ut
history. He feels that this cultural identity was brought out
because of the teachings of holy Quran which: gives.the
maxinium |mp01tdnce to' the pragmatic. approach:towards
the life and gives rise to, the method of experimentation and
observition. At the same time it:lays emphasis on-the
accuracy-of information.. Its whole -attitude-was 1n
complete contradiction to the Greek philosopy and. science:
Iqbal also rejects the Spangler’s:idea of Islaniic’ Luluue
being influenced by the Magian thought .and his: dbbﬁ:l[lﬂl]
on exclusiveness of- ‘European cultire, According :to Igbal
there might be some - Magian influenceon Iskum but-the

true- Islamic spirit is-anticlassical. and the :same: SSpIrit;was .

given to-the modern Eu:opean cultme by the history. of
[slamic influence. = w0 e o T e e e Ty
28: As far-as. the cultural situation .in --Pak-i’sta‘n an’rd -

Islamic world ‘is. concerned, unfortunately the:true. spirit: of )
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The Spirt of Islamic Culture

immeterial beings and the space of God”.

17, He aiso explains the ditferences of all those l\mdx
of space and goes on to tell that in space the movement
takes time. he has described the space and time in
connection with Iragi’s view. This is a lengthy discussion
and needs separate treatment. However, Igbal concludes
the discussion with the asserion that “all lines of Mushm

thought converge. on a dynamic conception of the
universe’.(2)

~18..  The second tmportant source of knowledge

according to Quran is history. “It is one of the most
essential teachings of Quran and the .nations are
collectively judged and suffered for their misdeeds here
and now.(3) S | |

19. The Quran says “But as far those who treat our
signs as lies, we aradually bring them down by means of
which they know not and though lengthen their days,
verily, my strategem is effectual (7:181:33).

- 20. Again the holy Quran says: “Traverse thou earth

then and see that. hath been the end of those who falsity
the signs of God™ (3:137)).
21.  1In the same connection of rise and fall ot nations
during the period of history there is very vivid verse. of
holy Quran which is very meaningul and thought
provoking,”Every nation hath its fixed period.”(7:34)
22.  lgbal feels that the whole spirit of Ibn-e- Khuldun’s
views of history must have been received from the Quran.
23. - Quran has g:iven the most fundamental principle of
historical criticism.” (1) |
“Q Believers. if any bad man comes to you with the
report clear it up at once. (49-0). |
24, Igbal says-that Mushms have tsed this. ptlnuple of

Holy Quran while reporting the sayings of Holy
Prophet(Peace be upon-him). He feels that the growth of
historical sense i Muslims is due to the Quran, that is why

- the man ke [bn-i-Ishaq, and Mas’udi were produced by

the Muslim civilisation. The holy Quran clearly depicts
the unity of human origin and gave the sense of the reality
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10. Au.cndmw (o Spldl]“lel the ldedl o‘r Gxeeks Wil
proportion not infinite. But the 1dedl of Muslims as
revealed in higher Sufism is the pObbﬁ:bSlOll and emoymmt
of the infinite. That is why Ashari ies developed different
kinds of a atamism to overcome the difficulties of
perceptual space. Nassir Tusi was the fust to realise thie -
necessity of abandoning pelceptual space. However,
Alberuni was the first to see msufﬁmency of 5tc1t1(, wew -
of the universe. Lo
11, Iqbal is of the view that the transformation of tre
Greek-concept of number from pure’ 111.:1Lnltud‘e to pure
relation really begins with Khawrazmi’s movement from
Arithmetic to Algebra. Igbal also emphdmses that the idea
of evolution could be traced in the Musllm scholars. It was
Jahiz who for the first time noted the (,hanszes in the life 0t.
birds caused by ‘migration. Later on Ibn-i- Md%l\Wdlh gave it
the form of miore definite’ theory and adOpted it in his’
theological work - Al Fayuz-ul-Asghar. Ibu-i-MasKwaih-
also differentiated between pldnt and animal life and
differences between dltfelent «.peue& of plants .«.lnd"
animals. . | | S
12, But it 1s 1eally religious nychulogy as in Ilaql and_
Khwaja Mohammad Pdmd which brings us ‘much n&um-
to our model n ways s::f lool\mg at the pmblem ot xp.-.u,e dnd
time. | )
13. Accmdung to*lraqi, the emstenw of some kind of
space 1n lelduon to God 1*; Lledl fmm the followuw velseq
of the Quran. S | |

