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PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION

Since the first edition of “A Guide to Prayer in Islam™ we
have had a large number of requests for this book from the U.K.
and abroad. By the grace of Allah within a few months the first
edition was sold out. We then published the second edition with a
few useful additions. Within a year the second edition was also
sold out.

We are now publishing the third edition of the book. We have
iried our best to make it more accurate than the previous
editions.

We thank all brothers and sisters who have written in their
suggestions  and valuable remarks about the book. We are
especially grateful to Brother Salah-al-Mulaa from Kuwait tor
many helpful ideas and comments.

We hope you benefit from this edition and let us know your
VIEWS.

Mohammad Abdul Karim Saqib
Birmingham, January 1988
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FOREWORD

There are many books dealing with the Subject of Salat in both
Arabic and Urdu. Many of these books are well written and pro-
vide an informative and comprehensive view of how Salat should
be performed according to the teachings of Prophet Muhammad
( 2 ). Unfortunately, there are very few books in English which
deal with the subject in the same informative and comprehensive
way. The books, which do exist, have three main disadvantages.

Firstly, literature concerning Salat available in English is either so
brief that it does not cover essential points in nearly enough detail,
or it 1s so bulky and detailed that it becomes difficult to use it for

quick reference, and essential points .nay get lost in the unneces-
sary detail.

Sceondly, the text of the Salat lacks the quality of direct research
from the sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad ( < ). There are
also books which contain material without any reference to the

original sources.

Thirdly, the majority of books have been written according to the
views held by certain schools of thought and for this reason some

people hesitate to follow them.

Because of these weaknesses in existing literature in English we felt
that the need existed to produce a medium sized book on Salat
which would approach the subject according to the teéchings of the
Prophet Muhammad ( %7 ). The Prophet, himself, said.

“Pray as you have seen me praying.”

Such a book needs to contain all the essential details of Salat with-
out being too bulky or complicated so that the reader can use it as

a point of reference on a journey or at home.
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[t was also felt that a comprehensive book on Salat in English 1
would be useful for converts to Islam and for Muslim youth :
brought up in this country. Keeping in mind the needs of our
brothers and sisters every effort has been made to produce this
book in simple and easy language.

During our research we sometimes found that differences occurred
hetween established practices in various prayer books. In these cir-
cumstances we referred to quthentic hadiths of the Prophet
Muhammad ( # ) so that the points could be clarified as much
as possible. This was, because, for a true Muslim there is no greater
proof for settling arguments than authentic hadiths and practices of
Prophet Muhammad ( th-l_;l“: )

O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad- #% ) and those of you who are in authority; and
if you have a dispute Of disagreement in anything among your-
celves. then refer it to Allah and His Messenger if you believe in
Allah and the Last Day. Then that 1s better and more suitable for

the final determination.

(Surah Nisa (IV) : 39).

This verse explains about the basic nrinciples and guidelines to deal
with disputes and disagreements amongst the Muslims, if there are
any.

We hope that Allah will accept this humble attempt because with-
out His support and help we would never have been able to do this

work .

Finally, we ask all our Muslim brothers and sisters to study the text
1nd to strive to pray according toit. If anyone finds anything unac-
ceptable or to be against the sunnah of the Prophet (& ) we
would be grateful it they would inform us.

Muhammad Abdul Karim Saqib

8
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NOTES ABOUT THE TRANSLITERATION

The following system has been adopted to represent cor responding

sounds of the Arabic Alphabet

English
Equivalent

Arabicletter

' A
—t b
— [
— th

a J
T h
C kh

-? d

J 7

) I

) V4
l-J: !
® o sh
u_° S
. .
- l
L /

t J

€ gh
-9 {

- I

: K

) |

f m

O n

3 w

2 h

. [ 1

(in the middle of the letter)
o y

Martat.com

Example
( Arabic¢)

Allah
bismillah
Tirmizi
uthman
Jabir
Raheem

Khahlitah

Darmi
Azan
AN
zahid
salam
shuaib
Salat
wudu
Tahir
Zuhr
Jama at
Maghrib
Fapr
Igamat
Kitab
Jibreel
Muhammad
Nisai
wudu
Janazah

Example
(Enghish)

Apple

bt

Loy

through

juy

heath

no English
cquinvalent
[LI_L'

rIver

ZCTO

seen

shop

sardine
nocquivalent
nocaurvalent
razor

no cquivalent
no cquivalent
fan

queen

keen

lean

moorn

noon

wallet

high

no equivalent

year



P__—_——_—W

| he tollowing system he
unnplm.

-""'\I;lhu'

'*-—‘“B W -

9|
91
i
S|
US|
S\

s been adopted to represent some of the
sounds of the Arabic language.
A macron |

) pi;u.'ul on a transcribed Arabic vowel indicates
\L'H::_:[lh.‘l'lll‘ip of the sound of that letter.

Enghsh
Equivalents

l'..‘\il'lT'l[‘I'IL’

(Arabic)

Example
(Enghsh)

a Allah far

A Raheem seen

| Istanga SIt

LOT K Seen
hi he

u hoot
u Dawud truc
AW house
AW W awwal shower
a4\ hay
Ay \ age
VY tear

Note: Sometimes an Arabie letter changes sound according to 1ts
posttion in the word: for example. whetheritis at the beginning, 1n
the middle or at the end. In such circumstances the Arabic letter
has been represented by more than one English equivalent.

Abbreviations

The following abbreviations have been used in this book.

i

R.A.

SAL-LAL LAHU ALAYHIWASAL-LAM

(PEACE AND BLESSING OF ALLAHBE UPONHIM)
RADIALLAHU ANHU/ANHA

(MAY ALLAHBEPLEASED WITH HIM/HER)

10
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Chapter 1

| BEFORE DOING WUDU

[t somcone necds lo o to the torlet, he should use the tonlet and do
Istanja (washing the private parts) betore domg wudu

ABLUTION
SIWAK (TOOTH-STICK)

TS ;,'UU'J ;"I'LIL‘IiL‘L‘ to clean the teeth with o to th-stick . or o to 184
brush betore pertorming wudu. In thisway vou can avord mans dis.
cases which are caused by unclean teeth
As mentioned in the hadith Aisha (R A reported Allah'™s mes-
senger as saving:- “The use of a tooth=stick is 4 me:ians of purityving
the mouth and is pleasing to the Lord as well ™
(Ahmad. Darnu. and Nisai )
Prophet Muhammad | 2 ) also sand:- It 1 had not tel
that 1t would be difficult for my pcople T would have ordered
them te use a tooth-stick with ey cry praver. (that is. betore
doimng each wudu).
(Ahmad. Malik. Nisai. Ibn Khuzaimah)
So. Mushims should alwavs try to tulfil this wish ot ou Prophet

S —

==,

MAKING INTENTION FOR WUDU (NIYAT)

Betore HI:nFIiIH.: the actions of w udu 1t 1s necessary to make ﬂi}.ll
Mauke Nivat that the the act of performing wudu s tor the purposc
of purity only. Niyat should be madce i the heart because it is an
action of the heart and not of the tonguc.

Nivat by words is not approved by Prophet Muhammad

———s

Then start the wudu by saying:- Bismilla  hir-rahma nir-raheem
(In the name of Allah. most gracious. most merciful).

11
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ACTIONS FOR PERFORMING ABLUTION

| Wash the hands up to the wrist making sure that no part ol the
hands s lett dry
> Rinse the mouth taking up water with the right hand.

o

 Clean the nose: sniff water up from the right palm and then ¢ject
water with the lett hand

1 Wash the tace. from car to car. and torchead to chin making
sure that no part of the face s lelt dry

A

[hen wash the torearms (night torcarm first) up to the clbows
making sure that no part ol them s lettdry
6 Rub the head as tollows:-
Wet your fingers and then wipe your head with them. starting
trom the torchead. taking them to the nape of the neck and then
oring them back to the torchead.
~Clean the cars by inserting the ups of the index tingers wetted
with water into the cars, twist them around the tolds ot the cars
then pass the thumb behind the cars from the bottom. upwards.
X “Wash the feet (nght foottirstyup to the ankles making sure that
no parts of the feetare left dry. especially in between the toes.

~J

*SPECIAL FACILITIES IN ABLUTION

Rubbing the socks with wel hands instead of washing the teetis
allowed . provided that the cocks have been put onafter performing
1n ablution. including washing the feet. Thisis allowed tor 24 hours
irom the time of ablution, and for 3 days if the personis onajour-
ney. After this time the feet must be washed. Similarly . if there s
L wound in any part of the body which has to be washed in ablution.
and if washing that particular part is likely to cause harm, It 1S per-
missible 1o wipe the dressing of the wound with a wet hand.

HADITH

Mughira bin Jhu'bah said. “Prophet (%5 ) pcri'nrmud ablu-
tion and wiped over his socks and his sandals.

(Ahmad., Tirmizi, Abu Dawad. and Ibn Majah).

I ach detail of ablution has been performed by Prophet Muham-

19
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mad (3 ) once. twice or three tmes (exe Cpt rubbinge of the
head and cleaning of the cars. 1.¢. actions 6 and 7 should only I
done once). Since all the above methods meet Prophet (352 )
approval we can pertorm ablution by dome the actions once  twice
Or [thL‘ times. provided that no part has been et dry

Amr bin Shuaib. quoting his Father on the authornitny of hi
grandtather narrated that Prophet Muhammad ( 3= ) <aid.
"It anvone pertorms actions of ablution more than 3 tmes. he has
done wrong. transgressed. and acted wickedly

(NIsar. Ibn Majah

DU'A AT THE END OF ABLUTION

w i
—-—

1"}..140\._} Jw_m;-i,_,-_b—ﬁq) ‘,..\‘-.1"_,.— ;'L:Jl. _1_:1__:: \;_}II u\\-&";"

f"‘“” -L.._y-v;.. BASE

“Ash hadu an la tlaha
tlal thu wah dahu la shareeka lahi
wa ash hadu an-na

Muhammadan "abduhii wa
rasuluhu. ™

JAJ‘CJ%_L.J'J@J-—jw"' SR ES 2 2

“Allah hum may "alnee minar
taw-wabeen, waj ‘alnee minal
muta tah-hireen.”

“Itestify that there 1s nodeity except Allah alone. He 1s One and
has no partner. And | testity that Muhammad (- = ) 1S His ser-
vant and messenger.” (Mushm)

"O Allah make me among those who are penitent and make me
among those who are purified.”

( [irmizr)

13
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TAYAMMUM

In circumstances when water cannot be found. or just enough s

available for drinking. or itis injurtous to health:n such situations
[ayammum (dry ablution) can be pertormed.

' he procedure below 1s given according to Quran and Hadith
And if vou don't find any water. then take clean carth (or

wand) and rub it on your face. and hands. Allah does not wishto put
vou in difficulty. but he wants to make you clean. and to complete
His favour unto you. so you should be grateful to Him .- (Surah V.

verse 6). (The permission to use sand for this purpose is allowed in
the Quran)

PROCEDURE

el [

Make niyatin the heart.
Begin with the name of Allah.
Strike both palms of hand on clean wand. dust or anything
containing these. ¢.g. wall or stone. cle. then blow into the
palms. pass the palms ot both hands over the tace once and then
rub your right hand with the left palm and lett hand with the
rght palm

(Bukhari and Mushm)

4 Finish with the same Du a as given at the end of ablution

Note: Other procedures include the torearms and shoulders aswell
as armpits. These have been transmitted by reputable scholarsbut
the most preferable and authentic is that given above.

14
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Chapter 2
TIME - PLACE - DRESS and - TYPES OF SAL AT

I. TIME OF SALAT

Each salat must be offered at or during its proper time. Nosalat can

be offered before its time. There are fiy ¢ obligatory salats in a day
FAJR PRAYER

The time for Fajr. or the mornimg prasver. starts at dawn and
cnds at sunrise.

ZUHR PRAYER

The time for Zuhr. or the carly afternoon praver. starts when
the sun begins to decline from its zenith and ends when the sz
of an Hh_|::L‘['-. shadow 15 L'qulll to the size ot the Object

Tabirbin Abdullah (R A ) narrated. “The Angel Jibreel came
to Prophet Muhammad (3= ) and sard to him. "Stand up and
pray Zuhr.” So the messenger of Allah (1 3% ) praved Zuhi
when the sun had declined from 'S zenith. Then the Angel Jib-
recl came again at the time of A and said. “Stand up und Pray
Asr." Then Prophct Muhammuad (3= ) prayed Asrwhen the
shadow of ey ervthing was equal to itself. Then Jibreel came the
next day to Prophet Muhammad (> ) and said. “Stand up
and pray Zuhr." Then Prophet Mubammad ( 3= ) prayved
Zuhr when the shadow of ey crything was equal to itself. Then
Jibreel came dgamn at Asrtime and said. *Stand up and pray Asr.
Then he praved Asrwhen the shadow of ey ervthing was twice its
IL‘H;_'_Ih ------------
“Then Jibreel said. (after praving 10 prayvers with Prophet
Muhammad 3= ‘The time of prayer is in between thesc
WO times. ™

Ahmad. Nisai. Tirmizi and Bukhari remarked that this is the
most authentic hadith giving the times of praver.

—_—

15
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W e find that many beoks on cilat state the ending time ol the ‘
Zuhr prayer and the starting ame of the Asr prayer when the
Hadow of something is TWice tself especially the books which i

are written by the followers ol the FHanatt school of thought.

—_

But this contradicts the above hadith as on the first day Iibreel
asked Prophet AMuhammad (35 ) Lo prd) Asr when the

B e s —

Ghadow of evervihing was cqual toatselt This means that was
the end time ol Zuhr prayer And we already know that all the

alamas of the Mushm 1 ‘mmah agree unanimously that no prayer ‘
can be offered betore ats imc I
Imam Abu Hanila (Rahmatullah Alar) s reported to have |
changed has oprmion hetore he passed away. and prayed his Asr ‘
prayer according 1o the tme stated i this hadith. His two stu- |
dents. Imam Abu Yusul and ITmam Muhammad. used to give i
Eutwas for the time of Ast prayel according to this hadith, too. |
(Futawa Azeeziah, Fatawa Rasheediah) !

ASR PRAYER \
l:

[he time for Asr. or the late alternoon prayer. starts when the :‘
hadow of something is cqual toatselt 1nd ends just before sun- ‘i'

sCl

[t is better to offer the Asr praver before the sun becomes yel-
low . because even thoughitis Alowed to offer the prayer at this
time the Prophet € %5 ) disliked Mushms to delay Asrprayer
up to this tme He remarked that the Munahg (Hyprocrite)
offered his prayer at this time

MAGHRIB PRAYER

| he time tor Maghrib.or the sunscet prayer, starts just after sun-

et and ends when twilight has disappeared.

ISHA PRAYER
Mhe time for isha, or the night prayver. otarts from the disappear-
ance of twilight and ends just hetore midnight

[t 1s preferable 1o offer this prayer betore midnight but 1t can
he oftfered night up to the hreak of dawn

1 b
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Note: — In countries where due to cloudy weather the sun is no
always visible it is advisable to follow printed calendars giving the
accurate time of each prayer.

FORBIDDEN TIMES OF PRAYER

Ugbah bin Amir said, “There were three times at which Allah's
messenger (¥ ) used to forbid us to pray or bury our dead

(1)"When the sun began to rise until it was fully up.
(1)"When the sun was at its height at midday till it passed the
meridian.

(1mYWhen the sun drew near to setting ull it had set.”
(MUSLIM)

FORBIDDEN TIMES FOR NAFL PRAYER

(1)

Abu Sa'eed a' Khudree (R.A.) reported Allah's Messenger
(% ) assaying, “No prayer is to be offered after the Fajr
prayer until the sun nises. or after the Asr praver until the sun
sets.

(Bukhari & Muslim)
Only nafl praver is forbidden at these times but a missed fard
prayer can be offered. Most of the ulamas of the Muslim
Ummabh allowed the offering of missed fard prayer after Fajr
and Asr because of the tollowing hadith:
Prophet Muhammad ( 3% ) said. “Who has torgotten
the prayer he should pray it whenever he remembers it
(Bukhari & Muslhim)

A nafl prayer cannot be offered once the [qgamat for fard
prayer has been said. Abu Hurairah (R.A.) narrated that the
Messenger of Allah ( # ) said. “When the [gamat has
been said, then. there is no prayer vahid (Natl or sannat)
except the fard prayer for which the Iqamat was said. ™
(Ahmad & Mushm)

17
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[t is seen in practice that many people continue with the
sunnat prayer even though the Iqamat has been said for the
fard prayer especially in the Fajr prayer. They feel that the 2
rakats sunnat of Fajrcan only be offered before the fard. This
practice 18 against congregation Philosophy, disciphine of
Jama at. and a clear violation of Hadith. They should offer 2
rakats sunnat of Fajr immediately after the fard or atter sun-
rise. Both ways arc quthentic and proved from the Prophet
( 3 )

Abu Hurairah (R.A.) narrated that the Messenger ot
Allah (3% ) said that anyonc who did not offer 2 rakats
sunnat of the Fajr prayer antil the sunrise, he should ofter
them after sunrisc.

(Bathaqt).

[f a person Mmisses > rakats sunnat of the Fa)r prayer
because the Jama'at has already started (for the Fajr prayer),
he should join the Jama'at and offer 2 rakats sunnat of the
Fagr mmediately after the fard of the Fajr.

Oais bin Umar (R.A.) narrated that he went to pray Fa)r
(in the mosque) and found the Prophet ( 3 ) praying fard
of Fajr. he (Qais bin Umar) did not otter ) rakats sunnat of
Fajr. but joined the fard prayer with the Prophet ( 2= ).
After finishing the fard praycr of the Fajr he stood up and
offered 2 rakat sunnat of the Fajr (which he had missed).

Then the Prophet ( #5 ) came actoss to him and said.
~What kind of prayer was this?

Oais bin Umar {R.A) told him everything. 50 the Prophet
( # ) keptsilent and didn’t say anything.

(Ahmad, Ibn Khuzaimah. Ibn Hibban, Abu Dawud, 1bn
Majah, Tirmizi).

All the Mushm ulamas, Fughas. and Muhadditheen agree
with the principle thal whenever Prophet Muhammad
( # ) keeps quiet about a matter of .n action done in his
presence, then it 1s approved.

18
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2. PLACE FOR SALAT

A place or a building which is used for the purpose ot worship
and prayer is called a masjid (Mosque).

A hadith narrated by Abu Hurairah (R.A) tells us that the Mes.-
senger of Allah ( 2% ) said. = all the carth has been
rendered for the Muslims. 2 mosque (pure and clean), and I am
sent to all the universe as a Prophet and the chain of Prophethood
has been completed by me (that is. Prophet Muhammad (35
Is the last of the Prophets).™

(Mushm)

This means that wherever 3 Muslim might be he can offer his
prayer, but the reward of a prayer offered in a mosque is tar greater
than that offered in an ordinary place. The tollowing points should
be noted when choosing a place of prayer.

(@) The place should be clean and pure. Salatinadirty tilthy and
impure place such as a rubbish tip, slaughter house. bathing
place and a camel pen is forbidden.

( Tirmizi. Ibn Majah, Abd bin Humaid.)

(b)  The place should be free from danger. The danger could be
because of someone or something which may disturb the
worshipper.

(¢) A prayer place where the worshipper might hinder
movement of others should be avoided . €.g. busy pavements.
public roadways, etc.

(d) Itis forbidden to pray on the roof of Baitullah (Ka'bah).
(Ibn Majah, Abd bin Humaid.)

Itis forbidden to pray on top of or facing towards a grave.
(Ahmad, Muslim)

19
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3. DRESS FOR SALAT

MEN

(1)  The dresstor the men should be <uch that it covers them from
the navel to the knees, at least.

(i1)  The shoulders should not be left uncovered.

(iii) Salat can be prayedinone garment, if itcovers the body from
the navel to the knees as well as the shoulders.

“None of you must pray in a single garment of which no part

comes over the shoulder .
(Bukhari & Mushm)

WOMEN

The dress of the woman <hould be such that it covers her whole
bodv from head to toot leaving only the tace and the hands unco-
vered. A prayer offered in transparent clothing 1s not valid. Also
tght fitting clothing which shows the shape of the body should be

;Hnldl..‘d_
4. TYPES OF SALAT

) Fard or obligatory Salat.

Fard prayerisan obligatory prayer. Every believer is ordered

by Allah to ofter five obligatory prayers in d day. Failure to
observe any one of the five obligatory prayers is a serious and
punishable sin.

The Nafl Prayer can be divided into three categories.

) Sunnat Mu’akkadah (compulsory)
These are those which are emphasized by the Holy Prophet
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(¥ ) and ottered regularly by him betore
1

or atter the
tard praver
| ,

) Gharr Mu'akkadah (optional)

lhese are offered only occastonally by Prophet Muhamm.d
A | == )
s

) Natl Praver (Extra)

Ihis is an extra praver. Thereis a reward for praving it and no
sinctor leaving it It can be offered at any solated instance
according to the ume and capacity ot the behiever. Prophed
Muhammad ( 3= ) cneouraged the believers o Pray nadl
to help make up for anv minor omissions or other defects in
the obligatory praver.

¥

- NUMBER OF RAKATS FOR THE

FIVE
OBLIGATORY PRAYERS

i) Fajr Praver

2 rakats sunnat Mu'akkadah > rakats fard.

i) Zuhr Praver

2 or 4 rakats sunnat Mu'akkadah. 4 rak
nat Muakkadah and an unspe

and capacity allows

ats tard. 2 rakats sun-
citicd number of naftl as time

[bn Umar (R.A) said. ] praved alone with Allah's Mes-
senger (&

) 2 rakats before and 2

rakats atter the Zuhr
prayer.”
(BUKHARI & M1 ISLIM)
| [t1s & familiar practice to offer 4 rakats sunnat betore Zuhr
i prayer, but this hadith proves that 2 rakats sunnat before the
| : Zuhr praver is also allowed.
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i) Asr Prayer

Y or 4 rakats sunnat ghair Mu'akkadah, 4 rakats fard. Al
(R A.) said. “Allah’s Messenger (3% ) used to pray 4
rakats before Asr prayer separating them with a saluta-
10

(TIRMIZI)

Another hadith narrated by Ah (R.A ) states, “Allah’s Mes-
senger (3% ) used to pray two rakats before Asr prayer.”

(ABU DAWUD)
iv) Maghrib Prayer

d rakats nafl. 3 rakats fard, 2 rakats sunnat Mu'akkadah and
an unspecified number of natl as ime and capacity allows.

Abdullah bin Mughattal reported the Prophet (3= ) as
saving, “Pray before the Maghrib prayer.” adding when say-
ing it the third time, “This applies to those who wish to do

S0)

(Bukhan & Muslim)

his was because he did not wish people to treatitas a compulsory
sunnat.

Yy rakats nafl after sunset and before the Maghrib prayer are
Alowed for those who wish to pray them. For this the above hadith
s a sure proof. However, some people forbid this and others find
it very strange 1if they sec a person offer 2 rakats nafl betore
Maghrib

V) Isha Prayer

An unspecified number of nafl rakats according to the time
and capacity, 4 rakats fard. ) rakats sunnat Mu'akkadah.
unspecified number of natl as time and capacity allows and 3
WILT.

Some people insist very emphatically upon the offering of 4

@5 2 QLU
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i o

rakats optional sunnat betore the Isha praver but during
our entire research we could not find a single proot ., any Pric-
tice or order from Prophet Muhammad (- 3= ) or his com
panions to justify this claim. Certainly it s allowed to Pray
nafl while waiting for Jamaar.

Abdullah bin Mughsil (R.A) reported that indeed Prophet
Muhammad (3= ) said that between oy ery 2 azans there
Is nafl prayer, between every 2 azans there is nafl prayer
adding tor the third time for him who wishes to pray

(Ahmad., Tirmizi. Nisan)

Abdullah bin Zubair (R A ) also narrated that the Prophct
(3= ) said that there is not any obligatory praver unless
there are 2 rakat nafl praver before it.

(Ibn Hibban)

Note: These ahadith prove that 2 rakats of optional or nafl
prayer can be offered ;iL'cnrdin;_: to the time and capacity of
person before every fard prayer including maghnb and Isha
prayer. and between every azan and Iqamat.

Some people offer 2 rakats nafl after the witr prayer. How-
ever. there is an authentic hadith which states that the witr
prayer should be oftered after all the nafl which person
wishes to pray have been offered

[bn Umar (R A ) reported that the Messenger ot Allah
(2 ) said, "Make witr as the last prayer of vour night
prayer.