14. Dost thou not see that God knoweth all that is in°the
Heavens and all that is in the Earth. Three' persons speak
not p:wately together, but He 15 their fourth: nor fivé but
He is their sixth; I]Dl'feWt‘:I 1ot mmﬁ: but whraleevel the)'
be He is with them’ (58:7). e . ‘

- 15, We created imen, and we know what s soul'ﬂ
whispereth to him, and we axe LIOS{SI to hlm than Hls. ne(,l\—,
vein” (50-15) o | S
16.  Igbal is of the view that thére are: thlee Lmds of
%paw “The spar.,e of matendl delEb the xpace ot
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_The Spirit of Islamic: Culture

fﬁlﬁdOOl]led to failure and 1t 1s what follows their fatlure
that blm;:s out the tedl 5p111t of the Cultute ot I%ldm dnd
ldys the tounddtmn of modern cultme a, In some of 1ts most
1mp01tdnt ASpects. (.3) | .

6. Iqbdl tlunks that the mtellectudl revolt of Isldmtc
thmkel«; agdmst Greek phtlowphy mdmfested itself in all
depdrtments of thou;:ht He quotes the sper.:lftc emmple of

_the Metaphysical thought of the Ashdtttes ALLOldII‘lg to

Igbal Nizam was the first to formulate the principle of

- doubt as the beginning of all knowled}__e

7. Ghdzttlt further * dmphfted 1t in his levmcatlon of
the sciences of 16]1}:1011 and prepared the way 0f DE:HLdI te’s
method But dt,(,mdtng to Iqbal Abhlaql and Ibn-i-
Tamtmlyyd under took.* Systemdtlc 1efutdt10n of Greek
logic™. Abu Bakr Ram was_the first to cutlctse AustOtle S
first fI}:LIIE.: followed by John Stucut Mlll in our own tlmcx
Ibn-i-Hazm in “his. Scope of Logic” emphasmed sense
pelc,eptlm as the somc,e of knowledge. Igbal also quotes
the dlsmveues of Al- Ber uni, Al- Kindi, Ibn -1+ Hdltlldl]’l etc.,

and theu mfluant.e on the wester, thinker S, phllomphc:s
and scientists. For example Roger Bacon followed the foot
steps, of Musltm thinkers. and scientists. He also (1uotex
from Bul’fdult S Makmg of I—Iumdmty to prove that
expeumentdl metht)d was. d(,tually learned by him from the
Muslim Universities of Spain and he really imbibed the,
knowledw of Arabic.and Arabic SCIENces.(4) . ;
8. . Asthe Isldmlt, (,oncept is that knowledge must
begtn with the concrete because it is “the mtelleuual
capture of and power over.the concrete that makes .it
posmble f01 the mtellctt of man to pass beyond the
concete. As the QLlldl'l says, "O Lompany of. Djin and Man,

iIf you, can ever pass the bounds of Heaven and the Emth
then, paas them But by power alone 5hd1] ye DVE‘:I pass
thern (55. 33)1 . )

9. Au,otdmg. to Iqba.l the thfought ot llmI[ 10 .4

pemeptual space and Time staggers the mmd The. mmd
must ovett,ome serial time. and the power . vacuity of

pelt,eptua] space. A:» the Qulan des “ And Varily
Towards thy God is the Limit™.2