(MISHKAT)
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Chapter 3 |

AZAN —— IQAMAT

b o— o p—

As you know. in all Muslim countries. Azan 1s called aloud tive ,
times a day and you must have heardit. Have you ever wondered ‘
how it started”

STORY OF AZAN

|

|

A long time ago when the Mushms migrated from Makkah to }
Madinah they used to agree about a fixed time for the congrega- |
tional prayer. They found it difficultto remember the time fixed tor [f
the prayer sometimes, especially when they were busy doing their 1\1
work. One day Prophet Muhammad (- =) and the Mushms i

discussed the matter of calling the people for the congregational
prayer at the exact ime. Some of the believers suggested the use of
something like the bell of the Christians. others suggested the use |
of 4 horn like that of the Jews, but Umar ( R.A.)suggested sending

comeone to announce the prayer. Then Allah's Messenger

(3= )appointed Bilal to call the people to prayer. Butitseems

through the study of ahadith that the method was not satisfactory. .
Then Prophet Muhammad (3 ) agreed to use a Nagoose (a 5‘
conch). something like the bell of the Christians but he was not happy |
(o use it because of its similarity with the Chrnistians. II

e, ——

After Prophet Muhammad (3= ) had ordered a bell to be [
made so that it could be struck to gather the people to prayer: on *
that same day a companion. Abdullah bin Zaid bin Abd Rabbihi.
said. =1 was sleeping when I saw a man carrying a naqoose in his “
hands. and I said, *Servant of Allah, will you sell this to me?” When |
he asked what T would do with it? 1 replied. that we would usc 1t to I
call the people to prayer. He said. ‘Shall I not guide you to some-
thing better than that?" 1 replied. ‘Certainly, so he told me tosay.
‘Allahu Akbar. Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar,
Ash hadu al 14 ilaha illal 1ah, ash hadu al lailaha illal lah, Ash hadu
+n-na Muhammadar rasulul-lah, Ash hadu an-na Muhammadar
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rasulul-.lah, havya “alas saldh, hayya “alas salah. havya “alal talih.
hayya “alal-falah. Allihu Akbar. Allihu Akbar. L ailiha illal 11k

“Atter the Azan the stranger kept quiet for a while and then sand,
"When the congregation is ready you should say:- Allahu AKbur.
Allahu Akbar, Ash hadu al 1a ilaha illal 1ah. Ash hadu an. an
Muhammadar rasalul-1ih. hayva "alas salih. havyva “alal falih, qad
qama tis salah, qad qama tis salah . Allihu Akbar. Allihu Akbuar,
la1laha illal 1ah -

“When [ told Allah’s Messenger (2 ) in the morning what |
had seen, he said. *1t 1s a true vision, insha-Allah . so get up along
with Bilal. and when vou have taught him wh. you have seen et
him use it in making the call to praver, for he has a stronger voice
than you have.™

“So I gotup along with Bilul and began to teach it to him. and he
used 1t in making the call to praver

“Umar bin al-Khuattab heard this when he was in his house, and
he came out trailing his cloak and said. ‘Messenger of Allah
(% ), by Him who has sent you with the truth. I have seen the
same kind of thing as has been revealed " To this Allah' Messenger
( #  )rephed, ‘Praise be to Allah'"™

(Darmi. Ahmad. Ibn Majah. Ibn. Khuzaimuh Tirmmzi)

So from that day on to the present day Azanis said to gather the

people for the congregational prayer

THE MUAZZIN

A person who calls people for the congregational prayeris called a
Muazzin. Before saying the Azan he should stand facing Ka'bah in
Makkah. He should raise his hands to his cars putting the tips of
torefingers into his ears and call in a loud voice. When he Says
Hayya alas Salah he should turn his face to the right and when he
says Hayya "alal Falah he should turn his face to the left.
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TEXT OF THE AZAN

Allahu Akbar - IR
Allah 1s the greatest :
Allahu Akbar P gy bd

: ")
Allah 1s the greatest '
Allahu Akbar K ’ 7 ;’m’i
Allah 1s the greatest : .
Allahu Akbar A ST &)
Allah 1s the greatest N e
Ash hadu al la ilaha illal lah » 20\ \b}} al\, B VEA
[ bear witness that there 1s no deity but A}IHE .
Ash hadu al la ilaha illal lah :":115\\?1 blﬂ &j{ - a"':. 'f

[ bear witness that there is no deity but Allah i

2 : \ o B2 Bt DGR T LA
Ash hadu an-an Muhammadar rasalul lah » 25\ J)m)‘,w.;-cn .3\ Wl
[ bear witness that Muhammad ( 35 ) isthé_meas.enger of Allah.
Ash hadu an-an Muhammadar rasulul lah ’@\Uﬁjﬁm ;’\’ (L 1
| bear witness that Muhammad ( 3% ) is the messenger of |
Allah.
Hay: . 'alas salah b E:,);,é,\\ p}
Come to Prayer B B
Hayva alas salah ‘a:ﬁj‘\.:h)’lg}‘:?
Come to Prayer

Havyyn ‘alal falah y & Va3 —"’; - ié'

Come to your Good s s, B T
Havya ‘alal falah bt:u‘k;";:;
Come to your Good PRT T
Allahu Akbar Y w\%\
Allah 1s the greatest .
Allahu Akbar b 4 S VA
Allah is the greatest S . x
[ .ailaha tllal lah ‘E}’aﬁ\ﬁflﬁf‘s

There is no deity but Allah

AZAN FOR FAJR

An additional phrase is included in the Azan for the Fajr prayer
after the second Hayya "alal Falah.
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: Assalatt Khavrum minan nawmn - Praver s better than sleep
|| j | I

Assalatu khayrum minan nawm - Prayer s better than sleep

LISTENING TO THE AZAN

1) When the believers hear the Azan they should histen to it in
silence and repeat  each phrase ot the Azan in

silence
immediately after the Muazzin has finished

saving the phrase

2) When the Muazzin savs:- Hayva "al

- the histener should say in repl
Bil-1ah.

assalah and H: ivyva alal talah

- Lahawla wal; quwwata 11l

. - o 5 |

CMLB]'nB—'J‘Z_)JQ'-'-)’

3) When the Azan has been completed.

Muazzin recite Darud unto Prophet
tollowed by Du’a.

the lListener and th
Muhammad ( 3= )

DARUD AFTER THE AZAN

_Q_p-k_..-b___;r""
MLHJS—{JLM—{@ g**gif;m}za_y:

“Allah humma sal-li "ala Muhammadin wa alg alt Muhammoadin
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lama sal-layta ‘ala  Thraheema wa ‘ala alt Ibraheema mnaka

hamecedom majeed.

1ce come upon Muhammad | 3= )asyou

~Oh Allah, letyour pe
Ibrahim (A.S.) and his L imily. Truly youare

have sent peace upon
praiseworthy and glorious.

“Allah hummaua hartk ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali Muchammadin
Lama barakia ‘ala  Ihraheema wd ‘ula ali Ibraheema innaka

hameedum majeed.

) and the family of Muham-

~Oh. Allah. bless Muhammad ( >5
A.S.) and his famuly.

s ) as you have blessed lhmhlm l

mad (
yOu are praise worthy and glonous.

[ruly

DU'A OF AZAN

:F“-*-—"
; § 5 fﬁ“"." ?.-“.... |
JeA>r o\lak MBM‘)W& wa.-ﬁ
e BN o

- Allah hwmma rabba

Flazi h.‘ﬂ’ t.":JIH'H [

[ mall was sald

tl Qa imatr att
Muhammada nil waseelatd
wal Fadeelata wab "ath-hu
maqganan mahmuda nil
lazee wa ad tahu.

~Oh Allah! Lord of this complete prayer of ours. By the blessing

of 1t. give Muhamm d( 2% ) his cternal rights of 1Interces-
on and highest class (1n pnmdm I »\mi raise him to

have promised him.

ah's Messenger (
‘Oh God. Lord ot this

sion. distincti
the promised rank you

Jabir (R.A.) reported All
1t anyone says when he hears the Azan.

£ )assaying.
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|
| perfect call and of the praver which is established tor all time
| r .

| grant Muhammad (1 = ) the Wastla and excelleney . and
{ raise him up in a prlmumrh\ posttion which you have prom-
ised.” he will be assured of my intercession ™
i (Bukhirn)
g

~ IQAMAT

[qamat 1s the second call to pr: wver and s uttered immediately
betore the beginning of the obhgatory praver oftered with con

gregation.

TEXT OF IQAMAT
eal ! e Wl

g :-"'l"_r-‘."f"-#
Canl¥ladly u‘x.f—w‘

'I'l' ¢ 1
L'HAU'J_?“;J M\_} v\..,g—--
0TI 3270 sahi) 3= 5
. . PR B, - : :'.-“
ﬁm@_}%ﬁnﬂgb,,i..:ﬁ T o) | el

O Ay E‘d\; YOS ) 58 %
Allahu Akbar
Allah is the greatest
Allahu Akbar
Allahis the greatest
Ash hadu an la ilaha illal lah
[ bear witness that there is no deity but Allah.
Ash hadu anwa Muhammadar rasalul lih
| bear witness that Muhammad( 3= )is the messenger of - Allah,
Hayva ‘alas Salah
Come to Prayer.
Hayya ‘alal falah
Come to your good.
Qad gamauns salah
Jamaat is ready.
Qad gamatis salah
Jama'at is ready:.
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Allah Akbar l
Allah 1s the Greatest

Allah Akbar

Allah s the (sreatest.
[.atlaha tllal lah

[here is no deity but Allah.

i —— — . _ -

 ———— —

!
)
This text of Igamat is the same as that mentioned in the hadith l
of Abdullah bin Zaid bin Abd Rabbihi who was the first to have l
the viston about Azan.
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Chapter 4

CONDUCT OF SALAT (PRAYER)
SUTRA

Before a person starts to pray he should place something ashort
distance in front of him of the place where he prostrates (does Naj-
dah). Such an object is called SUTRA and i used when the person
IS praying alone. A person passing in front of the person in praver.
should pass on the outside of the sutri.

It someone is pray Ing in congregation. then the imam acts as the
sutra. The imam. however. must have his own individual sutra in
front of him.

QIBILAH

Wherever a person is in the world. he should tace towards the
Ka'bah when he is going to pray. The Ka'bah is in the sacred MOos-
que of Makkah in Saudi Arabia. Facing towards Qiblah ( Ka'bah)is
d very impc rtant condition of performance of prayer. However. it
the person is in 4 place such as a desert. jungle, unknown strange
city or a place where he does not know the direction of the Qiblah.
he should try his best to find out the direction of Qiblah from
others. However, if it is not possible then he should use his judge-
ment and face in a direction which he thinks is that of Qiblah and
Allah will accept his prayer.

[tis important for 4 PErson to start the prayer tacing the direction
of Qiblah and it does not matter if his direction changes while he is
praying, e.g. in g ship, a train or an acroplane. etc.

NOTE: Nowadays. a compass is available which gives the direction
ot Qiblah. In strange places and acroplanes it is a usefuyl Instrument
L0 possess.

31

Martat.com



INTENTION

After facing the Oiblah the person should make niyat (inten-
don). The intention 1s made within his mind. so the person should
think about the particular obligatory. optional or nafl prayer he
ntends to pertorm. He chould not utter the words of niyat aloud.
1« this is not authentic or upmm'ud by the Prophet (3% ).

TAKBEER TAHRIMAH

After making nivat the person <hould start his prayer saying
~Allahu akbar™ (Allah is the greatest) raising both of his hands 1o
the shoulders. with fingers «tretehing to the carlobes. He should
then fold his hands over his chest right hand over the left hand. This
first * Allahu Akbar™is called [1kbeer Tahrimah because aftersay-
ing Takbeer every common and worldly action, talk or movement
 forbidden. Throughout the prayer the eyes of the worshipper
should point to the spot where the forchead rests in Sajdah.

WHERE SHOULD THE HANDS BE FOLDED AND
PLACED AFTER SAYING TAKBEER TAHRIMAH?

Some people place their hands under the navel. others place
them under the chest but there are hadiths which state that Prophet
Muhammad (3 ) used to place his hands over his chest.

1) Halb Ataee (R.A. yreported: "1 saw the Prophet( 3= ) plac-
ing his right hand over his left hand over his chest.”

(Ahmad, Tirmizi).

b) Wail b. Hajr (R.AL) said: ~] prayed with Prophet Muhammad

( 3 ) and he put his right hand over his left hand over his

chest.” (Ibn Khuzaimah. Abu Dawuad. Muslim).

There are some other narrations which state that some Fuqha
used to place therr hands under the chest but above the navel.
Placing the handsin cither of these positions is correct but it is bet-
ter to place them over the chest according to the practice of
Prophet M ahammad ( *% ) as mentioned in the above authen-
tic hadiths.
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RECITATION BEFORE FATIHAH

— —_— i — —

There are ccveral duas which Prophet Muhammad ( =5
used to recite before Fatihah. We will mention two of them

o ' . " - . e 7 ) i B e B = _: 5 o I_.-'
o oas b= A5 % Ay NI
& :.-CSLE - :’?:5_‘:! - P -IHO:T-J__}' ,1_;}; e &2

O:“;)ifi;mic.\f:\“:{’ ’p*"":: j?}” :_‘: - \ _-:..-H;
(366 0 57015 3015, L0 L

"Allah humma ba'id baynee wa bayna khatayaya Kama ba'adr.

|
baynal mashrigi wal maghribi, Allgh humma naq-ginee min

Khatayaya kama yunaq-gath thawbul abyadu minad danasi. Allah
hum maghsilnee min K hatayaya bil maee wath thalji wal bardi "

"O Allah set me apart rrom my sins as East and West are
from each other.

"0 Allah, cleanse me ot my sins as a white garment is cleansed
from dirt after thorough washing.

apart

“O Allah, wash my sins away with water, snow and hail.” ~
(Bukhari and Muslim).

If a person does not know the du’ajust mentioned then he snould

recite the following one. Umar (R.A.)isreported to have used this
du’a after saying Takbeer Tahrimah.

5 {.-' o & . e T o ; . 9

k-‘" Fa2r ) ’

o TAE WA | V-

| “Subhana Kallah humma wabi hamdika watabdra kasmuka wata
ala jad-duka wala ilaha gha yruk.”

“Glory be to you, O Allah, and all
blessed is your name and hi
of worship but you.”

praises are due unto you, and
gh is your majesty and none is worthy
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A person can read both duas, together or just one of them or any
of the other du’as which are approvea by Prophet Muhammad
( # )and,there are about 7. These du’as can be found in diffe-
rent places of several Books of Hadith, e.g. Muslim, Tirmizi, Mus-
nad-e-Imam Ahmad, Abu Dawud, Darqutni, Nisai, Ibn Majah,
Ibn Hibban, Muatta Imam Malik).

All of the 7 du'as can be read together before reciting surah
Fatihah.

This recitation is called Du’a-ul-Istiftah which means Du’a of
starting. Du’@-ul-Istiftah should only be recited in the first rakat.

TA’AWWUZ

Then the person who is praying should say:-

-
L
-

v B e o g
E;ﬂr—.i'-:j“‘cg,h-*-d*’?ﬁ”  59e

“ A'fizu bil-lahi minash Shayta nir-rajeem. "

“1 seek Allah’s protection from satan who is accursed.”
This should only be said in the first rakat.

TASMIAH

Then the person who is praying should say:

Pl g bl
“ Bismillah hir-rahma nir-raheem.”

“In the name of Allah, the most kind and the most merciful.”

This should be said in every rakat before reciting surah Fatihah.

SURAH FATIHAH

Then the person praying should recite surah Fatihah.

- 1;“: 3*,'!"_,,,_,;}_,___’,..-—'
ol é_);?ylw)\ov};lu‘:ﬂ A, X!
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“Alhamdu lil-lahi rab-bil 'alameen.
Ar rahma nir-raheem.

Maliki yawmid - deen

lyyaka na’budu wa

iyyaka nasta'een.

thdinag siratal mustageem.

Stratal lazeena an’amita 'alayhim.
Ghayril maghdubi

alayhim walad dal-leen, Ameen.”

“Praise is only for Allah. Lord

of the Universe.

The most kind, the most merciful.

The master of the Day of Judgement.
You alone we worship and to you alone
we pray for help.

Show us the straight way,

the way of those whom you have blessed.
Who have not deserved your anger,

Nor gone astray.™

Reciting Fatihah is so Important that Prophet Muhammad
== said that no prayer was acceptable without the recita-

tion of Fatihah.
4¢) Ubadah bin Samit (R.A.) reported Allah’s Messenger
(% ) as saying: “There is no prayer acceptable without
reciting Surah Fatihah.” (Bukhari Muslim, Ahmad, Abu
Dawud, Tirmizi, Nisai, Ibn Majah).
b) Abu Hurairah (R.A.) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(" # )wassayingthat anyone who prayed any kind of prayer
and did not read in that Ummul Quran, and in one version
Fatihah-tul-l(itab, his prayer will be deficient, will be deficient,
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will be deficient, and not complete. (Bukhari, Muslim, Ahmad).
c) Abu Hurairah (R.A.) reported Allah’s Messenger ( # ) as

saying: “No prayer will benefit a person who did not read in that,

surah Fatih.i.” (Ibn Khuzaimah, Ibn Hibban, Ahmad).

In the light of the above hadiths we understand that Surah
Eatihah must be recited or read in every rakat of any type of prayer.

RECITATION OF SURAH FATIHAH BEHIND AN
IMAM.

Some peopie are very confused whether they should or should
not read Surah Fatihah while praying in congregation. But there
<hould not be any confusion in this matter as the following hadith
very clearly answers the question.

a) Ubadah bin Samit (R.A.) said: “We were behind the Propher
( # ) in the Fajr prayer, and he recited a passage from the
Quran, but the recitation became difficult for him. Then when
he finished he said, ‘Do you recite behind your Imam?” We
replied,  Yes,Messenger of Allah ( 2% ) .'Then the Mes-
senger of Allah ( 3% ) <aid: ‘Do not recite anything (behind
the Imam) except Fatihah-tul-Kitab (Surah Fatihah) because he
who does not include it in his recitation in prayer his prayer 1S not
valid.”” (Abu Dawud, Tirmizi).

b) Abu Hurairah (R.A.) reported that the Messenger of Allah
( B ) said: “If anyone observes praycr (salat) 1n which he
does not read Ummul Quran (Fatihah), it 1s deficient, it is defi-
cient, it is deficient, and not complete.” It was said to Abu
Hurairah: “What should we do when we are behind an Imam?”
He, (Abu Hurairah; (R.A.) replied, “Read it in silence.....”
(Muslim).

AMEEN:

It is sunnah to say, Ameen, when a person finishes recitation of
Surah Fatihah. If he is praying alone he should say “Ameen” in
silence and if he is praying with congregation behind an Imam then
he should say Ameen fairly loudly when the Imam finishes saying
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the last verse of Surah Fatihah. When saying Ameen the voice of

the whole congregation should resound at the Sdme time.

There are many hadiths which prove that saying Ameen aloud iy
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (3=  )and it was the regular prac-
tice of the companions. We will mention a few of these hadiths
here.

a) Naeem al Mujammar said: *] prayed behind Abu Hurairah
(R.A.). He recited Bismillah hir-rahma nir-raheem. then he
recited surah Fatihah, and when he reached walad dal-leen, he
said, "Ameen’ after it. and the people behind him said

(Bukhari)
b) Abu Hurairah (R.A ) reported that the Messenger of Allah

( % ) said: “"When the Imam says Ghayril Maghdub,
‘alayhim walad dal-leen. all of you should say,"Ameen’ because
the Angels say Ameen and the Imam says Ameen. And
whosoever says Ameen and his voice blends with that of the
angels he would be forgiven his sins ™ (Ahmad, Abu Dawud.
Nisai).
¢) Aisha (R.A.) reported that the Mt:a:-;t:ngur ot Allah ( 5 )
said: “Jews are more envious of Muslims in two things, (a) our
grecting semeone with Assalamu alaykum and (b) saying
Ameen (aloud) behind the Imam.” (Ahmad. Ibn Majah).
d) Ata said: I found 200 of the companions praying in the mosque
of the Prophet ( 3% )and when the Imam said ‘walad dalleen’
[ heard the echo of their voices resound with Ameen. "

RECITATION AFTER SURAH FATIHAH

[t is sunnah for a person who is praying that he should read
surah from the Quran after Fatihah in the first two rakats of the

tard prayer. He can recite one or more surahs. Here are a few short
Surahs which you can recite.

: a) Surah Ikhlas
| PO | I | 43) o
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“Qul huwal lahu ahad.

Allah hus-samad.

[.am valid walam yulad.

Walam yakul-lahu Ku fuwan ahad.”

“Say: He i1s Allah, the only onc.
Allah helps and does not nced help.
He does not produce a child, and He

Was not born of anyone.
There is no one equal to Him."

b) Surah Falag.
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“Qul A'uzubi rab-bil falaq.

Min shar-rima Khalaq.

Wa min shar-ri ghasigin 1za waqab.
Wa min shar-rin naf-fathati fil 'uqad.
Wa min shar-ri hasidin 1 za hasad.”

“Say: | seek refuge in the Lord of the dawn,

from the evil of all that He has created,
nd from the evil of the darkness of night when it falls,
and from the evil of those (charmers) who blow into knots.

And from the evil of the envier when he envies.’
38
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¢) Surah Nas.
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| “Qul A'uzubi rab-bin nas
| Madikin nas. Ila hin-nas.

Min shar-ril waswa sil khan-nas.

Allazi yuwaswisu fee sudi rin-nas.

Minal jin-nati wan-nas. "

“Say: I seek refuge in the Sustainer of Mankind.
the Owner of Mankind, Lord of Mankind.

From the evil of the sneaking whisperer.

Who whispers in the hearts of mankind.
(Whether he be) from among jinns or mankind .~

RUKU — BOWING

T'hen the person praying should say " Allahu Akbar; raising both
his hands to shoulder level with the palms facing outwards and fin-
gers stretching  to earlobes.He should then bend in ruku so that his
trunk (i.e. from head to hips) is perpendicular to the rest of the
body. His hands should rest on his knees with the tingers spread
apart, taking care that his arms do not touch his body. The person
should be calm and composed in the ruku position and not hurry it.
Then he should read: “Subhina rabbi yal azeem™ at least three

| times.

i ’ g et . - -~ o ¥

| O o B 13 5 S 2 (1)
b | Subhana Rabbi val Azim

' This means:

“Glory be to my Lord who is the very greatest.”
He canreadit (3.5.7.9.11. etc. ) times.
There are some other du’as which can be read with subhana rab-
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bi val azeem or instead of subhana rab-bi val azeem.
them are mentioned below:-

Other Du’as in Ruku:

Aisha (R.A.) reported that the messenger of Allah (1 35
mostly read the following du’a in his ruku and sajdah.

[wo of

)

» "",J L > oo %
x;: _."5”3\; -ﬂ—-‘:H-'U JN—-‘:"'-'_? ,,_...J_,ﬂ:'ﬂr—‘U —-)\_-Lx’.\-—« (v)

“Subhana Kalla humma rab-bana wabthamdika
Allah hum maghfirlee.”

This means:

“Glory be to you, oh our Lord, and all praise
be to you. Oh Allah, forgive me.” (Bukhan, Muslim).

Al (R.A.) reported that the Messenger of Allah used to read

the following Du’a in Ruku:

Jﬁw\wlwl_)s:;m_:uh—laf:#—f M‘(FJ

e 5000525 l;-‘_b—E}; f;-u‘ 55 M.J’EEWM
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“Allah humma laka Raka'tu,
wabtka amantu,

walaka aslamtu,

anta rab-bi khashi'a sam ee
Wabasaree wa mukh-khee wa azmee
wa ‘asabee wa masta qal - lat

bithee qada may-ya lil-lahi.

rab-bil "alameen.”

“O my Lord, I bowed to you and I believed in you and [ sub-
mitted to you. You are my Lord. My ear, my sight, my brain, my
bones. my tendons and whatever has been carried by my feetis sub-

mitted for the Lord of the worlds.” (Ahmad, Muslim. Abu Dawud,

40
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There are other du'as which Prophet Muhammad ( 3% ) read
in Ruku and they can be found in other Books of Hadith.

Perfection of Ruku and Sajdah.

Abi Masud al Badri (R A ) reported that the Messenger of Allah
( ¥ )said:

“Allah does not consider the prayer ot a man who does not
straighten his back when bowing for Ruku and pertorming Saj-
dah.” (Ibn Khuzaimah. Ibn Hibban. Tabram).

Abi Qatadah (R.A)) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(% )said: “The worst thief is one who steals in his prayer.”

Then the companions asked. “How can someone steal from his
prayer?”

Prophet ( 32 ) answered. “He does not complete his Ruku
and Sajdah with perfection.™ Or he said, “He does not make his
back straight in Ruku and Sajdah.™ (Ahmad. Tabrani. Ibn
Khuzaimah, Hakim).

These hadiths prove that Ruku and Sajdah should be done
calmly, slowly and pertectly, otherwise salat of the person will be
deficient.

QAWMAH (STANDING AFTER RUKU)

After the perfect Ruku the person praving should raise his head
trom Ruku saying:-

M : -

D - - 3 - y - ” .

O x> '
“Sami ‘allah hu liman hamiduh”

“Verily Allah listens to one who praises Him.™ and *raise his
hands up to the level of hjs shoulders with palms facing outwards
and fingers stretched to the earlobes and then he should lower his
hands to his sides. In the standing position he should be erect so
that the joints of his body go back in place. While in this position he
sl;uuld recite one or all of the following du'as as many times as he
likes.

¥ See the footnote on next page
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DU’AS IN QAWMAH
» p 3 ~ ¥ -~ .
1) “Rab-bana lakal hamad.” O M"’E,UC;_@J
~O our Lord, all the praises be 10 you.

b) © Rab-bana lakal hamd, hamdan
Katheeran tayytban mubarakan fee.

- -

. "'.r o - :_-_f" #r _ £ 4 » s ,.f‘_:’
ST S SAGIAPOC IV VE S

~Oh our Lord. all praises be to you.
Very many, pure and blessed praises be to you.
c) Abi Sa‘ced al Khudree (ROAL) says that when the Messenger of
Allah (3 ) used tosay:
cSanu allah hu liman hamidah™ he would tollow 1t with:-
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EOOTNOTE —-------——--==-=--=--===="=====rsssssmmssneesmmm e

*Some people get very annoyed when they see someonc raising his
hands while going into Ruku and agaimn raising his hands while hifting his
head trom Ruku.

lhere are. however. authentic hadiths which prove that Prophet
Muhammad (3= ) used to raise his hands at the beginning of prayer.
before and after Ruku and when standing up for the third rakat. BEvery
single Book ot Hadith like Bukhari, Muslim, Muatta Imam Mahk. Abu
Dawuad. Tirmizi. Nisai, lon Majah, 1bn Khuzaimah. Hakim, Ahmad,
Shafice . Tabram, Bathaqi. etc. ¢tc mentions these hadiths. Nearly four
hundred companions also narrate this practice of Prophet Muhammad
( gz ). So.thereis not the slightest doubt that the raising of hands 1s
sunnat and a person who practises this sunnat gels d greater reward than
the person who does not practise it. However, cven though the action 1s
mentioned in the hadiths, all the ulamas agree that the prayer of a person
who does not raise his hands is acceptable. Therefore, Mushms should not
fight over thisissuc. If someone does not wish 1o raise his hands he should
not discourage others from doing so because it is not a major controversial
point.
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“Allah humma rab-bana lakal hamdu mil as
samawar wa mil al ardi wa mil ama

shita min shayin ba'du: ah lath-

thanaee wal majdi ahaq-qu ma galal

abdu Wa Kullu-na Laka'abd, Allah humma
la mani’a lima a'tavta wala mu'tiva lima
mana ta wala yanfa'u zal jad-di minkal jad."