) . . | - | 3
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his: words ¢ the:first important poixit to note about the spirit
of Muslim culture then 1s that for purpbses of knowledge it
that the buth ef the method. t::-‘f obsewatmﬁ *.:ind ehpemnemr
in Islam was due’ not to clILOI"i‘l‘pIOIIllbe wuh Gleek tlimlfrl]t
but to prolonged intellectuall warfare with it.%In this
fecture he has 211‘;0 talked about the theories of nationalism.
He sayq thdt the ;,Iowth of temtoual l'ld[lﬂl]dllblﬂ wnh 1S
emphdsn on whdt is wltme and I]ElthI‘ldl ChldCtBllbth"; hd% |
~ tended rather I:D kill the blOEld humdn element m the dl
'and llteidtlue of Eumpe : oy ooy T
3 . AS far as the tlleme of fmdllty ot the mstltutlon ot
Pmphethood dnd its 1mpmtance in. the Lultuxal dnd'
111tellectudl evolution of Mu‘;llm Commumty is wnwmed
we need a sepaldte u eduse to eldbmdte on its mtlueme db a
SDLIICE', of knowledg_,e Hence leavmg it cmde the otlier two
mos:t important. sources of knowledge accmdmg to Qman
are thl,ne dlld Hlktmy |
4, " The den sees the su:ns of the ultlmdte tedllty m
the ‘Sun the ‘Moon’, “the lengthemng out of f;hddowx
the alter ndtlon of day and Ill!.‘{l'lt ‘variety of humdn colomt .
“and tongues ‘the altemdtlon of the ddys ot succem dlld
reverse among peeples 1n fdct in the whole of nature 4§
1evedled to the sense pemeptlon of man. And the MLIbIlITI s
duty is to reflect on these ngns dnd not 1o pas,b by them “as
if he is deaf and blmd for'he who d()r::s not see these
signs in this life will remain blmd to the 1e¢111t139 Gt the llfe
to come’.(2) . | | .
5. This appeal to. the canmete Lombmed with the slow
IEcIIIZdHOl‘l that, ac,(.mdmg to the teaclungb of the den
the universe is dynan*uc in its origin, finite and r.:dpaBle of
increase, eventually bmught Mu‘;hm tlnnkem into conﬂmt
with Greek thought which, 'in  the be;__mmng of theu
intellectual career, was btlldled by them with so much _-
entlmsmsn'l Not 1641112111}: that the spirit of the Qman wis.
essentially anti-classical and putting full confidence m_'
Greek thinkers, then first impulse was to- undelbtand the
Qumn in” the light of Gleck plnlosophy which emoyed. o
theory and was ne}__le-:,tful of fa(,t Thn attempt st_f'_

l- _ iy e e———— _ i



By: Athar Qayyum Rayji

THE SPIRIT OF ISLAMIC CULTURE AND
 PRESENT MUSLIM WORLD! IQBAL’S VIEW.

[gbal 18 onépf those great.personalities of the
Muslim world who emphatically asserted the relevance of
Islam in their respective times. He deserves to be ranked
with gréatJMuslim thinkers, philosophers and academiclans
like, Imam Ghazali, Shah Waliullah, Syed Jamaluddin
Afghani and Mohammad Abduhu. The task before Igbal
was the hardest, as during his life-time, the Muslim world
was completely subjugated except Turkey, and even it was
cut to the size and confined to the Turkey of today. Never
before were the Muslims so helpless and passive in world
affairs - politically, intellectually and culturally. [n this
back-drop, Igbal took the ardous task of ¢reating a sense of
self-realization in Muslims and imbibed in them the true
spirit of their separate identity in each and every field of
lite. He provided the philosdphical basis for this gigantic
task in his epoch-making work “The Reconstruction of
Religious Thought in [slam” which is a colléctian of his
seven lectures on different aspects of Islam .

2. The fifth lecture of ‘Reconstruction” is entitled as
“The Spirit of Islamic Culture™. In this lecture [gbal has
dealt with the contribution of Islamic scholars aAnc
academicians in the field of knowledge and learning ang
wied to analyse all those ideas which provide the basis of
Islamic culture and philosophy. In these fundamental ideas
of Islam, Igbal has accorded the basic importance 1o the
idea of finality of_pr‘ophethood. I(i“bal has given 1t the
fundamental stgnificance in the development of' Islamic
culture and philosophy. He thinks that in this idea there 1s
an underlying meaning of the completeness of human.
intellect in the sense that now it could take advantage of 118
own resources. [gbal thinks that we have the right to
unulyse mystic ekperience as the source of knowledge. In
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