“O Allah, our Lord, all praises be to vou. as much as they can fill
the heavens and earth and everything which you wunt to be filled
after that. You deserve to be praised and glorified. You deserve
more than what your servant has said and all of us are vour slaves
Nobody can prevent whatever you want to give and nobody can
give whatever you want to prevent and a person with high rank can-
not benefit himself or another from his high rank against your
will.™

(Mushm, Ahmad. Abu Dawud).

There are some other du'as which can be read in the Oawmah

position and these can be found in other Books of Hadith

FIRST SAJDAH (PROSTRATION).

After the perfect gawmah the person praving should move to
pertorm sajdah saying:-

“Allahu Akbar.” putting palms downwards on the ground below
the ears. The knees should be brought downwards on the ground.
His fingers and toes should be pointing towards Qiblah without
spreading the fingers of the hands. During prostration seven parts
of the body should touch the ground:

(1) the forehead along with the tip of the nose.
(11) both hands.
(1) both knees.

(1v) the bottom surface of the toes of both feet.
=% o , LT 3 y — 7 -y -~
[n this position he should say: A~ i TRl 2 oy

“Subhana Rabbi yal a’'la’
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He should say this at least 3times or 5. 7. 9. 11
“()  Allah. glory be to you. the most high.™

Fhere are some other duas which can be read in the sajdah
posthion

Cete. times.

OTHER DU'AS IN SAJDAH

| ) Al (R A ) said that the Massenger of Allah (
uscd to say while doing sajdah:-

35 J

u}agznzﬂw u_ﬂ*akdﬂkuﬂbﬁpﬁ__ﬂh41“LJJ._;;GH=,LA~h_Aﬁw,ﬁi::
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ﬁm“‘ thJlJuﬂtl‘_Fﬁ;—.iu hﬂ;ﬂhﬁjﬁJﬁg?}
“Allah homma laka sajadtu, wabtka amantu,
walaka asltamiu,
sajada warhuyva lil-lazee Khalaqahu
Wasaw-warahi fa ahsana suwarahd,
Washag-qa sam ahu wabasarahu
futabara kal-lahu ahsanul khaligeen

~()  Allah. tfor you I have prostrated. and in you | have faith.
and unto you I have submitted. my forehead has prostrated in
front ot one who created it and gave shape to it and made it per-

fectly. Then he gave power of hecaring and sight andblessed be
Allah’s name who is the Perfect C reator. [Munhm]

(i) Abu Hurairah (R.A.) said that the Messenger of Allah
(3= ) used tosay in his sajdah:-

-

,-'-"' ""

Wi -
.k(?‘——a) _3 s
Allah hum maghfirlee Zanbee kul-laha dig-qah

wa fil-lahi aw-walahuw wa akhirahu, wa
ala niv-vatahi wa sir-rahu.”
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O Allah. torgive all my sins, minor
ones and major ones.,
Ones | committed previously and
Ones I commut in the future.
Ones I commit openly
And ones I commit secretly
(Mushm. Abu Dawud. Hakim)

There are some other du'as which the Messenger of Alluh
( ¥ ) used to say in his Sajdah but these du’as are too long to
mention here. They can be found in authentic Books of Hadith like
Mushm. Ahmad. Nisai Abu Dawud. ete. It is not surprising that
Prophet Muhammad ( 3% ) stayed in Ruku and dajdah for long
intervals.

All of the authentically approved du’as can be said with sub-
hana Rabbi yal a'la or on their own or altogether according to-the
ime available and capacity of the person.

In the Sajdah position the worshipper is at his closest to Allah.
Hence, Sajdah should be performed calmly, and quietly, without
fidgeting. and the worshipper should try to read as many du’as as
he possibly can.

JALSAH (SITTING BETWEEN TWO SAJDAH)

After performing one sajdah perfectly and calmly, the person
prayl.ng should raise his head fromSajdah saying, “AllahuAkbar’.
bending the left foot and sitting on it while keeping the right foot
Propped up with 1ts toes pointing towards the Qiblah. the palms of
1S handﬁ should rest on his thighs and knees. The back should be
straight so that the joints go back in place. Itissunnat to say the fol-
lowing du’as while sitting in between the two sajdahs.

A!:’ah hum magkhfirlee warhamnee wahdinee
Wa ‘afinee warzugnee wajburnee war fa'nee.”
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“O Allah, forgive me, and have mercy on me, ‘
and keep me on the right path, )
and keep me healthy. .
and provide me  with halal sources ol living,
and complete my shortcomings.

and make my rank high.”

The worshipper can say this du'a once or as many times as he likes.

SECOND SAJDAH

Then the person should pertorm the second sajdah, saying,
« Allahu Akbar” and repeat what he did in the first sajdah.

JALSAH-E-ISTARAHAT (SITTING FOR REST)

Then he should raise his head up saying “Allahu Akbar”™ and sit
tor a short while as he did in jalsah. He does this before standing up
for the second rakat.

SECOND RAKAT

After standing up for the second rakat he should fold his hands
over his chest as he did in the first rakat and start his recitation by
reading “Bismilla..... and Surah Fatihah followed by any passage
or a chapter of the Holy Ouran.” Then he should complete his sec-
ond rakat in the manner of the first one.

While choosing a passage or a chapter for the recitation in the
second or a subsequent rakat the worshipper should observe the
order in which they occur in the Holy Quran. Also, each Surah or
verse should be shorter than the one recited before it. Hence,
longer surahs are recited before shorter surahs.
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TASHAHUD

After completing the last sajdah of the second rakat. the person
should raise his head saying: “Allahu Akbar™. He should sit as he
sat between the two sajdah, putting his left hand on his left knee
and nght hand on his right knee. The fist of the right hand is closed
fxcep[ for the index finger which is protruded. It is protruded so
that the nght thumb is brought to the second division of the index
finger. In this position the person should read:-
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“At-tahiy-yatu lil-lahi was-salawatu wat-tay yibatu.
As-salamu 'alayka ay-yuhan-nabiy-yu

wa rahma tullahi wa barakatuhii

As-salamu "alayna wa'ala 'ibadil-1g his-saltheen.”

"Ash hadu al g ilaha illal lahu
wa ash hadu an-na Muharmmadan
ab-duhi wa rasiluh

“All complin{ents, all physical prayer,
and all monetary worship are for Allah
Peace be upon you, O Prophet,

and Allah’s mercy and blessings.

Peace be on us and on all righteous
slaves of Allah.”

(Bukhari and Muslim)
“I bear witness that no one is worthy of
worship except Allah.
And I bear witness that Muhammad

(% )is His slave and Messenger.”
(Bukhari and Muslim)
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While reading “Ash hadu — “abduhu wa rasuluh.” a person 1
hould raise the index finger of his right hand shightly and return 1

|
(o 1ts previous position after he has finished saymng it L
'n
\
A person praying D rakats only should continue to the next stage l |
which is Salat Alan-Nabi (Darud). E ,
;

STANDING UP FOR THE THIRD RAKAT

[t & person is praying three or four rakats. then he should stand
up atter tashahud saying “Allahu Akbar” and raising his hands as
¢ did in Takbeer Tahrimah start his recitation with “Bismil-
b and then Surah Fatihah ™ In the third or fourth rakat of tard
yraver recitation of Fatihah s suthcient. There 1s no need to say
another Surah. But a person praying sunnat or natl prayer can read
1 surah after Fatihah. After recitation he should continue to com-
plete his third rakat (or fourth rakat it he is praying tour).

After the completion of last rakat he should sittor tashahud as
described above (as he sat atter praying 2 rakats).

After Tashahud he should read Salat Alan-Nabi (Darud: as
tollows: -

) < ” ": Aoy - . iV = R 2 ":"J"'f
&pww@é‘&ﬁ; M&‘MM/U‘

.--':.-"" P > -

- | B "':.f s : - 2 s’ 3 Y R v 2
AN ol b LD paa L L OV G s o

=1 F

# I ""llll

So07) BE ENHL el s T Iy g sea 35 )0

P 3 J:"Cp“ """"}i: -~ 2 1"_: T‘!v. -~
i M DX ) )T G2

“Allah hwmma sal-li “ala Muhammadin
wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin,

Kama sal-layta ‘ala Ibraheema

Wa'ala ali Ibraheemu

imnaka hameedum majeed.”

() Allah. send grace and honour on
Muhammad ( 3 ) and
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on the family and true followers ot Muh
| Just as you sent Grace and Honour on
| [brahim a3 ¢

and n [hr..‘ !ﬂ;tmih' and true tollow crs Of ”‘H';ihllll fl')LJ' AL
| z _ ) 24 g
Surely. you are praiseworthy, the Great.

ammad (3% B

“Allah humma barik "ala Muhammadin
wa ala ali Muhammadin,

Kama barakta 'ala Ibraheema

H'u'uh} :Hf H”ﬂht'{'”.’t!
innaka hameedum majeed.

"0 Allah. send vour blessing on Muhammad (32 )
and on the true followers of Muhammad (

s you sent blessings on Ibrahim a3l ads
and on his true followers.

Surely. vou are praiseworthy . the Great.™

¥ ). Just

DU'AS AFTER SALAT ALAN-NABI (DARUD)
There are quite a lot of du'is which Prophet (S.A W ) used to
say atter Darad and he taught them to the companmions. Here we

will mention a few of them
1) Abdullah bin Amr (R.A ) <
the Messenger of Allah.

In my praver.”

50 the Messenger of Allah (3%

“that Abu Bakr R.A.) said to

“Ticase teach me a du'a so | can say 1

) said,
“Say:-
-"-'uﬁ: P ;-"'"'"rl 3 - s _P - P y - g P
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“Allah humma Innee z

calamti nafsee
Zulman, katheeran, walg Yaghti ruz zunubq

illa anta faghfirlee maghfiratam min
indika, war hamnee innaka antal
ghafurur raheem. "
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“()  Allah. 1 have been very cruel to myself (by ignoring my
duty to you) and there is no one who can forgive the sins except
you. So forgive me because you are the only forgiver and have
mercy on me. Vernly, you arc the forgiver and merciful .

(Bukhar and Muslim)

1) Shadad bin Aus (R.AL) reported that the Prophet of Allah
(3= ) usedtosayinhisprayer:-
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“Allah humma innee as-alu kath thubata
fil amri, wal "‘azeemata ‘alar rushdi,

wa as-aluka shukra ni'matika,

wa husna 'thadatika, wa as-aluka

qalban saleeman, wa lisanan sadiqgan,
wa as-aluka min khayri ma

Ta'lamu. wa atuzubtka min

Shar-ri ma ta'lamu, wa as taghfiruka,
lima ta'lamu.”

O Allah. 1 ask you for strength in every matter of deen and a
strong willpower to be on the right path. And ask you to make

me thankful for your bounties and give me ability to worship you
perfectly. And I ask you to make my heart sincere and my ton-
gue truthful. I ask you for every goodness known to you and |
seek refuge in you from everything bad that you know is bad.

I ask your forgiveness for all mistakes you know."” (Nisai).
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(1) Aisha (R.A) reported that the Prophet (32 ) used to
say this du'a in his pravers:-
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“Allah humma innee A'tizubika min
azabil gabri, wa A'tizubika min
fitna tud daj-jali, wa A'tizubika
min fitna 1l mahya wal mamat
Allah humma innee A'tizubika minal
mathamt wal maghrami."

"0 Allah I seek refuge in you from the punishment of the
grave, and I seek refuge in you from the troubles of daj-jal
and I seek refuge in you from the difficulties and troubles
of the life and death. O Allah. I seek refuge in you from
every kind of sin and unexpected troubles. ™

(Bukhari and Muslhim)
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(IVYRab-bij alnee muqeemas salati wa min
zur-riy yatee rab-bana wata qab-bal
du'a, rab-ba naghfirlee waliwaliday-ya
wa lil mumineena yowma yaqumul hisab."
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() Lord. make me and my children keep up praycers.
Our Lord, accept our prayer,

Our Lord, forgive meand my parents

and all the Believers on the Day of Judgement.™

Although most people read Rab bijalnee after Darud: it s per-
mitted to recite any nice du'a. However, it should be known that
this du'a is not one of those du'as which Prophet (- 3 ) used to
ay after Darud. Itis preferable to read both Rab bij'alnee and the
du'is which are authentically proved from the Prophet (3= )
and those he taught to his companions. We have mentioned only
four but there are about twelve. However, they are too lengthy to
mention here.

ENDING THE PRAYER

After praying for himself as much as the person wishes he should
end his prayer saying:-

3 j}!""r..-"'p

;Hf",;,f f;"’"?
PPSESTRT NSV

* As-salamu 'alaykum wa rahmatul lah,”

“Peace be on you and the mercy of Allah. |
turning the face to the right and then to the left, both times over the
shoulder.

This brings the two. three or four rakats of the prayer to comple-
tron.

DU'AS AFTER SALUTATIONS

There are many du'as which Prophet Muhammad ( = )
used to say after salutation. So. a person praying should try to
memorise them and follow the practice of Prophet Muhammad
( 3= ). Some of these du’as we will mention here.

It was the continuous practice of Prophet Muhammad ( 3= )
when he turned away from his prayer to sav.-
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4) Allahu Akbar (once aloud)
(Allah 1s the greatest)

‘ bh) Astagh firul-1ah (3 times)

‘ (1 ask Allah to forgive me)

¢) Allah humma antas salamu
Wa minkas salamu
tabarakta ya Zaljalah wal ikram
O Allah. you are the peace.
And vou are the source of peace.

vou are blessed, O possessor of Glory
and Honour. (MUSLIM)

5
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2 Allah humma a'innee ala Zikrika
was shukrika wa husni itbadatika. '’

“O Allah. help me to remember you all the time.
And to thank you. and to worship you perfectly.”

(Ahmad. Abu Dawid)
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3. a) “Lailaha illal lgha wahdahu la shareeka lahi
Lahul Mulku wala hul hamdu

wa huwa 'ala kul-li shay-in gadeer.”
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b) “Allah humma la mani'a hma a‘tayta
wala mu'tiya hma mana’'ta wala
yanfa'u zaljad-di minkal jad.~

a) " There is no God but Allah,
He is the only one and has no partner,
Sovereignty and praise are only for Him.
and He has full authority over everything.”

b) “Nobody can prevent whatever you want
to give and nobody can give whatever you
want to prevent and a person with high
cank cannot benefit himself or another
from his high rank against your will.
(Bukhari and Muslim)

3 8T 33 4y Sas0f -y 33 0 Bl
4 [tissunnat to say subhanalldh (33 times). “Glory be to Allah.”
Alhamdu lillah (33 times). “Praise be to Allah.”
and Allahu Akbar (34 times). ~Allah is the greatest.”
There are very many du’as which Prophet Muhammad ( 3

)
used to say and he taught them to his companions. These can be
found in famous Books of Hadith.
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Chapter S

SAJDAH SAHEYV
(SAJDAH FOR FORGETFULNESS)

It u pcrson makes a mistake during his praver what should he do?
Sadjah Sahev 1s allowed when:

(1) a person praying becomes
confused or forgets the number of rakats he has performed.

(1) He gets up after the second rakat when he should have
remained in the sitting position and recited tashahud

[n either of these cases the person has to base his praver
on the certainty of his memory and do 2 sajdah (Sajdah
Sahev) betore the salutation. In other words, Sajdah
Sahev compensates the shortcoming in the praver.

Abdullah bir Bujainah (R.A.) narrated that the Mes-
sengerof Allah (1 32 ) led them in the Zuhr praver. He
stood up after the first 2 raka s and didn’t sit for tashahud;
s0 the people stood up with him as well. When he had com-
pleted the prayer and the people were waiting for his salu-
tation: he said. “Allaha Akbar” while he was sitting and did
2 sajdah before the salutation Then he said the salutation.

(Bukhari, Muslim).

Abu Sa’eed 4l Khudn (R.A.) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allah (32 ) said."When one of youbecomes
confused during his prayer and he doesn’t know how many
rakats he offered (3 or 4), he should ignore what is doubt-
ful and base his prayer on what he believes is certain. Then
he should do 2 extra sajdah before the salutation. If he had
prayedfive rakats, then these 2 sajdah will make his prayer
6 rakats (2 of which will be nafl). and if he had prayed the
correct number of rakats then these 2 sajdah will be humil-
Ity for the devil.” (Muslim).

25
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These ahadith prove that Sajdah Sahev should be done
before the salutation but there are hadiths which prove
that the Prophet (3% ) did 2 sajdah (Sajdah Sahev)
after the salutation.

Abdullah bin Ja'far (R.A.) narrated frcm the Prophet
(¥ ) that he said, “Anyone who has become con-
fused and doubtful in his prayer he should do 2 extra saj-
dah after he has given the salutation.”

(Ahmad, Abu Dawud, Nisai, Ibn Khuzaimah).

There is no contradiction between these hadiths. Both
ways are proved by the Prophet ( 3 ). Itis up to the
believer to choose one. They can both be practised but it
seems that the first method, that is, doing 2 sajdah just
before the salutation, is more reasonable, more authentic

and more widely practised by the Muhadditheen and
ulama.

WHEN CAN A PERSON DO SAJDAH SAHEV

| If somebody is doubtful about the number of rakats he prayed.
If he forgets to sit in the first tashahud and gets up for the third
rakat.

[

If he finishes his prayer forgetfully without completing the
number of rakats he intended to pray.

Note: Sajdah Sahev could not be a sufficient replacement for mis-
sing the actions of the prayer which are considered as rukun of the
prayer; for example, Qiyam (standing position between Takbeer
Tahrima and ruku). ruku, and both sajdah,

PRAYING IN CONGREGATION

When praying fard in congregation the [mam has to recite surah
Fatihah and any chapter or part of the Quran aloud, in the Fajr
prayer, first 2 rakats of the maghrib prayer and the first 2 rakats of
the Isha prayer. [t means the Imam will recite in silence in the Zuhr
and Asr prayer.

Congregational prayer is almost obligatory in Fard prayer but
there are some occasional optional prayers which are preferable to
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offer in congregation; for example, Eid prayer, Taraweeh prayer,
Rain prayer, etc.). However, it is preterable to pray the usual nafl
prayer alone.

Every prayer must be started with Takbeer Tahrima and finished
with a salutation.
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Chapter 6

OCCASIONAL PRAYERS
WITR PRAYER

Witr Prayer is sunnal Muakkadah. Ttis very much emphasized
by Prophet Muhammad (&5 ). He did not leave this prayer
cven during ajourney or when mounted on camelback.

[t was so much emphasized that some Mushm scholars under-
ood that it was wapib (compulsory) but after a careful study ot
hadiths it can be said that 1t s not wajib but a very much
cmphasized prayer.

Witr prayer s often mistakenly thought of as part ot the Isha
prayer. Thisis notso. Witr prayer is a separate prayer which can be
offered after the Isha prayer rightup to the break of dawn. For the
cornenience of the believers the Prophet (35 ) allowed Witrs
Lo be offered straight after Isha

(n Arabic the word witr means, One. In hadiths the Messenger
of Allah ( 3% ) said: “Allah is one, S0 he hikes the number,

ONLE. (Mushm)

Allah also likes odd numbers because when an odd number s
divided by 2, the remainder is always onc. For this reason Prophet
( 3= ) preferred odd aumbers. He liked to do things in odd
numbers in his routine life, also. such as: when saying praycers, say-
ing du’as, cating dates, cle. That is why Prophet (3= ) asked
the believers to pray witr at the cnd of the night prayer so thatitean
make the night prayer into an odd number.

Abdullah bin Umar (R.A) says that the Messenger of Allah
( #% ) said: “Night praycer .« 1o be offered in 2 rakats.units.
When one of you fecls that dawn .« ncuar then he should otter |
cakat which can make all the night prayer he offered into an odd
number.”

(Bukhari, Muslim)

o8
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NUMBER OF RAKATS OF WITR PRAYER

Abdullah bin Umar (R.A.) said that the Messenger of Allah
(% ) said: “Witr prayer is one rakat at the end of the natl
prayer at mght.”

Abu Ayub (R.A.) said that the Prophet Muhammad (3% )
said: “Every Mushm should pray witr. Anyone who likes to pray S
rakats of witr he should do so, anyone who hKes to pray 3 rakats.

he should do so. and anyone who hikes to pray one rakat, he should

do so. (Abu Dawuad. Nisai. Ibn Majah)

We understand from the above mentioned hadiths that the
actual witr prayer is one rakat, although a person can offer. 1. 3.5
7. 0r 9 rakats of witr prayer. All of these numbers are approved by

Prophet Muhammad ( # = ) in authentic hadiths.
TIME OF WITR PRAYER

Witr prayer can be offered atter the Isha prayer nght up to the
break of dawn.

Aisha (R.A ) said: “Prophet Muhammad ( ¥ ) prayed wits
during all imes of the nmight. Sometimes he prayed Witr during the
first part of the nmight, somctimes duning the middle part ot the
night. and sometimes during the end part of the mght but he used
to complete the prayer betore the break of dawn.”™

(Bukhari. Mushm)

However. a person who thinks he could not get up to pray witi
at the end part ot the night can ofter witr immediately atter Isha or
betore he goes to bed. But somcone who thinks that he can get up
and pray natl in the night should pray witr at the end of his night
prayer.

Jabir (R.A.) said that the Prophet (3 ) said: "Anyone of
you who could not get up at the end part of the night he should pray
witr in the first part of the nmight and anyone of you who thinks he
can get up at the end part of the might he should pray witr then,
because the angels are present for the prayer offered at the end part
of the might.”

(Mushm, Ahmad, Tirmizi, Ibn Majah).
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HOW TO PRAY WITR

When praying one Witra person ¢an offer it as the usual prayer.

When praying 3,5, 7 0r9 rakats of witr prayer there is more than
one way the prayer can be oftered.

For example:-

4) A person praying 3 rakats witr can pray 2 rakats like the usual
prayer. After the Salutation, As-salamu “alaykum wa rahmatul-
lah. first to the right and then to the left he should get up
immediately to complete the third rakat. This way of oftering
witr prayer is called, witr bil tasal’.

b) A person praying 3 cakats or 5 rakats Witr should not sit for
Tashahud in between the rakats except in the last rakat.

¢) A person praying 3,5, 0r 7 rakats Witr should sit in Tashahudin
the last but one rakat, ¢.g. in the second rakat if he is offering 3
Witr. 1ourth rakat it he is otfering S witr, or sixth rakat if he is
offering 7 Witrandsoon. | le should read Tashahud and then get
up for the last rakat and complete 1t.

All 3 methods are authentic and are practised by the great
dlamas and scholars. So Muslims can choose any one of these 3
methods to offer the witr prayer. When praying 3 rakats, witr, how-
ever. itis preferable to chosce method ‘a’ or ‘b’ as Prophet Muham-

mad (3% ) said: “Do not make your witr prayer similar to your

maghrib prayer.”
(Qiamul-lail).

DU’A QUNUT IN WITR PRAYER

Reading du'a Qunutin the
from Prophet Muhammad (3% ) and it can be read before ruku

or after ruku.
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Humaid (R.A.) narrated, that he asked Anas (R.A ) about the
du’a Qunut, whether it should be read before the ruku or after the
ruku.

Anas (R.A.) replied, “We used to say it before the ruku and
after the ruku.”

(Ibn Majah, Qiamul-Lail of Muhammad bin Nasar al Marwazi.
Fathul Barni).

Although du’a Qunat can be said before the ruku. it is more

authentic and more approved to say it after the ruku.

a) Someone who wants to read Qunat before ruku he should read
it after he has finished reciting surah Fatihah and chapter of the
Holy Quran. While reciting du'a Qunat a person can cup his
hands in front of him or he can leave them folded.

b) Someone who wants to read Qunat after the ruku he can read it
with his hands cupped in front of him or he can let his hands rest
at his sides. Saying du’a after the ruku and cupping  handsin
front 1s preferable as this was the practice of Prophet
Muhammad ( # ).

Note: Some Fughas insist that reading du’a Qunat is compulsory in
the last rakat of the Fajr prayer, but if you study hadiths carefully
you will find that it is not compulsory either in the Witr or in the
Fajr prayer. Therefore. if a. person leaves du'a Qunat in his witr
prayer his prayer will not be deficient. Also. if someone does not
know du’a Qunit he need not say another chapter of the Quran or
any other words in its replacement. Du’a Qunit can be read in any
prayer.

TEXT OF DU’A QUNUT

Hasan bin Ali (R.A.) said “The Messenger of Allah
( #5 ) taught me the words which I should say in the du’a of witr,
and those are as follows:-
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< Allah hume mahdimee feeman hadayvt,
Wa ‘afinee feeman afavt,

wara wal-lanee feeman tawal-layt,
wa bartk lee feema a'tait,

waginee shar-ra nd qadayl,
fa-innaka agdee wala yuqdd ‘wlayk,
innahu la Yazil-lu manw walay!l,
wala ya'tz-zu man ‘aduy!l,

rubarakta rabbana wala alayt,
nastaghfiruka wanatubu tlayk,

Wy sal-lal lahi alan-nabee N

~O) Allah. make me among those whom you have guided, and
make me among those whom you have saved, and make me
among those whom you have chosen, and bless whatever you
have given me, and protect me from the evil which you have
decreed: verily, you decide the things and nobody can decide
against you; surely the person you befriend can’t be disgraced.
and the person you oppose¢ can't be honoured. You are blessed.
our Lord. and exhalted, we ask for your forgiveness and turn o
you. Peace and mercy of Allah be upon the Prophet.”

(Abu Dawud, Nisar, Ibn Majah. Tirmuzi).
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“Allah  humma in-na  nasta’ eenuka  wa nastaghfirukha  wa
muminubika wa natawak-kalu “aluyka wa nuthnee “alavk-al khayr
Wa nashkuruka wala nakfuruka wa nakhla'v wa natruku man-
vafjurka. Allah humma ivvaka na'budu waluka nusal-lee wa nas-
jHJH wda :{u_rku nas a wa nuhﬁdu wa narju rahmataka wa nakhsha
azabaka inna ‘azabaka bil kuf-fart mulhig. "

~O Allah. we ask you tor help and seck your torgiveness. and we
believe in you and have trust in vou. and we praise you in the
best w ay and we thank vou and we are not ungratetul to Vou, dnd
we forsake and turn awayv from the one who disobevs you. ()
Allah,we worship youonly and pray to you dand prostrate our-
selves betore vou, and we run towards vou and serve you, and
we hope to receive your mercy. and we tear your punishment
surely. the disbelievers will receive your punishment.”

Some ulamas recommend this du’a in the witr prayer. Ot coursc.
It can be read asitis a nice du'a but itis not one of those du‘is which
Prophet Muhammad ( 3= ) read in his Qunat.

There are some other du'as which Prophet Muhammad
(% ) used to read in his Qunut in the Witr prayer or in his
other prayers.

A person can read all these du'as together or just one ot them o
combine them with other du'as.

JUMAH (FRIDAY PRAYER)
IMPORTANCE OF ATTENDING FRIDAY PRAYER

Friday Prayer is very important in Islam. It has got its own moral.
social and political benefits. It is obligatory for every Mushm excepl
women. children, slaves, seriously ill people and travellers. They
can pray Jumah but it is not obligatory on them.

Prophet Muhammad ( s ) has given a strong warning 1o .
person who leaves his Jumah prayer without a good reason.
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In one hadith Abdullah bin Masud (R.A.) narrated what the
Messenger of Allah (3= ) once said about the people who did
not come to the Friday Prayer without a good reason.

I wish to appoint someone to lead the prayer and myselt go to
the houses of those who missed the Friday Prayer and set fire to
their houses with the occupants in them.”

(Muslim, Ahmad).
Another hadith states, “A person who leaves 3 Friday prayers
consecutively. Allah puts a seal on his heart.”

(Ahmad, Tirmizi, abu Dawud).

IMPORTANCE OF CLEANLINESS FOR FRIDAY
PRAYER

Because in Friday Prayer a comparatively large number of Mus-
lims gather in a big place, so. Islam emphasises physical cleanli-
ness as well.

Prophet ( #5 ) said, "A person who has a bath on Friday,
cleanses himself fully. uses oil and perfume; then goes to the mos-
que early in the afternoon and takes his place quietly without push-

ing or disturbing people: then he prays (optional prayer as much as

he was able to pray); then sits quietly listening to the Khutbah, he
will be forgiven his sins between this Jumah and the next Jumah.”
(Bukhan).

IMPORTANCE OF GOING EARLY TO FRIDAY
PRAYER

On Friday it is more rewarding to get ready quickly to go to the
mosque.

Abu Hurairah (R.A.) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(% )said. On Friday the Angelsstandat the door of the mos-
que and write down the names of the people in the order in which
they enter the mosque for Friday prayer. The first group of people
who enter the mosque get the reward equivalent to that of sacrific-
ing a camel, the prople who enter the mosque after them get the
reward equivalent to that of sacrificing a cow. The people who
enter the mosque after them get the reward equivalent to that of

64

—  ——— —

Martat.com




sacrificing a ram and the people who tollow on hkewise get the
reward of a chicken, egg and so on there is a gradation of rewards
tor the people as they enter. The angels kKeep writing the names of
the people as they enter the mosquce until the Imam sits down to
give Khutbah. Then the angels collect therr registers and sit and lis-
ten to the Khutbah.™

(Bukhari, Mushim)

PRAYER BEFORE JUMAH

A person who goes to attend Friday praver can pray as many
nafls as he wishes after the sun has declined trom its zenith to when
the Imam comes to give Khutbah. Anyhow he 15 expected to pray
at least 2 rakats sunnat.

LISTENING TO KHUTBAH (SERMON)

Once the Khutbah starts. the whole congregation should listen
toitinsilence. If a person arrives while the [mam 1s giving Khutbah
then this person should pray 2 rakats nafl before sitting down to lis-
ten to Khutbah.

Jabir (R.A.) said that the Messenger ot Allah ( &= ) said
while he was giving Khutbah:

“If anyone of you goes to attend Friday Prayer while the Imam
s delivering Khutbah he should pray 2 rakats and should not make
them long.™

(Muslhim).

There is another hadith. Jabir (R.A.)says that once a man came
to Friday Prayer while the Messenger of Allah (3% ) was de-
livering Khutbah, so Allah’s messenger (- #= ) asked him. “Did
you pray?”

“No". he answered.

Then Prophet (3= ) said to him, “Stand up and pray’.

(Bukhari, Muslim. Abuy Dawud, Tirmizi).

[t1sacontinuous practice in some mosques that those who arrive
while the Imam is giving speech sit down and listen to the speech.
When the Imam has finished the speech he gives time to the late
arrivals to pray 2 or 4 rakats sunnat. After that the Imam gives a
short Khutbah in Arabic before praying the Jumah Prayer.
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These people getvery annoyed if they see a person otter 2 rakats
sunnat while the Imam is giving speech. They teel that the person
is being disrespectful to the Imam.This 1s incorrect and unproved
from the practice of Prophet Muhammad (3% )

[t is also against those hadiths which we mentioned above and
the one we are mentioning below.

Abi Qatadah (R.A ) says that the Messenger ot Allah ( 35 )
said. “Whenever one of you enters the mosque he should not sit
down without offering 2 rakats.” | :

| (Bukhari, Mushim).

These hadiths clarify the points which are mispractised above.
The Imams and ulamas who have even a slight tear ot Allah and
respect for hadith and the sunnah of Prophet Muhammad
(3% )should stop this practice and should not become annoyed
when others pray 2 rakats.

ACTUAL JUMAH PRAYER

Jumah Prayer is 2 rakats fard. If a person is late and finds only 1
rakat with the congregation he should complete the second rakat
alone. If a person arrives so late that he misses the Jumah prayer
completely then he has to offer 4 rakat fard of Zuhr prayer. The
Jumah prayer is a replacement of Zuhr prayer but the Imam has to
recite Qirat aloud in Jumah Prayer.

PRAYER AFTER JUMAH

After the Jumah Prayer 2 rakats of sunnat prayer 1s an authent-
cally proved practice of Prophet Muhammad ( 3 ) but some
companions used to pray 4 or 6 rakats sunnat after the Jumah
Prayer.

Ibn Umar (R.A.) said that the Messenger of Allah (35 ) dhd
not pray after the Friday prayer until he went home and then he
prayed 2 rakats.

(Bukhari, Mushm).

Abu Hurairah (R.A.) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
( 3 )said: “Anyone of you whois going to pray after the Frni-
day prayer, he should pray 4 rakats.

(Mushm).
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Ata said: “Whenever Abdullah ibn Umar (R A ) prayved Jumah
in MakKah, he would move a hittle forward atter the Jumah prayer
and offer 2 rakats: then he would move a little forward agaimn and
offer 4 rakats. And whenever he prayed Jumah in Madinah. he did
not prav in the mosquc after the Jumah prayer until he got back
home: then he prayed 2 rakats. When he was asked why he did not
pray in the mosque after the Jumah prayer. He answered. “This was
the practice of Prophet Muhammad (3 ).

Fhese hadiths clarity that 2, 4 or 6 rakats can be offered after the
Jumah prayer according to the time and capacity of the person. It
IS not good practice t0 accuse people who read 2 rakats only
because this, too. was the authentic practice of Prophet Muham-
mad( =% ).

EID PRAYER

Place for Eid Prayer

Eid prayer should be offered outdoor in the open, €.g.in a park
hield, or a desert, etc. If it is wet or not possible to find 4 suitable
outdoor place it can be prayed in a mosque or a large hall.

(Abu Dawud).

Time of Eid Prayer

Eid prayer should be offered when the sun can be seen clearly
above the horizon.

Number of Rakats of Eid Prayer

Eid prayer is 2 rakats. There is no natl prayer before or after the
Eid Prayer. There is no lqamat or azan for Eid Prayer.

[bn Abbas (R.A.) reported: “No doubt, Prophet Muhammad
(35 )usedtopray 2 rakats only for Eid Prayer. He did not pray
anything before or afterwards.”

(Bukhari, Muslim).
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CONDUCT OF EID PRAYER

2 rakats of Eid prayer should be offered in the same manner as
the 2 rakats of the usual prayer except that there are 7 Takbeers in
the first rakat and five Takbeers in the second rakat. With each

extra Takbeer the hands should be raised up to the shoulder level
(as 1n Takbeer Tahrima).

All extra Takbeers should be pronounced betore starting Qirat
(recitation).

Kathir bin Abdullah reported from his father and his father from
grandfather that Prophet (35 ) said 7 Takbeers in the first
rakat of Eid prayer and 5 Takbeers in the second rakat of ki
Prayer before beginning recitation.

(Tirmizi, Ibn Majah, Darmi).

EID PRAYER IS OFFERED BEFORE KHUTBAH

Jafar bin Muhammad (R.A ) reported:- “"No doubt, Prophet
Muhammad ( # ), Abu Bakr (R.A.),and Umar (R.A.)said 7
extra Takbeers in the first rakat of their Eid and Rain Prayer and
five extra takbeers in the second rakat of their Eid and Rain
Praver. Prophet (3% ) offered Eid Prayer before Khutbah and
recited aloud.”

(Shafiee).

RAIN PRAYER

The Rain Prayer is a special prayer which 1s offered during a
period of drought. Muslims are asked to pray 2 rakat nafl outin the
open and make special du’as especially for the rain.

JANAZAH PRAYER (FUNERAL PRAYER)

Janazah Prayer

[t is a right of a Mushm that when he passes away other Muslims
should pray Janazah prayer for him. Janazah prayer is supererogat-
ory prayer. If no one from the whole of the Muslim Community
prayed the Janazah prayer; then the whole community would be
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considered sintulin the sight ot Allah. It some of the people prayed
the Janazah prayer then the whole community 1s saved trom the
anger of Allah even though the reward will only be given to the par-
Lcipants only.

In hadiths Prophct Muhammad (1 ¥ ) emphasized and
cncouraged the Mushms to attend tuneral ceremonies. So. every
Mushm male should try his best to tultil his duty tor the deceased.

| Janazah prayver should be prayed in congregation as this s more
rewardtul. It can be prayed in more than one congregation but
by diiferent people.

. Janazah prayer should be oftered in an open place but in case of
rain or bad weather or any other reason 1t can be prayed in .

I J

mosque or a hall, etc.
3. While Praying Janazah Prayer

The Imam should stand level with the head and shoulders ot the
dead body 1t the body 1s male. Imam should stand level with the
middle part of the body it it 1s female.

4. Where Janazah Prayer Ditlers

Janazah prayer is only shightly difterent from other prayers in
that there 1s no ruku, no sajdah, and no Tashahud init. There is no
tixed time for oftering this prayer. It has to be prayed in a standing
position only. Other conditions like purification, facing Qiblah,
sutra, dress, ¢tc. have to be satistied as in the usual prayers.

5. Conduct of Janazah Prayer

4. Like other prayers facing Qiblah 1s a necessary condition. The
Imam should ask the people to straighten their rows. There
should be an odd number of rows as it is more rewardtul.

b. Making intention is necessary in Janazah prayer as it is necessary
in other prayers. Before beginning prayer the intention should
be made in the heart as uttering any words of niyat aloud was not
the practice of Prophet Muhammad ( # ) or of his
companions.
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¢. First Takbeer of Takbeer Tahrima

Janazah prayer contains 4 Takbeers. First Takbeer 1s Takbeer
Tahrima. The Imam says Allahu Akbar and raises his hands up
(o the shoulder level with fingers stretching to the earlobes and

the congregation does the same. Then the Imam folds his hands
on his chest right hand over the left.

d. Dua of Starting

Du'a of Starting. Then the person can read one of those du’as
which are recommended in the first rakat of the usual prayer
before recitation of Fatthah. For cxar_nplt.::
# . b
) F 2 3eSs D s Do) ) 0 o\
p 2 3oe AN

“Subhana Kalla humma wabi hamdika wa tabara kasmuka
wata ‘ala jad-duka wala tlaha ghayruk.”
“Glory be to you, O Allah, and all praises are duc unto you, and
blessed is your name and highis your majesty and none 1s worthy
ot worship but you.”™
Or he can say other du’as. Some scholars do hot recommend
du'a of starting in Janazah prayer but reading it is preferable.
However. if someone does not read 1t, 1t does not aftect his
praycer. Both ways arc practiscd by Mushm scholars.

¢ Then the person should say:-

“ A'tizu bil-lahi minash shayta nir rajeem.
“Bismilla hir-rahma nir-raheem. "
and then he should recite surah Fauhah.
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“Alhamdu lil-lahi rab-bil "alameen.
Ar-rahma nir-raheem.
Maliki vawmid - deen.
[vvaka na’ budu wa
f'_r_niku nasta een.
Ihdinas siratal mustageem.
Stratal lazeena an'amia “alayvhim.
(-.l'.hh'_'frff HHI;{HI/H!H
alavium walad dal-leen. Ameen.”

“Praise 1s only tor Allah, Lord

of the Universe.

The most kind. the most merciful.

The master of the Day of Judgement.
You alone we worship and to you alone
we pray tor help.

Show us the straight way.

the way ot those whom you have blessed.
Who have not deserved your anger.

Nor gone astray.”

Some people do not read surah Fatihah in Janazah prayer but
surah Fatthah is necessary for the validity ot any type of prayer as
Prophet Muhammad sz ) hassaid that no prayeris vahd with-
out Fatihah.

Talhah bin Abdullah bin Aout (R.A ) said that he prayed the
Janazah prayer behind Abdullah bin Abbas (R.A ) and Abdullah
bin Abbas (R.A ) read surah Fatihah aloud. Afterwards he said:

“Idid read it out loud so that you may know that itis the sunnah
ot Prophet Muhammad ( 32 )"

(Bukhan)

This hadith proves that reciting surah Fatihah is necessary in
Janazah prayer as well.

T - rw -

6. RECITATION OF A SURAH

A chapter or part of a chapter can be read after the recitation of
surah Fatihah but it is not essential to read it.
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7. SECOND TAKBEER

Then the ITmam should say the second takbeer and the congrega-
tion should tollow butitis not necessary to raise the hands up to the

shoulder level butit someone does, itis alnght. Both ways are prac-
tised by great ulamas and scholars.

8. AFTER THE SECOND TAKBEER

After the second Takbeer the person praying Janazah should
recite darud in his heart. Itis preterable to read the darad which a
person reads in Tashahud of his vsual prayer.

9. THIRD TAKBEER

Then the Imam should say the third takbeer and the congrega-
tion should tollow. Now, cach person should pray tor the deceased.

Alternatively the Imam can pray out loud and the congregation
can say, Amin, after him. All kinds of duas for the benefit of the
deccased can be said. Some of these are mentioned below.

10. DU’A OF JANAZAH

1. Abu Hurairah (K.A.) said that the Messenger of Allah
{ =X, ry

3= ) prayed Janazah of a Mushm and he said in his dua
(the following words):-

ierly 5 pEmaE w¥ Jfff ,";_f_"'_,_;.f:*#,-- s wr
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“Allah hum maghfirli hay-yina wa may-yitina. wa shahidina wua
gha-tbina, wa saghee rina wd kubeerina wa zakarina wa unthana,

Allah humma man ahyaytahi min-na fa ahythee ‘alal islam, waman

tawaf-faytahu min-na fatawaf-faha ‘alal iman. Allah humma la
tahrimna ajrahi wala waftin-na ba'dahu.”

¢
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“O Allah, forgive our people who are stull alive and who haye
passed away, forgive those who are present here and those who
are absent, torgive  our voung and our clderly . forgive our
males and females. O Allah, the one whom you wish to heep
ahve trom among us make him live according to Islam ., and any -
one whom you wish to die from among us. let him die in belicl
and faith. O Allah, do notdeprive us trom his reward and do not
put us in fitna (hardship or any type of trial) after his death ™
(Ahmad. Abu Dawad, Tirmizi. [bn Majih)

b. Aout bin Mahk (R.A.) suid that the Messenger of Allah
(% ) prayed a Januzah praver and | heard him saying the
tollowing du'a and I memorised it
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“Allah hum maghfirlaha warhamha wa'fu "anhu wa dafthee wa
akrim nuzulahi wa was-si’ mudkhalahi, waghsilhu bil maee wath
thaljt wal bardi, wa naq-qgihi minal Khataya Kama yunaq-qath
thawbul abyadu minad danasi, wa abdilhu daran Khayram min
darihi, wa ahlan Khayram min ahlihi wa za wian Khayram min zaw-
Jihi, wa adkhil hul jan-nata, wagqihi fitnatal qabriwa'aza ban nar."”

“O Allah, forgive him. have mercy on him, pardon him, grant-
him security, provide him a nice place and spacious lodgings.
wash him (of his sins) with water, snow and ice, purify him
trom his sins as a white garment is cleansed from dirt, replace his
present abode with a better one, replace his present family with

a better one, replace his present partner with a better one, make
him enter paradise and save him from the trials of grave and the
punishment of hell.”

79 (Muslim).
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¢ Abu Hurairah (R.A.) said that the messenger of Allah
( 3= ) prayed and said:
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“Allah humma anta rab-buha, wa anta Khalagtaha, wa anta
razag!cha, wa anta hadaytaha lil islam, wa anta qabadta rithaha,
wa anta a'lamu bisir-riha wa ‘ala niv-vattha, ji na shufa aa,
faghfirlahu zanbahu™.

~( Allah, you are its Lord, you have created it. and you have
guided it towards Islam, and you have taken out his soul and you
know best about its secret and open deeds. We have come as
intercessors, so forgive him.”

(Abu Dawud. Ahamd).

One thing we can see clearly from the above mentioned hadiths
that every companion who narrated the du'a of Janazah prayersays
that he heard the Prophet (3% ) saying the words of du'a in
Janazah prayer. This proves that the Messengerof Allah (- 3= )
used to say the Janazah prayer or al least the du’as in Janazah
prayer aloud. Theretore, there should not be any objection or con-
fusion if the Imam recites aloud in Janazah Prayer.

There are some other du'as which are narrated from Prophct
Muhammad (¥ ) and they can be tound in Hadith Books. All
of these du'ds can be said together or individually. Other duas can
be said with these du'ds but itis better to stick to duas approv cd by

Prophet ( 3z ).

ENDING THE JANAZAH PRAYER
(Fourth Takbeer)

Then the Imam should say the fourth Takbeer and the congregd-
tion should tollow and after that the Imam should say ~As-salamu

74

Martat.com




- . -

alaykum wa rahmatul-1ah™ turning his tace to the right first and
then to the lett; and the congregation should do the same.

Note:- Some people stress a loton saying du'as after the completion
ot Janazah prayer but we did not tind a single hadith supporting this
idea. Janazah prayeris designed so that all the du'as a person wants
to say tor the deceased can be said atter the third Takbeer. This was
the authentic practice of Prophet Muhammad (3= ) and his
companions.

PRAYER DURING A JOURNEY

f

[slam 1s a practical way of hte and considers the situations in
which its followers may face difficulties. So Allah has made the
things easy for the believers in such situations. Included in these
facilities 1s the permission for shortening and combining daily
prayers during a journey.

1. QASR PRAYER (Short Prayer)

When a Muslim is on a journey he should pray 2 rakats fard for
Zuhr, Asr and Isha. Fajr and maghrib prayers remain as they are.

2. IT IS MORE REWARDFUL TO PRAY A QASR PRAYER
(Short -Prayer)

[t is more rewardful to pray a Quasr Prayer while on a journey.
The Messenger of Allah (= ) said: "It is 4 gift from Allah
which he has bestowed upon you; so you should acceptit.”

(Mushim).

3. COMBINING PRAYERS

A person on a journey can combine Zuhr and Asr prayers
together praying them both at Zuhr or Asr time. He can also com-
bine Maghrib and Isha prayers together praying them both at Mag-
hrib or Isha time.

Ibn Abbas (R.A.) said that the Messenger of Allah ( 32 )
used to combine Zuhr and Asr together when he was on a journey
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and also he used to combine Maghnib and Isha. |
(Bukhari). !
Mu'az (R.A.) said that the Messenger of Allah ( 3 ) wason
a journey for the Battle of Tabook. If the sun had already declined
when he wanted to start his journey after having camped some-
where, he would combine his Zuhr and Asr prayers together and
pray them both at Zuhr ime, and if he decided to move betore the
sun had declined then he delayed the Zuhr prayer and prayed it
combined with Asr prayer at Asr time. And if the sun had already
set when he wanted to move he would combine Maghnb and Isha
together at Maghrib time. And it the sun had not set when he

wanted to move he would delay Maghrib and pray it with Isha at
[sha ime.

— o J———— i g —
- Ty — -

(Abu Dawud, Tirmizi).
These hadiths are very clear in their meaning and prove that
combining prayers while on a journey is a proved and a regular
practice of Prophet Muhammad (- 3% ). Stll, there are people
who do not believe in combining prayers together while they are
travelling. However, this is a gift from Allah which the behevers
should accept gratetully and if someonce wants to reject Allah’s and
his Messenger's offer itis up to him.

4. WHEN TO SHORTEN AND COMBINE PRAYERS

Now, there is the question as to what s the hmiting distance and

the duration of the journey to make the facility of Qasr and Jama
vahd.

a. Yahya bin Yazced said, "1 asked Anas bin Malik (R.A ) when
the Qasr prayer was allowed?”™ Anas (R.AL) answered that the
Messenger of Allah (¥ ) whenever he went away about 3
miles he prayed Qasr.

(Mushm. Ahmad. Abu Dawud. Bathagr).

ﬂ
b. Abu Sa'ced (R.A ) said that whenever Rasulullah (1 3 ) i
travelled about 1 farsakh. approximately 3 miies. he would pray 1
QQasr.
( Tulkhees Thn Hagr)
B

Martat.com



—-n

=

T _EEEE

On the basis of these hadiths a person can pray Qasr and can
combine prayers when the distance he travels away from home
s 3 miles. This distance is the minimum limit for Qasr prayer.
However, there are many varied opinions on the minimum limit
of the distance; for example 9 miles. 48 miles or one day’s
journey, etc.

[n our opinion the correct definition of a journey is what the
society as a whole recognizes under their circumstances, the
minimum limit being 3 miles.

5. DURATION OF JOURNEY

A person can pray Qasr and combine his prayers for as long as
he remains on a journey. whether it takes weeks, months or
years. Evenifhe stays putin one place to fulfil the purpose of his
journey he can continue to pray Qasr and combine his prayers.
However, if he intended to stay 1n a place for a fixed number of
days then the opinions differ on how long he can go on combin-
Ing and shortening his prayers. e.g. 4 days, 10 days, 17 days, 18
days, etc.

After a careful study of hadiths we can say that when someone
stays in a fixed place temporarily he would be considered a
traveller on a journey, and there is no limit on the number of
days he can pray Qasr and combine his prayers.

6. NAFL PRAYER ON A JOURNEY

Prophet Muhammad ( 3= ) always offered Witr prayer
during his journey and he emphasized and expressed the impor-
tance of 2 rakats sunnat of the Fajr prayer. Therefore, the
believers should pray these. while on a journey.

But what about anv other nafl and sunnat prayer?

The following hadith answers this question.

Hafs bin Asim said, “1 accompanied Abdullah bin Umar (R.A.)

on a journey to Makkah. On the way to Makkah he led us in the
Zuhr prayer and offered 2 rakats. Then he went tositin histent. He
>dW some people praying and asked me what they were doing.
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“They are praying natl.” said L. Then he said, “1f 1 could pray nafl
then 1 should have prayed the complete tard prayer.” Then he con-
tinued. ‘1 accompanied the Messenger of Allah (- # ) on a jour-
ney. He did not pray during his travels more than 2 rakats. Then |
accompanied Abu Bakr (R.A.). Umar (R.A.), and Uthman
(R.A.) and they did the same as Prophet Muhammad (1 % ).
There is a good example for you in the practice of Prophet &5

"(Bukhari).
There :are some other hadiths which prove that some of the com-

panions used to pray nafls during their journey. It s better not to

pray nafls while travelling butit you stay somewhere and have time
you may do so.
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The Prophet Muhammad’s (p.b.u.h.) Last Sermon

This Sermon was deliwered on the Ninth Day of Dhul Hijah 10 A.H.
in the ‘Uranah valley of Mount Arafat

“O People, lend me an attentive ear, for | know not whether, after this year, | shall

ever be amongst you again. Therefore listen to what | am saying to you very carefully
and TAKE THESE WORDS TO THOSE WHO COULD NOT BE PRESENT

HERE TODAY.

O People, just as you regard this month, this day, this city as Sacred, so regard the
life and property of every Muslim as a sacred trust. Return the goods entrusted to
you to their rightful owners. Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you. Remember
that you will indeed meet your LORD, and that HE will indeed reckon your deeds.
ALLAH has torbidden you to take usury (Interest), therefore all Interest obligation
shall henceforth be waived. . .

Beware of Satan. for the safety of your religion. He has lost all hope that he will ever
be able to lead you astray in big things, so beware of following him in small things.

O Peonle. it 1s true that you have certain rights with regard to your women, but they
also have rights over you If they abide by your right then to them belongs the right
to be fed and clothed in kindness. Do treat your women well and be kind to them for
they are your partners and committed helpers. And it is your right that they do not
make friends with any one of whom you do not approve, as well as never to commit

adultery

O People, listen to me in earnest, worship ALLAH, say your five daily prayers
(Salah), fast during the month of Ramadan, and give your wealth in Zakat. Perform
Hajj if you can afford to. You know that every Muslm is the brother of another
Muslim. You are all equal. Nobody has superiority over other except by piety and

good action.

Remember, one day you will appear before ALLAH and answer for your deeds. So
beware. do not stray from the path of righteousness after | am gone.

O People, NO PROPHET OR APOSTLE WILL COME AFTER ME AND NO NEW
FAITH WILL BE BORN. Reason well, therefore, O People, and understand my
words which | convey to you. | leave behind me two things, the QUR’AN and my
example the SUNNAH and if you follow these you will never go astray.

All those who listen to me shall pass on my words to others and those to others
again; and may the last cnes understand my words better than those who listen to
me directly. Be my witness O ALLAH, that | have conveyed your message to your

peuple.”
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